MEET OUR NEW ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT

COL Ro g e r Wa i n w r i g h t ( r e t d )
Story Page 3

Shirley Warr

Marie London

Colin Kahn

RECENTLY APPOINTED HONOURARY MEMBERS
Story Page 16

1

2

COL Ro g e r Wa i n w r i g h t ( r e t d )
Roger Wainwright was born in Alexandria, Egypt on 3rd Oct 44 where his parents
had lived for 12 years. He was educated in Adelaide, SA and entered the Royal
Military College Duntroon in Jan 1962, graduating in Dec 1965. He joined 5RAR on
the 5th Jan 66 and commanded 8 Platoon Charlie Coy (Wainwright’s Warriors)
throughout the Tigers’ 1st tour of Vietnam. On return from Vietnam he was promoted
to Capt and became ADC to the Chief of the General Staff.
Roger’s subsequent infantry postings have been with 1RAR in Malaysia/Singapore
in 1969-71, 7RAR in 1972-73, 5/7RAR in 1973-74 and SO1 Personnel in the
Directorate of Infantry in 1980-81. He has also had several instructional and training
appointments including Training Officer and Chief Instructor at 1RTB Kapooka,
Tactics Instructor at the Land Warfare Centre Canungra, Director Training
Operations-Army and Director of Military Art/Deputy Commandant of RMC
Duntroon.
He is a graduate of the Australian Army Staff College and the United States Armed
Forces Staff College. Following this latter course he served as the Assistant Military
Attaché in the USA from 1983-85.
Roger’s last appointment was Director Joint Intelligence Staff in the Defence
Intelligence Organisation. He retired from the Army in Apr 1997 after more than 35
years military service. Since then he has kept busy as a tutor at the Australian
Defence Force Academy, Manager of an Australian Rules Football Club and more
recently has led a number of contractual projects within the Defence Organisation.
Roger and his wife Tina live in Canberra. They have a daughter and son who also
live in Canberra and another daughter who lives in Perth. Roger and Tina spend
much of their spare time on the golf course and at their cottage overlooking the water
at Bateman’s Bay, NSW ■

from the EDITOR’S DESK
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Enclosed is a “Survey Form” from the Membership Officer. please do your
utmost to complete and return it. details are on the form.
Our records show that approximately 40% of members have not yet paid their
membership. If you find the letters “UF” (meaning “unfinancial”) after your
name on the envelope this Tiger Tales came in, PLEASE RETCIFY THE
SITUATION as we are now six months into the new membership term.
Cut-Off Date for next issue of Tiger Tales is ___15th November 05.
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Pr e s i d e n t ’ s Me s s a g e
Fellow Tigers,
Since our Association was first established in the 1970’s we have only had two
Presidents, our wartime commanders, Colonel John Warr and Brigadier Colin
Kahn. I therefore feel highly privileged to takeover as your new President. I
assure you that I have the interests of the 5RAR Association at heart and look
forward to serving you over the next five years. I know that some of you do not
know me well, so I have asked the Editor to include a short background on my
“pedigree” elsewhere in this edition.
I would like to record our thanks to Colin Kahn as the outgoing President for his
leadership of our Association and for his advice to me in recent times. As our
first Patron, Colin will still be able to provide valuable input and he has a
standing invitation to attend Executive Committee meetings when he is
available.
From my perspective, the goals of our Association can be met by giving priority
to comradeship, commemoration and communication. These three C’s are
inextricably linked. Comradeship is achieved by our members staying in touch
through our major five yearly battalion reunions, smaller reunions at coy/pl level
and national occasions such as ANZAC Day, Long Tan Day and Remembrance
Day. Commemoration of our fallen comrades is also achieved through the
above activities and by permanent remembrance such as the plaque dedicated at
the Australian War Memorial last February. Communication is the essential
lynch pin in tying the Association together and is principally achieved through
quality and relevant means such as Tiger Tales and the Association website.
With this in mind, I have invited our National Committee (including State
Representatives) to look at our Association’s priorities over the next five years.
In so doing, I am mindful of the key role that our Committee members play in
volunteering to administer our Association.
I was perusing some back copies of Tiger Tales recently and noted that most of
our committee members go back to our foundation days. We are indebted to
their dedication and the huge amount of time they have devoted on our behalf.

