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President’s Message
Your national committee and state
representatives met at Victoria
Barracks in Sydney, on the 1st,
2nd & 3rd of March 2002. The
first comprehensive conference to
discuss the “Way Forward” and
how to proceed in order to achieve
our goals.
As most state representatives were
new to the job, we focused on
important issues which would
make their role more effective in
maintaining contact with
members, and therefore obtain
greater input on Association
matters from all states.

The meeting was a great success
and I have already witnessed
evidence of increased attempts to

make contact and improve
communication with members in
certain areas - Great Stuff, keep it
up!!
You will hear more about the
meeting of your executive in
this and later issues. I
encourage all Association
members to make and keep
contact with their state
representatives so that
your voice can be
heard.

helping hold the Association
together. Unfortunately, Brian has
had to relinquish his duties due to
ill health.
Brian, on behalf of all
Association members,
“Thank You” for a
tremendous effort.

During the meeting, the
executive gave an
overwhelming vote of thanks to
our retiring editor, Brian London.
Brian has done a stirling job over
many years and his work has been
significantly responsible for

We also took the
opportunity to
welcome Lou Wagner
as our new editor and
wished him every
success.
I urge you all to support
Lou with material for Tiger Tales.
Colin Kahn DSO

A.W.O.L.
Does anyone know the whereabouts of these association members?
Name

Last known Address

Name

Last known Address

Robert Ian Alexander

Shenton Pk WA

Gary Ross Robinson

Paul Thomas Boyns

Redland Plains QLD

Kenneth William Scaysbrook Clontarf QLD

Geoffrey Boyce Connors

Seven Hills NSW

Peter Sharp

Vale Pk SA

Gavan Leo Doyle

Ballarat VIC

William Johnson Sizeland

Lake Albert NSW

Kenneth Thomas Grose

Taren Point NSW

Robert John Stuart

Medowie NSW

Lindsay Francis Harrold

Spears Point NSW

Ian Donald Haywood

Bargo NSW

Please forward any information to:

Douglas Franklin Heley

Annandale NSW

Bruce Ian Holland

Williamstown VIC

Alexander Michael Koppen

Shenton Pk WA

National Membership Officer
5 RAR Association
PO Box 432
BOWRAL NSW 2576

Michael Leahy

Fern Tree Gully VIC

Albert Joseph McIntosh

Narara NSW

Lawrence Vivian O’Sullivan

Ourimbah NSW

John Edward Porter

Nundah QLD

Ph: 02 9387 2158

New Plymouth NZ

Mob: 0407 669 221

Email: rdhamlyn@bongbongprc.com.au
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Editor’s Desk

I would firstly like to echo the
President’s words in saying
“Thank You” to Brian for a
tremendous effort and to you
Marie for your loyal support over
that time
I truly hope that you both enjoy a
well earned break.
May God’s blessing be with you
and your family.

As the saying goes,
“A new broom sweeps
clean” and in
Brian’s last
issue you
would have read my
profile.
There’s nothing I’d like
to add at this stage.
If you have
questions,
please ask, but NO,
I’m not passing out the names of
the girls I heard about in the
confessional box last week. Not
for free anyway. (Remember the
theology bit?)
This is YOUR magazine, it’s the
life blood that keeps us in contact
with each other, therefore, I look
forward to your input and ideas.
At the National Meeting, I had the
opportunity of promoting some
new ideas, and as I settle into the
seat I will bring those ideas to
reality.
I have already started some of
those ideas in this edition;

“Girl Talk” a page dedicated to
wives & partners. This is your
opportunity to have a say. It can
be funny or serious or your point
of view on any subject.
Here’s an example:“Most people I meet say that I,
(Lou) have a good sense of
humour, I ‘m always bright and
positive and have a great outlook
on life.”
My loving wife,
(Anne), on the
other hand,
might say;
“Hey - you
want to try
living with him for
a while and then
tell me what you
think”
Now girls, is
there a story
here or what?
You bet your “Double D Cups”
there is, check out page 7.
“A.W.O.L.”, a section where I
add names of our mates who have
dropped off the mailing list for one
reason or another.
My hope is that someone out there
can notify us of their whereabouts
and current situation and if
necessary, help us bring them back
into the fold.

