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QUINTUS SEPTIMUS SABRE
GETS HIS STRIPES
By Capt Lachlan Simond. Army Newspaper.
5RAR, known since its beginnings as the Tiger Battalion,
has had a lot to roar about of late.
None more so than the unit's Bengal tiger mascot, Quintus Septimus Sabre, who was promoted to Corporal on
August 10.

Sabre rattling; 5RAR mascot Sabre looks pleased with himself after receiving his Corporal’s stripes. Photo Cpl D. Hamon

The ceremony took place at Sabre's home at Darwin's
Crocodylus Park, and was well attended by both the public and military.
The problem of how to place a rank slide on the private who was enlisted in 2003 - was cunningly solved by placing a metal plaque with two gleaming golden chevrons on
his cage. The newly promoted NCO was very relaxed and
basked in the attention of the gathered audience.
The plaque also saved 5RAR CO LTCOL Jake Ellwood
from generating a potentially fascinating injury report, and
it avoided the risk that Cpl Sabre could be demoted for
insubordination and eating his CO.
Sabre's most recent official duties as unit mascot were in
June when 5RAR were presented with its new Queen's
and Regimental Colours and then in September at the
final unit parade before deployment to Timor-Leste and
the Middle East.

We are all Tigers Together

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It is hard to believe that another year is almost over. The
last few months have been very busy for your committee,
so let me update you on some of the key activities.
In September, a two day Executive Committee Meeting
was held at Randwick Barracks in Sydney. Attendance is
shown in the photograph on Page 2. Some of the key
outcomes the ECM agreed to were:
• Amend the constitution to reflect the unlinking of
5/7RAR in Dec 2006. Amendments were also made to
membership categories including the establishment of
a life membership category for outstanding service to
the Association. Approval for these amendments will
be sought at the general meeting in early 2010.
• Retain the 5 year frequency of major Association reunions until 2015 (50th anniversary) and then review this
frequency.
• Develop means to capture the history of the battalion
from formation in 1965 until the 1st tour of Vietnam, the
time between the two tours of Vietnam and after the
2nd tour of Vietnam until linking with 7RAR in 1973.
• Review Association membership fees and implement
any changes from 1 Mar 2011, the end of the current
membership period. Any changes will be advised at
the general meeting in 2010. It was also agreed that
Tiger Tales will no longer be sent to unfinancial members after this issue (December 2008).
We have commenced planning for two major activities in
the next two years:
• In Jun 2009 we will commemorate the 40th anniversary
of the Battle of Binh Ba. A combined arms committee
representing the units involved in the battle has been
established to plan activities to commemorate the anniversary. I have been elected as Chair of this planning committee. A submission has been lodged with
DVA seeking appropriate funding support for these
activities. Further detail is included in this edition.
• From 26 Feb to 1 Mar 2010 we will celebrate the 45th
anniversary of the raising of the Tiger Battalion with a
reunion based on the Gold Coast/Tweed Heads area
of SE Queensland/Northern NSW. Bruce Schmidtchen is heading the planning committee and will pro(Continued on page 2)

MAJOR EVENT WARNING ORDERS
The “5RAR Association 45th Anniversary Reunion” is to be held in the vicinity of the Tweed Heads/Gold Coast in
February/March 2010. See preliminary details on Page 3.
In June 2009 an event to mark the “The Battle of Binh Ba, 40th Anniversary Commemoration” will be held in Canberra. See details Page 6.

5RAR Association Website

www.5rar.asn.au

Webmaster: Edmund “Ted” Harrison

2

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - Cont.

(Continued from page 1)
gressively provide details on the website and in Tiger
Tales. It is not too early to start making plans with your
mates.

I would also like to acknowledge the work that Dave Wilkins has put into editing the 3rd edition of “The Year of the
Tigers”. This revised edition will be published in the early
New Year and coincides with the 40th anniversary of the
2nd tour of the Tigers to Vietnam. Association members
will be able to purchase a copy discounted from the recommended retail price which is currently being finalised.
As another year comes to a close, I would like to thank
my fellow committee members for their continuing voluntary efforts in keeping our Association ticking. We are a
robust and I believe happy Association, and I am sure
that will continue in the long term. Tina and I wish all
members and their families a joyous festive season and a
healthy 2009. I am sure we will be catching up with many
of you in the coming year and if not, at our 2010 reunion.
Roger Wainwright

Lt R: John Miller, Ron Hamlyn, Trevor Carter, Maj Andrew Somerville (2IC 5RAR), Barry Ryan, George Wills, Bryan Schafer (rear),
Brian Budden (Front) John Smee (centre), Geoffrey Luck (rear),
Brig Colin Khan (Patron), Doug Bishop (rear) Barry Morgan (rear)
Roger Wainwright, Bruce Schmidtchen (centre) Alan McNulty
(rear), Geoff Pearson. Photo taken by camera shy Ted Harrison.

After two years LTCOL Jake Ellwood will handover command of the Tiger battalion to LTCOL Darren Huxley in
Timor early in the New Year. The Association is indebted
to Jake for the effort he has made to support us, particularly with the overriding priority that must be given to the
battalion’s many operational commitments. I was invited
to Darwin in mid September to witness the final parade of
the full battalion under Jake’s command prior to the deployment of Battle Group Tiger to Timor-Leste; and subunits of the battalion
to the Middle East. It
was an impressive
but relaxed occasion
with over 700 on
parade and I again
had the opportunity
to swap notes with
some junior tigers.
Arrival of CO, LtCol Jake Ellwood and We
wish
Jake,
Terry The Tiger.
Nicole and their children a rewarding and hopefully less hectic posting at
Quantico in the United States. At the same time we look
forward to a continuing close relationship with Darren
Huxley at the helm and pass our best wishes to him on
his assumption of command. LTCOL Huxley’s biography
is in this edition.
I am sure you will all join me in complementing our editor,
Gary Townsend on the fine work he does in producing
Tiger Tales. In the relatively short time that Gary has
been a member of the Association, he has certainly put
his hand up to help. He is very proactive in obtaining articles and producing our newsletter for us but would like
more help from our members. Gary is also a key member
of the planning committee for our 2010 reunion and further has taken steps to upgrade the contact details for his
old sub-unit, Charlie Coy 1st tour. Thanks for the great
work Gary.

Battle Group Tiger
marching on.

Battle Group Tiger
marching off.

5RAR HISTORY
We need your stories, anecdotes and photos, to keep our
history vibrantly alive and to prevent the headstone,
shown here, from ever being needed.
We would like anything to do with 5RAR, from past or
present, catching up with old mates, sub-unit gettogethers, something you have just remembered or found
packed away in the back of a cupboard.
Please forward any items to the editor (contact details on
page 18) and help keep our history preserved and Tiger
Tales interesting for our members and mates.

5RAR ASSOCIATION 45th ANNIVERSARY REUNION
GOLD COAST/TWEED HEADS
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26 FEBRUARY – 01 MARCH 2010
First things first. The 5RAR Association is conducting a Reunion to celebrate the 45th Anniversary of the forming of
5RAR. This is not an ex-5RAR members activity, it is for the financial members of the 5RAR Association. If you are not
a financial member of the Association you will not be attending. There will be no late entries after a date yet to be selected, and there will definitely be no pay at the door attendance. Access will be controlled and these rules will be enforced. So, if you want to attend the Reunion, pay your membership and you are then eligible. All costs for the Reunion
will be borne by those attending and we are confident that the costs not including accommodation and meals other than
the Reunion dinner will be kept below $200 per person. We are hoping for about $180, but don’t count on that just yet.
Programme
Fri 26 Feb 10
Sat 27 Feb 10
Sun 28 Feb 10
Mon 01 Mar 10

1300-1700
1300-1700
0900-1100
1200-1230
1830-2230

Registration and Welcome – Twin Towns Services Club, Tweed Heads
Sub-unit Functions – Company groups in allocated Rooms at Twin Towns
Association General Meeting – Elect committee etc – Twin Towns
Commemoration Service – Twin Towns (Chris Cunningham Park)
Reunion Dinner – Gold Coast Convention Centre Broadbeach (next to Casino)

