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We are all Tigers Together

BATTLE GROUP TIGER DEPLOYS ON OPERATION
2007 has been an extremely busy and exciting time
for the 5th Battalion since it was de-linked from
5/7RAR on 3 Dec 2006. The focus of activities has
been on preparation for the deployment of Battle
Group Tiger for deployment to southern Iraq on Operation CATALYST as Overwatch Battle Group West3. Battle Group Tiger deployed in late May 2007.
An extended period of time was spent on arduous
pre-deployment training exercise at Cultana, near
Port Augusta in South Australia. During this exercise,
following approval by the Chief of Army, the battalion
re-dedicated the original Queens and Regimental Colours of the battalion. This ceremony occurred at sunset on 14 April on a hilltop within the Cultana Training
area. Army regulations and ceremonial protocols allow re-raised units to take back their laid up Colours
and to re-dedicate them. The Tiger’s Colours were
originally consecrated at Holsworthy on 29 Oct 1967
and were laid up in the Soldiers Chapel Kapooka in
Apr 2004 after 5/7RAR had been presented with new
Colours. 5RAR is the first unit in the Australian Army
to re-dedicate itself to the original Colours

in the field and addressed by the Chief of Army, Lt
Gen Peter Leahy
Battle Group Tiger comprises two combat teams and
a combat service support team. These are Combat
Team Sabre based upon C Company 5RAR with
troopers from 2nd Cavalry Regiment and B Squadron
3/4 Cavalry Regiment, gunners from 8/12 Medium
Regiment and attachments/specialist from other 1 Brigade and Army units. Combat Team Courage is
based upon A Squadron 2nd Cavalry Regiment. Logistic support is provided by Combat Service Support
Team Quintus and includes the Regimental Aid Post,
Workshops, the Quartermaster Store and Transport
Section.
Deployment training at Cultana culminated in a realistic Mission Rehearsal Exercise (MRE) over the period
23 April to 4 May after which the Battle Group was
declared ready to deploy. The MRE tested the Battle
Groups HQ staff with a range of difficult scenarios as
well as testing the combat teams through a range of
threats likely to be encountered in Iraq.

A short respite in the training activities was taken on
ANZAC Day when a moving Dawn Service was held

The re-dedication ceremony of the original Queens and Regimental Colours of the Battalion.
Continued on page 3

5RAR Association Website

www.5rar.asn.au

Webmaster: Edmund “Ted” Harrison
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Fellow Tigers,
Firstly, I would like to report that Tiger Tales now
has two new co-editors. I thank the four members
of our Association who willingly put up their hands
with offers to takeover the editorial responsibilities
for Tiger Tales. Their offer to help with this key
means of communication to our members is highly
appreciated.

To those members of our Association who do not
have access to the web, I suggest you link up with
a mate who does, and have a look. You will find it
fascinating as well as bringing back memories from
past days.
I was privileged to represent our Association at the
farewell parade for Combat Team Tiger in Darwin
in late May. We maintain an excellent rapport with
5RAR elements both deployed or at home in Darwin. An article in this issue covers a number of
battalion activities prior to the current deployment
to Iraq. I can communicate by email with Lt Col
Jake Ellwood in Iraq, but naturally, I only do this
when necessary. In the next issue of Tiger Tales, I
hope to advise in cooperation with the Commanding Officer, some initiatives to further strengthen
our ties with the younger generation of Tigers. After all, we are of the same military family and have
the same traditions and mutual respect.

Your committee has agreed to appoint John
“Bluey” Edwards and Gary Townsend as co-editors
commencing with this edition. Both have previous
experience with publishing. The rationale in having
co-editors is not necessarily that two heads are
better than one, but more that it will share the work
load, and it will provide us with a back up if one
editor is temporarily unavailable. John and Gary
will alternate as lead editor for each edition. I trust
that they will have the support of the entire Association and that members will forward suitable articles that will continue to enhance the quality of Ti- The next few years will see a number of regimental
ger Tales. Thank you Bluey and Gary, we look for- and association activities, most of which are still in
ward to your voluntary and combined efforts.
the planning stage. These dates for your diary are
summarised later in this edition. I have included
At the same time, I would like to recognise the on- this list to enable those planning sub-unit reunions
going outstanding work that our webmaster, Ted to coordinate these in knowledge of the proposed
Harrison, is undertaking in keeping our website as major activities. It is pleasing to see the number of
an acknowledged leader in this field. The number platoon and company activities taking place.
of hits on the website site increases each month
and Ted is continually updating and adding new Roger Wainwright
pages. For example, the history pages have been President
updated and ways are being considered to make
the site more applicable to the younger generation
of Tigers.

Your new co editor’s
John (bluey) Edwards and Gary Townsend.
I wish to introduce myself and Gary Townsend to all fellow Tigers. John (Bluey) Edwards 1st
Tour. I joined the Army in 1963, posted to 1RAR. When the Fifth was formed I was transferred
over and helped in a small way in forming 5RAR. Went to Vietnam with the advance party, In
Vietnam was a driver for Anti Tank Platoon (not a bloody tank in sight) so did escort duties between Nui Dat and Vungas. When Reconnaissance Platoon was formed I volunteered and from
then on was with recce Platoon until end of tour.
Gary Townsend was a 1st intake nasho in 1965, basic training at Puckapunal then posted to
5RAR, 7 Platoon with Rowdy Hindmarsh as Sergeant. Rowdy appointed me as forward scout after I spotted a bloke in a tree 400 yards away, (I should have kept my mouth shut.) On return to
Melbourne I resumed my life with Carol, my wife and we
subsequently had 3 children. Now living in the Gold Coast
running our own Wholesale Agency business.

BATTLE GROUP TIGER
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Continued from page 1.
At the conclusion of training, Battle Group Tiger
Commanding Officer, Lt Col Jake Ellwood said, “We
have trained very hard since February to integrate
all the elements of the Battle Group and are now
mission ready. I am confident that Battle Group Tiger will bring credit to the ADF as a capable coalition partner, and Australia as a nation which contributes to peace and stability wherever it is required
around the globe”.
The Battle Group was formally farewelled at Robert-

Original 5RAR colours

Chief of Army, Lieutenant-General
Peter Leahy during a visit to Iraq with
Terry the Tiger, the mascot of Battle
Group Tiger.

son Barracks in Darwin at a parade on 10 May attended by over 1000 ADF personnel as well as family and friends. The parade was reviewed by Rear
Admiral Rowan Moffitt, the Deputy Chief of Joint
Operations. The parade ground was secured by
M1A1 Abrams Tanks and the Battle Group marched
on to the strains of “Dominique” played by the Pipes
and Drums with the original 5RAR Colours and Cpl
Courage, the mascot of 2nd Cavalry Regiment.

