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1 Bde’s Exercise Southern Reach 2010, which recently 
concluded in South Australia, was the setting for the final 
live fire of the Army’s venerable war horse, the M113 ar-
moured personal carrier. 
If 20 years service is commendable, what does this ma-
chine deserve after faithfully carrying and protecting 
diggers for half a century? 
The exercise, which involved more than 1000 personnel, 
saw 1 Bde successfully deploy nearly 3000km from their 
home base in Darwin. Units involved under-took individual, 
platoon and company activities concentrating on their 
foundation warfighting skills. 
In terms of logistics, Southern Reach moved some 4500 
tonnes by rail, including the transport of six M1A1 
Abrams. 
This was the first time the tanks were moved all the way to 
South Australia by rail. The exercise was also facilitated 
by five major road convoys and five C17 sorties with 10 of 
2 Cav Regt's ASLAVs flown from Darwin and South Aus-
tralia. 
While these logistics were significant in themselves, the 
most historic part of the exercise was the final M113A1 
practices held before that platform is removed from service 
and replaced with the new AS4. 
5RAR deployed to Cultana to participate in the last of the 
driver and crew-commander courses for these vehicles, 
which have carried Australian soldiers during war and 
peace since the early 1960s. 
5RAR Tech QM WO2 Philip Quin said it was an eerie 

experience. 
"After the final courses were completed, members of the 
unit participated in the last ever mounted and dismounted 
live-fire of the A1.” WO2 Quin said. 
"It was a strange experience, many of my peers who were 
there commented on the mixed emotions at seeing these 
carriers operate one last time before their retirement from 
service. 
"There was real excitement at the arrival of the AS4s but 
there was also sadness in seeing something so familiar do 
its job for the last time. You have to remember many of our 
senior soldiers have worked with the 'buckets' their entire 
army careers. 
"Like so many other things, though - it's out with the old 
and in with the new." 
M113 APCs first entered service with western armed forces 
in 1960 and are arguably the most recognisable vehicle of 
its type. For Australians, it like the Huey, is one of the 
most recognisable images from the conflict in Vietnam. 
The old buckets finished on the range and were quietly 
shipped away to be converted to the new AS4. 
"The soldiers are incredibly excited about moving to the 
AS4s." WO2 Quin said 
"The reports coming out of the soldiers at 7RAR are prais-
ing the new vehicle and highlight that this is really not just 
another M 113 variant, but effectively a complete new vehi-
cle with a complete new set of capabilities." 

Capt Lachlan Simond, “ARMY” Newspaper 

WARHORSES CALL IT A DAY 
On the Move: M113 APCs from 5RAR conduct their last exercise at Cultana Training Area. 
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val in Vietnam. 
As a member of the 1RAR Group I was overwhelmed 
when advised that they intended to include our 30 KIA’s 
… it is not the norm for the Yanks!  

A request was made to the Minister, Alan Griffin MP, re-
questing sponsorship of a small number of Australian 
members of the 173d Airborne Brigade Association to 
attend and witness the dedication and show our apprecia-
tion of their acknowledgment of our service with the Bri-
gade. 
A reunion followed on from the dedication and was held at 
North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, USA.  
Ray Payne OAM 
173d Airborne Brigade Association,  
Secretary - Chapter 23 

President’s comment: We thank the 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade for their wonderful gesture in inscribing the names 
of 30 Australians KIA in Vietnam on their most impressive 
recently dedicated memorial. In the case of 5RAR, it was 
the intent of the 173rd Abn Bde to include the names of 
the four 5RAR men who fell during Op Hardihood.  The 
operational phase of Op Hardihood commenced on 24 
May 1966 and Pte Noack (B 
Coy) was KIA that day. Pte 
Sweetnam (C Coy) was KIA 
on 9 June and Cpl Coupe and 
Pte Farren (both D Coy) were 
KIA on 10 June.  
5RAR remained under opera-
tional command of 173rd Abn 
Bde until 1800 hours 5 June 
when we came under opera-
tional command of HQ 1ATF, 
who had just deployed to Nui 
Dat. Op Hardihood concluded 
on 15 June.  173rd Abn Bde 
left the Nui Dat area on 8 
June to conduct Op Hollandia 
in the Long Hai mountains for 
a period of 10 days.  
                   Roger Wainwright 

The Australian and New Zea-
landers who were killed while 
under the operational control 
of the 173d Airborne Brigade, 
US Army during 1965-66 will 
be listed on their National Me-
morial. This will be the only 
memorial on US soil to list the 
names of the Aussies and Ki-
wis, quite possibly the world 
… no greater honour or ac-
knowledgement could be 
given to our mates. 
The 173d Airborne Brigade 
Memorial will be located at a 
prime site on the Walk of Hon-

our at their nation's new National Infantry Museum, imme-
diately adjacent to Fort Benning, Georgia, USA. On land 
fully accessible to the general public (no fee and no need 
to go through clearance to get on post). This prime loca-
tion is an integral part of the campus of the National In-
fantry Museum, stated to be among the premier attrac-
tions in that area. The Walk of Honour adjoins the Parade 
Ground. Designed with ample space to expand as the 
Brigade's history continues. 

This is a memorial to all who have served or will serve in 
the 173d Airborne Brigade, especially to those who fell in 
combat, whose names will be listed from all engage-
ments, those that have been and those to come in the 
order in which they were taken from us. 

The design is truly powerful, built on the concept of a cir-
cle of sacred ground with the Wing and Sword (from their 
patch) dramatically rising toward the sky and their story 
told under its banner. A place more than a monument that 
provides opportunity for reflection as well as commemora-
tion. A destination that can help veterans tell their children 
and grandchildren (and yes, great-grandchildren) about 
their service, their legacy, and their comrades, with the 
benefit of an extraordinary museum that helps them un-
derstand what we did and why we did it. But most impor-
tantly a place where our promise to remember them is 
kept. 

The dedication took place at 09:45 on the 1st June 2010 
just about 45 years, to the day, of the 1RAR Group’s arri-

THE 173RD AIRBORNE BRIGADE  
RECOGNISES ANZAC KIA’s 

USA, New Zealand and Australian soldiers March on The Colours. 

The section of the Memorial 
showing the “Down Under” 
fallen. 
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Firstly, I know you will all join me in congratulating our 
Patron, Brigadier Colin Khan on his award as a Member 
of the Order of Australia in the recent Queen’s Birthday 
Honours list. It is thoroughly deserving recognition of 
Colin’s tireless work in many aspects of the veteran com-
munity. (see article on page 6).  
I would like to announce that we have two new members 
on our committee. Ralph ‘Rowdy’ Hindmarsh needs no 
introduction to our members and as a two tour veteran 
has always been a stalwart of the Association. He has 
volunteered to join the national element of the committee. 
Kerry White, who served on the first tour, has already 
taken over as our Queensland representative. Thank you 
Rowdy and Kerry for putting your hands up and we look 
forward to your contributions to our Association.  
At a more strategic level, many members will be aware 
that the RAR Association has entered into a partnership 
with the Defence Force Welfare Association (DFWA) to 
look at issues that affect both veterans and serving mem-
bers of the ADF.  An ongoing issue that is being high-
lighted during the federal election campaign is a “Fair Go 
Campaign” to fix long standing inequities in the way mili-
tary pensions are indexed. CPI is the index base for mili-
tary pensions but this is no longer a fair way to index pen-
sions. By comparison, indexation for federal politicians’ 
pensions and those on old age pensions are indexed in a 
more generous way which means that the purchasing 
power of military pensions is continuously being eroded. 
The campaign does include some related issues concern-
ing taxation, widow’s flow on pensions, disability pensions 
that are part of the package. 
I must make it clear that the RAR Association or the 
5RAR Association, constitutionally, do not take a political 
stance on such issues. We are apolitical bodies, but there 
are times when we can pursue issues that will benefit our 
veterans and our current serving successors. 
From a purely 5RAR Association perspective, this issue 
only affects those of our members who are in receipt of a 
military superannuation pension.  However and perhaps 
more importantly, it also affects those current serving 
members of 5RAR who are yet to retire.  Quite under-
standably, just like us, they wont take a keen interest in 
those matters of retirement that are years or decades in 
front of them. The campaign seeks a fair go for them 
when they eventually retire.  More information on these 
issues is on our website. 
In the adjacent column you will see an article from LTCOL 
Darren Huxley CO 5RAR. The Tiger battalion under his 
leadership, with supporting elements, is rigorously prepar-
ing for deployment to Afghanistan as the 2nd Mentoring 
Task Force. I know that the thoughts of all early genera-
tion of Tigers will be with them and their families as they 
prepare for deployment. Is it only 45 - 48 years ago that 
we were doing the same thing?  I have been invited by 
LTCOL Huxley to represent the Association at a 1 Bri-
gade farewell parade in Darwin in August and at the 
same time present the Warr-Khan Trophy for 2010.  We 
know they will acquit themselves well on behalf of the 
ADF and our nation. 