Coach transport for the dinner will be available to and from the Twin Towns Resort picking up and dropping off requested resorts/motels along the way.
A more detailed programme will be published in the next edition of Tiger Tales and on the 5RAR Association website.
Accommodation
SALT Reunions, an organisation located in SE Qld, has offered to manage all accommodation bookings for our 2010
Reunion at no cost. Their representative will contact every member of the Association early 2009 to determine where
each individual wishes to stay, and if they are part of a particular sub-unit group. They will make the booking at one of
their discounted price resorts in the Tweed/ Gold Coast area. SALT Reunions have discount deals with these accommodation houses.
Have a look at the following link for information http:/salt.affordableholidays.com.au/salt/
reunion_central/
Their resorts include 5 Star to 3½ Star ratings. Some of them are The Crest Apartments, Azzura Greens Resort, Atrium
Resort, Golden Sands and Tweed Ultima.
If, however, you wish to stay at the Twin Towns Resort, they have offered 5RAR Association an accommodation package at corporate rates. You can arrange your own accommodation based on the prices shown on the form on Page 4.
If you make your own booking just advise SALT Reunions when they contact you that you have booked at Twin Towns.
There is no rush, so give your old mates a call and work out where you are going to stay. Once you are booked in
somewhere you will probably lose your deposit if you change to another accommodation house. If you are not sure just
tell the person when they contact you that you want to stay with a particular group and they will do that. Of course they
cannot tell you where any individual is staying. So get a group together and either do a booking at one of the SALT Reunions resorts or contact Twin Towns Resort directly, mention 5RAR Reunion, and book at the quoted prices. Their
rooms are very nice and all of the activities except the dinner on Mon 01 Mar 2010 will be conducted at Twin Towns facilities.
Please note that SALT Reunions will also be updating our 5RAR Association members database as they contact you, so
please be patient and advise them of any changes to your personal details as held by the Association. This task alone
will save the Committee hours of work at the Registration on the first day of the Reunion.
SALT Reunions will make a booking at your chosen location for ‘x’ days for ‘y’ people. You purchase an accommodation Voucher at $79 from SALT which is deducted from your accommodation bill. This is a zero cost service to you and
to the Association.
SALT Reunions do discounted accommodation bookings across the nation, so one of your options is to purchase four
accommodation vouchers. One voucher is used for the Reunion and the other three can be used at other times either
before or after the Reunion. To action one of the additional vouchers you just contact SALT and tell them where and
when you want to stay and they will tell you which resorts/motels are on their list. Select one and off you go for your discounted (up to 60%) holiday. So in summary:
* Purchase either a single visit coupon $79 (this is your deposit) for just the 5RAR Association Reunion or a 4 visit
coupon $129.
* One coupon is used for one continuous stay at any resort and the price of the coupon comes off your accommodation bill.
* Present your voucher and pay balance of accommodation bill to motel less the $79 for your voucher.
* SALT will do all bookings for our members other than Twin Towns.
* Contact SALT if there are any problems.
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
* 360 Resorts (and growing) Australia wide available to our members for future use
Caravan Parks
We are still working on this one, so don’t make your bookings just yet. If you have knowledge of a really nice van park in
the Tweed/Coolangatta area please let Bruce Schmidtchen know (brucesc@bigpond.net.au) so we can check it out and
add it to the list.

5 RAR Reunion
26th February – 01st March 2010
Accommodation Information & Booking Sheet
Guest Name(s):
Adults:

Children (12 yrs & over):

Children (under 12 yrs):

Address:
Phone: (

)

Mobile: (

)

Arrival date:

Departure date:

Room type:

Rate p/n $:

Credit card no. for deposit:

Expiry date:

Credit card name:
Credit card holder’s signature:

CCV:

(I hereby authorise for a payment of one night’s accommodation to be deducted from my credit card above)
Please note: Rates quoted are valid during low season only and all room type requests are subject to availability, you
will be contacted if your preferred room type is not available. A payment of 1 night’s accommodation cost is required to
secure your booking.
Room rates: (All contain a kitchenette and bathroom)
Studio Hotel room (1 queen bed) $149.00 per night, for 1 person, including buffet breakfast
Studio Hotel room (1 queen bed) $165.00 per night, for 2 people, including buffet breakfast
Deluxe room (2 queen beds in same area) $170.00 per night, for 2 people, including buffet breakfast
King room (1 King bed in separate room) $196.00 per night, for 2 people, including buffet breakfast
Spa room (1 King bed) $201.00 per night, for 2 people, including breakfast
Extra person cost: $30.00 per person, per night, including buffet breakfast
Suite rates: (All suites are fully self-contained and are priced as ‘Room Only’ per night)
Length of Stay
1 night
2 nights
3 to 6 nights
7 nights or more

1 B/room Suite
$190.00
$176.00
$163.00
$138.00

2 B/Room Suite
$246.00
$229.00
$211.00
$180.00

3 B/Room Suite
$349.00
$325.00
$279.00
$242.00

To post your booking sheet:

To fax your booking sheet:

To email your booking sheet:

Outrigger Twin Towns Resort
Attn: Group reservations
PO Box 2020
Tweed Heads NSW 2485

(07) 5506 6199
Attn: Group reservations

twintowns.conf@outrigger.com.au

For further information or assistance please phone group reservations on 07 5506 6281
This form is available for download from the Association Website at www.5rar.asn.au/contents.htm
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FAREWELL FROM
LTCOL JAKE ELLWOOD
Battle Group Tiger assumed command of their Area of
Operations in East Timor on the 4th of October 2008, taking over the fine work of 3 RAR. Since then, the Battlegroup has been actively prowling streets and rural areas
in an effort to maintain the stability of this fledgling Nation.
As always, I have been extremely impressed by the hard
work and dedication of the Battalion’s fine soldiers. At the
same time, we have many men operating in the Middle
East, in both Iraq and Afghanistan. While they are temporarily detached from the Battalion, I know that they are
maintaining the fine reputation of the Tigers. Of note, the
Mechanised Platoon that operated with 3 RAR during
their tour of East Timor won their Battalion’s Champion
Section Competition!! While 3 RAR understandably were
not willing to part with their trophy, it was quite a coup for
CPL Williams and his section.
Given that this will be the last article that I will write for
Tiger Tales before I hand over command to Lieutenant
Colonel Darren Huxley, I would like to take this opportunity to quickly outline how much the Tiger Battalion has
achieved during my two years in command. The Battalion has grown in strength from 480 when I arrived to now
number 700. In 2008 alone, the Battalion has also promoted 89 of its own. 740 personnel have deployed on
operations. Half of these deployments were in the Middle
East and the other half in Timor Leste. The Tiger Battalion has received its new colours and has reinforced the
already strong bonds with our respected ‘elders’ in the
Association.
To all, I feel honoured to be commanding Battlegroup
Tiger on operations for a second time. I can think of no
greater honour than that. As I have been heard to say
many times, there is nothing like commanding the finest
soldiers in the world. Sadly, however, at years end I will
farewell my Battalion for the last time. My time as Battalion Commander of the finest Battalion in the Regiment
has been a roller coaster. The highs have been breathtaking and the lows have been heartbreaking. As an overall experience though, it has been better than my wildest
dreams.
I would like to take this opportunity to pass on a special
thanks to all those in the Association who have been so
supportive over the last two years. In particular, I would
like to thank Roger Wainwright who has provided a great
deal of his time and effort to ensure the Battalion’s linkage with the Association remains strong. My view is that
the Unit’s esprit de corps is proportional to its link with its
history and traditions. Thanks to our Association, the Tiger Battalion is as proud as ever!!
‘Good Luck, Good Soldiering and Go the Tigers’!
Jake Ellwood

INTRODUCING THE NEW
CO 5RAR
Lieutenant Colonel Darren David Huxley was born on 30th
August 1969 in Gosford. He enlisted as an Officer Cadet
at the Australian Defence Force Academy in 1988 and
graduated with a Bachelor of Science in 1990.
In 1991 he graduated from the Royal Military College of
Australia into the Royal Australian Infantry Corps, and
was initially appointed as a Platoon Commander in the
5/7 Battalion of the Royal Australian Regiment (5/7 RAR).
Additional postings have included tours as a Depot Company Platoon Commander at the School of Infantry; as
the Adjutant, 12th/40th Battalion, Royal Tasmania Regiment; and as an instructor on the Battle Wing of the Land
Command Battle School at Canungra. He was also
posted as a Battle Captain on Headquarters 1st Brigade in
Darwin from 1999 to 2001.
In 2001 he was promoted to Major and appointed as a
Company Commander in 5/7 RAR. Whilst with the battalion he deployed on Operation Relex and with AUSBATT
VII during Operation Citadel in East Timor.
In 2003 he attended the United States Marine Corps
(USMC) Command and Staff College in Quantico, Virginia, and graduated as a Distinguished Graduate with a
Master of Military Studies. In 2004 he was selected to
attend the prestigious School of Advanced Warfighting at
the Marine Corps University from which he graduated in
2005.
On return to Australia
in 2005 he was promoted to Lieutenant
Colonel and posted as
the Staff Officer Land
Operations at Strategic
Operations Division,
ADHQ. This position
transitioned in 2006 to
Military Strategic Commitments Branch of the
VCDF Group where he
was the Deputy Director Regional and Domestic Commitments.
Darren Huxley and his
Lt-Col Darren David Huxley
wife, Cherie, have two
sons and a daughter. His leisure interests include military
history, miniature war-gaming, golf, and the following of
most Australian sports.

“Tiger Tales is printed and distributed for the 5RAR Association by The Pack Factory, 63 Grove St, St Peters,
NSW, 2004. Graeme Tooth, the principal of The Pack Factory, is a veteran of 5RAR’s second tour of Vietnam.”
DISCLAIMER
The contents of the Tiger Tales express neither the views or opinions of the Committee, its Representatives or the Editor, unless otherwise stated. The
Editor reserves the right to use, or refuse, any material submitted and to edit the same for printing purposes. This publication is produced and distributed to the members, groups and Associations as approved by the National Committee.