Cpl Courage the mascot of
2nd Cavalry Regiment

Keeping watch as vehicles of the 1 King Royal
Hussars pass over a bridge they secured during operation Hindmarsh 13 July 2007.
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BATTLE GROUP TIGER

Continued
Our President, Roger Wainwright, represented the 5RAR
Association at the farewell. At the post parade gathering
Roger caught up with the new generation of his old platoon, 8 Platoon, Charlie Company. He spoke to the platoon about the traditions linking the generations of Tigers
and presented the current OC, Lt Ryan Bernsmann with
the gold lanyard Roger had worn when he was OC 8 Pl in
1966-67. Local Darwin resident and 8 Platoon veteran
Overwatch Battle Group (West) 3 officially took over
operational responsibility on 7 June 2007 during a
ceremony at Camp Terendak on the Ali Air Base at Tallil in Dhi Qar Province.
“Roger Wainwright (right) presents lanyard to Lt Ryan Bernsmann with Tom
Davern and 8 Pl members.
MESSAGE FROM CO 5RAR AND CO COMBAT
TEAMTIGER
Despite, the pressing nature of operational activities, Lt Col Ellwood sent the following message to
the Association shortly after arriving in Iraq:
“Battle Group Tiger hit the ground running upon its
arrival in Iraq. Indeed the day of the handover parade was interrupted by a quick mission to secure a
helicopter that had made a forced landing in a
marsh!

While it would be inappropriate to go into the detail
of the range of activities the Battle Group has been
involved in, I would take this opportunity to commend their efforts to you. However, as I stated to
the soldiers of Battle Group Tiger at the handover
parade – now is not the time to get misty eyed. Our
mission has just begun and we have a great deal
ahead of us. Rest assured, the men and women of
Battle Group Tiger are doing their nation proud.”

Since then we have been busy patrolling, meeting
with key leaders within the Area of Operations and
also providing a Quick Reaction Force for a number
of interesting operations. Unfortunately one of our
clan has been returned home as a result of a vehicle rollover. It should, however, be noted that his
injuries were sustained while helping his mate to
safety. An action that may very well have saved his
mate’s life. I have been extremely impressed with
the men and women of Battle Group Tiger.
84mm Carl Gustav being fired on the
range at Battlespace Bardia, Iraq

The 5 RAR flag flying in
Camp Terendak, Tallil, Iraq

OPERATIONAL AND CONTINGENCY PLANS
NAMED AFTER 5RAR VETERANS
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To maintain the link between the generations of Tigers, Lt Col Ellwood requested that the Association
provide the names of Vietnam era Tigers after which operational and contingency plans of Battle Group
Tiger could be named during deployment.
Whilst the type or nature of the plans cannot be disclosed for operational security reasons, the following
names of 5RAR veterans have already been used:
OP VAGG
OP MCNULTY
OP ARMITAGE
OP LONDON
OP WARR
OP KAHN
OP MUNDINE
OP HINDMARSH
A brief summary of the achievements of each veteran has been included with the plan and will be included in Tiger Tails, the 5RAR internal monthly newsletter. The CO has requested additional names
and these have been provided.

“What’s up doc”
'Bunny San'
quest to host the CO and RSM for Christmas Dinner had been accepted. Bunny
San could no longer be hidden, due to
the risk that a digger who was overlyenjoying his Christmas fare, might say
something. Kevin took the high ground
initiative, and suddenly produced the rabbit. What a hit! Nobody could quote exactly which regulation prohibited a white
rabbit being kept in the Lines whilst on
Active Service, and since it was by then
in the arms of Lt Col Colin Khan, it was
safe! Nobody is sure of the fate of Bunny
San, but we can advise that it not only
survived Christmas 1969, but also lived
into the 1970’s, at which time we returned
to Australia.(L to R). Don Harrod, Greg
Dick, Dave Wilkins, (sitting) Kevin Mulligan, Lt-Col Colin Khan, RSM John Vagg,
Sometime late in 1969, C Coy 5RAR was active in South
Vietnam. Nobody is saying how things may have transpired, but our Company Medic, Cpl Kevin (Doc) Mulligan
returned to our Nui Dat Base with a rather large lump in his
shirt. Upon further examination, the lump turned out to be a
white rabbit. Animals were taboo, so arrangements were
made to induct the now named “Bunny San” into C Coy’s
base. Bunny San was kept in various “safe houses”, depending where officers and sergeants were located, and all
men were sworn to secrecy regarding it’s existence. Thiscontinued for a month or two, with the diggers “finding” appropriate food for our new mascot.On Christmas Day 1969,
with C Coy back from operations for 3 days, we were advised that our Company Commander David Wilkins’ re
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THE LIFE AND DEATH OF RSM JOHN
VAGG – RSM 5RAR 1968-70
“By COLIN KHAN, CO 5RAR 1968-70”

John Vagg, also affectionately known by many as “John the Copper” or “Sandshoes” (a
name originally given him by former RSM’s George Chinn and Arthur Stanley when we
served together as instructors at Duntroon in the 1950’s), died in March 2007 in a nursing
home on the NSW South Coast.
While he died in the country where he lived for 57 years and served as an infantryman for
24 years from 1950-74, I was personally sorry not to see him fulfill a long time wish that he
had expressed to me, of eventually retiring back in London, from where he came, as a
Chelsea Pensioner in a red tunic – he certainly would have looked the part in that famous
corps of old, bemedalled, uniformed soldiers.
John (or more correctly “Cyril Roy”) was born in WANDSWORTH LONDON on 26 January 1926 and by the age of
24 had seen active service in the:

Royal Navy, 1943-44

British Army, 1944-47
with postings to India, Burma and Japan. For this service he received the 1939/45 Star, the Burma Star, the Defence Medal and
the War Medal.

In 1947 he joined the London Metropolitan Police as a constable until 1950. In October 1950 he joined the Australian
Regular Army and during the next 20 years saw service in
the Royal Australian Regiment in the following battalions:
 1RAR and 3RAR in Korea, 1950/51
 4RAR 1952/54
 2RAR 1961/63 in Malaya and Singapore,
 6RAR and 1 Reinforcement Unit, in 1966/67 in Vietnam
 5RAR as RSM, 1968/70, in Vietnam
His outstanding ability as an instructor was recognized in his lengthy posting to RMC Duntroon from April 1955 to May 1961, during which time he instructed officer cadets in minor
tactics, weapons and drill, a number of whom were to serve in 5RAR in Vietnam on both
tours of duty.
On return from Vietnam in 1970 he was posted to Army Headquarters in Canberra where
he served in a number of staff postings which included his promotion to Lieutenant and duties as an acting Captain. He retired as a Lieutenant in April 1974 after 24 years of loyal,
professional and dedicated service to the Army in general and the Regiment in particular.
During this period, I had the singular privilege to serve with him in several postings, none
more significant than our time together in 5RAR.
On retirement in Canberra, John briefly returned to his policing roots by joining the ACT
Corrective Services. He and his wife Grace lived in the suburb of Curtin until her death several years ago. John will be missed by all who knew him, for his contribution to the Australian Army, the Regiment and 5RAR.