This is only a sample of the ideas
I’m toying with, which reminds
me;
Talking about new ideas
I once said to a mate of mine,
“ Hey Jack, I’ve had this idea
rattling around in my head all
night”. To which he replied,
“I’m not surprised, there’s
nothing there to stop it”.
Now I ask you, friend or foe?

I only have one “Golden Rule”
and that is; I won't print innuendo, slander, derogatory
comment or any other negativity
God only knows there is enough
trouble in this world without us
adding to it.
Well that’s about the lot for my
first issue. I hope you like what
you see and enjoy the read.
Ed.

Hypothetical Question:
Should each member who’s article
is published get 12 mths free grog?
THE ANSWER

“Funny Bone”, a page reserved
for the funniest stories or cartoons
I receive from you. I will also
sprinkle snippets throughout the
magazine.

Disclaimer
The contents of TIGER TALES state neither the views of the Committee, its Representatives or
Editor unless otherwise stated. The Editor reserves the right to use or refuse any material
submitted and to edit same for printing purposes. This publication is produced and distributed
to the members, groups and associations as approved by the National Committee.
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Cubs join Tiger ranks
Members will recall that our
association, has for many years,
sponsored a recruit training
platoon at Kapooka known as;
“5 Platoon, The Binh Ba
Platoon”. The following extracts
are taken from a recent letter by
the Pl Cmdr, Lt Damian Eaton;
“The latest platoon of newly
trained cubs is soon to march out
as soldiers of the Australian Army.
5 Platoon Recruit Training Wing,
at Army Training Centre, Kapooka
has maintained a proud connection
with the 5 RAR Association. In
turn, the association has always
had a strong affiliation with the
recruits and staff .
The current staff of 5 Platoon is as
follows;
PL CMDR:
Lt Damian Eaton
PL SGT:
Sgt Rob Munro
SECT CMDR’S:
Cpl Colin Hoekstra
Bdr Brendan Spiridonov
Bdr Aaron Haining
Cpl Slade Langley

Left to right
N. Smerdon, W. Anderson,
C. Khan and D. Eaton

the cubs to the National
War Memorial in
Canberra.
We would like to extend
an invitation to all
association members who
wish to see how today's
soldier is trained. Please
don’t hesitate to contact
myself (Damian) or Rob
Munro on the info below;

Tiger & Cubs discuss Binh Ba Battle

Lt Damian Eaton
Sgt Rob Munro
Phone: 02 6933 8122
Email:
damian.eaton@defence.gov.au
robert.munro@defence.gov.au
5 Platoon is grateful for the
opportunity of maintaining a
strong link with the 5 RAR
Association, and are keen to
further develop this kinship as a
way of maintaining an important
connection between soldiers of the
past, present, and the future.
Lt Damian Eaton

We are forever grateful for the
work of Neville Smerdon,
supported by his wife Sally and at
times, other ex 5 RAR members for
maintaining links with the
activities of the “Binh Ba
Platoon”.
Each intake now travels to
Canberra for a visit the National
War Memorial, and whilst there is
met by myself, at the Vietnam
Memorial and given a talk on
5 RAR and the battle of Binh Ba.

The talk illustrates how the lessons
learned from that action can be
relevant to today’s recruits and
their training methods.
The association also takes pride in
being able to present a special
5 RAR Plaque to the outstanding
recruit graduate of each intake as
recognition for a job well done.
Brig. C Kahn DSO

Presentation of the 5 RAR
Plaque by Bob Tranear while
Tassie Wass, Bob Hunting and
Bluey Hush look on.