BATTLE OF BINH BA
40 ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION
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Friday 5th June and Saturday 6th June 2009
All 5RAR Members who participated in or supported Operation HAMMER, later called the Battle of Binh Ba, from 6th
June 1969 to 8th June 1969, are requested to contact one of the following:
B Coy

Barry Ryan

08 8341-0364

lynneryan@austarnet.com.au

D Coy

Bob Fenwick

02 9999-4616

0417 471-172

tofenwicks@bigpond.com

10 Pl

Bernie Pye

02 6242-4210

0424 701-784

berniepye@bigpond.com

11 Pl

Ray Ward

08 9243-3207

0409 426-677

c42ward@bigpond.net.au

12 Pl

Bruce Heron

03 6428-2010

0417 584-967

nene@netspace.com.au

CHQ D Coy

Peter (Doc) Jones

07 3279-1428

Aslt Pnr Pl

Ian Ward

08 8821-1740

Aslt Pnr Pl

Doug Kent

07 5428-3106

All others

Barry Morgan

02 6255-4531

ianwward@internode.on.net
bm126489@bigpond.net.au

Program of Events (to be confirmed)
Date
5 Jun 09
5 Jun 09
6 Jun 09

6 Jun 09

Event
Australian War Memorial (AWM) History Seminar (may be by Invitation)
Official Reception for the Veterans of
the Battle
Commemoration Service – all welcome
Combined Arms Dinner

Venue
AWM Canberra

Start Time
To be advised

Venue to be advised

1900 hours (7 pm)
(to be confirmed)
1430 hours (2.30 pm)
(to be confirmed)

Australian Vietnam Forces National Memorial (AVFNM) ANZAC
Parade Canberra
National Convention Centre, Canberra
(to be confirmed)

1830 hours (6.30 pm)
for 1900 hours (7 pm)
(to be confirmed)

Please advise your attendance, and if you are bringing a partner, carer or guest, as soon as possible but no
later than 31st January 2009.

Snippets from the President:
• I have caught up with Brigadier Stuart Smith AM a few
times recently. Our members will know that Stuart is
the son of Bernie, a member of both 5RAR tours of
Vietnam, who sadly lost his life on the 2nd tour. Stuart
was the guest speaker at the RAR Association ACT
Branch annual dinner in October and gave an excellent presentation of his experiences in Afghanistan
where he was the Australian Commander until earlier
this year. Last month we caught up again for a brew
just prior to him moving onto his next posting. Stuart
has been appointed Commander of the 3rd Brigade in
Townsville, one of the Army’s most prestigious senior
command appointments. We extend to Stuart and his
family our best wishes for a rewarding posting. He is
hoping to be at our 2010 reunion.
• At the Tambu Day annual luncheon in August, where I
was guest speaker, the 2/5th Bn President was reading
out apologies and one was from Tom Muggleton who
passed on his good wishes to me. I first “met” Tom
when he was RSM RMC and I was an extremely junior
cadet. Tom was a member of A Coy 2/5th Bn in New
Guinea in WW2 and in 1969-70 served as QM of
5RAR in Vietnam. He must be the only direct living link
between the generations of 5th battalions.

Soldiers of the 5th Battalion AIF, complete with portable
kit and rifles, line up for inspection on the transport ship

AROUND THE STATES
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VIC
In September ’08 our long standing 5RAR State Representative, Kerry ‘Wart’ O’Çonnor decided that it was
about time to call it a day. A replacement was needed to
be found in a bit of a hurry and somehow, I find that I
landed the gig.
My name is Doug Bishop. I was a digger in Charlie Company on the first tour; I was a regular who ended up serving 9 years, reaching the dizzy heights of Corporal. I
grew up in Mt Waverley, now live in Sunbury and I work
for the Victorian Branch of the Australian Medical Association as an Industrial Adviser. I have never married and
to the best of my knowledge, have no kids. Well that’s it
— yes, I thought that might make you sit up and take notice.
That’s enough about me; now what about you? What I
am looking for is some input from our membership as to
what goals you would like to see the Victorian Branch of
the 5RAR Association aiming to achieve – one suggestion has been a get-together to enable the first tour soldiers to get to know our second tour counterparts. Also,
an opportunity to renew acquaintances. Whilst we are
not one of the larger states, there are still quite a few geographical impediments to arranging reunions etc. Any
suggestions from you would be more than welcome.
My contact details are Doug Bishop, home (AH) 03 9744
5035; work (BH) 03 9280 8770; email
dougb@amavic.com.au; and in the unlikely event that you
still remember how to write a letter, my home address is 6
Merion Court, Sunbury VIC 3429. I look forward to hearing from you.
Always remember this; we are members of a very exclusive fraternity. We have been comrades-in-arms and no
matter how wealthy an outsider might be they can’t buy
their way in; and no matter how anti-social we insiders
may feel – we can’t escape. We have been and we have
seen — we are brothers – always.
Doug Bishop

I would like to wish all members and
their families a joyful and safe
Christmas and hope that you enjoy a
New Year of peace, good health and
prosperity.

The Editor.

Well here we are again at the keyboard, it seems only like
yesterday we were reporting on ANZAC Day and now we
are on the homeward stretch to Christmas, where has the
year gone?
Long Tan Day was a very low key event this year in
Launceston, it was unfortunate we were not made aware
of the memorial service to be held by the district RSL subbranches at the country town of Lilydale, it certainly impacted on our attendance, maybe next year will be a little
better. Anyway to Wayne and Terese Binns, Noel and
Sue Peck, my wife Wendy, it was a very enjoyable lunch,
to David Brooks good to see you at the service mate.
On this, the 90th Anniversary of Remembrance Day, Lindisfarne RSL held an Opening and Dedication of Remembrance Precinct Anzac Park, Lindisfarne. This event also
included the unveiling, by family representatives, of individual plaques dedicated to the memory of the 16 Tasmanian men who lost their lives during the war in Vietnam.
The service was very emotive, but uplifting at the same
time, a special thanks to Robert Fisher, a Vietnam Veteran and Sub-Branch Member, and Ex-President Chris
Parker. These two men initiated the project and were then
involved in the physical “hands on” development of
ground works at the site.
I was unable to attend
this Dedication and
Service due to medical
appointments, however, Gerry Coret volunteered to drive Jack
and Edna Banfield to
Lindisfarne to take part
and unveil the plaque
dedicated to their most
loved son David, who
was a casualty on Operation Cambden on
21
August
1969.
Thank you very much
Gerry for this unselfish
act, I would quote from
an article I read reEdna and Jack at David’s plaque.
cently, Hebrews 13:16
says "And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased." It's not life
and death, but in the battlefield that is this world, small
acts of kindness make a big difference.
To the members of the committee, association members
and your Families I would like to take this opportunity to
wish all of you the very best for Christmas and the New
Year, a special g'day to "Sailor" Mealing, and Lou Wagner.
Bye for now see you in 2009.
John Smee
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WA
BRUCE ROCK 2008
This annual event was held in Bruce Rock from the
28th Oct–2nd November and was a great success. Numbers were down from last year with the cost of fuel being
a major factor but there were still many veterans there.
On the football oval there was 235 caravans and motor
homes with numerous tents scattered around, 22 caravans were at the caravan park and the Hotel and Motel
were full to capacity.

night because after he left we noticed a smell of gas and
found a 9kg bottle, which was next to Paddy’s seat was
leaking gas !!!!!!!!!!
The Oval had to be cleared by Monday night so many
veterans camped elsewhere and attended Melbourne
Cup Day on the Tuesday.
A GREAT WEEK THAT WE RECOMMEND TO ALL VETERANS.
*****

PERTH VISIT

The people of Bruce Rock always make us
very welcome. The only Hotel and the Bowling Club did a
roaring trade.
The Shire and the Committee of Vietnam Veterans organised bus trips around the town and surrounding countryside including rifle shooting, lawn bowls and bingo.
The Challenge Band led by Peter Tuck OAM, 5RAR
first tour, did an excellent job by playing throughout the
event.
Veteran Affairs sponsored a free seminar with
Dr Aruni Mendis who discussed Gastritis and Ulcers and
about the breakthrough research which proved they were
caused by an infectious germ not stress, alcohol or spicy
foods. A great supper was provided afterwards.