IN MEMORIUM
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GEOFFREY ROBERT LEVEY
2 February 1947 –15 July 2007

Geoff Levey joined the Army in 1963 and served with 1RAR in 1964 –65. He joined 5RAR as an
original member on 1 March 1965 and served with the Tigers during the first tour of Vietnam. He
was the Administrative NCO with C Company. In 1968-70 he served in Singapore with HQ
FARELF. Geoff discharged from the Army in July 1973 and was the proprietor of a Mobil service
station for five years. He joined the Australian Customs Service in 1978 and retired in 2002.
In May 2002, Geoff’s health suffered a severe setback when he and his wife, Tricia were injured
in a serious car accident whilst returning from holiday, causing Geoff to spend eight months in
hospital. Despite this setback Geoff continued his voluntary work and must be admired for the
brave and positive outlook he maintained.
Geoff has been an outstanding voluntary contributor to 5RAR and other veterans groups. He was
the 5RAR Association Victorian Representative for 10 years and at the time of his passing was a
member of the RAR Association (Victorian Branch) committee as the 5RAR representative. He
has been a long serving RSL member and from 1991 to 2005 he was President of the Sunbury
RSL Sub-branch. Geoff was also an active member of the Melton VVAA. Over many years Geoff
has been a dedicated worker for the veterans community and has spent many years as a welfare
and pensions officer. He is widely respected in the Sunbury district for his untiring support of
community activities.
The Association extends its sympathy to Tricia, their three children and their families.
Lest We Forget
Roger Wainwright

MISSION COMPLETED
A small group of people recently gathered in the Memorial Garden at Taree High
School to unveil a bronze memorial plaque to LCpl Michael Paul White, B Coy 5RAR, who
died of wounds on the 25th November 1969. Michael had been a student at Taree High
School and his plaque rests with that of Capt Robert Bruce
Milligan C Coy 5RAR, who was killed in action on the 14th
February 1967; and
Also was an ex student. Michael’s plaque had been provided by the 5RAR Association and the Taree and
Harrington RSL sub branches. All of these groups were represented at the unveiling Together with members of Michael’s family.
Max Carroll.
(thank you Max Carroll and Eric Richardson for your efforts
At local Taree schools to commemorate the memory of our
fallen 5RAR comrades.)

Michael’s two sisters, Ann Chislett
and Sally White
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2/5th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY
BATTALION

MILES FORCE – APRIL/MAY 1945
On Saturday 5th May 2007 a ceremony was held at
the Sherwood Indooroopilly RSL Sub-Branch to present a captured Japanese sword honoring the men
of Miles Force, made up of volunteers from A Company, 2/5th Australian Infantry Battalion during the
Papua New Guinea campaign of World War 2. This
date marked the 62nd anniversary of the surrender of
Lt Col Tagenaka and his company (4 officers and 37
other ranks) to MILES FORCE. The sword, which
was carried by Lt Col Tagenaka has since been in
the possession of the Miles family.
Miles Force, a platoon size fighting patrol, was commanded by Lt Cyril H. Miles MC, an original member
of the 2/5th battalion who served with the battalion
throughout World War 2. An extract from the history
of the 2/5th battalion “All the King’s Enemies”, as
documented by Lt Miles follows:

3 May 1945: A white flag had been placed in the village separating the Japanese and Miles Force, then
natives brought forward to our composite platoon a
surrender leaflet which they indicated had been written by an officer of the Japanese force we had been
harassing with heavy fire for some five days. It was
arranged that the officer who had drafted the surrender should come to the white flag and talk with me.
He was the Captain of the enemy party, deputed by
the senior officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Tagenaka,
who could not speak or write English. The Japanese
Captain conversed with me for some time in very
broken English, told me of the shame that he and
Tagenaka had felt over laying down their arms,
made mention of our heavy fire power and expressed surprise on seeing that they had numerical
superiority, when he had thought they were being
pursued by a much larger force than theirs. Hearing
this, Miles Force would not permit him to make any
further contact with his troops until all were disarmed
and made as harmless as possible. They were
taken back to the coast with a minimum of fuss.
It turned out to be the biggest mass surrender of
Japanese land forces to Australians before the Armistice.
The article on page 9 is attributed to “The Satellite”
the Ipswich Queensland Times of 9 May 07.

Cyril Miles and Fred Hoare at the ceremony
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS
The 5RAR Association congratulates the last Commanding Officer and Regimental Sergeant Major of
5/7RAR (Mech) on their awards announced in the recent Queen’s Birthday Honours List.
Colonel Peter Short DSC. Peter received the Distinguished Service Cross for distinguished command and
leadership in action as Commanding Officer of Al Muthanna Task Group Two on Operation CATALYST,
Iraq. We further congratulate Peter on his promotion to Colonel. He is now serving at Army Headquarters
in Canberra.
Warrant Officer Class One Kevin Ryan OAM. Blue was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia for
meritorious service as Regimental Sergeant Major of the Al Muthanna Task Group 2 on Operation CATALYST. He is now serving as the RSM of the School of Infantry at Singleton.
Throughout their leadership of 5/7RAR, both Colonel Short and WO1 Ryan were strong supporters of the
5RAR Association and went to great lengths to maintain the traditions of both 5RAR and 7RAR.

2/5th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY
BATTALION
ONE sword may be the only remaining piece
of war memorabilia left from a forgotten
battle of World War II.
This piece of Australia’s military history
was taken from Japanese prisoners in the
biggest mass surrender of Japanese land
forces to Australians before the Armistice
and now has a new home at the
Sherwood-Indooroopilly RSL sub-branch.
Oxley resident Kentley Miles was given
the sword by his father Cyril.
After discovering the heroic tale behind
the sword, he wanted to share it with the
public and donated it to the sub-branch.
The memorabilia honours Cyril and the
volunteer members of a special platoon
known as Miles Force and was unveiled to
the public on Saturday.
Kentley said it was a proud moment for the Miles family, who regarded their father and grandfather as a hero. “They (Miles Force)
were the only specialised force in the Australian Defence Force to
be named after a person. It just shows the strength of character
and high regard they had for Cyril,” he said. While Kentley regards
his father who is an original 39er (meaning he served all of his six
World War II years in the 2/5th Battalion) as a hero, Cyril looks at
his war years as something that had to be done. “I was about one
week short of six years service and I couldn’t wait to leave so I
could marry my beautiful wife,” he said. The sword that proudly sits
at the sub-branch is a family sword rather than a military sword and
was taken from Lieutenant-Colonel Tagenaka, who
accompanied his captain when theysurrendered to Miles Force at
Drekiker On May 3, 1945.
Cyril said there were 23 men who set off to fight the Japanese on
April, 15, two were wounded and the remaining 21 were left to escort the 42 surrendered Japanese back to
camp. “It took us three days and two nights to get them back as a lot
of them weren’t travelling very well,” he said. Miles Force and the
sword represents just a few months of Cyril’s six year military
service in the 2/5th Battalion which included
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many battles including his valiant
leadership skills in battles at Observation
Hill and Mt Tambu, which led to Cyril being
awarded the Military Cross.
Cyril is also a member of the “Kings
Army” meaning he was in one of only two
infantry battalions to fight against all the
King’s enemies in World War II.
Cyril said he fought the Italians in Libya,
the Germans in Greece, the Vichy French in
Syria and the Japanese in New Guinea,
which is documented in a book – All the
Kings Enemies.
“You can’t get a copy of the unit history
any more, that’s the book All the Kings’
Enemies,” he said.
Cyril was joined by more than 80 people
on Saturday for the unveiling of the
memorabilia and Kentley was amazed with
the amount of people who attended and
hoped more people would come and see it.
“It’s a great bit of Australian war history
that has never been told and it’s a great
thing for dad,” he said.