Roger Wainwright 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

CO 5RAR REPORT 
It does not seem that long ago that I had time to enjoy the 
warm hospitality of the Association on the Gold Coast, but 
time marches quickly and the Battalion is now very much 
gripped by the battle procedure for our impending deploy-
ment overseas.  I am sure all the veterans reading this 
can empathise with our newfound stress levels and may 
even have an unsympathetic pang of jealousy for the ex-
cited buzz around Binh Ba Lines. 
For the first time in a long while, the whole Battalion is at 
home.  We have also been joined by a squadron from 
both 2nd Cavalry Regiment and 1st Combat Engineer 
Regiment, the observer parties from 103 Medium Battery 
and many other comrades from across the 1st Brigade 
that make up the organisation that is the 2nd Mentoring 
Task Force.  Over the next few weeks we will receive 
training on the legal and intellectual aspects of the current 
fight, state of the art battle casualty simulation and con-
vert our M113 skills to Bushmaster drills.  We will wrap up 
all the training with some live fire and battlefield inocula-
tion prior to being assessed on a mission rehearsal exer-
cise run by the Army’s Combat Training Centre.  From my 
recent reconnaissance to Afghanistan I can tell you that 
many of the tasks the Battalion will do in Uruzgan would 
not be unfamiliar to veterans of Vietnam.  I am confident 
we will be well prepared to enhance the combat reputa-
tion of the Tiger Battalion when we deploy. 
In addition to preparing for operations, a number of sig-
nificant events have occurred for 5RAR in the last few 

months.  In 
April we won 
the 1st Bri-
gade Military 
Skills compe-
tition, and this 
trophy now 
sits alongside 
the Brigade’s 
sports trophy 
in our cabinet.  
We also re-
tired our 
M113A1 Ar-

moured Personnel Carriers after our major exercise in 
Cultana.  5RAR now has the distinction of being the last 
RAR battalion to exercise and live fire these stalwart vehi-
cles that have served the Regiment from Vietnam through 
Somalia to East Timor. They will now head off to a con-
tractor to be updated and returned to us as the M113AS4; 
a more powerful and capable vehicle.  
Finally, on behalf of the officer’s mess I would like to 
thank Shirley Warr for supporting our desire to name the 
5RAR annex in the Robertson Barracks Officer’s Mess 
the “Warr Room”.  As the first Commanding Officer to 
take the Battalion to combat, it seemed an appropriate 
honour to name it after John. 
Best wishes to all.      Duty First.      

LTCOL Darren Huxley 

MTF 2 (5 RAR) Recon Group at Patrol Base 
Qudus (Baluchi Valley)(L-R seated) MAJ Hunter 
(BC) MAJ Buxton (IO) MAJ French (OC C) MAJ 
Purves (OPSO) BRIG McLachlan (COMD 1 Bde) 
(L-R Standing) MAJ Cogden (OC Cav) WO1 
Howe (RSM) LTCOL Huxley (CO). 
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AROUND THE STATES 

One of the largest crowds ever attended the Dawn Ser-
vice in Kings Park at the State War Memorial for a very 
moving service. Afterwards many of our members went to 
the Stirling Gardens for a very generous breakfast which 
cost only a gold coin. 
Members formed up behind the 5RAR Banner, carried 
once again by Stephen and Brian McNulty, and we had 
over 60 members marching. Several guests from inter-
state attended namely; Barry Ryan, State Rep for SA and 
Jack Lake CSM C Coy 2nd tour. David Gibbons, Spt Coy 
2nd Tour, plus Ron Nichols, B Coy Medic 66/67, who have 
moved here to Perth also marched. Ken Benson and Pe-
ter Tuck had not seen Ron for 40 years so they were 
pleased to see him. 
Afterwards we adjourned to 43 Below Bar where both 
Paddy Meckenstock and Darryl Lovell who are both re-
covering from stints in hospital and were unable to march 
were waiting for the rest of us thirsty Tigers to arrive. 
Each year the stories get longer and voices louder, but 
the day was greatly enjoyed by us all. 
Wednesday 28th April saw some of our members and 
wives travel down to Mandurah to meet up again with 
Jack and Sue Lake before they took off to continue their 
caravan trip, which they interrupted to join us for Anzac 
Day. We had another great day with them and caught up 
on all the latest news and wished them all the best for a 
safe journey.  

Our members have been invited attend two Vietnam Vet-
erans Day Commemoration Services this year;  

• The Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia (WA) 
Inc will hold a Commemorative Day on Sunday 15 Aug 
at Kings Park, form up at 1030 hours on the eastern 
side of the lake, march step off at 1040 hours and  
then followed by a service at the Memorial. 

• The Mandurah Murray Vietnam Veteran Group Inc will 
hold a Commemorative Day on Wednesday 18 Au-
gust, form up adjacent to the Skate Park, on the west-
ern side of the Old Mandurah Bridge, at 1015 hours 
with step off at 1030 hours. A service will then be held 
at the Mandurah War Memorial from 1100 hours until 
1145 hours. 

All members are welcome at both of these services. 
Alan McNulty 

The WA members enjoying the day at Mandurah in April. 

May the 14th was a proud moment for David and Pam 
Brooks as their daughter Courtney was presented with a 
Long Tan Bursary by the Hon. Alan Griffin, Minister for 
Veterans Affairs and Minister of Defence Personnel. The 

presentation was attended 
by Commodore Nick Helyer 
MBE, RANR, and CEO for 
the Australian Veterans’ Chil-
dren Assistance Trust.  
Courtney completed high 
school and College at St. 
Patricks College Launceston 
and is now furthering her 
studies in Food Science and 
Nutrition at Deakin Univer-
sity, Burwood, Melbourne. 
Congratulations Courtney 
from all of us. 

Now a little background on David, he served with A 
Coy 5RAR from Dec 1969 until Feb 1970. When the Bat-
talion RTA’ed, he completed his tour with C Coy 8RAR. 
He re-enlisted and served with 3RAR, at Woodside SA. 
David finished a 6 year period of enlistment with 
the  Royal Australian Corps of Military Police (RACMP) in 
Brisbane where he took his discharge in 1979. After dis-
charge from the armed forces, David joined the Tasma-
nian Police Service where he served for 22 years and 
attained the rank of Sergeant. 
The week preceding Anzac Day in Launceston was wild 
and woolly, high winds, thunder and lightning no place for 
the faint of heart. On the day however ‘Tassie’ showed its 
best of autumn weather clear blue skies and a nice warm 
breeze why be any where else. 
We had a number of visitors join us this year, John Cun-
ningham and Jack Fenton, B Coy 2nd tour, travelled 
down from the big island for the day, sorry you blokes 
were unable to join us for lunch. We also welcomed Peter 
McCarthy and his lovely wife Mary, Peter served with C 
Coy 2nd tour which gave our Kevin Mulligan the claim 
that his mob were the biggest on the day. Sorry mate B 
Coy had John, Jack, Jim and myself so 4 beats 3 any-
time. 
Lunch was held at our home away from home at Kains 
Cafe Bar, thanks Rod for your hospitality, guess it is a 
sign of the times when we hold a long lunch and only con-
sume a couple of light beers (must be age). 
Long Tan Day is our next event and we have been invited 
back to St Marys for the day, could we please have a 
show "of hands" if you will be in attendance, contact my-
self or Kevin Mulligan regarding accommodation, etc. 
Last year we were very well received by the local commu-
nity so lets do it again.  
I would like to take this opportunity to offer, on behalf of 
all the B Coy 1st tour, our congratulations to our "old" 
CQMS ‘Sailor’ Mealing on his marriage to the lovely 

(Continued on page 5) 

TAS 

Courtney Brooks accepting 
her Bursary from the Minister. 



5 AROUND THE STATES - Cont. 

QLD -  Cont. 

ANZAC DAY; We had a reasonable turnout this year in 
Brisbane. All up we had about 25 which is not too bad 
considering it was a long weekend.  Not sure why we 
need a public holiday just because ANZAC Day falls on a 
Sunday.  The crowds seem to get bigger each year and 
this year was no exception, with a fabulous turnout of 
spectators. 
It was great to see Ron Sheringham’s daughter, Tina 
Devlin, and her two daughters marching.  Alan Harwood 
turned up again after a few years living in the UK.  Wel-
come home Alan. Also Dot Gilbert was able to march with 
us again this year.  Thanks to the flag and banner bearers 
for a sterling effort. 

I encourage all members in the area to make the effort 
and join us for the ANZAC Day march.  It is good to catch 

QLD 

Some, but not all of this years Brisbane marchers. 

TAS -  Cont. 

Donna,  gee girl you don't know what you're getting into, 
he led a lot of young soldiers astray! Well done Mate! 
That's about all from down here except to ask all you 
‘Tassie’ blokes to keep in touch. 

John Smee 

(Continued from page 4) 

C Coy 2nd Tour members Peter McCarthy, Kevin Mulligan, Malcolm 
Youd and the banner-bearers in Launceston. 

up with  everyone  each  year, but more  importantly the 
march shows our respect for our fallen and departed 
mates.  Please consider making the effort in 2011. 
A few of us went to the Embassy Hotel for a few clean-
sing ales after the march, and had a great time.  I would 
like to see more of us head to the same spot next year, 
but I will leave that planning up to our new State Rep 
Kerry White. 
On that note, welcome to the fold Kerry and I wish you all 
the best in your new role. 
My genuine thanks to all those that supported and as-
sisted me in my time as Qld Rep.  See you all at next 
year’s march. 

Bruce Schmidtchen 

 
G’day from your new Queensland representative, Kerry 
White. 
It seems there was not a rush of volunteers when Bruce 
Schmidtchen retired (and well done to Bruce) and it also 
seems I did not learn the lesson about volunteering many 
years ago, and put my hand up.  
I was a Nasho who joined the Battalion as a “reo” during 
the first tour to Vietnam (6 Platoon, B Company).  
I served again with the Army Reserve as a Public Rela-
tions Officer from 1990, having become a journalist some 
years after discharge in 1967.  
Over the years I have been involved now and then with 
RSL and other veteran activities. I am still doing some 
media work – with government. 
I have received a program for Vietnam Veterans Day in 
Brisbane on Wednesday, 18 August, organised as usual 
by VVAA. 
The latest advice I have for this is; Meet ‘N’ Greet Treas-
ury Casino 0930 to 1145 in the Premiers Bar including 
Finger Food and reduced price drinks; 1145 form up in 
Queens Park (adjacent in Elizabeth St); step off noon for 
march to Anzac Square led by Army Band; Service com-
mences 1230 (Guest speaker Frank Benfield). 
I did send out an advice by email (to a limited address list 
that I have) for a bowls day/barbecue on Sunday, 22 Au-
gust, but I received very few positive responses – so no 
go. Anyway, I realised subsequently there is a Legacy 
Day with the Army Band at the RAR Memorial Walk at 
Enoggera on the same day. 
However, if anyone is interested in a Brisbane get-
together on a weekend in early November, let me know. It 
would be a barbecue with non-compulsory social bowls 
probably at Ithaca Bowls Club, Red Hill. Let me know at 
kerry.white@optusnet.com.au ; also contact me there on 
any other relevant matters. 