In September, Ken ‘Porky’ Watson and his wife Jan, visited Perth and caught up with some fellow Tigers at the
Bar on Barrack. He made a spectacular entrance by falling down the last three steps even without having had a
drink at this stage.
Ken, who served with A Coy 2nd Tour, was joined by
(Photo L to R) Terry Bates, Alan McNulty, Greg Negus,
Wayne Herbert, Russell Briggs, Don Coulson, Doc Halliday, Paddy Meckenstock with Jan and Ken in front centre.
The following day Ken was heading to Mandurah to visit
Bob Armitage and then he was heading back across the
Nullarbor to his home in Wagga Wagga NSW.
Alan McNulty

NSW
5RAR members marching at Bruce Rock

There was a display of old Army vehicles with a Centurion
Tank brought over from Merredin.
After two days of rain Saturday’s weather was perfect for
the March. With many veterans from all services we
marched down the main street to St Peters Church. The
5RAR Banner was carried by Russell Briggs and Terry
Bates with 12 proud members following behind. At the
Church the candle in the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Peace Window was relit.
That night a Barbecue and drinks was provided to everyone for the sum of a gold coin. Paddy Meckenstock attended though he could not march because of
his health . On Sunday night he joined our group for
drinks. He stated that he was giving up smoking cigars
that night. Little did he know that it nearly was his last

NEW GUNDAGAI MEMORIAL
Friday 24 April 2009 will see the dedication of a Vietnam
War Memorial and the official opening of Anzac Grove in
Gundagai, NSW.
Come along and join the local Ex-Service community,
who have been instrumental in the creation of this area,
to commemorate the service and sacrifices by the men
and women of the Australian Defence Forces.
Stroll along “The Walk of Honour”, stay the weekend and
help us to celebrate ANZAC Day in a friendly and hospitable atmosphere.
For further details contact: Dick Erkelens (7 Pl 1966/67)
Mob: (0438) 954822, Tel: (02) 69442284
Email: oscarmagri@bigpond.com

AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
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TIGERS RE-UNITE

THE PERIMETER

The photos (below) shows two old Tigers who met up at
Tamworth RSL’s 90th Anniversary Dinner in May of this
year.
Father Tom Shanahan and Frank Williams, 1 Sec, 1 Pl, A
Coy both served with the Battalion in 1969/70.
They had a good night reminiscing, remembering the
good times and enjoying a couple of beers.
Father Tom said he now spends his leisure time playing
Bingo instead of “slippery sam”.
Joanne Williams

The Perimeter, in the infantry, is a circle of men. It is half
a squad, platoon or company. One half is on guard, staying vigilant, watching for the enemy, while the other half
rests, sleeps and carries on with life as it is. They are
more than just men; they are a brotherhood in uniform.
They share their plans, dreams and hopes with each
other. In hard times, they share their sadness, fears and
pain. They face the enemy together, some like brothers,
others like fathers and sons, and always as true friends.
They find a spirit in each other than binds them to one
another in a bond that lasts forever.
As time passes, they will leave the service and each
other. They will travel many different paths of life, some to
prosper well and others not so well. Somewhere in life's
travels, these men find themselves lost in the world, confused, dazed, scared, unhappy and searching for something; something they are not even sure exists. They are
not soldiers anymore; they are called veterans.

EXCERPT FROM WAR DIARIES
Australian Military Forces
ROUTINE
5 RAR. AP AN PHU. SOUTH VIETNAM
R486-1-1

22 Jul 66

List A and List B
LAUNDERING OF CLOTHES
1. The current contract with civilian laundries at BA RIA
have proved to be unsatisfactory as the clothes are not
being washed satisfactorily and often lost or not returned
to the owner.

Somehow, in their search, they once again find others like
themselves. They find brothers of the past, brothers of the
Perimeter, that circle of safety, where someone else
shares their pain, their confusion and their fear. That Perimeter where that fear is eased, where there is less confusion. They share each other's pain in stories, in tears
and in silence. Inside the Perimeter, eye contact can say
it all. This Perimeter is a circle of life and a circle of death;
it is a circle of wounded warriors, with wounds of both
flesh and spirit. This Perimeter is a circle of iron that has
never broken. It is a circle of common duty that knows no
color, no creed and no religious ground. The circle will
last forever, through the best of times and the worst of
times.
The Perimeter is a place warriors will always seek - even
for eternity. Just gaze out at our national cemeteries. For
out there, on the outer edge, ever so vigilant, are those
on the Perimeter.
By James R. Lawson

2. Until such times as improved facilities can be provided
by the Vietnamese laundries, all greens will be washed by
members. The following facilities are provided.
a. Each Coy has been provided with 12 half 44 gallon
drums for boiling clothes.
b. Sand and gasoline fires for boiling water will be
used under the drums.
c. Coy’s will provide drying spaces within their areas
by cutting the minimum number of trees.
3. All members are to be issued with additional greens to
give them a maximum number of seven sets. Greens will
be exchanged on a one for one basis when the old
greens are beyond economical use or repair.
(S J Maizey) MAJ X0

7 Platoon laundry 1966.
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WHEN WINGY READ THE RIOT ACT - A REPRISE

In January 1962, I returned from the Pacific Islands Regiment to a posting as Regimental Signals Officer of 1RAR,
newly returned from Malaysia. The Battalion reformed
into the new organization of 1RAR Battle Group (1RAR
BG). We were short of ANPRC 9 and 10 set batteries.
Thus on an almost daily basis I began to visit the Battle
Group Assistant Quartermaster General (AQMG), one
Major JA Warr known as Wingy resulting from a wound
he received in Korea. My pleas for batteries were often
met with the words of this officer which I shall never forget
“Do you want them today, or will tomorrow do?” Miraculously, day after day he managed to scrounge just
enough batteries to keep us on the air.
After three years of constant begging and scrounging the
AQMG and I were on pretty good terms when in February
1965 I received a posting to the Infantry Centre, then at
Ingleburn. The BG XO, LTCOL I R Brumfield and Wingy
urged me not to go but I argued that it was a must if I ever
wanted to be promoted. So I went.
Three weeks after taking up my new posting I received a
call from the XO. He said, inter alia, “I told you not to go; if
you had stayed over here you could have had a company”. On the 1st March 1965 the BG split into 1RAR and
5RAR and I watched 1RAR saddle up and head for SVN.
Missed the boat again! Time passed. 5RAR trained. I lectured at the Inf Centre. 1RAR came home to cheers and
5RAR left for SVN under command of LTCOL JA Warr.
I’d made a bad decision!
In June 1966 I received another
call at the Inf Centre direct from
DINF. I was asked “Are you FE
(Field Force Everywhere)?” No, I
replied and the voice said how
long would it take you to be FE? I
said three months. The voice said
we need a Coy Comd for 5RAR
in a hurry. I corrected my reply to
three days. Ten days later after a
mandatory trip to JTC to meet the
political requirement I was on a
plane to SVN, the only infantryman on board. The rest of the
plane was full of 161 Recce
Flight.
I landed at Tan Son Nhut and
was left stranded on the strip as
Major Ronald Hamlyn
the Recce Flight disappeared in a
bus. By devious means I found my way to Nui Dat via
Vung Tau and that trip is another story in itself.
And there he was, Wingy Warr with his arch conspirator
MAJ SJ (Stan the Man) Maizey. With the friendliest but
quickest briefing imaginable I became OC Admin Coy.
The story leaps forward to 21 February 1967; a tragic
day! Wingy radioed “get yourself up to B Coy and start
sorting things out. The Coy has suffered casualties including Bruce (MAJ M B McQualter) and I want you to
take over the Coy as soon as it comes in”. Again I went.
There is no need to elaborate. Every Tiger knows the

story. The problem was to hold the Coy together, reorganize it, hold its morale and get it ready for further operations. Wingy Warr was wonderful. I went to him for
advice in writing to NOK and relatives. He said, “Leave it
to me, that’s my job.”, and he wrote to them all personally.
He gave me more support than I had a right to expect,
and he tried to give B Coy the same. We took three more
casualties but we muddled through with his help.
And then came 7RAR! Lou O’Dea brought home the last
patrol, marching his platoon past BHQ with a flare in his
hand to the roars of the rest of BHQ and Support Coy and
best of all with no casualties; and 5 RAR was off operations.
Things got a bit hectic. Practical jokes were all the go.
Blokes strove to come up with original ideas. It became
important to show these 7RAR new guys that you can’t
keep a good tiger down. CO 7RAR was presented with a
pig (which he didn’t seem to enjoy too much) and a sort of
matey but patronizing air seemed to permeate the battalion. Nevertheless, the celebrations seemed to be under
control, when BANG. Someone had dropped a purple
smoke flare down the ventilation shaft of B Coy CP.
The CP was rendered useless. Every wall map had
adopted the colour of the flare, everything but everything
was coloured purple.
The custard hit the fan. OC B Coy 7RAR was in my face
complaining. CO 7RAR was having words with Wingy.
Tension in the Messes was high. B Coy was in the proverbial S…T and a sacrificial lamb was required. LTCOL
J A Warr wanted to see me. Ah! Ah! this was not good
news. As I had become accustomed to, I went, I guessed
it might not be for tea and scones. However in all our encounters I had never known John Warr to raise his voice,
much less lose his temper, therefore no real need to
worry. How wrong can you be?
No, he didn’t lose his temper, nor did he raise his voice
but without so much as expletive he gave me a dressing
down worth publishing for posterity which included among
other things a court-martial of forty B Coy men including
myself. Finally, with a degree of menace he settled for
Reading the Riot Act and ordered me to place the miscreant under close arrest (he didn’t say how or for how
long). I attempted to explain that there was no facility for
close arrest and that I had intended as a punishment to
order the so-called miscreant to refurbish the CP by himself. The latter idea was the only concrete contribution
that I managed to insert into the interview.
And that is how a B Coy veteran, who shall remain nameless but whom I am sure will recognize himself, came to
be locked behind a barbed wire enclosure and chained to
a tree until the day we boarded HMAS Sydney and sailed
for home. I may be wrong but I can’t recall that the charge
against the miscreant was ever heard.
Every night for the next few years I used to thank the Lord
for giving 5RAR John Arnold Warr as Commanding Officer, the most compassionate and caring man I ever met.
Ron Hamlyn OC B Coy 1967

