BINH BA: THE LEGACY WE CARRY

Fifty-seven years ago, soldiers of the Fifth Battalion went to work.

D Company was the ready reaction force that morning, on 30 minutes notice to move, but the mood at
Nui Dat was routine. Then a tank was hit.

A Centurion tank moving up Route 2 took an RPG
through the turret at 0720 on 6 June 1969. The
report that followed suggested limited opposition.
What was actually waiting in that village were
elements of a North Vietnamese battalion—dug in,
well-armed, and prepared to fight. Their plan was
deliberate: seize Binh Ba, draw out the relief force,
and destroy it.

What they got instead was D Company, 5 RAR.
Sixty-five men. Understrength. One platoon with
an officer, others led by a sergeant or a corporal.
Of the Battalion’s 21 sections eventually
committed at Binh Ba, 15 were led by private
soldiers. They went in anyway.

The first assault met heavy resistance. The enemy
fought from houses and bunkers, moved through
tunnels, and pressed RPG teams forward at close
range. Vehicles were struck. The force risked
being overwhelmed. Major Murray Blake broke
contact, pulled south, and prepared to go again.

overnight on 6 June 1969.

What the enemy did not plan for was what came next.

The second assault changed the fight. Infantry dismounted, broke into small teams, and advanced
house by house. Progress was measured in metres. Each position had to be cleared, often at point-
blank range.

Private Wayne Teeling moved forward with his section toward the first line of houses. It was his first
contact. He had arrived as a reinforcement that day. He was 21 years old. Teeling did not hesitate. He
was killed in that moment, and his loss remains central to our remembrance today. Many others were
wounded. All who were there were tested. And yet, they pushed forward.

This battle was not fought from command posts in x
Nui Dat. It was fought by small teams making

decisions under pressure, one house, one room, o oy - R
and one moment at a time. And it was not without = %
friction.

In one instance, Second Lieutenant John Russell,
commanding 11 Platoon, burst into a house and
was met immediately by enemy fire at close range.
A grenade exploded beside him, wounding him, but
he remained in the fight, engaging the enemy at
point-blank range and forcing his way back into the
street to continue the assault.

Infantry communication with the tanks posed a
major problem in the heat of battle. Watching from
an APC, D Companys Forward Observer,
Lieutenant Paul Stevens, saw one soldier in
desperation fire several rounds from his M16 at a
tank turret. Stevens noted ‘it was not a
recommended procedure but it got the crew’s
attention.” Even in that confusion, the fight

continued. What the enemy had failed to account
for was adaptability. When the first assault stalled,
they regrouped and attacked again. When
positions could not be broken, they found another

Soldiers of 6 Platoon, Bravo Company and Centurion
Tanks sweep towards Duc Trung during on day two of
the battle.

way. When the plan no longer fit the reality, they changed the plan. That was agility. And it was decisive.



There was resilience as well. By last
light on 6 June, D Company had
been fighting for over seven hours.
Exhausted, they formed a defensive | —
position, knowing they would return ™ .
the next morning. B Company,
holding the perimeter in a blocking f
position, faced probing attacks |
through the night. At first light, they
met and repelled an enemy force
attempting to re-enter the battle. The
next day, the clearing continued—
house by house, bunker by bunker.
Exhausting, deliberate work. By the
end, the enemy had been defeated
and driven from the village.

Binh Ba is defined by what was asked of those who were there. Young soldiers, some newly arrived,
making decisions in close combat, under pressure, with incomplete information, and little margin for
error. And they got it right. Again, and again.

To the veterans of 5 RAR, those with us today, and those who are not—you have our enduring respect.
Your actions at Binh Ba showed not only courage, but discipline, adaptability, and a commitment to each
other that carried you through that fight.

That is the legacy we inherit.

That legacy is carried not only by those
who fought at Binh Ba, but by every
soldier who has served in 5 RAR and 5/7
RAR—across every rotation, every
operation, and every generation since. It
is a lineage defined not be a single battle,
but by the standards set in moments like
this.

As the current Battalion, we speak of
lethality, agility, and resilience. At Binh
Ba, those qualities were not concepts—
they were lived.  Outnumbered.
Understrength. Surprised. They
endured, adapted, and prevailed. That is
the standard.

To the soldiers of 5/7 RAR, when the
situation is worse than the O group
suggested, when the plan breaks down,
when the odds are against you, you fall
back on that standard. And you remember soldiers like Private Wayne Teeling, who stepped forward on
his first contact and did his duty without hesitation. You find a way to be more lethal, more agile, and
harder to kill than whatever is in front of you.

That is the standard set by Binh Ba.
That is the legacy we carry.
Duty First.

Lest we forget.

This photograph shows hard the battle was fought by D and B
Companies of 5§ RAR and the North Vietnamese Army at Binh Ba.
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By Lieutenant Colonel Ash Zimmerlie.

This was the commanding officer's commemorative address to mark the 57" Anniversary of the Battle
of Binh Ba, delivered at the Battalion’s memorial wall, Binh Ba Lines, Robertson Barracks, Darwin, on
Friday 19 June 2026. The battle honour ‘Binh Ba’ was one of only five presented to Australian units
during the Vietnam War.