Kerry White 
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NEW DVA HEALTH CARDS   
DVA clients will begin receiving their new and improved 
Repatriation Health Cards.  
Around 40,000 new gold, white and orange Repatriation 
Health Cards will shortly begin arriving in the letterboxes 
of clients, and be completed by the end of August 2010.  
The new cards will have a magnetic strip which will con-
tain data including the veteran’s full name, file number, 
card type and expiry date.   
Micro-printing and the addition of a DVA registered holo-
gram will ensure enhanced security and reduce the likeli-
hood of reproduction.  
The new cards will work the same way as Medicare or 
private health fund cards — just one swipe will enable 
health providers to immediately access the client’s infor-
mation and streamline the claims process.  

BRIG COLIN KHAN DSO, AM (RETD) 
HONOURED  

You may have seen in the media 
recently that our patron, Briga-
dier Colin Khan DSO. (Retd), 
has been made a Member (AM) 
of the General Division of the 
Order of Australia in the 2010 
Queen’s Birthday Honours. 
The brief extract of the citation 
reads “For service to the com-
munity through the development 
of memorials commemorating the Korean and Vietnam 
conflicts and as a supporter and patron of ex-service or-
ganisations”. 
This is a very brief summary of the many activities that 
Colin has been involved in for many years behind the 
scenes and he is thoroughly deserving of this award. We 
offer to Colin the congratulations of the 5RAR Associa-
tion. 

ACT 

60th Anniversary of the Korean War Commemoration 
The 5RAR Association Patron, Brig Colin Khan, DSO, 
AM, (Retd), has taken on a new task recently. Brigadier 
Khan has been asked to Chair the Planning Committee 
for the National Commemoration in Canberra of the 60th 
Anniversary of commencement of the Korean War. 
Some members of the 5RAR Association served in Korea 
with 1RAR, 2RAR or 3RAR in the early years of The 
Royal Australian Regiment. Historians have called Korea 
the ‘the forgotten war’, however, the Australian Govern-
ment has decided to honour the Korean War veterans 
with a Nation Commemoration in Canberra on the 23rd 
October 2010. 
The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) has formed a 
planning committee under the chairmanship of Colin 
Khan to plan the events for 23rd October 2010. Currently 
the Committee is planning the following events: 
• National Commemorative Service at the Australian 

National Korean War Memorial commencing at 1100 
hours; and 

• A combined dinner in the evening of the 23rd Octo-
ber 2010. 

Discounted accommodation has been arranged at 
Rydges Lakeside Hotel in Canberra. DVA is also holding 
discussions with the South Korean Embassy about the 
possibility of a reception or a lunch following the National 
Commemorative Service.     
If you are a Korean War veteran interested in attending 
the National Commemoration in Canberra of the 60th An-
niversary of commencement of the Korean War then 
please contact Barry Morgan, either on 02 6255 4531 or 
b.m126489@bigpond.com  

Barry Morgan 

VIC 

Anzac Day this year fell on a Sunday and once again 
proved to be a highlight for many veterans and people in 
the Armed Services, both current and former.  It is special 
because it is an opportunity for old friends to catch up and 
help out, even if the help is just a bit of emotional support 
for one another.   
It is a mark of 5RAR’s high esprit de corps that each year 
we seem to be better represented than the other battal-
ions on such occasions and this year we were joined by 
half-a-dozen or so currently serving 5RAR Tigers from 
Darwin who were down here on a course at Point Cook, 
which lowered the collective average age and raised the 
collective average wisdom somewhat.  The following day, 
Monday was the Anzac Day public holiday here in Victo-
ria, which nearly made me wish I wasn’t retired. 
On Thursday, 8 July I attended the funeral in Berwick (SE 
of Melbourne) of Peter John Lochrie or ‘Lockers’ to his 
friends.  Peter was a member of the 5RAR Association 
who served as a LCPL with A Coy and CHQ on the sec-
ond tour.  If attendance is any measure of respect, then 
the overflow crowd spoke volumes of Peter.   
He passed away on Sunday 4 July, the day after his 63rd 
birthday, as a result of cancer.  We learned that he was 
diagnosed with cancer some 11 years ago and was given 
just two years to live.  It would appear that the big C al-
most bit off more than it could chew.  Peter was a fighter 
to be reckoned with.   
Members of the 5RAR Association extend our condo-
lences to his family, his sons Aaron and David, and his 
four grandchildren of whom he was so very proud.  Vale 
Peter Lochrie. 
Doug Bishop 

AROUND THE STATES - Cont. 

Quote: "Television brought the brutality of war into the 
comfort of the living room. Vietnam was lost in the living 
rooms of America -- not on the battlefields of Vietnam."  

Marshall McLuhan, interview in the Montreal Gazette  
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25 April 2010: I prevaricated for nearly forty years. Could 
not see the point of it all and watching it on the television 
it did not seem such a big deal. When people asked me 
“are you marching this year” I would say “no”. When they 
asked why I did not know how to answer or I would an-
swer with some garbage that even I did not believe. 
Anyway, after the hugely successful reunion at Tweed 
Heads I started to think more and more about that year in 
South East Asia. Just what it was about and the people I 
served with. Reading the stories in Half Circle and the 
5RAR website got me thinking more and more. So, after 
some gentle persuasion from my wife I decided to give 
this years march a go. 
I thought about doing the local march but I thought, bug-
ger it, if I am going to march it should be the big one in 
Sydney. 
I arrived at the assembly point two hours early, they were 
not going to go without me! Talked to a few other early 
starters and wandered about a bit. Bands were warming 
up everywhere and the atmosphere was fantastic. But 
where the bloody hell was the 5RAR mob. Talked to the 
guys from 5/7 RAR and they said I could march with them 
if I wanted to. No way, it was the Tigers or I was going 
home. 
Then I spotted Bluey Schafer carrying the rolled up Ban-
ner. Finally someone I knew. Then they started to roll up 
and I started to feel good. Shook hands with Dave Wil-
kins. He missed the reunion so it was good to see him 
again. The banter got louder and louder, bands started up 
and people were marching. We were still on the footpath. 
Then 4RAR marched off and we were still on the foot-
path. 
The blokes from 6RAR started to give us dirty looks and 
the marshal yelled out “where the bloody hell is 5RAR”. 
So we sort of fell on to the road behind the 5RAR banner 
and off we went. All of a sudden things changed. The 
banter stopped. We soon sorted our selves into ranks and 
started marching like we had never stopped. Dave up the 
front, then the Banner then the rest of us. 
Just as we were about to turn into Martin Place we were 
stopped by a marshal. A pipe band was slotted in right in 
front of us. You beauty. As we marched past the ceno-

taph Dave gave us an “eyes right”. Surprised me for a 
second until I realised what it was for. 
Then we turned into George Street and the memories 
flooded back. Last time I did this was in Jungle Greens 
and carrying an SLR, Genghis was up the front. Smart 
and proud despite the crap that came from some of the 
crowd. Now was different. A huge wave of emotion envel-
oped the march from both sides of the road. Old ladies 
held up signs saying “Thank You”. Little kids held up 
signs saying “Thank You”. I was looking around trying to 
spot my wife and then there she was. Up the back of the 
crowd waving her umbrella. She had been following me 
down George Street trying to get my attention. I puffed 
out my chest a little further and marched on. 
“Good on you boys”, “good job fellas”, “go the Ti-
gers” (think they were Balmain supporters). Up George 
Street, past the Town Hall, left turn and along to Hyde 
Park. Right turn and then Dave says ”fall out if you have-
n't already”. 
But on we marched, up Castlereagh St straight into the 
Crown Hotel. But that is another story. Now if people ask 
me if I will be marching I will say “my bloody oath mate, 
wild horses would not keep me away, I am an Australian 
Returned Digger after all”. 

Alan Miles. “C” Company 69/70 

I MARCHED UP GEORGE STREET FOR THE  
SECOND TIME TODAY 

Alan Miles with the 5RAR Association Banner 

5RAR CELEBRATES ANZAC DAY  
On the 25th April 2010 soldiers of 
the Fifth Battalion gathered to pay 
tribute to those who had served 
and fallen for our country. Soldiers 
and family listened solemnly as 
stories emphasising the ANZAC 
spirit were told. This was the first 
ANZAC day for many of the soldiers and it couldn’t have 
been more relevant as many of them prepare to deploy. 
As many reflected on the sacrifices they and their families 
may soon be required to make, respects were paid to the 
soldiers who had bravely served our country in previous 
wars. All those present stood silently as wreaths were 
placed down in the ANZAC memory.  
At the completion of the ceremony soldiers of Charlie 
Company gathered in ceremonial dress for the march 
through Darwin city. Soldiers from the Army, Navy and 
the Air Force all formed up proudly in preparation for the 
march. The police along with other community organisa-
tion were also invited to attend. The crowd cheered as all 
members of the parade marched before them. At the con-
clusion of the march an exhilarated Charlie Company 
went back to the battalion ‘boozer’.  
New soldiers gathered with former veterans to share sto-
ries and drinks as well as play traditional Australian 
games such as two-up. Family and friends remained at 
the battalion ‘boozer’ for hours to celebrate and com-
memorate the spirit of the ANZACs.  

PTE Braden Jay Rowe 
C Coy 5RAR Darwin 
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Time was getting short for 5RAR with the date for RTA 
(return to Australia) on 27 February 1970 approaching. 
The battalion was embroiled in the final operations of its 
second tour of active service in South Vietnam. 