Keith Payne sells VC.

Keith Payne.

On Monday the 18th June 2007 the Vietnam War
Veterans. One of Australia’s last two surving VC
recipients, sold his cross and accompanying 22
medals for an undisclosed amount to Maryborough
Military and Colonial Museum.
“It was a hard call to make but I felt the time was
right,” the 74 year old former professional soldier
said yesterday.
A Queenslander by birth, Keith was determined to
see the VC stay in Queensland. This was the reason
for selling to Maryborough Museum ahead of other
enthusiastic buyers.

THE DOC’S MOVIE
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THE DOC’S MOVIE GOES TO SCHOOL
Earlier this year”The Doc’s Movie” was used to
support a Year 12 History class in Western Australia. The following, in the words of their teacher,
is a summary as to how it came about and also
how it has developed.
‘In early 2007 I was trying to find an accurate representation of the Vietnam War to show my year
12 Tertiary Entrance Examination (TEE) History
students. As a secondary school teacher, teaching Australian History to students bears a certain
responsibility. Providing them with an accurate
representation of events is always foremost in my
mind. I am always encouraging them to seek out
older people who have life experience to discover
different perspectives. In fact, one of their assignments is to construct a hypothesis about Australian history and research it by interviewing people
to test their hypothesis.
I finally spoke to a video distribution shop called
Jaguar Videos in a suburb called Midvale in
Western Australia. They said I was in luck as a
man who knew someone in the eastern states,
was currently in the shop. The man (I cannot recall his name) said that he had the number at
home and rang me later and gave me the number
of a gentleman who had fought in Vietnam called
Mick Henrys.
I rang Mick, left a message and he got back to me
later that day. He explained the DVD was filmed
by 5RAR’s Doctor to provide a legacy of their experiences for family and friends, especially to
those who had passed away. We had a lengthy
conversation and I ordered the DVD which arrived
a few days later.
When I sat down to view The Doc’s Movie, prior
to showing my students, I was not prepared for
what I experienced. It certainly was not just another documentary!
I felt quite overwhelmed by the connection I felt
towards the events portrayed. Why? I discussed
this with Mick later and we came up with a few
possibilities.
Upon reflection I believe it impacted me because:
In a false world, The Doc’s Movie is real.
The Doc has captured on film, the essence of a
human being, heart!
Doc’s Movie portrays individual Australian men
who, despite being placed in the difficult situation
of war, rise above their circumstances and emanate a positive ambience throughout the movie to
each other and those they come in contact with,
especially the Vietnamese people. That’s inspirational!

Finally the day came to show my students. They
knew the background of the DVD and were eager
to view it.
Silence fell over my usually very social students
as they soaked up the scenes and music (Later
they wanted to know who sang which song and
thanks Mick for sending those to me previous to
watching the DVD). That day, after viewing The
Docs Movie they just wanted to debrief. Viewing
reality can be an awfully confrontational experience. I have enclosed their responses.
My students have often referred to the Docs
Movie. Many have made reference to it in their
formal assignments, to back up a point they were
trying to make. In class conversation, students
often refer to the importance and impact of the
Doc capturing history.
Due to space limitations within the Tiger Tales,
these quotes from the students who are 16 – 17
years old are displayed in full on the 5 RAR website at www.5rar.asn.au/narrative/docs-movie
htm/

An Aussie digger with Vietnamese

THE DOC’S MOVIE

Needless to say, Tony White and the production
team of Tony Henry and Mick Henrys are extremely happy to witness this development. We
would very much like to know who the gentleman
in the video shop in Midvale was. I feel certain
that he will be one of “our own”. Can anyone help
or step forward and take credit?
We will be working with Jannina and hope to be
able to report more on the extended use of the
“The Doc’s Movie” as a tool in educating young
Australians.
Tony White wanted to make the following comment himself:Tony White: We've had many compliments on the
movie from veterans and their
families and these are, of course, gratifying. However I found the comments
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of these young Australians and their teacher,
from outside the veteran
community, profoundly moving. For most of them
and possibly even their
teacher, the Vietnam War is as remote as the
Boer War.
I am proud that movie footage I shot over forty
years ago should evoke such
warm and positive responses towards the Battalion that we all hold so dear.
Best wishes,

Mick Henrys

ANZAC DAY PERTH 2007
Anzac Day dawned with the promise of showers
but luckily the rain held off till after the March .
Some members and families gathered in Stirling
Gardens where they were served a breakfast
consisting of Orange juice , tea ,coffee and water,
and bread rolls filled with sausage, egg and onions all for the sum of a gold coin . Some went
back for seconds but I won't mention any names.
We had in excess of 45 members marching which
was one of our biggest turn outs. Colonel John
James ,who was over here in Perth on business,
and myself led the March .