65th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BATTLE FOR MOUNT TAMBU
On Sunday 17th August, the 2/5th Australian Infantry Battalion Association (NSW Branch) assembled at the Moore
Park Golf Club in Sydney to commemorate the 65th anniversary of the Battle of Mount Tambu (see; The Forbidden Mountain, Tigers Tales Issue 17, Dec 2007) , a
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it is worth noting that the body of instructors that trained
our infantry for operations in Korea and subsequently for
Malaya, Borneo and Vietnam were WW2 veterans of the
SW Pacific campaign.
We have a strong and enduring bond with the 2/5th Bn
Association. I have promised their veterans that their
proud history and heritage will be maintained by the
5RAR Association in the future.
Roger Wainwright
Christmas 1966 - I thought these two were supposed to
be serving Christmas Dinner to the men? This shows (L)
Sunray 32, Roger Wainwright and (R) Sunray 31, Harry
Neesham pinching our chow. In the background are, I
believe, (L) Pat Bunting and (R) Rowdy Hindmarsh in C
Coy lines.

Members of the 2/5th Battalion AIF (NSW) and Roger Wainwright at the Mt Tambu Luncheon.

famed battle honour won in the razorback ridges of southeastern New Guinea in 1943. Their President, Fred Hoare
had enlisted 10 veterans of the 2/5th and about 65 family
members to attend the commemoration.
I was privileged to be invited as guest speaker at the
commemorative luncheon. Tina and I were warmly welcomed by the 2/5th veterans and their families in a most
convivial atmosphere. In my talk, I spoke about the continuity from the original 5th Battalion AIF in WW1, through
the 2/5th Aust Inf Battalion to the current day, including a
few words on the continuing operational deployments of
5RAR since de-linking with 5/7RAR in December 2006.
From an Association perspective, it is worthy of note that
the 5th Bn AIF Association survived for 60 years following
WW1. It once boasted 800 members Australia wide. It’s
last surviving member, Clive “Mac” Mackenzie was badly
wounded and blinded on the western front. He was told
not to expect to live past 40, but he died in 1996 at the
grand old age of 100. Such is the durability of the men of
the 5th battalions.
th

As the numbers of original 5 Battalion members dwindled, they were welcomed with open arms by their junior
counterparts in the 2/5th Aust Inf Battalion Association,
who had lived up to the ANZAC tradition during their Middle East and South West Pacific campaigns. It was the
2/5th Bn Association that enabled the last of the old 5th to
keep contact and hold reunions.
I have undertaken some research on 2/5th Battalion campaigns through their WW2 Commander’s Diaries which
are available on the AWM website. It is fascinating to see
that the lessons learnt are often identical to those that we
learnt in Vietnam. There are many, so I will quote just
one: “The need for aggressive patrolling at section/
platoon level to maintain the initiative and gain intelligence”. We Aussies are the best in the world at this and

Christmas 1969 - LT Ian Hosie serving dinner to C Coy
troops on Christmas Day 1969 at Nui Dat. Pte Ken (Legs)
Leggatt is in the foreground.
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IN MEMORIUM
2781333 ROBERT MYLES DEACON
16 June 1945 - 18 May 2008

It is with sadness that we have been told of another of our members leaving our ranks. Robert ‘Bob’
Deacon, who served with the Battalion in Vietnam until late June 1966, passed away on Sunday 18
May this year.
Another Tiger rests.
212542 BARRY THOMAS FITZPATRICK
27 October 1939 - July/August 2008
We have been informed of the passing of another 'Tiger', WO Barry Fitzpatrick, in an announcement in
the July/August edition of 'Reveille'. No other details have been supplied but, Zeke Mundine remembers Barry being posted to Signals Platoon from AATTV late in the Battalion’s first tour.
Rest easy.
2412438 KENNETH GORDON HAYNES
9 May 1942 - 2 August 2008
We have been advised that on 2 August, Ken Haynes passed away at Bunbury, in his home state of
Western Australia. Ken had been battling cancer and had been hospitalised for some time.
In March of 1967 Ken was posted from 1ARU to 10 Platoon, D Coy, 5RAR until the Battalion’s return
to Australia in April. He was then transferred to complete his tour with 7RAR.
Lest We Forget.

1410929 EARL LACHLIN McKENZIE
27 November 1932 - 2 August 2008
Sadly, we have been advised of the passing of Earl McKenzie on Saturday 2 August. Earl had suffered from Prostate Cancer and Chronic Bronchitis and had entered hospital for treatment to the latter. During his treatment it was found that he had developed Lymphoma and few days later he succumbed to a massive heart attack.
With the rank of Corporal, Earl served as a Section Commander in B Coy for most of the Battalion’s
first tour until he was medivaced to Australia in late January 1967.
Earl is survived by his wife Frances, two sons and two daughters, five grandchildren and a greatgranddaughter.
Rest In Peace.
53157 ROBERT ARTHUR BUNTING
30 December 1937 - 15 August 2008
Bob ‘Bunts’ Bunting died 0330 hrs 15 August from Agent Orange cancer, his wife Ann was with him
at the end.
He was a Sect Comd in 10 Pl D Coy 1966 - 67. Bunts served his country from 1956-77 with 3 RAR in
Malaysia/Thai border, 2 RAR, 5 RAR’s 1st tour of Vietnam and 11 RWAR.
A soldier, leader, teacher and our mate.
Bob leaves behind his wife Ann, daughter Toni, sons Mike (a serving ADF member) and Bruce as
well as two granddaughters, Nicole and Jessica.
Dennis Rainer MC MID Pl Comd 10 Pl.

Correction: In Tiger Tales August Issue I incorrectly stated that Ray Frauenfelder was born in 1945, Ray was actually
born in 1947. I had been informed that Peter Roberts was with Ray when he died and this also was not correct. I sincerely apologize to Ray’s family and friends for any upset that I may have inadvertently caused.
The Editor.

IN MEMORIUM
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34578 KEITH OMOND SMITH
21 January 1932 - 01 September 2008
Regrettably we have been informed, by AATTV Association, of the death of Keith Smith. Keith passed
away at Lismore in Northern NSW on Monday 1 September.
Keith served with 5RAR from 4 March to 25 April 67, he finished his tour with 7RAR 26 April 67 to 18
March 68 and return to Vietnam with AATTV 29 June to 18 December 72.
May he rest in peace.
53789 KEITH WILLIAM FORDEN
25 November 1938 - 7 September 2008
News has come to us of the passing of Keith Forden who served with 5RAR, as CSM Support Coy, in
Australia. Keith died at the Hollywood Hospital in Nedlands, WA. He is survived by his wife, Margery.
Keith served with 1RAR in SVN 1965-66 and two tours with AATTV during 1968 to 1970.
Now resting.
4717760 GARRY THOMAS NOTTAGE
26 March 1945 – 26 October 2008
I am very sorry to report that Garry (Background) Nottage passed away at the Port Pirie Hospital
on Sunday 26th October 2008. Garry was a rifleman in 5RAR Reconnaissance Platoon on the first
tour 1966/67. Garry was diagnosed with lung cancer three weeks ago and passed away very
quickly. Bob Kearney, Dennis Mills and myself joined Pat, his partner of 20 years, at his funeral on
30 October.
Garry was a national serviceman, a great digger who never complained and always went about his
tasks with enthusiasm and determination. Our thoughts and prayers are with Pat and Garry’s family
Rest in peace Old Digger
Michael von Berg
BELATED NOTIFICATIONS
We have belatedly been informed of the passing of two former 5RAR members.
Firstly, 6709231 Pte Anthony Venn passed on in June 2003. Tony served with 1ARU April/May 1969 and then with A
Coy, 5RAR from May 1969 until March 1970.
Secondly, 2790040 Cpl William John Ross passed away in 2004. Bill served with C Coy on the Battalion’s second tour
1969/70.