Extended Time in the Bush 
C Company 5RAR was little different from other rifle com-
panies in the battalion when, from 1 November 1969 until 
our last day of operations on 16 February 1970, a period 
of a bit over 15 weeks, we only had two rest breaks, each 
of two days, plus a three day break for Christmas. The 
battalion’s final operation, Operation Bondi, was excep-
tionally long from 28 December 1969 to 16 February 
1970, a period of 7 weeks. My diary records this, (and 
reveals apparent fatigue and frustration at the time): 
"17 Dec 69. Great bloody Xmas break we are getting- 
spending the entire "break" in the bush. The digs are 
even chiming "so many killing days to Xmas." To top it off 
we are about to embark from this great 'rest' onto our last 
operation of the tour — and it is to be our LONGEST — 7 
WEEKS. Man's a bloody robot!" 
As we headed out on the final operation the troops began 
the count down by chanting "60 days and a wakey," 
meaning 60 days and a wake-up before departing South 
Vietnam for home. 
Keeping us in the bush on the final operations for such a 
long period was partly a consequence of an alcohol re-
lated fragging murder in 9 RAR, some months earlier, 
during the wind down phase of that battalion. "Fragging" 
derived its name from the fragmentation or shrapnel from 
an exploding grenade, in this case lobbed into an officer's 
tent. 
One consequence of our policy was the reduction of our 
fighting strengths of the rifle companies during the final 
operation. My diary records: 
"12 Feb 70. Had to fly out all members of the Advance 
Party for Australia (departing on the 18th) from op during 
our re-supply. What with this, LOBs, casualties, and per-
sons reposted to other units in SVN, my coy [Company] 
fighting strength is now down to 55 plus an FO [Artillery 
Forward Observer] party and 2 engineers. Fifty-five!! As a 
result, what with [7 Platoon Commander] Ian Hosie 
wounded and in hospital, I have formed two composite 
platoons from three, disbanding 7 Pl; and still both the 
platoons are only 23 strong each." 
This reduced fighting strength was of some concern, as 
all platoons and CHQ with Support Section of C Company 
became engaged in battles with squad and platoon-sized 
enemy on about 9 occasions in our last 2 weeks, includ-
ing a heavy contact in the Dat Set region, to the east of 
the Long Tan rubber, which necessitated a troop of tanks 
being reacted from the Horseshoe to assist in the ensuing 
attack on the enemy bunker system (for a description of 
some of the those contacts, see the article “The Final Bat-
tle of 5RAR in Vietnam” on the 5RAR website). All up, the 
battalion had something in the order of 28 engagements 
with enemy troops or unoccupied bunker systems in the 
last two weeks of this operation. 

Return to Nui Dat 
Whether or not the minimisation of our time in Nui Dat 
base camp and the reduction of grog available during the 
pack-up of the battalion was warranted, it will never be 
known for sure, but the fact is that 5RAR did not experi-
ence any troubles during this phase. 
My diary makes reference to this and the potential alcohol 
problem: 
"17-26 Feb 1970. Clean up in base area in preparation for 
hand over to 7 RAR. Period passed without incident, the 
soldiers being surprisingly well behaved despite restric-
tion placed on grog, and a completely "dry" camp for the 
last two days. Success is probably attributed to the equal 
restrictions for ALL ranks."  (On reflection I’m not too sure 
just how dry some of the troops were.) 
The final duty was a hand-over ceremony of our defen-
sive position at Nui Dat to 7RAR, the Porky Battalion; but 
not before some provocative and generally crude pig 
jokes were made wishing them well for the coming year. 

Return to Australia 
5RAR's Advance Party, under command of Captain Tim 
Britten (2ic D Company) departed Vietnam for Australia 
by civil air on 18 February. On 27 February the main body 
of the battalion followed. We travelled by truck from Nui 
Dat to Vung Tau and then by LCM to HMAS Sydney 
moored in Vung Tau harbour. 

The sea trip via the Sunda Strait of Indonesia (between 
the islands of Sumatra and Java) to Fremantle, and then 
onto Sydney, was calm as a millpond. Some of the troops 
experienced ship transfer on the Bosun’s chair from the 
HMAS Sydney to its escort the HMAS Duchess, a Daring 
Class Destroyer. Generally though, the decks were full of 
inactive soldiers, sleeping, reading, playing cards and just 
relaxing. This unwinding process was a most therapeutic 
way to RTA after the turmoil and trauma of active service 
operations. (Those who flew back had little time to adjust 
and unwind. One day they were on active service. The 
next day they were in 'Civvy Street’. It would be quite un-

(Continued on page 9) 

Some 5RAR members were transferred on the Bosun’s chair from 
the HMAS Sydney to its escort the HMAS Duchess. 

FINAL DAYS OF THE SECOND TOUR 
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SOD TURNED ON WALK 

The first sod has been turned on the Vietnam Veterans' 
Commemorative Walk project at Seymour in Victoria, near 
Puckapunyal. 
C o m m a n d e r  L W D C  Brig Mark Holmes joined Com-
memorative Walk committee chairman Ross Stewart and 
Mitchell Shire Mayor Bill Melbourne in breaking the 
first ground for stage one of the project - the Luscombe 
Bowl. 
Some of the 140 Vietnam Veterans who live in the area 
also attended to support the project. 
Stage one will be a full-sized replica of the Luscombe 
Bowl  in  V ie tnam where Defence personnel were able to 
relax and watch live entertainment. 
The project is a collaborative effort by Mitchell Shire 
and the Mitchell Sub Branch of the Vietnam Veterans' 
Association. 
Ul t imate ly,  i t  w i l l  feature a 400m walk along a red-
earth path lined with all 62,100 names of those who 
served in Vietnam etched in stainless steel. 
Counci l lor  Melbourne said he hoped the walk, the 
Puckapunyal Tank Museum, and the Light Horse Memorial 
Park would, together, form a significant national attraction 
in Mitchell Shire. 
Further stages of the project will see the construc-
tion of a native geometric landscape reminiscent of rice 
paddies and rubber-tree plantations in Vietnam, with other 
Vietnam war icons such as an Iroquois, a Centurion 
and an M113 APC planned to be incorporated later. 
Final touches - landscaping, car parking and service-road 
connections - should be finished by 2013. 

derstandable if they experienced more adjustment prob-
lems than the veterans who floated gently back over the 
longer period.)                  
Following a 4-hour stopover at Fremantle, when we dis-
embarked the West Aussies and made a quick visit to 
SAS barracks at Swanbourne, we proceeded to Sydney, 
arriving on 10 March 1970. 

5RAR March Through Sydney 
10 March 1970 was a fine, sunny autumn day in Sydney. 
All ranks, dressed to the nines in starched greens, slouch 
hats, and gold lanyards on the left shoulder, stood shoul-
der to shoulder, lining the top deck as we proceeded 
through Sydney Heads until docking at Woolloomooloo. 
Here, we were met by an excited and emotional crowd of 
family and friends. With the ship moored we trooped 
down the gangplank to the arms of those meeting us. It 
was wonderful to be home. Then it was time to form up 
and march through the city.  
The Sydney lunchtime crowd, several rows deep, lined 
either side of Martin Place and George Street to loudly 
cheer, applaud and wave flags for the returning veterans 
of the Tiger Battalion. Spectators crowded their office win-
dows to get a better view from above. It was a friendly 
and welcoming crowd with ticker tape floating down from 
the office buildings either side.  
I have a clear recollection of our march through Sydney 
that day. I also have a video film of the march to confirm 
my memory. This can also be seen on the official 5 RAR 
historical video. The march through Sydney was unevent-
ful as far as incidents were concerned and instead we felt 
a surge of pride to be returning to Australia after a job 
well done and being second to none. 
There have been many different experiences surrounding 
the veterans’ homecomings from this war; some came on 
stretchers or crutches, some were whole-bodied but emo-
tionally scarred and some of the fortunate were relatively 
unscathed. Some experiences were warm and welcom-
ing, others were lonely, some involved protesters against 
the war, but all these experiences involved the emotional 
relief to be home.  
There were no unsavoury incidents when we marched 
through Sydney that day, although I do recall reading a 
newspaper report of another Battalion (1RAR) being the 
subject of some red paint being smeared on their CO as 
he headed their march in 1966. 
That did not occur to 5RAR 
on this occasion. The proud 
Tiger Battalion was home. On 
that day both Tigers and au-
dience were tame. The anti-
war demonstrations and 
moratoriums were kept for 
other days. 

David Wilkins 
OC C Company 
Dec 69 - Mar 70  

(Continued from page 8) 

FINAL DAYS OF THE SECOND 
TOUR - Cont. 

“MEMORIES OF SOUTH VIETNAM” DVD 
The photo slideshow that was shown, on the video 
screens, during the 45th Anniversary Dinner at the Gold 
Coast Convention and Entertainment Centre is now avail-
able for purchase in DVD format. 

Titled, “Memories of South Vietnam”, 
the over 400 photos were gathered 
from as wide as possible range of 
members and sub-units of the Battal-
ion’s two Tours of Duty in South 
Vietnam. The Disc which will play 

through your DVD player and TV, runs for approximately 
1 hour, with a soundtrack of  musical hits of the era. 
“Memories of South Vietnam” will be produced individu-
ally, on an ‘as needed’ basis, for members wishing to ob-
tain a copy. It can be ordered by contacting Gary Town-
send, garyt5rar@gmail (07) 5572-5935 (0412) 767-975 
for payment and delivery details. 
The cost of this DVD is $10.00 which includes producing, 
packaging and postage to any address in Australia. Any 
money over and above the production and postage costs 
will be deposited to 5RAR Association funds. 
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The 27 Feb 2010 General Meeting agreed to amend the Association Constitution to provide for Life Membership of the 
Association.  Life Membership can be conferred on an ordinary member who has been a financial member for at least 
20 years and has given outstanding service to the Association.  No more than two life memberships may be 
awarded in each calendar year.   
Nominations for Life membership which could be awarded during 2011 will be considered by the Committee at the first 
Committee meeting to be held during early 2011.   
A nomination for Life Membership can be submitted by an ordinary member.  It should consist of no more than one page 
giving details of the outstanding service to be considered.  If you wish to nominate an eligible member for consideration, 
the nomination should be sent to the Secretary or The President of the Association by 31st December 2010.  Awards will 
be announced on 1st March and presentations will be made on or before ANZAC Day 2011. 
Life Membership is a recognition by the Association of outstanding service to the Association by one of  its members.  
In 2010 Life Membership was awarded to Brian Budden and Geoff Pearson (see page 11), both long serving members 
of the Association. 
Please make all nominations written and confidential. 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP  

Opening Balance Cheque Account     $ 58,624.41 
INCOME 
Dues $  3,305.00 
Memorabilia Sales $      20,602.65 
Donations $   619.00 
DVA Grants                                      $  3,694.00 
Copyright $    598.48 
Reunion 2010 $    137,238.00  $ 166,057.13 $ 224,681.54 
 