The platoon staff is very grateful
for the time and interest taken by
various members of the
association to attend “March Out
Parades” and for accompanying
Cubs visit the Vietnam War Memorial in Canberra
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5/7th FRIENDLY FIRE
Memorial Wall Dedication
and the piper said
“Deoch Slainte na ban Righ”
we reply
“Slans laba”
As the opening quote illustrates,
5/7 RAR is an organization that
holds tradition and history close to
it’s heart.
The recent construction of a
“Memorial Wall” at Binh Ba
Lines, our home in Darwin, attests
to that fact.
The “Memorial Wall” was
dedicated on Anzac Day 2002 and
serves as a reminder that some
members of this great battalion/s
have paid the ultimate price.

The wall of local porcelinite stone
stands at the entrance to the
battalion lines and features the
honour roles of, 5/7 RAR in the
centre, with 5 RAR on the left and
7 RAR on the right.
The plaques on these honour rolls
will include a cast of the
Regimental Badge with the name

of each member and the date of his
passing.
Also fixed into the stone wings are
the bronze castings of the
“Regimental Badge” presented by
2/5th and 2/7th
respectfully in the
1960’s

Kangaroo Flats and a large scale
mechanized exercise.
As a battalion, we have continued
to dominate the Brigade’s sporting

The Memorial Wall is
floodlit, has a flag pole
to the rear, in it’s centre
and it is our intention to
fly the Battalion flag at
half mast on the
anniversary of each
members passing.
Projects like this memorial wall
don’t just happen out of the blue,
and we would like to take this
opportunity to thank our battalion
members for their
tremendous efforts in
raising the $25,000
fund for this venture.

Today's News
Tiger Battalion has hit this
training year with vengeance; most
of the specialist courses have been
completed and we are embarking
on a plethora of exercises leading
up to our tour of East Timor.
This intensive training program
will include “Battle Wing” Tully,

fixtures such as, Rugby, Soccer,
AFL. Water Polo and of course
under 9’s arm wrestling
competition (only kidding about
the last one).
This current year promises to be
busy for all members of the
battalion. The culmination of our
extensive training for service in
East Timor will be an apt reward
to all members lucky enough to be
deploying.

Editors Note:
This article was compiled using
letters received from members of
5/7 Battalion, namely:
Maj. JM Perriman 2IC
Lt. J Forrest
AADJT
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“Glenbawn Dam Classic”
Now here’s something that could
grow into one of Australia’s
Premier Events.
“3 Platoon - Glenbawn Dam
Classic” (near Scone – NSW) was
held from the 4th to the 11th
March this year and named as the
unqualified “SUCCESS STORY
of the CENTURY”.

Maureen Collins;
Thanks for the photo and story. If
you can confirm this as annual, I’d
love to promote it. Details of
deadlines are elsewhere in this
magazine
Ed.

The crew hope to make it an
annual event and get more
campers for future years.
To those who couldn’t make it this
year, re-plan your holidays .
Great fishing, great camping and
fantastic company.
With a combination like this it’s
sure to be a runaway success.

“Bolge”
Rene Bolger

“Laz”
Larry Kennedy

“Smiley”
Jeff Collins

“Snow”
John Morris

Membership Report
We currently have 889 members on our books all of whom receive this magazine. Unfortunately, not all members
are financial and this places an extra burden on those who are.
Gentlemen, we cannot produce, print and mail your magazine without incurring costs and if we are unable to
meet these costs, well, I leave it to your imagination.
In Vietnam, we backed and supported each other to the hilt without question - DON’T LET THAT SPIRIT DIE.
Please help yourselves by checking the date on the right hand top edge of Address Label on the back of this
magazine and if it reads 2005 (the year your financial to), you’re okay. If you have overlooked this, all we ask is
$5 per year for the five years to 2005. THANK YOU, GENTLEMEN

ILL HEALTH NOTICE

MESSAGE FORUM

I have been informed by a reliable source that we
have amongst us a member of Sig Pl, 2nd tour who
is suffering from cancer of the blood and the
prognoses is not bright.
I also understand that he is not a current
Association member so I hope that a copy of this
magazine will find it’s way to him from the
printers.

A forum page has been added and can be accessed
from either “Fifth Battalion Operations &
History” or “5RAR Association Home Page sites.

Meanwhile, lets make phone/personal contact.