5th BATTALION AIF IN FLANDERS
These photos, taken by
Gary Phillips, Bandsman/
Stretcher Bearer first tour, at
Ypres in Belgium show
(right) the 5th Battalion AIF
Honour Roll inscribed on the
Menin Gate and (left) a
headstone in a Flanders
War Cemetery commemorating an unidentified 5th
Battalion AIF soldier. They
give an insight into the
length of time that the tradition of the 5th Battalion has
been part of the Australian
Defence Force.
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LONG HAI HILLS - A BROTHERS JOURNEY

I have been on a long journey these past 3 years, our
younger brother Richard died in Viet Nam on the 21st
February 1967 in what is known as the Long Hai Mine
Incident.

struggle up SAS Hill at Nui Dat, I reflect and try to sort out
in my mind what our boys went through whilst they were
in Vietnam, but I guess I will never know, but I have tried
to understand.

At the time of his joining the Regular Army I was in the
CMF, now the Army Reserve. Initially he joined 2RAR
then transferred to 5RAR as they were building to go to
Vietnam

Now 3½ years later with the help of Tony White I have a
complete picture of my brother Richard as told by the
boys of 5 RAR B Company First Tour 1966/67 which will
enable me to put it all together for my family, sisters and
Richard’s daughter Debbie whom he never got to see.

For 30 years or so following his death at the age of 20,
his memory passed through my mind occasionally, however in recent years I tend to think of him much more
(perhaps it’s because I am getting older).
Unbeknown to me, my daughter Kim had been in contact
with Bluey Bryant, of B Company 5RAR, for several years
tracking down Richard’s stories/information. I finally rang
Bluey about 3½ years ago; he said "I wondered when you
would stick your head up, NOK’s are part of our family
too"
My wife and I were invited to B Companies 2nd reunion
held in Fremantle in 2006; Bluey drove over from Melbourne to Mount Gambier to meet with us so that when
we arrived at the reception we would know somebody.
Over the duration of the 4 day reunion I met the remainder of the troops including Dr Tony White RMO, 5 RAR
1966/67 VN.
With the help of Neil
McKenzie, Bluey Bryant, Tony White and
then Walter Pearson I
had the co-ordinates
of where I needed to
be in Vietnam.
Walter, his partner
Carl, 2 other VN Veterans
and
myself travelled to Vietnam in 2006 but were
not really sure of the
Poppies placed in a wattle tree by Bob spot, but as it turned
Sandow .
out we almost lucked
it, getting pretty close
as we found out during our later visit.
Then in 2008 armed with the exact co-ordinates Walter,
friend Ray Scott and I were reasonably satisfied that we
were as good on the mark that we were going to get location wise
It was a sad occasion to be almost on the spot 42 years
later that caused so much anguish to so many Aussie
families including our own. For 30 years or so I had in my
mind that the people of Vietnam owed me a younger
brother. Our Mother passed away with many ill thoughts
about the people of Vietnam, even to the extent of crossing the road rather than looking at them. Now, having
been to their country on two occasions, I realise how
wrong I was, simply put "we were in their country, they
were not in ours".
When I wander the Long Hai hills, around Vung Tau or

What pushed me along the journey was the thought that
when I leave the earth, who will remember Richard?, In
2008 my family were invited to attend the Long Tan
Day at Broken Hill held by the RSL, honouring locals including Richard, as well as others. With their help we
have placed a plaque in his name on their Wall of Remembrance and we are placing an Honour Board in his
name at the Broken Hill RSL.
I just need to go back to Viet Nam and the Long Hai hills
in 2009 to see if 5RAR B Company’s tree is still blossoming, then my journey is over.
Robert Sandow
*****
Using an eight figure grid reference from the Commander's Diary, Bob Sandow, along with Walter Pearson
of Monkey Bridge Tours, who served with the FO Party in
D Coy in 1969, got to within 100 metres of the spot.
The group could not reach the exact spot because the
location is now in the middle of a dam.
Australian wattle trees grow in the area; there are substantial wattle plantations now at the base of the Long Hai
Hills. The trees are used in paper production.
Bob chose a nearby wattle tree to place a number of poppies in remembrance of the men who died nearby and
spent a few quiet moments in solitary contemplation of
the brother he lost so long ago.
Walter Pearson
Editors note: Please see the article, “The Long Hai Hills
Incident” on the Association Website at www.5rar.asn.au/
narrative/longhai.htm

IRAQI ROAD SIGN

‘POSSUM 5’ 1966-67
During Operation Queanbeyan on the Nui Thi Vai hills, in
October 1966, sub-units of the Battalion were involved in
a difficult contact (see Detailed Operations; 1st Tour
1966/67 on 5RAR Web-site). During this contact CAPT
Brian Ledan and Cpl Norm Womal were wounded, with
Cpl Womal later dying of his wounds.
An LZ was cut around a fairly flat rock ledge, barely large
enough for a Bell Sioux helicopter to be able to complete
an extremely difficult casevac. 2LT Robert Askew
achieved this feat not once but twice, in the first instance
to pick up the wounded Capt Ledan and then later to retrieve the body of CPL Womal.
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had learned, what could be improved on and what should
be passed on, it was satisfying to know that when those
circumstances existed I was up to the job. Something all
of us have wondered about.
I exited the "the plastic helicopter" (Crossfire) for a couple
of reasons, one to check the blades as I had cut my way
through some small growth on the approach and also,
although I was sure my greens had turned brown a couple of times in the aircraft, it was somewhat contained but

The following are the thoughts of Robert O’Neill, 5RAR
Intelligence Officer at the time and of Bob Askew, 161
Recce Flight, the pilot of “Possum 5”.
* * * * *
The casevac on this day was an amazingly skilful and
committed piece of flying by Bob Askew. For those who
have it, re-read my eye-witness account in Vietnam Task,
pages 143-148. Bob had to reverse his machine in order
to get out of this tiny, rock-girt LZ. He had one chance on
the way in and one on the way out. Any slight error of
judgement would probably have been fatal. Cpl Womal,
who died shortly before evacuation, went out through the
same LZ on a second flight - also piloted by Bob Askew.
Apart from the notable performances of Tony White and
Michael von Berg in the engagement, two other people to
mention are Max Carroll, who as soon as Brian Ledan
was wounded, called the Possum up from Nui Dat to wait
at the gun lines until the area was sufficiently secure for
Bob to attempt to find an LZ, and Bob Supple, who had to
guide the Possum in onto the flat rock LZ while in clear
danger of being decapitated by its whirling blades. And of
course, guiding all the action taking place was our Commanding Officer, assisted by the Adjutant. What a team!
One of our best hours, I think!
Robert J. O’Neill
* * * * *
Time distorts and makes hazy the
memory glands but I think I was
sitting at a fire support base on
highway 15 on standby for 5RAR
when the request came through for
the casevac. I also returned there
standing by for the rest of the day.
In the case of this casevac the difficulty of the pad was part of the
deal, but for me being totally exposed to VC's field of fire by virtue
of the slope was the biggest factor.
Bob Askew
The sounds of the contact taking
place were plainly audible, even with the helmet on and
the chopper noise, the different "whap" sound of a fairly
close one were often enough to define, "aimed at". Hearing gunfire fairly close at hand was a normal, being under
fairly heavy fire wasn't, for me!! At the end of the day
when I used to sit quietly somewhere and go over what I

L to R; Bob Askew, unidentified & Brian Ledan without shirt.

urinating could have been messy. I can remember thinking at the time standing urinating against the rock face
under the now green rotor blades running down but still
rotating, a thousand feet up on the edge of a mountain
with a rather large noisy fire-fight going on the other side
of the rock, that it was rather a different setting!! Also if
truth were known it felt somewhat exposed sitting in the
bubble while in close to the rockface was more secure.
After lifting Brian Ledan out I dropped him next to the
Dust-off who had positioned in a clear area on the edge
of Hwy 15. As there was no direct security for the Dust-off
pilot he chose the largest cleared area he could find
which put the nearest tree line about 300 metres away.
Actually I landed in front of him, not next to him, just in
case his gunners had to defend our situation. I also asked
if he would delay his departure until I had shut down and
quickly inspected my aircraft for damage, it was to my
surprise that there was none readily visible.
After having done a second approach and departure, to
pick up Norm Womal's body, when the engineers inspected the chopper and found no damage, other than 4
foot of green blade at the ends I was amazed. I was also
severely pleased that the pilot had no extra apertures.
I would like to extend my congratulations to the men on
the ground on that day. The organisation and execution in
the preparation of the LZ, the co-ordination of people being in the right place at the right time and the tricky and
dangerous task of guiding me in, by Bob Supple, was
superb. The efforts of these men made a very difficult
landing, and departure, achievable for me and contributed greatly to the success of the casevac.
Bob Askew
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THE YEAR OF THE TIGERS
THIRD EDITION 2009