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4
This past ANZAC Day, I travelled to Sydney. I met with President Fred Hoare and
members of the 2/5th Infantry Battalion Association whilst they laid a wreath at the
Cenotaph. I then laid a wreath on behalf of the Association during the RAR service at
Regimental Square and then led our NSW members in the Sydney march. In June, I was
invited with others to attend Binh Ba Day activities in Brisbane with our Queensland
Branch, and then with 5/7RAR (Mech) in Darwin. Separate articles on these activities
appear in this edition. One of my priorities will be to maintain close relationships with
5/7RAR who now carry our traditions and with our kindred Associations.
Finally, I encourage those of you who have relevant stories to tell or photos to offer, to
pass them to our Editor, Lou Wagner and our Webmaster, Ted Harrison to assist them in
maintaining the quality of our communications. This is essential in keeping our
Association strong ■
Roger Wainwright
President

STIL L SEEK ING B ROTH ERS STORY
Last issue I ran a story looking for info about Neil Finney as requested by his
brother Alan. Unfortunately no response came forward and all that is known at

this stage is that Neil was a member of the 1st Tour. I have been supplied
with two photos from early training days which I hope will be of
assistance ■

If you can be of assistance, please contact Alan directly as follows:
Alan Finney Ph: 07 4789 0700
PO Box 888
Thuringowa Central
Qld 4817
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2 / 5 TH B ATTAL ION — OUR COMRADES IN ARMS
Prior to the ANZAC Day march in Sydney, our President, Roger Wainwright caught up
with members of the 2/5 Infantry Battalion Association NSW and was present whilst
they laid a wreath at the Cenotaph. Roger and 2/5 Bn President Fred Hoare, both
expressed their desires to maintain the close relationship between the 2/5 Inf Bn and the
5 RAR Associations ■

Top Photo: 2/5 Bn members marching past the Cenotaph
Bottom Photo: 2/5 Bn members in Barrack St prior to the ANZAC Day march.
President Fred Hoare and Secretary John Peart are at front left.

TIG ERS TO DEPL OY TO IRAQ

On 1 August 2005 A Squadron, 2nd Cavalry Regiment and elements from across 1 BDE
come under command of CO 5/7 RAR to form the second rotation of the Al Muthanna
Task Group (to be titled “Task Group Tiger”).
Training will then focus on preparation for deployment to Iraq later in the year. At this
stage the deployment is anticipated to last around six months.
Task Group Tiger will be responsible for providing a secure environment to facilitate
Japanese Military reconstruction effort and train the Iraqi Army ■
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V i s i t t o 5 / 7 RAR( Me c h ) f o r B i n h B a Da y

In June, we were privileged to have members of the Association invited by the
CO of 5/7RAR (Mech), Lt Col Peter Short to attend Binh Ba Day
commemoration activities with the battalion at its barracks in Darwin.
The day commenced with a half guard of honour to welcome the Colonel
Commandant of the Royal Australian Regiment, Major General Jim Connolly,
AO, CSC. This was followed by a brief on the battalion’s activities including its
deployments to Iraq and then morning tea with the soldiers of the battalion,
where number of service medals were presented for recent operational
deployments. A moving memorial service was then held at which the names of
our fallen comrades were read out. A visit to the unit museum and a tour of Binh
Ba Lines followed.
After lunch, an officer/NCO training session was held where the battalion
officers gave a cloth model account of the Battle of Binh Ba. This gave the
opportunity for veterans of the battle to give some personal anecdotes that were
much appreciated by the battalion members.
In the evening a dining in night for corporals and above was held in the
Sergeants Mess. There was ample opportunity to talk to all ranks of 5/7RAR and
we were impressed with the professionalism, enthusiasm and ability of our
successors. We all felt that the current generation of Tigers would be a
formidable foe on the battlefield.
The 5RAR Association was represented by President Roger Wainwright, Patron
Colin Kahn, Murray Blake (OC D Coy at the battle), John James, “Rowdy”
Hindmarsh, and D Coy members “Brasso” Bamblett, Bernie Harpley, Ray Ward
and Tony Speelman. Darwin based members of the Association were also
invited along with representatives from the 7RAR and 5/7RAR Associations.
The visit was an outstanding success as it allowed members of the Association to
forge and maintain close ties with the battalion ■
Roger Wainwright
President
7