Jerry Mudge Ph: 03 5795 1149
15 Weir St
Euroa Vic 3660

For those not to familiar with a forum, it is a place
where you post (type) messages. You can look for
lost mates, advertise reunions, ask questions or
anything you like.
It’s today’s technology and a great way of keeping
in touch-try it, you’ll love it.
Go to:http://www.netspace.net.au/~harrison
or
http://www.users.bigpond.com/brian.london
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Girl Talk
“You try living with him”
Like many others of my time I
grew up in a Service environment.
I was 6 days old when my father, a
sailor, left on the first tide at the
outbreak of WW11. Little did I
know how this would impact on
me throughout my life as well as
my most recent years.
In 1989 Lou & I married, both for
the second time. I brought with me
an extended family, 2 married
children & 7 grandchildren who
are presently aged 8 to 20. Lou
brought a fresh approach, a
positive attitude, a love of life &
great humour that we all enjoyed.
As is the case with many couples
there were ups & downs but our
life together was generally pretty
happy. The ‘kids’ thought Lou was
fantastic & I loved being with him.
The original ‘Mr. Nice Guy’.
We were both deeply involved in
our own careers for a time. Then

we went into an Agency business
together. During this time we both
began to feel things were going
wrong. When Lou turned 50 I felt
he was wound up like a clock
spring & soon the ‘wheels began
to drop off’ as they say, I thought
it was me...or work. I noticed
increased isolation from social
occasions, sleep problems, short
concentration spans, inappropriate
drinking behavior. Derogatory
language & huge anger outbursts
became ‘the norm’ spilling over to
the family, too. I discovered the
term ‘walking on eggshells’
People kept saying how great Lou
was but I felt increasingly
alienated towards our life together.
So was he.
We went to Marriage Guidance
but they couldn’t see our problem.
We then appealed to VVCS &
began to explore the possible
causes. His experience in Vietnam
was beginning to rise up like the
proverbial phoenix.

Memories & Tears
Recently, my husband and I went to the cinema in our
little country town by the sea. The movie was “We
Were Soldiers”.
Fifteen minutes into the film and I felt a lump in my
chest which was rapidly moving to my throat. I began
to sob; the tears just spilled out of my eyes.
The setting was based in married quarters in America.
I was absolutely astounded, I had been transported
back to 1966, thirty- three plus years ago to our own
married quarter in Australia and I realized that I was
crying from the pain I had felt then.
It came time for the men to leave. I was sobbing again.
I remember standing in Sydney Airport with my
husband and five year old son. We didn’t hold hands,
but just stood there. “Look after your mother son “ he
said. It was time to go, we gave each other a quick hug
and a kiss on the cheek, and he was gone.
I drove home to our marriage quarter in Derna Road,
Holsworthy, and parked our EK Holden Station

A ‘Lifestyle’ weekend with others
with similar problems was helpful
but still not quite enough. My
family background supported my
theory that I was at fault but I
discovered our family had been
dealing with PTSD back then.
We engaged in a PTSD Course in
Brisbane. We both received the
best treatment & help. Without
this help I would not be sitting
here writing this for you today.
It’s a great program.
There are still up’s & downs but
we’ve got tools to work with now.
T he s uppor t , r e s e ar ch &
counseling the DVA has in place
is just great. If any good came out
of the Vietnam experience it has to
be the recognition & treatment of
PTSD.
Life is better now, so when I say ;
‘Yes, but you try living with
him’, it really is meant as a joke.
‘Mr. Nice Guy’ Is Back! And
We’re Glad He Is!!
Anne Wagner

Wagon in the driveway. I put our sleeping son to bed,
clothes and all, just removing his shoes.