EXPENDITURE 
Postage & Handling -$ 5,737.91 
Printing and Stationery -$      6,517.40 
Memorabilia Purchases -$      34,790.94 
Cash Investment Trust -$ 65,000.00 
Floral Tributes  -$       270.00 
Website -$ 295.51 
Bank Fees -$       80.65 
Miscellaneous -$ 861.48 
GST -$      9,317.70 
Reunion 2010 -$    77,814.08 
Raffle -$   2,064.25 -$  202,749.82  $ 21,931.72  
 
 
CBA Cheque Account Balance 30 June 2010       $  21,931.72 
Less Unpresented Cheques -$ 0.00 
Cash Book Balance -$ 21,931.72 -$ 21,931.72 $ 21,931.72 
 
CASH INVESTMENT TRUST 
Opening Balance 1 July 2009 $ 27,390.45 
Deposits  $ 65,000.00 
Interest $ 2,729.16  
Reunion Costs -$ 50,459.40 
Bank Fees -$ 59.00 $ 44,601.21 $ 44,601.21  
 
 
MEMBERS’ EQUITY 
Cheque Account $  21,931.72 
Cash Investment Account $ 44,601.21 
Stock On Hand At Cost $ 10,654.96 
     
TOTAL   $ 77,187.89 
      
OUTSTANDING INVOICES 
The Pack Factory - April Tiger Tales -$ 4,500.00  -$ 4,500.00      
 
Total Asset Balance as at 30 June 2010     $     72,687.89 

5 RAR ASSOCIATION FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
1 July 2009 – 30 June 2010 
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BRIAN BUDDEN 
Brian Budden commenced his working life as a 
screen printer with its associated artistic and 
technical aspects. 
In 1965, he was enlisted into the Army as a Na-
tional Serviceman. Following advanced infantry 
training, he was posted to 5RAR as a member of 9 Pl, C 
Coy, later to be transferred to C Coy HQ as the Intelli-
gence NCO.  He served with the Battalion in South Viet-
nam on its first tour of duty during 1966-7 and took part in 
every operation in which C Coy had a role.  He carried 
out his tasks as a rifleman and provided essential intelli-
gence support to Coy and Pl leaders. When not on opera-
tional duty, he used his sign writing talents to produce 
signage throughout the Company base and for Battalion 
sites, much of it humorous and tongue in cheek, to the 

amusement of viewers 
and visitors 
Upon completion of his 
National Service com-
mitment, Brian contin-
ued military service with 
the Royal New South 
Wales Regiment and 
since 2001 as an Officer 
of Cadets with 213 Army 
Cadet Unit. 
Brian had maintained 
contact with former 
5RAR colleagues and 
arranged sub unit reun-

ions.  In 1989, already a member of the 5RAR Associa-
tion he was appointed a member of the National Commit-
tee and served as the Memorabilia Officer. 
After completing a university degree (BA) and several 
managerial roles in his chosen industry, Brian became 
the owner and Managing Director of Rebel Graphics.  In 
his factory and with his specialized machinery and his 
talents, he designed and produced at no cost to the Asso-
ciation, an enormous quantity of memorabilia and items 
for use at Association formal and reunion occasions.  
Over the past 20 years he has donated an enormous 
quantity of items including place mats, coasters, menus, 
car stickers, name badges, programmes, all tastefully 
commemorating departed comrades and Battalion his-
tory.  He was at the forefront of volunteers who were re-
sponsible for the production of significant events in the life 
of the Association. 
As a Committee member for over twenty years, Brian has 
given valuable service for the betterment of members, 
and events.  He has contributed personally to the present 
good financial position of the Association.  He is fiercely 
protective of the reputation and symbolic importance of 
the Association. 
Brian Budden has served the Fifth Battalion and the As-
sociation with distinction during a period of 45 years.  He 
is an excellent candidate for appointment as one of the 
inaugural life members. 

GEOFF PEARSON 
Geoff Pearson was enlisted into the Army as a 
National Serviceman in 1967.  After his corps 
training in Infantry he was posted to the 5th Bat-
talion The Royal Australian Regiment.  He 
served with the Battalion in South Vietnam in C 

Company as a machine gunner during its second tour of 
duty. 
After the completion of his National Service, Geoff re-
sumed his career in banking.  In later years he estab-
lished his own business which he conducts in Sydney. 
As a member of the 5RAR Association, Geoff was ap-
pointed in the 1980s to the National Committee and 
served as Publicity Officer.  In that role he initiated the 
publication of Tiger Tales in 1987 and continued until 
1994.  He recognized the need for Association identity on 
occasions such as ANZAC Day so he designed and sub-
sequently produced at his own expense the first Associa-
tion Banners which are now updated and distributed to all 
State Branches. 
He prepared a computerized data base for the Associa-
tion and personally financed the design and manufacture 
of Association ties and membership badges until the As-
sociation was in a position to accept these costs. 
Geoff has been the Association National Secretary for 
over twelve years.  He has maintained a comprehensive 
record of the activities of the Association and in particular 
the Committee.  He has maintained contact with many ex
-members of the Battalion and has become a valuable 
point of contact for all members.  He has arranged regu-
lar reunions of former sub-unit colleagues and has been a 
principal organizer in the much larger regular regimental 
reunions. 
Geoff Pearson has served 5RAR and the 5RAR Associa-
tion with distinction for 
over 40 years.  He has 
given freely of his time, 
his own resources and 
funds. As a principal 
office bearer of the As-
sociation he is fiercely 
protective of the reputa-
tion and symbolic impor-
tance of the Associa-
tion.  He is an excellent 
candidate for appoint-
ment as one of the inau-
gural life members of 
the Association. 
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It is with sadness the we were advised of the passing of LCPL Reginald ’Reg’ Smith of 9 Pla-
toon (2nd tour). Reg died in the early hours of Thursday 29th April 2010 at Dubbo Hospital, he 
was 60 years old. 
In his time with 9 Platoon during our deployment to SVN in 1969/70, Reg was never what I 
could call the quintessential soldier. He was however committed to his trade as an infantry-
man.  A barracks soldier?  Hardly, he was in his element in the bush. 
All of us who served with Reg will remember him as a typical Aussie larrikin and a bit of a 
rogue. As we all got to know, Reg was a gregarious character who loved his role as a dig-
ger. Typically, he got stuck into any task he was allocated and managed to provide a balance 
between professionalism and larrikinism. He was always quick with a joke, even if they were 
not always funny, and he was just as quick with a good story. Reg was also quick with an opin-

ion. He was only too pleased to ‘educate’ anyone on the finer points of soldiering, especially the role of the forward 
scout. 
My enduring memory of Reg will be his regular advice to me at reunions and on the occasions that he would telephone 
me at home in recent years to have a chat: “Best forward scout in the business, hey Skipper!” 
Irrespective of the cards that were dealt Reg in his later years, he remained in my eye, a good soldier, a great team 
member and, to my wife and daughter who met him at platoon reunions, a lovable rogue. He had character and was a 
character. 
Every team needed someone like Reg and we in 9 Platoon were fortunate to have him in our close-knit team. His loss 
leaves a gap that cannot be replaced and I for one already miss him. 
Reg, despite our fundamental ‘command and control’ differences from time to time, was a good soldier and a good-
natured, knock-about bloke. 
A funeral was held for Reg at 11:00 Monday 10 May in Bingara, NSW. 
Rest in peace, Reg. Your duty is done.                                                                                  LTCOL Roger Lambert (Retd) 

218012 REGINALD WILLIAM SMITH 
26 December 1949 - 29 April 2010 

2788419 MICHAEL BERNARD SKELLY 
29 May 1947 - 2 April 2010 

Mick was in a bad way in the Intensive Care Unit (ICU) at the Canberra Hospital for almost a 
fortnight. His Mum told me that he asked to be checked out and returned to Goulburn Hospital 
to die. To accommodate Mick’s wish to be nearer to his Mum, three brothers and five sisters, 
DVA arranged for a Chopper flight all the way to Goulburn.  Not a ‘Huey”, but I don’t think that 
Mick would have minded too much. 
His Mum, Joan, told me that he was coming good on the Monday night and when I spoke with 
his Nurse on the Tuesday she confirmed, that in true Tiger Spirit, Mick had rallied and was off 
life support and had been transferred to a ward. She passed on my message to Mick, that he 
was able to acknowledge. 
When I called back in the hope of more good news at 1:30pm on Friday 2nd April, I asked the 
Nurse about Mick, there was a brief silence, then she gave me the gut wrenching news that 
Mick had passed away about 10:00 am that morning. It is a comfort  to know, that all his family were with him to the end. 
I knew Mick for 43 years and even on that sad day I couldn’t think about him for too long without smiling or crying. That 
day, and the next, I did both, as did some of his old Platoon Mates from A Company. Mick was a born and bred Goul-
burn boy and the church was packed. It was good to see that Peter Wells, Brian Lewis, Norman Chiew and Brian Al-
mond from Mick’s old Platoon made it to say their farewells. I also thank them for the photos of Mick. 
Mick lived with his Mum to his final days and never married. Instead, he was a favourite Uncle to a tribe of Nieces and 
Nephews. Of the four Skelly boys, Mick, Clyde and Steve all served with 5RAR at some point in time. Is that a record? 
Both Mick and Clyde served in Vietnam on the 2nd Tour while Bernard, the youngest, joined Artillery. Four boys in the 
Army and Mick’s five sisters were all Nurses.  
Mick is survived by his Mum Joan, and brothers Clyde, Steve and Bernard and sisters Kaye, Joy, Cheryl, Sandra and Jo
-Anne 
You’ve done more than your bit Mick, and thanks for being a True Blue Mate and for the great memories. 