5 / 7 RAR B i n h B a Da y 8 J u n e 2 0 0 5
On 8 June 2005 5/7 RAR held a memorial day to honour those who had fallen in
the Battalion’s history. Since 5/7 RAR was created from the 5th and 7th
Battalions, the Royal Australian Regiment, its history includes the members of
both of these battalions as well as those who have served with 5/7 RAR since its
formation.
The unit chose to hold this celebration on 8th June since that date coincides with
the last day of 5 RAR’s Battle of Binh Ba in 1969. This date was the most
suitable for the Battalion this year given other commitments and the upcoming
deployment to Iraq.
The occasion was presided over by The Colonel Commandant of the Royal
Australian Regiment, MAJGEN J.M. Connolly, AO, CSC and guests included
MAJGEN Blake, AO, MC (OC D Coy, 5 RAR 1969-70) and BRIG C. Khan,
DSO (CO 5RAR 1969-70). Also present were the President of the 5RAR
Association, COL G.R. Wainwright, Mr Ray Ward (11 Pl D Coy), Mr Ralph
Hindmarsh (CSM B Coy), Mr Brian Bamblett (Cpl 10 Pl D Coy-later WO1), Mr
Bernard Harpley (12 Pl D Coy), Mr Tony Speelman (10 Pl D Coy) and COL
John James (5RAR veteran and former CO 5/7 RAR). They were joined by local
5RAR veterans Mr.Tom Davern, Mr Peter Mansell and Mr Kevin Masterson.
The day took the form of a Half Guard of Honour to the Colonel Commandant, a
Unit Brief to all guests covering the current state of the Battalion and its
operational focus. A presentation of medals and awards to unit members and a
tour of the unit’s historical collection. It was amusing to watch veterans scanning
the museum displays pointing out and naming members in photos and, in a
couple of cases, finding themselves in the display.
In the afternoon, Officer/ SNCO training was conducted consisting of a brief on
the battle of Binh Ba delivered by the officers of C Coy 5/7 RAR. The
presentation concluded with personal accounts from MAJGEN Blake, BRIG
Khan and some veterans. This was a unique opportunity for the audience to
experience living history. The presentation was thus expanded upon by those
who had been there.
In the evening a Regimental Dinner was held for the veterans with the Officers,
Warrant Officers, Senior NCOs and CPLs of the unit. Whilst the night was
informative it was also a lot of fun and was enjoyed by the veterans and serving
soldiers alike as mates from different generations, but bonded by the common
theme of Battalion service. The soldiers are still talking about this night.
Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8
Most importantly from the Commanding Officer’s perspective the links with the
Battalion Associations were effectively renewed. The Battalion accords a high priority
towards past members and it goes beyond a gesture of gratitude. Soldiers past, present
and future remain united and welcome at 5/7 RAR through the common bond of
Battalion service ■

COL Wainright and
BRIG Kahn talk with
CPL Carpenter and PTE
Adams about the finer
points of today’s Army ■

President of the 5 RAR
Association,
COL
Wainright, lays a wreath at
the 5 RAR section of the
Battalion Memorial Wall
in memory of our fallen
comrades ■