NOTICES
If you are organizing a Sub-unit reunion or other function
for members forward details to the Editor and a Notice
will be displayed here.
9 PLATOON 2nd TOUR REUNION
Victor Harbour, S.A. 24th to 28th April 2009.
Friday the Meet and Greet, Saturday a Dinner, Sunday free for wives and Monday a
golf game.
For information contact either;
Bryan (Blue) Schafer, blues@tadaust.org.au
Ron (Fred) Dwyer, ronfred@adam.com.au
7 PLATOON 2nd TOUR REUNION
Terry Bates is planning a reunion in Western Australia, in
July 2009, to remember and honour the KIA’s and WIA’s
caused by the mine explosion on 4 July 1969.
All members of the Pl and all Officers of C Coy are invited to attend.
For information contact Terry through his daughter at
justna@bigpond.com marked for Terry’s attention.
4 PLATOON 1st TOUR REUNION
Graham Growden is organising a reunion of 4 Pl 1st Tour
in Mt Gambier, S.A. 17th to 22nd February 2008.
For more information contact Graham on (08) 8349 7408
Mob; (0439) 720 270 or Email growler@picknowl.com.au
TIGER TALES SURVEY
The Committee would like to gain an insight in to how
many members would prefer to receive a full colour edition of “Tiger Tales”, by email, instead of the current
printed edition?
We would appreciate your response, so please forward
your views, whether they be for or against, to the Membership Officer by email at hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au
and CC to the Editor at garyt.5rar@gmail.com

NEW MEMBERS
Regt No

Given Names

1731575 Peter John

Surname Tour
Connell

1

CO 5 RAR Lt Col Darren D Huxley
1735373 Daryl Peter

Lethem

Suburb/Town

State

Mermaid Waters

QLD

Palmerston

NT

2

Maroochydore

QLD

215260

Robert Laurence Mackinlay

1

Ravenshoe

QLD

55025

Peter

Manucci

1

Manning

WA

54231

William Patrick

Marshall

1

Rothwell

QLD

4717649 Brian

Mitchell

1

Wallaroo

SA

1737046 William George

Morriss

5715713 Peter James

Mullan

2

Dudinin

2781523 Richard Norman Walter

1

Wentworthville

Aust Toowoomba

QLD
WA
NSW

Dave Wilkins, editor of the third edition of The Year of
The Tigers, reports that
the revised book is currently with the publisher,
Australia Military History
Publications, with a target release date in late
January 2009. The anticipated Recommended
Retail Price (RRP) to the
general public is about
$60-65 but the selling
price to 5RAR Association members will be
discounted to be as
close as possible to $50,
which was the price of
the old edition.
The revised book will be about 125 pages larger than the
existing book and effectively continues the theme as a
pictorial history, but with some new written sections.
Some of the new or updated sections are:

•

A corrected and increased list of decorations and
awards, with citations;
• An updated history of the Vietnam War to its end
in1975;
• Coloured aerial photograph and map of Nui Dat base;
• A new series of maps showing the progress of the
Battle of Binh Ba together with photographs;
• Pacification in Dat Do;
• Mine incidents to A Coy (27 March 1969), D Coy (15
June 1969) and 7 Platoon C Coy (4 July 1969);
• Land clearing operations;
• Enemy bunker systems;
• An article called Anatomy of a Bunker Contact;
• Photographic sections, with many coloured photographs, covering activities “Between Operations”, including at Nui Dat and on R&C leave at Vung Tau, and the
companies back on operations;
• Assault Pioneer Platoon;
• Tracker Platoon and the tracker dogs;
• Military Advisory Training (MAT) Teams;
• Messes and Boozers;
• Group photographs of the officers and senior NCOs;
• Quintus, mascot of the Tiger Battalion;
• A number of new cartoons by Tony Speelman;
• The corrected nominal roll
• An index.
We believe this new edition of the 1969-70 tour of duty in
South Vietnam will be an essential and worthwhile historical record, not only for The Tigers themselves but also for
their immediate families and the generations to come.
Dave Wilkins OC C Coy 1969/70

5RAR AWARDED TROPHY FOR
BEST REGIMENTAL DRILL
The Morrison Trophy is
awarded annually to
the battalion that displays the best drill parade during the year.
It was named in Honour of Major General
A.L. Morrison, AO,
DSO, MBE (RL) who
was Colonel Commandant of the Regiment
from 1987 to 1993. The
trophy was first competed for in 1991.
5/7RAR won the Morrison Trophy in 1991
1992, 1993. The 2nd
4th Battalion won it in
1994.
The trophy was donated by School of Infantry Regimental
Funds and the 7th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment
Association.
This Trophy was presented to 5RAR in 2008 for achieving
the best drill in the Regiment, this was awarded as a result of the excellent drill conducted by the members of the
Battalion for the Colours Parade on 05 Jun 2008.
(Courtesy 5RAR Tiger Tails.)
(Presidents note: I have no doubt that the majestic drill
shown by Murray Blake and Darryl Lovell, as they uncased the Queens and Regimental Colours, had a key
bearing on this result)

5RAR’s FIRST 3 CO’s

17
VV FAMILY HEALTH STUDY
This letter is an update to the Vietnam Veterans Family
Health Study article that is posted on the Association
website (www.5rar.asn.au) Notice Board.
State of participation registration from ex-ARMY PERSONNEL to be a part of the Vietnam Veterans’ Family
Health Study is to date as follows:
Vietnam Veterans are at 2120 and we need minimum
of 3000. Their children numbers are OK. but more
most welcome.
National Servicemen are at 1141 and we need 3000
minimum. Their children are at 593 but need 1860
minimum.
So gentlemen and ladies of the ESO world and wider
defence family please could you re-commence your
be in it programs with National Service personnel and
Viet. Vets. of the ‘60s and ‘70s or we will well and
truly be without a study and $11 million the poorer for
it. Our Australian Defence Community cannot allow
this study to stall through lack of participants when
those much needed people are right here in our
midst. We owe it to all those who will follow, to at
least be good examples worth respecting for our efforts.
I know these figures are somewhat disappointing but they
are correct as of today (30 October) and therefore we just
need to work harder to make people understand the real
need to be in the VVFHS. Nothing else has altered just
the low turn out rate to date. Please drive them all mad
until Christmas and then we can rest, not before. We cannot just say extend the registration date or expect DVA’s
letter to be a magic, metaphorical bullet. That isn’t good
enough; we need more grunt from everyone.
The real emphasis as you can see lies with the National
Service people so these organizations must be pursued
with some vigorous effort.
Dr Roderick Bain MBBS FRCA FANZCA
Quote: "If I had to take Hell, I would use Australians to
take it and the New Zealanders to hold it"
Erwin Rommel

MALARIA DISCIPLINE SURVEY
Dr David Adams is currently conducting research on
“Malaria discipline among US and ANZAC troops in SE
Asia”, and would very much appreciate your input.
This photo is of the first three CO’s of 5RAR (l-r) LTCOL
C.N Khan, COL P.H.G. Oxley holding Quintus and
LTCOL J.A. Warr. We believe that this was taken just
before 5RAR’s 2nd tour. The honour board in the background only has 1st tour names. John Warr is wearing
Vietnam ribbons but Colin Khan does not appear to, the
ribbons you can see are Korea. It may well have been a
farewell parade for the 2nd tour.

This confidential (requires no personal details) study will
research all aspects of anti-malarial drug distribution, preventative procedures and side effects in the individual
units of the three Nations.
You will find a down-loadable form on our web-site at
www.5rar.asn.au/documents/Malaria_Survey.doc which
can be filled in and sent to Dr Adams at the following
email; David.Adams@Armstrong.edu

Please indicate use of this form

Remit this form and payment due to:

The Secretary
5 RAR Association
31 Kenilworth St
BONDI JUNCTION NSW 2022
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Joining / Renewing Membership
Change of Details
Purchase of Memorabilia

Please direct any membership queries or amendments to the Treasurer/Membership Officer (see below for contact details).
Surname:

Christian Names:

Known As:

Current Membership Period;
Memorabilia

Partners Name:

Home Ph:

Regimental No:

Mobile:

Membership Dues

Rank:

Suburb/Town:

P/Code:

O/S

Price
$

30

Vietnam Task

M

$

30

The Year of the Tigers (App)

M

$

50

Honour Roll

M

$

35

5 Bn History DVD

S

$

30

Caps

S

$

15

Ties

S

$

30

Lapel Badges

S

$

5

TAC Plates

S

$

20

5 RAR Plaque

M

$

50

Mini Banner

L

$ 150

Car Sticker - Ribbons (New)

S

$

5

Car Sticker - Tiger Head

S

$

3

Qty

Amount

Business Ph:

Address:

State:

1 March 2008 - 28 February 2011

Email:

Brief history of Association/link with 5RAR including Sub-Unit:

Grand Total:

$

The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.
Items marked S - $1, M - $5 and L $10 per item.
President - Committee Members
Patron