Bill O’Mara 
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3793713 MICHAEL FRANCIS LEAHY 

11 August 1947 - 9 May 2010 
It is with great sadness that I advise of the passing of Mick Leahy in Melbourne on Sunday 
9th May 2010.  Mick served in 3 Platoon during the second tour and distinguished himself 
as a brave and competent soldier. He was wounded twice during the tour and took part in 
all major engagements.  He particularly distinguished himself when he and privates Kevin 
(Willie) William and Tim Donnelly recovered Lieutenant John Lee’s body under intense 
enemy fire.   
For the last 30 years Mick has suffered as a result of his service but always remained in 
close contact with his 5RAR mates. He attended this year’s reunion on the Gold Coast. 
Mick’s funeral was held on Friday 14 May at St Leonard's Roman Catholic Church, 349 
Springvale Rd, Glen Waverley at 1:00 pm. 
Lest We Forget. 

 John James 

18446 COLIN DOUGLAS GENTRY-PIKE 
24 October 1946 - 23 May 2010 

I would like to advise your organisation of the passing of my father who was a member of 
5RAR and did a tour in Vietnam (RAEME Armourer attached to D Coy 1966-67) and he 
then returned as an interpreter until 1970. 
My father’s name is Colin Douglas Gentry-Pike. 
He was born 24 October 1946 and passed away from cancer at Junee hospital at 
4.07am, 23rd May 2010. 
He was surrounded by his wife and children when he passed away. 
Colin’s funeral was held at the Wagga Wagga Cemetery on Tuesday 25 May. 

Shane Gentry-Pike 

4410641 STEPHEN THOMAS HARRIS 
25 July 1945 - 6 June 2010 

We have been notified of the passing of Pte Stephen Harris, of Blanchetown, South Australia, 
he slipped away in the Waikerie Hospital on the morning of Sunday 6 June after a battle with 
lung cancer. 
Stephen served with 11 Pl, D Coy, on 5RAR’s 2nd tour in South Vietnam, from April 1966 until 
September 1966 when he was RTA’ed on medical grounds. 
A funeral was held for Stephen at Knights Funerals, in Para Hills West on Friday 11 June. 
Resting Easy Now. 

2412547 RAYMOND WALTER REEVES 
26 February 1949 -  14 June 2010 

The Association has been advised that Pte Raymond Reeves passed away in the Armidale Hospital 
at 2200 hours on Monday 14 June. 
Ray, who served in RAASC, transferred from 1RAR to 5RAR in February 1969 on the Battalion’s 
arrival in South Vietnam for the 2nd Tour. He was attached to Adm Coy until his RTA in August 
1969. 
A funeral service was held for Ray at St Stephens Anglican Church, Armidale, NSW, on Friday 18 
June. 

His Duty Done. 
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The "originals” of the Aus t r a l i an  A r m y ' s  ub iquitous 
reconnaissance platoon have been overwhelmed by 
the eagerness of modern-day successors to hear from 
their "tribal elders". 
Mick von Berg, the second-l ieutenant commander of 
the first recon platoon raised during the Vietnam War and 
former corporal Bill Harvey were guests of 2RAR recon 
platoon last month... and their visit was appreciated. 
Testament to their enthusiasm, the 2RAR unit training 
facility was filled to capacity by recon platoon mem-
bers from 2RAR and 1RAR when the two "originals" 
spoke on a Sunday morning. 
Mr von Berg said the idea of an infantry battalion having a 
recon platoon grew out of need during the Vietnam 
War for an infantry battalion to have its own recon-
naissance capability. 
"We had the SAS patrol out to 30kms from each 
f ire Support base, but i t  was a dif ferent organisa-
tion and the information, a l though accurate, was 
sometimes dated between receipt of the original 
information and the time that the Battalion acted on 
that information on operations.” Mr von Berg Said. 
A former digger,  he was promoted to corporal 
(several times, after also losing his "hooks" on more 
than one occasion), before complet ing his OCS 
tra ining graduating as a 2LT in 1965, "I was never a 
'Yes' man," he said, grinning. 
A t  Nu i  Dat  in  V ie tnam,  CO 5RAR LTCOL John 
Warr, OPSO MAJ Max Carroll and IO CAPT Dr Robert 
O'Neill, wanted a reconnaissance capability out to 
10kms from the fire support base and they knew who 
to turn to, and, more importantly, where to get them 
trained. 
The platoon was selected from across the Battalion 
and the SAS provided two weeks of tough intensive 
training in the sand hills of Vung Tau. 
The new platoon operated as five or six man patrols, 
where stealth and not being detected were of the es-
sence. 
"We carried an M60 as our main patrol weapon to deter 
the enemy if detected and to make them think that 
they were up against a whole platoon, instead of a small 

patrol" he said. 
"And often we would be utilised patrolling in strength as a 
platoon in high and difficult terrain like the Long Hais 
where a company would normally be used, which gave 
the CO much more flexibility in the conduct of operations. 
“We travelled lighter and quicker and we were totally 
self-sufficient, carrying everything with us." 
" In addi t ion we had direct  access to all of our sup-
porting arms functions in case we got into a bit of 
bother" 
They eschewed "luxuries" and prioritised their load. 
Ammo first and water second. Then food,  which 
in  mos t  instances was consumed cold to avoid 
detection through cooking smells. 
"There was no sleeping gear or any of that crap," 
Mr von Berg said. 
"Our gear came from everywhere - the Amer icans,  
the Br i t ish -  whatever we could acquire. 
"Our Battalion, which was first into the new Nui 
Dat location, was affectionately and not so af-
fectionately called the hydraulic Battalion because we 
could 'lift anyth ing '  and that  the recon platoon 
did with considerable aplomb. 
"We looked like Mexican bandidoes at times." 
It was an exciting, dangerous time and it took its 
toll , somet imes  in  unexpec ted  ways .   
“When we came back, we would head for the bar, then 
stand around talking in hand signals and whispering, 
asking each other what we wanted,". Mr von Berg 
said.  
"We were in the mode we used on patrol to avoid 
detection until one of us realised and would yell: 
'Why are we bloody whispering?’." 
Mr von Berg said he sometimes worried that with the 
training needed for the type of warfare in which 
Australian troops were now involved in the 'sandpit', 
the skill and finesse of close-quarter reconnaissance in 
jungle or close country may be lost. 
"The slow movement and deliberate surveillance 

(Continued on page 15) 

ORIGINAL 5RAR RECCE PLATOON MEMBERS VISIT TOWNSVILLE 

We have received notice that LCPL Peter ‘Lockers’ Lochrie passed away on Sunday 4 July, 1 day 
after his 63rd birthday, he served with A Coy on the Battalion’s second Tour of South Vietnam. 
Peter was diagnosed with cancer 11 years ago and was given 2 years to live, always a colourful 
character he made sure that he proved the doctors wrong. 
A  funeral  service was held for Peter on Thursday 8 July at Tobin Brothers Funerals in  Berwick, 
VIC,  Peter’s home town. 
Stand Down Soldier. 

39666 PETER JOHN LOCHRIE 
3 July 1947 - 4 July 2010 

IN MEMORIUM 



15 

Falls are not an inevitable part of ageing. Most falls 
can be prevented. A range of actions have been found to 
be effective in reducing falls, and injuries from falls. 
One in three people aged 65 and over report falling at 
least once each year  

• One quarter of these people sustain significant inju-
ries and 5% sustain a fracture (usually humerus, 
wrist, hip or pelvis).  

• Strength and balance exercise has shown to reduce 
falls by older people.  

• Falls and accidents are a key factor in causing other-
wise avoidable admissions to hospital. 

HomeFront is a falls and accident prevention program 
available for all Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA) 
gold and white card holders. A free HomeFront assess-
ment is available each year and the department makes a 
financial contribution towards the cost of recommended 
items and modifications. HomeFront aims to maintain the 
health and independence of the veteran community and 
reduce potential medical and hospital costs by reducing 
the incidence of falls and accidents in and around the 
home.  
Following the home assessment, DVA will make a finan-
cial contribution of $200 towards the cost of recom-
mended aids and minor home modifications that will re-
duce the risk of falls and accidents. The recommended 
minor home modifications and/or aids and appliances are 
generally low cost items such as the provision of non slip 
treatment on steps or floors or extra lighting. The Home-
Front assessor also provides information about local com-
munity and Government services that are available to 
assist veterans and war widows to remain living in their 
own home for as long as possible.  
A HomeFront assessment can be arranged by telephon-
ing 1800 801 945.  
There are many thousands of Australian veterans that are 
eligible for the HomeFront program. More information, 
including interesting statistics, is available on DVA's web-
site - http://www.dva.gov.au/health_and_wellbeing/
health_programs/homefront/Pages/intro.aspx 

PREVENTING FALLS needed in this environment can only be done by small 
patrols." he said. 
"You can't do that in a vehicle, not in the jungle." 
He said soldiers in the light infantry battalions of 
3Bde were in the box seat to maintain and build on the 
standards. 
"It's only ever as good as the men on the ground, and 
that is as good as ever, from what I have seen,' Mr 
von Berg said. 
"I am extremely impressed with the 2RAR recon pla-
toon. 
"Me and my blokes would go to war with them tomor-
row. 
"What a great professional bunch of Diggers." 
He said some of the questions they had been 
asked by members of 1RAR and 2RAR recon pla-
toons were "thoughtful and thought-provoking". 
Mr Harvey said they had been asked what they 
thought of soldiers today compared to the soldiers of 
their time in Vietnam. "Soldiers don't change," Mr Harvey 
said. "They might be better equipped, and better off 
in all respects, but there are still the usual charac-
ters in any body of soldiers... the straight men, the 
whingers, the scroungers, the conmen... it's still the 
same. 
"Their equipment, though, is fantastic compared to 
the stuff we had." 
"And the stuff we 'lifted'," interjected Mr von Berg. 
"Our gear was antiquated in comparison, but still ef-
fective" Mr Harvey said. 
Despite the success of the original, the recon pla-
toon did not become a part of the standard order of 
battle for infantry battalions until the early 80s. Mr 
von Berg and Mr Harvey were guests of the 2RAR 
recon platoon for five days last month at Lavarack Bar-
racks and saw some of the platoon's breaking contact 
live fire training. 

Courtesy: Northern Services Courier 

Editor’s Note: The sub-unit we knew as the Reconnais-
sance (Recce) Platoon has now been designated as the 
Reconnaissance, Surveillance and Sniper (RSS) Platoon. 