Veterans looking over an
ASLAV, the vehicle being
used by troops in Iraq ■

9

M E M O R IE S O F O U R S K Y P IL O T
Fr Tom Shanahan
69-70 Tour
As with anyone who has had military service in Vietnam, there are many
bittersweet memories, some sad to the point of being tragic, others tinged with
joy and a great sense of achievement. I can relate to all of these, with their
associated responses.
I saw my tour in Vietnam as the pinnacle of my military service. At the end of
1965 I was posted to 1 RTB - Kapooka where I spent just over two years. This
was the height of the “National Service” intakes during which I saw both nashos
and regs come in for basic training then to their Corp Units and finally for most,
a period of service in Vietnam. I knew I had to follow; otherwise my time in the
Army would have been pointless. Sometimes when I was at a FSB, or with a
section or platoon on patrol, I was asked by the young soldiers, “Do you have to
be here?” I replied, ‘No, I don’t have to be here, but you men are here and so I
must be here.” The looks of disbelief were interesting.
When circumstances allowed I held church services for the men which mostly
took the form of a Catholic Mass. Small groups would gather with backpacks or
jerry cans providing the basics for an altar. I particularly remember the ANZAC
Service at FSB “Bruiser”. The soldiers were assembled under the cover of the
jungle (as many as could be spared from essential duties) where the opportunity
was taken to pause and remember. We did remember our fallen comrades....from
the ANZACS...through to this time....Lest We Forget. I also remember it was
from this location I visited an American FSB which was involved in clearing the
jungle only a few clicks down the track.....Needless to say, I didn’t walk!!
For the men who were wounded, I would visit the hospital in Vung Tau to see
them before they were repatriated to Australia. But on a sadder note, there were
occasions when we suffered casualties. To write letters to the NOK of those
killed was always very sad but I wanted to support the family as best as I could.
Over recent years, particularly during the 40th Anniversary Celebrations, I met
some of those to whom I wrote. Their words of appreciation were very
gratifying.
Another memorable occasion for me was Christmas Eve. I enquired from Task
Force Headquarters about the possibility of holding a Midnight Mass (for one
and all) at Luscombe Bowl. Permission was granted and notices sent to all units.
Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10
We were given freedom to move from 2300 to 0130 hrs. The result was
magnificent with a huge crowd attending. (A very ‘merry’ group of Kiwis led us
in popular Carols with guitars and well-lubricated vocal chords.)
When the battalion was conducting operations at Dat Do, a village just out of
Nui Dat, the CO, Colin Kahn, asked me to visit the local parish priest as a
friendly gesture. My driver let me off at the priest’s house .....and there I was, all
alone without any signs of the usual backup..... OOPS! The priest received me
warmly - he couldn’t speak English and I couldn’t speak Vietnamese. So we had
an interesting, if limited, conversation in Latin and I was able to tell the CO that
the visit was short, amiable and a great PR exercise.
Regular visits to nearby orphanages were an important part of my time in SVN.
Whilst the one at Baria claimed most of my time, visits to another just north of
Nui Dat was just as special. I felt such sadness for these children, with no
relatives at all to love and care for them. Nobody, that is, but a small group of
dedicated Vietnamese Nuns. I became something of a professional scrounger on
behalf of the children, visiting various kitchens and coy stores relieving them of
the ‘burden’ of any ‘unwanted’ supplies. It delighted the children when I
brought them things and no matter what it was, it gratefully received.
It was an experience I thought I didn’t need, but having had it, I am exceedingly
grateful, for I believe that it has had a very positive effect on my life as a Priest,
Chaplain and Returned Serviceman. My deep and sincere thanks go to all
members of the “Tiger Battalion” and members of other units I was involved
with both “in” and “out” of country ■