President

Vice President

Secretary

Brig. Colin Khan DSO

Col. Roger Wainwright

Maj. John Miller CVO, AM, MBE

Mr. Geoff Pearson

Ph: 02 6257 7249

Ph: 02 6295 6204

Ph: 02 9938 6312

Ph: 02 9524 3177

Mob: 0414 713 720

Mob: 0409 588 935

Mob: 0419 252 130

Mob: 0417 223 001

roger.w@netspeed.com.au

jandemiller@bigpond.com.au

gp@rbimports.com.au

Treasurer/Membership Officer

Memorabilia Officer

Webmaster

Committee Member

Lt Col. Ron Hamlyn

Maj. Bryan Schafer

Ted Harrison

Trevor Carter

Ph: 02 9387 1409

Ph: 02 9605 5841

Ph: 03 9762 4283

Ph: 02 9587 9670

Mob: 0407 669 221

Mob: 0412 432 464

Mob: 0403 907 775

Mob: 0427 101 516

hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au

blues@tadaust.org.au

Webmaster@5rar.asn.au

Trevor.Carter@defence.gov.au

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Bruce Schmidtchen

Brian Budden

Geoffrey Luck

George Wills

Ph: 07 3862 1158

Ph: 02 9525 0355 (W)

Ph: 02 9982 6053

Ph: 02 9838 1110

Mob: 0419 485 592

Mob: 0418 769 954

Mob: 0417 447 508

Mob: 0414 261 568

brucesc@bigpond.net.au

krikse2@hotmail.com

g_j_luck@tpg.com.au

gwill96@bigpond.com

YOUR STATE REPRESENTATIVES
ACT Representative

NSW Representatives

QLD Representative

Lt Col. Barry Morgan

Haydyn Dorrough

George Wills

Kel Ryan

Ph: 02 6255 4531

Mob: 0419 261043

Ph: 02 9838 1110

Ph: 07 3818 4042

Mob: 0419 884 078

mvlethania@tadaust.org.au

Mob: 0414 261 568

keljan1@bigpond.com

bm126489@bigpond.net.au

gwill96@bigpond.com

SA/NT Representative

TAS Representative

VIC Representative

WA Representative

Barry Ryan

John Smee

Doug Bishop

Alan McNulty DCM

Ph: 08 8341 0364

Ph: 03 6343 4243

Ph: 03 9744 5035

Ph: 08 9304 1333

lynneryan@austarnet.com.au

Mob: 0407 830 264

Mob: 0437 653 577

Mob: 0417 914 309

johnsmee1@bigpond.com

dougb@amavic.com.au

alanmarian@4u.com.au

Tiger Tales Editor: Gary Townsend Ph/Fax: 07 5572 5935 Mob: 0412 767 975
garyt.5rar@gmail.com P O Box 5011, Mermaid Waters, QLD, 4218

A VERY PROUD TIGER
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APRIL 1966
Terry Tommasi took this photo in April 1966, as sub-units
of 5RAR and support attachments were enroute to Vietnam aboard the troop ship HMAS Sydney.

As a proud Tiger (Mechanised? Editor) who now rides
around on 2 wheels, I had trouble fitting the 5RAR stickers to my bike; I got around one by having it tattooed onto
my shoulder. But when the new sticker came out she,
who must be obeyed, said no more tattoos. I tried to fit it
onto my helmet, O.K., but not the best. Then whilst driving around the central coast I saw a bike rider with
‘Vietnam Vet’ embroided onto his jacket. So, much to the
boss’s disgust, we stopped at every set of lights, until I
found out who did his jacket for him.
Phase 2; contacted the embroiderer and had him do a
digital copy of the Ribbons and ICB. When that was done,
about 2 weeks later, I got the sticker done to my vest, it
took about 2 hours and 10 needles later it was done.
As you can see from the photo it is a great job, the cost
was about $25 to $30 dollars. I wear mine on every ride,
so if anyone wants to get one, they can contact me on
(02) 4358 2964 or e-mail arnold.lochrey@bigpond.com I
ride a Honda 750 Shadow as much as I can.
Arnold Lockrey (Van Hulst) 12 Pl D Coy 69/70

LUNCH WITH AUTHOR, PAUL HAM
The photo below was taken at a lunch held on 1st August
2008 at The Catholic Club in Sydney with Paul Ham the
author of “Vietnam ,The Australian War”. (See book review on the Association website www.5rar.asn.au) From
L to R is myself, Paul Celler, Bernie Folkes, Keith Connell, Bernie Cox, Dave Goy, Paul Ham (author), Rod Lyons, and Tony Keech OAM, all from 7 RAR.
We all had a good time and lots of stories were told. Paul
is a great guy, very unassuming and a down to earth person. He works as a correspondent with "The Sunday
Times" newspaper.
Paul Celler, 5RAR, Admin Coy 1966-67

The RAN support vessel, HMAS Supply, was transferring
goods to HMAS Sydney and matelots onboard displayed
the ESSO sign, with the motto of “PUT A TIGER IN
YOUR TANK” and painted the waste pipe to resemble a
tiger’s tail, in recognition of the Battalion being known as
“The Tiger Battalion”.
PLEASE READ THIS IMPORTANT MESSAGE

IS THIS YOUR LAST TIGER TALES?
At it’s meeting in September the National Committee
met with all State Representatives. The meeting resolved that this issue would be the last to be sent to
members who are unfinancial. Once you are removed from the mailing list, posting of Tiger Tales to
you will not recommence until your subscription to
make you financial to 28 February 2011 is received by
the Association.
If the letters UF appear after your Surname, on the
separate address page, you are unfinancial and this
will be the last Tiger Tales that you will receive until
your membership is renewed. If you have discarded
that page or otherwise are not sure of your financial
position please contact the Membership Officer, Ron
Hamlyn, who’s contact details appear on the page 18
of this issue.
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RECENT 5RAR DEPLOYMENT SERVICE AWARDS

Listed and shown below are the Service awards available
to members of 5th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment
since the reinstatement of the Battalion to the ADF Order
of Battle. They are granted to eligible individuals dependent on their deployments with the Battalion to various
theatres.

sky above the mountains and the snow on the mountain
peaks with central stripes of purple and red representing
the ADF and the conflict in Afghanistan.
Australian Service Medal Post 1975 (Timor-Leste)
The Australian Service Medal is a nickelsilver medal ensigned with the Crown of
St Edward. The obverse features a modified shield of the Commonwealth Coat of
Arms surmounted by the Australian Defence Force Joint Service emblem superimposed on meridians of longitude.

Australian Active Service Medal Post 1975
The AASM is a nickel-silver medal. The
obverse has a Federation Star within a
wreath of mimosa. On the reverse a laurel wreath surrounds the inscription 'FOR
ACTIVE SERVICE'.
The colours of the ribbon are intended to
depict the tones of the Australian bush
and are in hues of brown, gold and
green, with the addition of a thin red strip
symbolising danger.
A clasp with the name of the theatre or
action for which the award is made is
issued with the medal. (i.e. IRAQ, ICAT
for Afghanistan)

The reverse of the medal shows clusters
of mimosa blossoms surrounding a Federation Star with the inscription ‘For Service’.
The medal ribbon has a central brown
stripe symbolizing the earth. It is flanked
by two stripes of dark green which in turn
are flanked by stripes of light green, gold and silvergreen. The medal is awarded with a clasp denoting the
prescribed operation.

Iraq Campaign Medal
The Iraq medal features the Commonwealth Coat of Arms on the front and
images of symbolic relevance to the area
of operation on the back. The reverse of
the Iraq Medal is based on a processional lion, which is copied from a relief
on the Gateway of the Temple of Ishtar
in Babylon. In the Assyrian Empire, the
lion was a dominant symbol of power.
The lion stands on a narrow plinth, symbolising balance, with the word 'Iraq' inscribed underneath.
The medal ribbon has a central vertical
stripe of red, signifying the conflict in
Iraq. This is flanked by stripes of purple representing the
three arms of the Australian Defence Force. The wide,
outer stripes of yellow symbolise Iraq's desert sands.
Afghanistan Campaign Medal
The Afghanistan Medal is a cupro-nickel
medal, with the Australian Coat of Arms
on the obverse. The reverse shows a
portion of a snow-capped mountain
range with a multi-rayed sun rising behind the mountains. The mountains represent the dominant terrain of the country
and the rising sun represents a 'new
dawn' for the nation. The word
'Afghanistan' appears around the central
device on the flan in English and in the
Arabic script.
The ribbon is khaki representing the
dominant ground colour of the terrain,
edged with light blue and white stripes representing the

NATO Medal
The NATO Medal with clasp ‘ISAF’ is
awarded for participation in NATO-led
operations conducted in Afghanistan as
part of Operation Slipper.
To qualify, ADF members need to complete 30 days force assigned service with
Operation Slipper in the area of operations from 28 July 2006.

Infantry Combat Badge
The ICB is a bronze badge which consists
of a wreath surrounding a bayonet. The
badge is dull in appearance and is not to be
polished. This badge is awarded members
of the Royal Australian Infantry Corps who,
in an infantry posting as part of an infantry battalion were
deployed for, at least, 90 days to an operational area.
Army Combat Badge
The ACB, finished in burnished bronze, is
in the form of two crossed swords surrounded by a laurel wreath. This badge is
awarded members of other Corps who
were deployed for, at least, 90 days to an
operational area in warlike operations.
Quote: "Those men on the line were my family, my
home. They were closer to me than I can say, closer than
any friends had been or ever would be."
-- William Manchester, Goodbye Darkness (1981)

