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G’day Tigers, 
The Battalion has been exceptionally busy across the first half of the year, focused squarely on 
preparing for war and refining our contribution to the combined arms fight. 

A Company has been at the forefront of Army’s integration of robotics and 
autonomous systems. Over the past few years, a significant proportion of the 
Company has qualified on multi-role unmanned aerial systems, quadcopters, 
and FPV attack drones. Their work is ensuring that the Battalion remains at the 
cutting edge of emerging 
technologies that are rapidly 
reshaping the modern battlefield. 
A Company is leading the 
Battalion’s robotics and 
autonomous systems (RAS) 
experimentation. 
B Company has been hard at work 

in the jungles of Tully and dust of Mount Bundey, 
progressing through individual, section and platoon 
training before culminating in Exercise PREDATORS 
WALK. This activity combined force-on-force tactical 
training with a demanding combined arms live-fire serial. 
Many soldiers experienced their first ‘danger close’ fire 
missions, while engineers demonstrated obstacle breaching with bangalores. Notably, this was the first 

time in several years that 1st Brigade executed a 
genuine combined arms live-fire manoeuvre at this 
scale—an important milestone in our warfighting 
readiness. 
C Company returned in late June from several months 
in the Philippines, having participated in Exercises 
BALIKATAN and SALAKNIB. These activities 
strengthened interoperability 
with regional partners and 
allies, contributing to collective 
security while exposing our 
soldiers to complex, multi-
domain operations alongside 
U.S., Philippine, New Zealand, 
and Japanese forces. 

D Company also returned in late June following a six-month deployment on 
Operation KUDU in the United Kingdom. Working alongside NATO training 
teams, they played a critical role in preparing soldiers of the Armed Forces of 



Ukraine for operations in their ongoing conflict. Their focus on leadership development—from section 
commanders through to company level—represents a meaningful contribution to a partner force 
engaged in high-intensity war. 
Logistics Company has been training in the Mount Bundey and Kangaroo Flats Training Areas, 
sharpening its ability to operate in a contested environment where sustainment elements are 
increasingly targeted, particularly by unmanned systems. Their focus has been on delivering agile, 
responsive support while simultaneously becoming harder to detect and defeat. 

Support Company has continued to generate its 
specialist effects while also delivering a demanding 
and highly relevant Section Commanders Battle 
Course. Known to many as the old “Subject 2 
Corporal,” this course is foundational to building the 
next generation of junior leaders—soldiers who are 
physically robust, mentally resilient, and prepared to 
lead in combat. 
Importantly, in June the Battalion had the privilege 
of hosting a number of former Tigers during the 57th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba 
commemorations, conducted over 17–19 June. The 

week featured a Veteran’s Reception at the Gary Holmes Club, a ceremonial parade, a commemorative 
service, and a Regimental Dining-In. It was a particularly special occasion for the soldiers of 5/7 RAR, 
who valued the opportunity to share a meal and a cold drink 
with their forebears, strengthening their connection to the 
Battalion’s legacy and lineage. 
We extend our sincere thanks to the 5 RAR and 5/7 RAR 
veterans who made the journey to Darwin for the 
commemorations. Your presence continues to reinforce the 
living connection between those who have served and those 
who serve today. The Battalion was deeply struck by Ray 
Ward’s remarks at the memorial service, reflecting on the 
losses across both tours of Vietnam and what that legacy 
means for the modern infantry soldier. Jeff Dennis’s usual 
generous donation over Hoppy’s Bar brought smiles and 
shenanigans in equal measure, and was emblematic of the 
spirit that endures within the Tiger family. We also thank Troy 
Ramage for his steadfast leadership and custodianship of the 
Association—it is clear the Association is in very good hands. 

We were honoured to have the Head of Corps Infantry, BRIG David 
McCammon, AM, DSC and Bar, attend as the guest of honour. BRIG 
McCammon, a former Commanding Officer of 7 RAR who also served in 5/7 
RAR earlier in his career, spoke of his immense pride in his old unit and his 
respect for the 5 RAR veterans—sentiments shared by all in attendance. We 
look forward to the 58th Anniversary Commemoration next year and hope to 
see many former Tigers there once again. 
Above all, the Battalion remains focused on what only an infantry battalion 
can deliver: a highly trained, disciplined infantry force ready to fight as part of 
the combined arms team. 
At the time of writing, the Battalion has briefly consolidated, with all Tigers 
back home. This respite will be short-lived. In the coming weeks, the majority 
of the Battalion will deploy to North Queensland for Exercise PREDATORS 

RUN and the 1st (Australian) Division Warfighter Exercise, further honing our combined arms 
credentials as Battlegroup TIGER. 
A Company will deploy to the United States National Training Center to support Battlegroup ANZAC 
(led by 1st Armoured Regiment), contributing to robotics and autonomous systems experimentation 
with the U.S. 4th Infantry Division—an important opportunity to integrate with key allies at scale. 



D Company will use this period to reset and rebuild following Operation KUDU, returning to core infantry 
skills—field firing and small-team tactics, techniques, and procedures—before deploying to Southeast 
Asia for further multinational training with Indonesia, the United States and other partners. 
Looking ahead to September, the Battalion will conduct its own Reinforcement Cycle. This period will 
focus on rebuilding critical specialist skills within Support Company and among our vehicle and 
watercraft operators, while ensuring the long-term health and sustainability of the Battalion as we 
continue to prepare for future operations. 
The tempo remains high, but it reflects the seriousness of our mission. The Battalion is focused, 
capable, and ready. 
Duty First. 

LTCOL Ash Zimmerlie and WO1 Joel McMahon 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