Fr. Tom celebrating
communion at “Pat”
A NOTE OF THANKS
Dear Fr. Tom
Thanks so much for agreeing to write your
story for us. It’s been a joy and a privilege to
put it together for T.T.
I hope you don’t mind my sub-editing for
editorial purposes. I can tell there are stories
within stories here. You are a Pearl of Great
Price and God be Praised, for you.
Anne
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QUEENSLAND BRANCH REPORT
J ULY 2 0 0 5
The Queensland Branch of the 5 RAR Association is alive and well!
Competing with the various other commitments we all have former members of
the Battalion, partners, widows, NOK and dependents have turned out for two
activities in recent months.
ANZAC Day 2005
The Parade in Brisbane was well attended with about 50 members, widows,
NOK and dependents lining up. Again the crowd lining the streets seemed to be
even bigger than last year and it is always impressive for the marchers to be
acknowledged by so many people of different backgrounds, ages and with great
enthusiasm. Also it never ceases to amaze me the number of younger people
who are keen to line the street to wave, cheer and fly the Australian flag on the
one-day of the year.
Battle Of Binh Ba Commemoration 2005
th
On the 5 June some 50 members, widows and families gathered at the RAR
Memorial Walk at Enoggera Barracks to commemorate the Battle of Binh Ba
which commenced on the morning of 6 June 1969 and ground to an end two
days later. This Commemoration was special as present with us were Gwen
Cooke, her son Warren Alford and Dot Gilbert who are NOK. This was the first
occasion that Gwen and Warren have been involved in a South Vietnam related
commemoration and although they found it to be a very emotional experience
they both said that they were very pleased to attend. We look forward to seeing
them at future 5 RAR activities.
The Commemoration commenced at 10.00 hours in the presence of Colonel
Roger Wainwright [Retd], National President of the 5 RAR Association, Major
General Jim Connolly [Retd], Colonel Commandant of the RAR and Ted
Chitham, President of the RAR Association, Queensland Branch.
The service started with a small Australian flag being placed at each of the 50
plaques honouring those members of the Battalion killed in Vietnam.
Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12
Also with us to give the Address was Major General Murray Blake [Retd], who
was OC D Company during the Battle of Binh Ba. When people like Murray Blake
give an address there is never enough time to capture all the lessons and details that
are to be learnt. Murray spoke of how the Battle developed, the use of the tanks and
artillery and how the village was cleared over the period. In particular he made the
point that, as always, once the battle was joined success was due to the initiative
and simple, basic common sense of the junior leaders and individual soldiers. As
the battle progressed it became a series of small actions, often uncoordinated but
where young soldiers showed enterprise and courage to achieve success. It was a
moving address and made more memorable as it was given in the presence of
veterans of the action. I noticed several of those veterans giving knowing nods
during the address.
It is planned to conduct the Commemoration again next year on Sunday 4 June
2006 and then to make it an annual activity. Next year another speaker will
provide an account of the battle, this time from a soldier’s perspective. It will be
well worth attending! Further, it is hoped to have present former members of the
supporting arms who provided such great assistance during the battle. It will be
most interesting and well worth putting in the diary now.
After the Commemoration Service most then went onto the Gaythorne RSL for
lunch and a few beers. After the Kosta Tszyu fight was over [pity about the result]
the next order of business started. It was a chance for a good chinwag, a few war
stories and an opportunity to talk of the Canberra Reunion and generally have a
good chat.
A great day all round! Don’t miss it next year
Sunday 4 June 2006
start planning now to attend.
Kel Ryan
President

Bruce Schmidtchen
Secretary
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Your Committee and Representatives

President
Col. Roger Wainwright
P h: 0 2 6 2 9 5 6 2 0 4
roger.w@ nets p eed .c om .au

S ec reta ry
M r. G eof f P ears on
P h: 0 2 9 5 2 4 3 1 7 7
rb im p orts @ s u rf the.net.au

T rea su rer & M em b ersh ip O f f ic er
L t Col. Ron H am ly n
M ob : 0 4 0 7 6 6 9 2 2 1
rham ly n@ b ongb ongp rc .c om .au

M em o ra b il ia O f f ic er
M aj . B ry an S c haf er
P h: 0 2 9 6 0 5 5 8 4 1
b lu es @ is p d r.c om .au

A C T R ep resenta tiv e
L t Col. B arry M organ
P h: 0 2 6 2 5 5 4 5 3 1
b k m organ@ b igp ond .c om

V I C R ep resenta tiv e
M r. K erry O ’ Connor
P h: 0 3 5 4 2 8 3 2 4 9
wartoc @ b igp ond .c om

T A S R ep resenta tiv e
M r. J ohn S m ee
0 3 6 3 4 3 4 2 4 3

S . A & N . T . R ep resenta tiv e
M r. Chris K u c henm eis ter
P h & F ax : 0 8 8 5 5 2 1 9 4 6
k itc hy @ iinet.net.au