(Continued from page 14) 

ORIGINAL RECON PLATOON 
MEMBERS PAY A VISIT - Cont. 

FAN CLUB . . . Michael von Berg and Bill Harvey with members of 2RAR Recon Platoon at the Edgar Towner VC Club in May this year. 
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While on my honeymoon in Hong Kong in September of 
1987, I was given a Vulcan cigarette lighter. 
My wife and I were dining at the Ming 
Dynasty Village and I struck up a con-
versation with a fellow sitting at our ta-
ble, as it turned out he was a boat refu-
gee from Vietnam and was now residing 
in Hong Kong. 
During the course of our conversation I 
identified myself as having served with 
the Australian Army in his homeland. 
He had come from a village further north of Dat Do and 
seemed to have a fairly good knowledge of who we were 
and of our base HQ at Nui Dat. 
He told me that he had found something that he believed 
belonged to one of our soldiers and would give it to me 
the next day if I could meet him at this same location, to 
this I agreed and he passed me over the lighter in the 
hope I may have been able to find its owner. 
So after several years and attempts trying to find this fel-
low without result, I guess dealing directly with his battal-
ion this time will be my final effort. 

Incidentally I was one of a section of 2 
Troop 1 FD Sqn (engineers) on loan to 
D Coy 5 RAR operation Esso. 
On our first day of this operation around 
25 June several members from the bat-
talion received injuries from a mine inci-
dent near the village of Dat Do, later that 
night a deliberate ambush resulted in 7 
VC KIA and one of the battalions ser-

geants was also KIA along with some others WIA, if my 
memory serves me correctly. 
I trust that you will be able to locate this R E Schnitzler 
and advise him how to make contact with me and if he 
wishes I will return the lighter to him, however, I would 
like to be given some proof of his identity. 

Kindest Regards Kevin O'Dwyer 
Editors Note: 3795050 Cfn Rolf Erich 
Schnitzler (RAEME) was attached to D 
Coy 5RAR from Nov 69 to Feb 70, he 
then went to 106 Field Workshop for a 
short period and completed his tour with 
1st Field Squadron Workshop. We have 
no contacts for Rolf and if any-one 
knows of him, could they please get him 
to contact me and I will put him in touch 
with Kevin, to arrange the restoration of 
his lighter. 
Over the years Kevin has tried repeatedly to find Rolf  
and, as a final resort contacted the DVA, who in turn 
wrote to Alan McNulty, our WA State Representative. 
Enquiries are being made throughout the RAEME net-
works around Australia, but at this point in time, they have 
not been able to help Kevin in his search for Rolf.  

Gary Townsend 

MISSING MEMBER’S LIGHTER 
RECOVERED 

Rolf E Schnitzler 

VETERANS ADVICE COLUMN 
I have attempted to provide the veteran community with ad-
vice on a variety of subjects and issues that can have short or 
long-term effects on those families and/or veterans con-
cerned. 
The one issue that keeps arising time and time again is that of 
the Gold Card and the associated benefits for war widows 
and widowers. 
In an attempt to clear the air and make this issue very clear to 
all concerned, I will again try to cover this subject in this 
column. 
A Gold Card CANNOT be transferred to a veteran's sur-
viving spouse under any circumstances. 
With the passing of a veteran, who was the holder of a Gold 
Card, the surviving spouse may be eligible for a war widow's 
or widower's pension and the associated Gold Card if that 
veteran was in receipt of either of the following type of 
benefit from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
The veteran was receiving either of the following pension 
benefits - Special Rate of Pension (TPI); Temporary Special 
Rate of Pension (TTI); Intermediate Rate of Pension -  Ex-
treme Disablement Adjustment Rate of Pension (EDA); or 
was a PoW. 
For a veteran who had been in receipt of any of these bene-
fits, the spouse will automatically be contacted by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and arrangements will then be 
made for the issue of a new appropriate Gold Card and 
payment of the associated pension benefits, to that nomi-
nated surviving spouse. 
Under these circumstances, the Department acts very rap-
idly in providing that assistance necessary to the surviving 
spouse at a time when much compassion and understand-
ing is needed. 
In all other cases with the passing of a veteran, the cause of 
death has to be relative to that veterans service, that is, the 
disability that was the cause of death must be able to be 
traced to that veteran's service. 
There are very specific rules and regulations that must be 
followed when this situation occurs. 
I have made this point before, again, for those veterans who 
are not sure of just where they stand at this time, please call in 
to your local RSL sub-branch, or make a visit to the nearest 
Veterans Affairs Network office, and seek out the advice and 
assistance necessary for your particular case. The advo-
cates and pension officers in the sub-branches, or the staff at 
the VAN offices, are available to provide all the help they 
can on matters related to the support of all veterans in our 
community. 

                Ralph Thompson 
5RAR Association Welfare Officer 

DISCLAIMER: We have in preparing this newsletter used our best 
endeavours to ensure that the information contained in this newsletter 
is true and accurate, but accept no responsibility and disclaim all liabil-
ity in respect of  any errors, omissions, inaccuracies or misstatements 
contained in this newsletter. 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes 
and amendments to your contact details should 
be forwarded to:  

The Secretary, 5 RAR Association,  
31 Kenilworth St, Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022.   
02 9387-1409 or hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au 

NOTICES 

ASSOCIATION DUES TO RISE IN 2011 
It was announced at the Association General Meeting, 
held on Saturday 27 February 2010, that the 5RAR Asso-
ciation membership fees would rise from $30 to $50 for 
the three year period. This is necessary to cover the in-
creased cost of producing Tiger Tales and other ongoing 
Association operating expenses. 
Even with this increase, we still have one of the lowest 
membership fees of any of the Battalion Associations.  
The new fee will become due and payable on the first day 
of the next membership period, beginning on 1 March 
2011 to 28 February 2014. 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED 
We are in need of a volunteer to assume the position of 
State Representative for the Australian Capital Territory. 
Barry Morgan, after almost nine years in the position, 
would like to retire and is hoping that someone will step 
up to take his place. 
The duties are not onerous and if you feel that you could 
contribute in this position, please contact Barry whose 
contact details are shown on page 18. 

Author: Michael K. Cecil 
Review: Mick Toal 

Researched and written by the Austra l ian War Me-
mor ia l 's  Mi l i tary Hera ld ry  and Techno logy  Cu-
ra to r  Mike Cecil, Mud and Dust is the ultimate anthology 
of the Australian vehicles which served in Vietnam. 

Australia's sea transport vessels and even the vehicles 
we hired from US are documented in the introduction. 
The subsequent chapters - Artillery, Armoured Fighting 
Vehicles, Light, Heavy and Medium Vehicles and En-
gineering plant - go on to pretty much cover everything 
else on wheels and tracks. 
The title of the book is partially inspired by a letter from 
5 RAR Digger Private Douglas Bishop (8 Pl C Coy 1st 

tour), to his father from Vietnam in 1967, which he 
wrote: " ... it's the only place in the world where you can 
be bogged in mud up to your neck and get dust in your 
eyes". 
The AWM is the cus-
todian of the Nation's 
greatest military 
photographic ar-
chive, so it comes 
as no surprise that 
Mud and Dust is 
lavishly illustrated 
from cover-to-cover 
with pictures from 
official sources and 
from Diggers out at 
the Sharp End. 

What the book 
hammers home is 
what a huge logistic enterprise the Australian involve-
ment in Vietnam was - getting 52 ton Centurion tanks 
on and off a ship was no mean feat - but keeping the 
complex British machines operating in punishing terrain 
they were never designed to operate in was an achieve-
ment of Herculean proportions! 
While the Cents seemingly ground themselves to 
pieces busting jungle with fuel consumption that was 
measured in gallons per mile, a host of vehicles kept 
them operating - saving countless Diggers lives as a 
result. 
Leafing through the pages will be an extended trip down 
memory lane for any Vietnam Veteran and for those 
who weren't there, the author provides an extensive 
table of explanatory abbreviations and even detailed 
explanations of vehicle formation signs in the appendi-
ces. 
Mud and Dust is an instant classic of Australian military 
history literature. While the information contained 
within it is exhaustive, it is also accessible. 
While this book will find a place in the shelves of the se-
rious military historian, it is also a great introductory re-
source for the novice. 

Mud & Dust, 
Australian Army Vehicles and 

Artillery in Vietnam 

NEW MEMBERS 
Regt No Given Names Surname Tour Suburb/Town State 

1734642 Desmond John Adcock V2 Margate Beach QLD 

2789411 James Campbell V2 Joyner QLD 

327301 Dale De Kock 5RAR Singleton NSW 

2216702 Roger Leslie Donnelly Aust Melbourne VIC 

2781515 Christopher John Sutton V1 Cooranbong NSW 

2798249 Frederick Allan Turner Aust Singleton NSW 

Quote: “Infantry men are they who in the frosts and 
storms of night watch over the sleep of camps, climb un-
der fire the steepest crests, fight and die, without their 
voluntary sacrifice receiving the award of heroism."  

General Fransico Franco, Diario de Una Bandera  

TIGER TALES ARCHIVES 
The Back Issues of Tiger Tales, from August 1987 to  
April 2010, are now on the 5RAR Association Website. 
These are stored in the PDF file format for ease of view-
ing or downloading to your computer. You will find them 
under the 5RAR Association Newsletter, TIGER TALES 
banner on the Contents Page. 
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Remit this form and payment due to: 
The Treasurer 
5 RAR Association 
31 Kenilworth St 
BONDI JUNCTION NSW 2022  

Joining / Renewing 
Membership 

 

Change of Details  
Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

All membership queries or amendments are to go to the Treasurer/Membership Officer (see below) 
Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of association/link with 5RAR including Sub-Unit: 

Current Membership Period;    1 March 2008 - 28 February 2011        
Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Amount 

Membership Dues      $    30      

Vietnam Task M  $    30      

The Year of the Tigers (Ed. 3)   M  $    65     

Honour Roll M  $    35      

5 Bn History DVD S  $    30      

Caps S  $    15      

Ties S  $    30      

Lapel Badges S  $      6      

TAC Plates S  $    20      

5 RAR Plaque M  $    50      

Car Sticker - New Tiger Head S  $      5      

Car Sticker - Tiger Head S  $      3      

       

  Grand Total:  $           
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5 and L $10 per item. 

Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5RAR Association, to the address above, 
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au include your Surname and Initials as the reference.  

Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5RAR Association.  Bank: CBA.  BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756  

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 
Patron President Vice President Secretary 
Brig. Colin Khan DSO, AM Col. Roger Wainwright  Maj. John Miller  CVO, AM, MBE Mr. Geoff Pearson 
Ph:  02 6257 7249 Ph:  02 6295 6204 Ph:  02 9938 6312 Ph:  02 9524 3177  
Mob:  0414 713 720 Mob:  0409 588 935 Mob:  0419 252 130 Mob:  0417 223 001  
    roger.w@netspeed.com.au jandemiller@bigpond.com.au gp@rbimports.com.au 
Treasurer/Membership Officer Memorabilia Officer Committee Member Committee Member 
Lt Col. Ron Hamlyn Maj. Bryan Schafer Brian Budden Trevor Carter 
Ph:  02 9387 1409 Ph:  02 9605 5841 Ph:  02 9525 0355 (W) Ph:  02 9587 9670 
Mob:  0407 669 221 Mob:  0412 432 464 Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob: 0427 101 516 
hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au blues@tadaust.org.au krikse2@hotmail.com Trevor.Carter@defence.gov.au 

 Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member   
  Ralph Hindmarsh Geoffrey Luck  Bruce Schmidtchen   
  Ph: 02 6643 2914 Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph: 07 3862 1158   
  Mob: 0429 432 914 Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob:  0419 485 592   
  rowdy@activ8.net.au g_j_luck@tpg.com.au brucesc@bigpond.net.au   

Tiger Tales Editor      -      Gary Townsend Webmaster      -      Ted Harrison 
Ph: 07 5572 5935     Mob: 0412 767 975     garyt.5rar@gmail.com Ph: 03 9762 4283   Mob: 0403 907 775  

P O Box 5011, Q Supercentre, QLD, 4218 Webmaster@5rar.asn.au 
ACT Representative NSW Representatives QLD Representative SA/NT Representative 
LtCol. Barry Morgan   Kerry White Barry Ryan 
Ph:  02 6255 4531  See NSW Committee Members   Ph:  08 8341 0364 
Mob:  0419 884 078     Mob:  0417 611 147   
b.m126489@bigpond.net.au   kerry.white@optusnet.com.au lynneryan@austarnet.com.au 

 TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 
  John Smee Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 
  Ph:  03 6343 4243 Ph:  03  9744 5035 Ph: 08 9304 1333 

  Mob:  0407 830 264 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 
  johnsmee1@bigpond.com dougb@amavic.com.au  alanmarian1@bigpond.com 
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THEY’RE RIGHT! 
This Royal Melbourne Zoological Gardens badge is let-
ting all their visitors know something that we 5RAR Asso-
ciation members have known for many, many years. 

In early 1949, the Director of Infantry, BRIG I.R. Campbell 
CBE, DSO wrote to the Battalions of the Regiment asking 
for suggestions for a Regimental Badge. Several designs 
were submitted and the one eventually accepted was that 
submitted by 1RAR then serving at Ingleburn, NSW. In 
the early stages of the preparation of a design, it was in-
tended to be the badge of the First Battalion only, but 
subsequently it was decided that battalions of the Regi-
ment would wear the one badge. 
On the 10th of March 1949, it was announced that, “His 
Majesty, King George the Sixth had been graciously 
pleased to give his approval to the title “Royal” being ap-
pended to the title of the Australian Regiment”.  

In the final form, the badge was the 
combination of many suggestions 

put forward by several persons. 
Those involved in 1RAR’s de    
sign were LTCOL J.L.A. Kelly 
DSO, Commanding Officer of 
the Battalion, MAJ T.E. 
Archer, MAJ K.B. Thomas 
MC and SGT E.J. O’Sullivan, 

the Intelligence Sergeant. The 
Intelligence Section of the Bat-

talion prepared sketches and as-
sisted in the design. 

In deciding upon the various heraldic devices for inclusion 
in the motif of the badge, an early intention was to incor-
porate the identification signs of the AIF Divisions that 
contributed personnel to 34 Australian Infantry Brigade for 
the occupation forces in Japan. This proved impracticable 
because the Sixth Division had a kangaroo, the Seventh 
Division, a kookaburra and the Ninth Division, a platypus; 
all surmounting a boomerang. At this stage it became 
quite clear that the badge was to become a Regimental 
Badge and not a Battalion Badge so it was decided to 
adopt an animal typically Australian but different some-
what from those of the Division signs. A kangaroo was 
selected and the heraldic posture of the beast was to be 
standing (the Sixth Division kangaroo was leaping) to pre-
vent a direct connection with a division tactical sign. 
The devices in the Royal Australian Regiment badge mo-
tif have significant meaning. 
The Kangaroo is uniquely Australian fauna and univer-
sally accepted as an Australian symbol. The original 
sketch showed the kangaroo with its forepaws relaxed but 
on the badge its forepaws are outstretched. This occurred 
because the diecaster could not achieve proper definition 
with the paws hanging. 
The Boomerang is closely associated with our Aboriginal 
people and was also related to the tactical signs of the 
Second AIF from which 34 Australian Infantry Brigade 
was formed. 
The Wattle Wreath is a symbolic Australian flora in 
bloom and a variation of the laurel wreath, which is part of 
many British and Australian badges. 
The Crossed Rifles signify the personal weapon of the 

Infantryman. The rifles are the type that were used at the 
time of the formation of the Regiment, i.e. “Rifle, .303 
inch, Short Magazine, Lee Enfield, (SMLE) Number 1, 
Mark 3.” 
The Royal Crown was included because the regiment 
bears the title, “Royal”. 
A motto for the Regiment was also called for and desira-
bly it had to be original, short and in English. “Duty First” 
seemed appropriate and was selected because, “The 
unhesitating and unquestioning performance of his duty is 
the fundamental requirement of a soldier.” Those who 
selected the motto have said, “It is a good motto for any-
body” and they could not then, or now, think of a better 
motto for the Royal Australian Regiment.  
Incorporated in the badge of the Regiment is a great deal 
of significance and tradition. It is fundamentally Austra-
lian, and includes the symbol of the Infantry soldier. Thus, 
with the motto of Duty First, it symbolises the spirit and 
the task of an Australian Infantry Regiment comprised of 
Australian Infantrymen. 
The Regimental Badge was reproduced on Christmas 
cards in 1949 but was not issued as a hat badge until 
early 1954 when the new badges, replacing the AIF 
Badge, were issued to 2RAR in Korea. The Regimental 
Badge has been worn ever since. 
Researched from the Infantry Centre Library Archives by WO2 
R.W. Jones MM and transcribed from “The Field”, December 
1986. 

THE ORIGIN OF THE ‘SKIPPY’ BADGE 
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The National Service Memorial (see artists impression 
below) at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra will be 
dedicated at 11:00am on Wednesday, September 8, 
2010. 
The National Servicemen's Association of Australia's Na-
tional Council and the Council of the Australian War Me-
morial have approved a fountain set in its own precinct at 
the right hand side of the main entrance to the Australian 
War Memorial. 
The Memorial honours the 212 National Servicemen who 
died on active service - two in Borneo and 210 in Vietnam 
- and commemorates the 287,000 young men called up in 
two schemes between 1951 and 1972 for service in the 
Navy, Army and Air Force. 
The Memorial will bear the inscription: "Dedicated to all 
Australian National Servicemen and in memory of those 
who died." The history of National Service will be told on 
a plaque on one of the adjacent seats.  
The sandstone plinth represents the Army, the sky re-
flected in the polished black granite slab, the Air Force 
and the water in the bronze bowl the Navy. The Memorial 
is intended to be non-triumphal and to invite reflection. 
The Tri-Service badge from the Anniversary of National 
Service 1951-1972 Medal and the Navy, Army and Air 
Force badges will be reproduced in bronze on the four 
corners.  
The view from the seating around the fountain is down 
Anzac Avenue, over Lake Burley Griffin and the old and 
new Parliament Houses to the Brindabella Ranges. 
The funds include a donation of $150,000 from the Fed-
eral Government; $150,000 from businessman Kerry 
Stokes; also donations from State Governments, local 
authorities around Australia, contributions from National 
Service Associations and RSL sub-branches and also 
individuals. 

The National Servicemen's Association of Australia un-
dertook the Memorial on behalf of all Australian National 
Servicemen. All Nashos are invited to the Dedication pa-
rade and service. 
Relatives of the 212 National Servicemen who died on 
active service will be invited to attend. Representatives of 
all nine Battalions of the Royal Australian Regiment also 
will be invited. 
The Australian War Memorial has designated the Dedica-
tion of the National Service Memorial in Canberra as one 
of its Days of National Significance. Other such days in-
clude ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day. 
In the presence of Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC, 
the Governor-General of Australia, the ceremony will fol-
low a parade of National Servicemen up Anzac Avenue 
starting at 10:00am. (For more detailed information 
see; www.nashoaustralia.org.au) Nashos will march as 
one group, in companies of the year of call-up, without 
regard to Service, State or Scheme, and led by the 1951 
year group, the Australian ensign and the National Ser-
vicemen's Memorial Pipes and Drums. To be permitted to 
march the National Service Medal must be amongst the 
medals you have or are eligible to wear. 
The only flag will be the Australian ensign. No other flags 
or banners will be paraded. However, a special area adja-
cent to the memorial will be set aside for a static display 
of unit and association flags and banners. 
Members of the public, relatives and ex-Service col-
leagues are invited to attend and support the National 
Servicemen on this very solemn occasion. The Federa-
tion Guard and Duntroon Military Band will be in atten-
dance. 
The Prime Minister has been asked to host a reception, 
by invitation only, in the Great Hall of Parliament House 
on the evening of Tuesday, September 7, 2010 for Na-
tional Servicemen and their partners. 

DEDICATED TO ALL AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL SERVICEMEN AND IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO DIED 

NATIONAL SERVICE MEMORIAL 