The Bunting brothers Pat & Bob

Bob Fenwick who was back in Perth on holidays
from Russia also came along , together with the
Bunting brothers , Pat & Bob . It was a great effort
on Bob's part as he has not been too well lately.
After the March we adjourned to "The Bar on Barrack" for lunch and fellowship . Many stories, true
and false , were passed around the assembly ,
great camaraderie , many laughs were also had .
Most of us finished around 4 pm , with some going on to other venues. All in all a great day !!!
Regards Alan McNulty

Alan McNulty, John James and others in Perth

QUEENSLAND BRANCH REPORT
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The Queensland Branch appears to be meeting the
needs of the members here though it is still surprising to hear of former members of the unit who do
not know of the Association nor that it can be used
for assistance or merely a point of contact. I guess it
simply we need to work harder at getting the message out there and simply be available.
ANZAC Day 2007
The Parade in Brisbane saw about 45 on parade of
which there were a few new faces which was great
to see. Unfortunately the Secretary Bruce Schmidtchen tore a fetlock a day or so before and was unable to be with us. That threw President Kel Ryan
into quandary trying to march, keep a straight line,
wave to the crowd, acknowledge the Governor and
chew gum all at the same time made it impossible
for him to give the “Eyes Left” etc as well. Anyway
Stu Morgan stepped up to the task and kept us focussed and in step.
Battle Of Binh Ba Commemoration 2007
It was a smaller number who met for the Binh Ba
Commemoration on 10 June this year. Unfortunately it was a long weekend so that is something to
be considered in future years.
The Address was given by Col Lachie Thomson
[Ret] AM who was the BC of 105 Fd Bty during the
Battle. He made the point that the Battle “-- had
great meaning for those supporting units comprising
gunners, tankies, APC’s and sappers ---who have
memories of a short, sharp and bitter encounter involving regular forces of the enemy, the NVA.”
He went on to speak of the build-up of the supporting arms, the bitter close quarter fighting, the use of
direct support artillery, the arrival of the CO’s party
at Duc Than and B Coy at Duc Than where it became involved in heavy fighting as well.
Lachie then went on to speak of the return trip the
Vietnam that he made in 2006. He spoke of the
amount of development all across what used to be
the Australian AO. Travelling along the road beside
the Long Hais and then moving south along the
foreshore where he noted there were million dollar
houses along the beach. If only one had a few extra
Dong in those day???

Lachie finished his address by reminding all present
that it is the precious memories of loyalty, bravery
and duty that remain strong and with us even to this
day.
A highlight of the day was the formal handing over
of a donation from Monica O’Brien, the producer of
the video ‘The Eye of the Tiger’ A wonderful gesture
on her part as the donation has now been passed
onto the RAR National Memorial Walk Committee.
The funds will be used for the ongoing maintenance
of the Memorial Walk.
The 105 Fd Bty Association was represented by the
President Wally Conway and he was accompanied
by several of his members. Great to see them join
us on the day. Our Padre Ray Chapman, who was a
member of 105 Fd Bty in 1965/66, again did the service proud by his presence.
Wayne Clarke from South Australia was visiting with
his son and joined us also for the commemoration
also. Amongst other present were Brasso Bamblett,
Jim Sturla, Abner Hawkins, Stu Morgan, ‘Gundy’
Manning and Paul Foley who recited the Ode.
ANZAC Day 2008
It is 5 RAR’s turn to lead the RAR Association in the
Parade next year. It would be great to have a good
roll up in Brisbane for the Parade and a chance to
catch up with other members of the 5 RAR tribe.
If any sub-units, or platoon groups are planning to
be here in Brisbane for the 2008 ANZAC Day Parade let us know please. Look forward to seeing you
in Brisbane in 2008!
Take care,
Kel Ryan Queensland Branch

Contact details: Ph 0418 759 120 Mob, 07 3818
4042 or keljan@optusnet.com.au

“QUOTE”
“Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom must,
like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.”
—Thomas Pain, The Crisis, 1V (1777)

ANZAC DAY , LAUNCESTON 2007
Northern Tasmania put on a weather display for
our Anzac Day, weather was clear , crisp with blue
skies. We were happy to welcome our 8 visitors
from the mainland who travelled to Launceston to
join us in the march, thanks “fellas”great to catch
up with you.
We were lead this year by Mr Jack Banfield, Father of David, Jack carried the national flag to
honour the memory of his son & our fallen comrade who lost his life in 1966.
On the completion of the march we retired to a
nearby hotel /bistro for lunch and of course a little
liquid refreshments to quench the thirst,I heard on
good authority that a couple of the mainland
blokes actually over indulged, that is good
“Tassie” hospitality for you.The rest of us went
home,our wives kept us neat and tidy.
The weather next day, Friday was a complete reversal of the previous day, cold and bleak. This
didn't stop us enjoying a BBQ and a few beers to
say farewell to our visitors from the big island. We
were joined at this function by Dave Brooks, John
Watson and a couple of their mates from 8 RAR,
Dave and John were with A Coy and finished their
tour with 8RAR, welcome back to the fold to you
both. A special thanks to the blokes who travelled
up from Hobart, Irvine Brooks, TonyTwaits and
Bob Brooks ex 5/7, Bob served in Timor.
I should add here the Brooks are not related.
On a sad note we farewelled John and Carol Fitz-
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gerald on Sunday the28th june.John and Carol
have left us for Victoria, our loss Vics gain . Good
luck to both of you for the future, you'll be missed.
The service for Vietnam Vets Day will be held at
Devonport this year, Anzac Day 2008 will be in
Hobart. Make sure you blokes pencil these dates
in your dairies and we will see you there.
Next social will be a couple of days at the Veterans Retreat Lake Sorrell , 10-16 March 2008 ring
Kevin Mulligan on 64278257 or myself 0n
63434243 if you would like to attend, remember
bed space is limited, 1st in best dressed. We will
be in contact regarding Christmas.
Regards to all from down here.
John Smee.

The blokes at the Bistro after lunch

John Smee, Jack Banfield & his
daughter Joan and Kevin Mulligan
waiting for the service to begin

Jack Banfield leading the parade
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LAST BATTLE OF 5RAR

5RAR was nearing the end of its final operation before RTA (return to Australia). With just fifteen days
and a 'wakey', the battalion was still engaged in
search and destroy operations, patrolling, ambushing and attacking enemy installations within Phuoc
Tuy Province on Operation Bondi 2. Charlie Company was in the Dat Set region to the east of Long
Tan and north-east of the Horseshoe (see Map 1),
and was about to become embroiled in the final major battle of the battalion's tour of duty in South Vietnam. There were subsequent small contacts, but
what is described below was our last significant battle.
On 11 February 1970, as 7 Platoon and 9 Platoon
occupied good ambush positions either side of an
area suspected as "likely to contain enemy", 8 Platoon pushed towards it for closer checking. It had
been noticed from previous intelligence reports that
enemy movement and contacts had followed a pattern relating to the type of vegetation in the Dat Set
area. It surrounded a dark green vegetated area on
the map that we referred to as the "cauliflower ear"
because of its shape (see Map 2 below). The C
Company sub-units were occupying an area ambush over a distance of about two clicks (two Kilometres). CHQ and 9 Platoon were in the base of the
"cauliflower ear", 8 Platoon was moving to the
north-east into thick scrub on the far side of an
open kunai area, and 7 Platoon was a click further
east on a bush track next to the Song Rai ("Song"
meant river).
At about 1300 hours, without warning from the customary signs of bunkers (cutting, smell, etc), 8 Platoon was suddenly involved in a heavy contact. All
hell broke loose and continued for over 4 hours. 8
Platoon's forward scout and his section commander
had spotted the enemy from a distance of about 20
metres and engaged them just as the enemy in turn
saw them and scurried to their bunkers, which had
until then, gone unnoticed. Visibility was restricted
in this dense scrub to about the length of a cricket
pitch. Platoon commander 2nd Lieutenant Peter
Commerford immediately put in a left flanking attack
but this was halted by accurate and intense enemy
fire from their bunkers, which seemed to be on
three sides of them. An estimated enemy force of
platoon-strength occupying the bunkers was firing
AK47s, RPGs (rocket propelled grenades), RPDs
(machine guns) and. Both left and right flanking
movements by 8 Platoon became pinned down and
rendered useless because they had in fact walked
into the centre of a "U" shaped defensive system.
All they could do was return fire at the source of
Charlie's tracer coming from three sides.
At Company Headquarters