W .A .
M r.
P h: 0
alanm

Q L D R ep resenta tiv e
M r. K el Ry an
P h: 0 7 3 8 1 8 4 0 4 2
k elj an@ op tu s net.c om .au

N S W R ep
M em b ers of the N ational Com m ittee
S y d ney

T ig er T a l es E dito
L ou Wagner
P O B ox 2 1 1 A itk
P h & F ax : 0 7 4 7 7
lou anne_ wagner@
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R ep resenta tiv e
A lan M c N u lty D CM
8 9 3 0 4 1 3 3 3
arian@ 4 u .c om .au
r
env ale Q ld
5 7 5 5 4
aap t.net.au

4 8 1 4

P l ease r emit th is f o r m and p ay ment to :
The Secretary
5 RAR Association
PO Box 432
BOWRAL NSW 2576
S u rnam e:

P l ea se in d ic a t e u se o f t his f o rm

J o ining / R enew ing M emb er sh ip

C h ang e o f ad d r ess

P u r c h ase o f M emo r ab il ia

F irs t N am e/ s :

A d d res s :

S tate:

H om e P h:

M ob :

P / Cod e:

E m ail:

B rief his tory of as s oc / link with 5 RA R: ( c om p lete this p art f or new m em b ers hip ap p lic ations only )

Membership

1 Ma r 2 0 0 5 - 2 8 F eb 2 0 0 8

Memo ra bil ia

Vietnam Task

$ 2 8

Th e Y ear o f th e Tig er s

C ap s
Ties

S tu b b y C o o l er s

TA C P l ates

$

N E W

M ed

C h amb r ay S h ir t

M ed

M ed

3

$ 1 5

S P E C IA L —3 8 O N L Y L E F T

P o l o S h ir t N av y

P o l o S h ir t W h ite

A mo u n t

$ 3 0

M ini B anner

5 R A R P l aq u e

Q ty

$ 4 5

H o no u r R o l l

C ar S tic ker s

P ric e ea

$ 3 0

Tick Shirt Sizes Below
L ar g e

X L ar g e

L ar g e

X L ar g e

L ar g e

X L ar g e

$ 3 0
$ 6

$ 2 0
$ 1 5 0

$ 4 5
$ 2 8
$ 2 8
$ 3 8

G ra n d T o t a l
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$

Ho n o r a r y M e m b e r s
Under the terms of our constitution, the Executive Committee “may extend
honorary membership of the Association to a distinguished person or to a
person who has given outstanding service to the Battalion or the Association”.
This provision is probably not widely known and has only been extended on
three occasions. Our first honorary members are Mrs Shirley Warr, wife of
Colonel John Warr, DSO, commanding officer of the first tour of Vietnam and
the first President of our Association, and Mrs Marie London, wife of WO2
Brian London, OAM, DCM, our former editor of Tiger Tales and webmaster.
We are proud that they both continue to take an active role and interest in the
activities of the Association.
Under the revised constitution, Brigadier Colin Kahn, DSO is also an honorary
member and in that capacity has accepted the Executive Committee’s
invitation to be the first Honorary Patron of the Association ■
E x tr a c t fr o m 5 R A R W e b s ite G u e s t B o o k
Advised courtesy of Ted Harrison—Webmaster
Tuesday 05/31/2005 6:39:58pm
Name: Tony Vu
E-Mail: atvu@sbclgobal.net
Location: Santa Ana, California, U.S.A.
Comments: On May 30th - the American Memorial day - I would like to express
my appreciation to you -the men & women of 1ATF, particularly 5RAR- for
what you did. Although it's more than 35 years later, I hope it's not to late to say
so.
Words cannot bring out all the feeling of -at the time- a little boy from the village
of Binh Gia. Nevertheless, I know, if it wasn't you, my village and my family
would have faced the worst in the hands of VC.
Furthermore, my special thanks to Mr. King, Mr. Barson (sp?), Mr. Barney (sp?)
and Mr. St. Pierre (an American) for what they did while living in our house in
Binh Gia. My family & I wish you all well and happy lifes.
With all respects,
Tony Vu ■
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