(CHQ) the artillery Forward Observer Captain Dave
Bedford called in sup
porting artillery fire, whilst the MFC (Mortar Fire
Controller) controlled the mortar bombardment.
Meanwhile, radio contact with Zero-Alpha (the Battalion Command Post) requested a light fire team
(helicopter gunships). There was no question of
withdrawing, only the best way to attack. There was
a need to boost 8 Platoon however, and it was contemplated that the 9 Platoon and CHQ in-depth ambush could be used for this. Then "Niner" (the CO)
suggested tanks or APC support. This offer was
readily accepted. About an hour after contact was
initiated, and once it was realised the enemy were
intending to stay, the troop of tanks began their
move towards our position. They would be coming
from the Horseshoe (north of Dat Do village), which
meant traversing just south of the Long Tan area,
the site of the famous battle in 1966. They had
about 9 clicks to travel across country, it was getting late in the day, and the area to be covered
might have also held other enemy forces silently
waiting. We were conscious of a standard VC tactic
of creating a situation, which would draw out a relief
force so they could then ambush it.
By this stage 8 Platoon had suffered five casualties,
three of whom were serious. Section commander
Corporal Dave Fazackerley was hit in the side by a
round, which bored through him but fortunately
missed his vital organs. Machine gun number two,
Private Wally Magalas, saw his section commander
fall and crawled to him. Unstrapping the shell dressing from the butt of his SLR, Wally covered the gaping exit wound in Dave's back. Dave, still conscious, then instructed Wally to return to his machine gunner, Private Tex Cunningham, and help
keep up the fire at the enemy. Wally and Tex began
having machine gun stoppages and worked frantically to clear dirt and twigs from the breech. The Platoon Commander yelled at them "Keep that gun
going!" but the gun stopped again. This time as
they cleared it, there was a blinding explosion just
above Tex and Wally. Tex yelled "I can't see. I
can't see!" His face was covered with blood as he
covered his eyes with his hands. The shrapnel from
the RPG explosion had also hit Wally in the head
and upper arm, but initially he didn't realise it until
Dave yelled to him that he was bleeding from the
head. Disregarding his own injuries, Wally got Tex's
shell dressing from his webbing and bound his
mate's eyes. Platoon sergeant 'Kiwi' Hill arranged
for the machine gun to be taken over by another
member of the section, as Wally and Tex crawled
back from their position to better cover behind a
large tree,
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Tex gripping Wally's ankle and blindly following.
Peter Commerford had begun using the light fire
team, Bushranger, but its fire did not stop the enemy from engaging anyone who spoke or moved
within 8 Platoon's area. Bushranger's mini guns
were firing about 50 metres in front of 8 Platoon,
but the enemy in their bunkers were closer in,
only 10-20 metres away, making the chopper fire
mainly ineffective. As one of the diggers said
later, shits were definitely trumps.
The mortars were having more effect however,
as they rained down their barrage just behind the
forward bunkers, causing problems for the enemy
in their depth positions and hindering any preparations for the enemy withdrawal in that direction.
Meanwhile, CSM Jack Lake at CHQ arranged for
the Dustoff choppers to remain on standby until
all was clear for our medical evacuations.
At 1700 hours the enemy forces were still holding
their defensive position, and it appeared they
were waiting for the cover of darkness before
withdrawing. By this time however, the Centurion
tanks (4 Troop) from the Horseshoe had arrived.
Marrying up with 8 Platoon had been a potential
problem as the troop of tanks crashed through
the scrub towards the contact area, but communications were maintained between the two groups
and no friendly-force clashes occurred. The tanks
came in directly behind 8 Platoon, making initial
contact with Platoon Sergeant 'Kiwi' Hill. Once he
explained the layout to the Troop commander,
the Centurions, observant not to run over our infantrymen lying in the undergrowth, systematically manoeuvred to the forward elements where
they hooked up with Pete Commerford.
They then combined with 8 Platoon in the assault, with each tank blasting ahead with canister
rounds from its main armament and, upon reaching each bunker, driving over it and swivelling its
tracks to collapse it under the tank's 50-ton
weight. As the assault pushed forward, the enemy pulled back, withdrawing in a northerly direction. Artillery and mortar fire continued to be directed on their withdrawal route with positive results, as blood trails later indicated.
As was quite often the case with these bunker
contacts, the physical results of enemy casualties
were unknown because they had time to organise the evacuation of their dead and wounded
and did so without detection. On this occasion
several packs were captured, plus an RPD (a
good trophy) and some blood trails were sighted
inside the camp leading northwards.
Once the enemy had withdrawn and our
wounded were dusted off (evacuated by Dustoff
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helicopter) from the nearby dry rice paddy, we
had hopes that our depth ambushes set by 7 Platoon and 9 Platoon (with CHQ) would get some
joy, but we began to lose those hopes by 1900
hours.
Then at 1920 hours, just on last light, an enormous explosion came from 7 Platoon's ambush
area a click to the east, followed by sustained
machine gun fire. Lieutenant Ian Hosie's "magic
box" was in use. This was his device to detonate
12 claymore mines simultaneously. Ian was
wounded in this action, during the assault into the
killing zone of the ambush, which followed the
springing of the ambush. The result was 6 enemy
KIA, plus blood trails, plus captured weapons. It
was an excellent result all round.
The After Action Reports completed later, detailed amongst other things, the ammunition expended. During its battle 8 Platoon used about
2,500 rounds of MG link, 800 M16 rounds, 500
SLR rounds and multiple M79 and M26 grenades. In the follow-up action, 7 Platoon initiated
its ambush with the bank of 12 Claymores, and
then expended 700 rounds of MG link, 100 M16
and 300 SLR rounds, 40 HE grenades, an M72
rocket and 5 white phosphorous grenades.
Documents captured in this and other contacts in
the area, revealed that D440 Provincial Mobile
Battalion had moved into the region and were
being supported by 84 Rear Services. D440 consisted mainly of NVA troops.
The following day 9 Platoon with CHQ pushed
towards 8 Platoon and 4 Troop (tanks) and on
the way engaged two further bunker systems using clearing fire and movement. As a result we
surprised a group of enemy there and flushed
them out, leaving one enemy KIA.
Things were becoming far too hot for such a
short time to go before RTA, particularly as we
were operating by this stage with a reduced company fighting strength of just fifty-five men, more
than fifty percent below full strength (which is explained in another article on this website
On 14th February Charlie Company had another
contact near the "cauliflower ear", resulting in
more enemy KIA and captured weapons and
equipment. Unfortunately we also had one of our
own diggers wounded from shrapnel. He was
dusted off shortly after the action finished. That
would be the final contact with the enemy before
the battalion returned to Nui Dat base a few days
later to clean up and RTA on 27th February.
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Aftermath:

If the same ratio applied to wounded in action, the
battalion's two hundred and two wounded would
All our own casualties lived from these contacts, but compare with just under three thousand enemy WIA.
Tex lost an eye.
In the end though, the North Vietnamese and Viet
It was a strange war where results were difficult to
Cong won the public relations war, leading to the
assess. One way was to compare the killed-in-action misnamed "peace with honour" in 1973. Within two
ratios. 5RAR's total number of confirmed enemy KIA years of that and with the allied forces no longer in
from body count during this second tour of duty in
South Vietnam, the NVA and VC were able to conSouth Vietnam was 353. With 5RAR itself suffering
centrate their forces and move on Saigon, leading to
25 KIA, this gave the formidable kill ratio of 14 enthe unconditional surrender by South Vietnam on 30
emy KIA for every one of ours.
April 1975.

FUTURE 5RAR ACTIVITIES AND DIARY
To assist sub-unit reunion coordinators, members are advised of the following Regimental and Unit activities that will occur in the period 2008-10. In some cases, actual dates and locations have yet to be confirmed. Further details will be advised when known. Sub-units planning platoon and company reunions
should keep these dates in mind and may wish to plan their reunions to coincide with these major activities:
ANZAC Day 2008. 5RAR is leading the RAR Battalion Associations in the ANZAC Day march in Brisbane. Our Queensland Branch is seeking interstate members to join them.
Presentation of new Colours to 5RAR in 2008. New Queens and Regimental Colours will be presented
to 5RAR in Darwin in 2008 after Battle Group Tiger return from active service in Iraq. Possible dates are
the unit birthday on 1 Mar 2008 or Binh Ba Day on 6 Jun 2008.
60th Anniversary of the RAR - Nov 2008. Activities to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the formation of the Royal Australian Regiment on 23 Nov 1948 will take place in Sydney. Major activities include
on Fri 21 Nov, an RAR Regimental Dinner. Sat 22 Nov will be a Memorial Service and Re-Dedication of
the upgraded RAR Memorial at Regimental Square. The evening is free for unit Association activities. Sun
23 Nov will include a Commemoration Parade at Victoria Barracks with planned participation by all battalions.
Dedication of Plaque to 5th Battalion AIF in 2008. The 5RAR and 2/5th Aust Inf Battalion Associations
have dedicated plaques at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. To complete the family of 5th battalions, it is proposed to dedicate a plaque to remember the World War 1 veterans of the 5th Bn AIF.
40th Anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba – Jun 2009. Appropriate activities will be held to commemorate the 40th anniversary of this Regimental Battle Honour
45th Anniversary of 5RAR - Mar 2010. The Associations major reunion is held each five years to coincide with the weekend closest to the 5RAR birthday on 1 Mar. The committee will soon be looking at possible locations for this reunion

BOOK REVIEW
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BOOKS: THE MINEFILD: AN AUSTRALIAN TRAGEDY IN VIETNAM
A new book on Australia’s involvement in Vietnam has recently been published.
“The Minefield: An Australian Tragedy in Vietnam” by Greg Lockhart tells the story
of the construction of the 11 kilometre barrier fence and minefield in Phuoc Tuy
Province, how the mines were lifted and used by the enemy against the Australian
Task Force; and the subsequent destruction of the minefield. It spans both tours of
5RAR in Vietnam and several 5RAR personalities are mentioned.
The Minefield: An Australian Tragedy in Vietnam. By Greg Lockhart. Published by
Allen & Unwin. ISBN 978 1 74114 106 1. RRP $35

A article from the Canberra Times:
Vietnam history—a minefield as Brigadier backed.
Stan Maizey remembers the day in 1967 when
Australian forces in Vietnam decided to build a
controversial minefield around their base in
Phuoc Tuy.
His troops stretched thin on the ground, first Australian Taskforce commander Brigadier Stuart
Graham deemed the minefield necessary to protect his soldiers. Now Colonel Maizey and his
fellowveterans are fighting a rearguard action to
protect their former commander’s reputation after
a explosive new history branded the decision as
an act of “strategic self-destruction”.
Historian Greg Lockhart made the claim in the
Canberra Times this month, after detailing research which found that the minefield caused as
many as 500 Allied casualties throughout the
war. Without adequate personnal to properly patrol the minefield, Vietnamese guerrillas were
able to lift the M16 mines and redeploy them
against Australian and New Zealand troops.
Colonel Maizey was the senior operations officer
of the First Australian Taskforce in 1967 and
wrote the “military Appreciation” plan which recommended that Australian forces build the minefield. He rejects Mr Lockhart’s claim that Brigadier Graham acted against the advice of senior
army personnel, who warned that the mines
could be lifted.
“Brigadier Graham discussed the plan with those
who would be required to execute it,” he said
“their was about 10 people present” I was one of
them.” At no time did anyone object to the plan,
nor did any of the officers then present, raise any

concerns or objections with me afterwards.
“To insinuate that Brigadier Graham made the
decision unilaterally and against all advice is rubbish and had he been alive, defamatory.” While
Colonel Maizey said Australian troops had died
as a result of the minefiels, he maintained that
the casualty list would have been much higher if
it had not been built.
The nines had played a pivotal role in disrupting
the enemy access to food, weapons and ammunition. Meanwhile a former company commander
from the 5 Royal Australian Regiment, Max Carroll, also backed Brigadier Graham’s decision to
build the minefield but said he was later stripped
of resources to protect it.
“After the Tet Offensive, troops had to be deployed away from the fence,” Colonel Carroll said
“They [the South Vietnamese army] were not as
effective as they perhaps could have been in patrolling it.”
However, Mr Lockhart has stuck to his claims,
providing the names of the officers who opposed
Brigadier Graham.
They included two regiment commanders, Lieutenant-Colonels John Warr and Colin Townsend,
and a engineering advisor Major Brian Florence.
Mr Lockhart said of the minefield “it did briefly
upset the enemy’s operations but they soon got
their head around it and it became a disaster for
the Australians.
“I don’t believe there is any rational justification of
the laying of the minefield.”
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Uh-1 HUEY HELICOPTER

The most widely used military helicopter, the Bell UH-1 series Iroquois, better known as the "Huey", began arriving in Vietnam in 1963. Before the end of the conflict, more than 5,000 of
these versatile aircraft were introduced into Southeast Asia. "Hueys" were used for
MedEvac, command and control, and air assault; to transport personnel and materiel;
and as gun ships. Considered to be the most widely used helicopter in the world, with more than 9,000
produced from the 1950s to the present, the Huey is flown today by about 40 countries.
Bell (model 205) UH-1D (1963) had a longer fuselage than previous models, increased rotor diameter,
increased range, and a more powerful Lycoming T53-L-11 1100 shp engine, with growth potential to the
Lycoming T53-L-13 1400 shp engine. A distinguishing characteristic is the larger cargo doors, with twin
cabin windows, on each side. The UH-1D, redesigned to carry up to 12 troops, with a crew of two,
reached Vietnam in 1963. The UH-1D has a range of 293 miles (467km) and a speed of 127 mph (110
knots). UH-1Ds were build under license in Germany. UH-1D "Hueys" could be armed with M60D door
guns, quad M60Cs on the M6 aircraft armament subsystem, 20mm cannon, 2.75 inch rocket launchers,
40mm grenade launcher in M5 helicopter chin-turret, and up to six NATO Standard AGM-22B (formerly
SS-11B) wire-guided anti-tank missiles on the M11 or M22 guided missile launcher. The UH-1D could
also be armed with M60D 7.62mm or M213 .50 Cal. pintle-mounted door guns on the M59 armament
subsystem.
The MedEvac version UH-1V could carry six stretchers and one medical attendant.
Bell (model 205A-1) UH-1H (1967-1986) was identical to the UH-1D but was equipped with an upgraded
engine that allowed transport of up to 13 troops. The UH-1H has a two-bladed semi-rigid seesaw bonded
all metal main rotor and a two-bladed rigid delta hinge bonded all metal tail rotor. The UH-1H is powered
by a single Lycoming T53-L-13B 1400 shp turboshaft engine. More UH-1H "Hueys" were built than any
other model. The UH-1H was licensed for co-production in the Republic of China (Taiwan) and in Turkey.
UH-1H "Nighthawk" was equipped with a landing light and a pintle mounted M134 7.62mm "minigun" for
use during night interdiction missions. The AH-1G Cobra was often flown on night "Firefly" missions using the UH-1H "Nighthawk" to locate and illuminate targets.

The UH-1N is a twin-piloted, twin-engine helicopter used in command and control, resupply, casualty
evacuation, liaison and troop transport. The Huey provides utility combat helicopter support to the landing force commander during ship-to-shore movement and in subsequent operations ashore.he aircraft
can be outfitted to support operations such as command and control with a specialized communication
package (ASC-26), supporting arms coordination, assault support, medical evacuation for up to six litter
patients and one medical attendant, external cargo, search and rescue using a rescue hoist, reconnaissance and reconnaissance support, and special operations using a new navigational thermal imaging
system mission kit.
The goal of the USMC H-1 Upgrades Program is to achieve a platform that meets the growing needs of
the Marine Corps. The 4BW and 4BN will be an upgraded version of the current AH-1W and UH-1N Helicopters. The 4BW and 4BN will share a common engine, Auxiliary Power Unit, four-bladed main and tail
rotor system, transmission, drive train, and tail boom. The purpose of these modifications is to achieve
commonality in both aircraft, thereby reducing logistical support, maintenance workload, and training requirements.

A MESSAGE ABOUT OUR
MEMBERSHIP

19

In the April Issue we published the list of exTigers from the 1st Tour with whom the Association has had no contact for some time. Arising
from this we have picked up the names and addresses of some 23 as well as a few who have
passed on. In this edition we are publishing those
missing from the 2nd Tour. Your help in locating
any of these blokes would be deeply appreciated
as well as helping the Association to ensure the
accuracy and fullness of our records of “Those
Who Served”. Sadly we have found errors and
omissions in all the official records whether from
Central Army Records (CARO) now called Soldier
Careers Management Service, Dept of Veteran
Affairs, The Australian War Memorial and various
others. We have also found that there are some
zealous guys who have kept in contact with and
have records of their sections and platoons. We
would dearly like to obtain copies of these.

If you are doubtful about your membership contact the Membership Officer, Ron Hamlyn, whose
details appear on the back page. The cost of
membership for the three years is $30.00
Sadly we have lost contact with five financial
members whose mail has been “Returned to
Sender”. Our best guess is that they have moved
and failed to notify the Association. So please if
you are moving or have moved fill in the top of
the form on the back page completely and return
it to the Association. We need to know all of the
detail and changes, even if it is only your email
address. Many of the returns that we have received are incomplete with the result that on occasions we have problems establishing just who it
is who is advising us that e,g, John Smith has
moved from somewhere to an address in another
State. We also need to know either from NOK or
a mate when some member has passed on.

All members of the Association who are financial
to 2008 will become unfinancial on 29 February
2008. Regardless of whether you are currently
Fin or UF, all membership subscriptions received
before Feb 08 will make you Fin to 28 Feb 2011
((and thereby cover the period of the next National Reunion in 2010). So check you envelopes
when you receive the Dec 07 issue!

So please help us to keep this vital link. We were
there when the bonds of mateship were forged.
Let us make sure that they never fade. Lest We
Forget.
Ron Hamlyn
Membership Secretary

MEMORABILIA
MEMORABILIA SPECIALS: We have a very limited number of Association shirts available
that we are “running out” @ $10 each for Polo Shirts & $15 each for the Chambray Shirts –
Colours/Sizes as follows :
WHITE POLO SHIRTS (M x 12 ) (L x 1) ( XXL x 8)
BLUE POLO SHIRTS ( XXL x 5)
CHAMRAY SHIRTS ( M x 3) ( XXL x 2)

Complete the relative Order Form within & forward payment to the Secretary

Remit this form and payment to:

P/ Code:

Chambray Shirt

M=3

XXL= 2

Grand Total

$ 15
$

Membership
1 Mar 2005 - 28 Feb 2008
Memorabilia
Price ea Qty Amount
Vietnam Task
$ 30
The Year of the
$ 50
Honour Roll
$ 35
5 Bn History DVD
$ 30
Caps
$ 15
Ties
$ 30
Lapel Badges
$ 5
TAC Plates
$ 20
5 RAR Plaque
$ 50
Mini Banner
$ 150
Car Stickers
New Stocks Available
$ 3
Polo Shirt White
M=12 L=2 XXL=8
$ 10
Polo Shirt Navy
$ 10
XXL= 5

Brief history of assoc / link with 5 RAR: (complete this part for new membership applications only)
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Home Ph:

Mob:

State:

First Name/s:

Purchase of Memorabilia

Change of address

Joining / Renewing Membership

Please indicate use of this form

Address:

Surname:
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