I remember walking into our lounge room, there was a
small window just before the corner, I walked over
and stood in the corner with my hands against both
walls and began to sob and gradually slid down the
wall to the floor with my face in the corner. “How was
I going to live without him for over a year, what if he
was killed”?
The movie continued, showing the North Vietnamese
side as well as the American’s.
The movie went back to the wives, supporting each
other as the Australian wives did during that time.
It was one of the most emotional and compelling
movies I have ever seen on the Vietnam War. In l969
just two years later we did it all again.
I am very proud and honoured to have been in some
small way a part of our Tiger Battalion.
Be gentle with yourselves and those you love.
Marie London
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F88 Austeyr

The Austeyr suffers from a
multitude of problems, far more
than are acceptable for any Infantry
service weapon. It was originally
designed as a police/border-security
weapon, not as an Infantry weapon.
The major problem is the calibre.
The 5.56mm SS109 cartridge and
it’s Australian manufactured
variants is NOT a reliable killer. It’s
predecessor, the 5.56mm M193
round as used in Vietnam was a
different 55 grain projectile type and
powder load, it had better terminal
characteristics at short range and IT
was not a reliable killer. Both will
kill – eventually -- but neither have
reliable knockdown power and both
are readily deflected by branches
and twigs.
On to the actual weapon. Problems
which have surfaced include:
breaking/faulty safety catches,
reticules shooting loose in the
optical sight, fogging of the optical
sight, failure to feed the first round
caused by the bolt overriding it,
rounds jumping up out of the
magazine if the magazine is
slammed in, rapid overheating on
full automatic, barrel bulging in wet
weather caused by moisture or rain,
the plastic trigger group binding
when fouled by sand or dust, and
cocking levers snapping off. Some
of the earlier weapons had a plastic
mix which shattered in extreme
cold. The bayonet is a joke in poor
taste, they’re overly heavy, useless
as a knife and can snap at the wire
cutter hinge hole.
Then there are some fundamental
design concept problems. If a
soldier fires the weapon with the
forward pistol grip folded up and
gripping it like a normal rifle
forend, the soldier can get a nasty
gas-cut from the gas system,
blowing powder residue, fine bits of
copper from the projectile jacket, oil
and dirt into the wound. A sure fire
recipe for infection. Leaving the
grip down means it snags every
bush and vine.

The trigger guard is a safety
nightmare. It is actually a hand
guard, designed for use in snow
with mittens. There’s lots of snow
in our region….. There is no safe
place to rest the finger when the
weapon is loaded and the soldier is
alert. If the soldier falls, the natural
impulse is to grip the pistolgrip –
AND the trigger.
Another major problem is for street
fighting. Because of the nature of
the bullpup design, with the ejection
port being out of the opposite side
behind the shooter’s cheek, the
weapon cannot be fired effectively
from the other shoulder as the
ejecting shell will cause an injury.
(There are left handed bolts
available.) This means that when
shooting around a building corner
the soldier will have to step out to
engage the enemy if he/she is on
the wrong side of the road. It also
means that in a contact, if you
happen to pick up a left-hander’s
weapon to use after your own had
been damaged or jammed – as can
happen -- and you’re not
ambidextrous, you may give
yourself a serious injury to the face
with the ejected shell case.
The Minimi 5.56mm squad support
weapon has the very useful feature
of being able to use M16 magazines
if the section runs out of link
ammunition. Needless to say the
Austeyr’s magazine doesn’t fit. To
safely clear the Austeyr one really
needs to remove the barrel and look
into the chamber – not a good
‘feature’ in a combat zone. It is
interesting that the SAS – who have
a choice -- generally use the M5
(Upgraded M16) and not the
Austeyr.
So, all in all, in my humble opinion
the Austeyr F88 is a dog, suitable
only for rear echelon troops in
support roles as something easy to
carry when slung. I await the storm
of indignation from serving
members and Army ‘experts’, many
of whom have never snapped a cap
at another human being or who have

ever used any other weapon in their
lives than the one issued. For
myself, I’d hate to carry one of these
weapons in combat and I’d pick up
and use an enemy’s Kalashnikov,
G3, FAL or FNC at the first
opportunity.
I’ve been a shooter since I was
twelve years of age and have used
and tested many of the infantry
firearms of various armies of the
world. These include the SKS, the
AK 47 Kalashnikov, the Chicom
Type 68, the Tokarev, the G43, the
STG44, the M14, the Garand,
the .30M1 and M2 carbines, the
German G1 (FN FAL) the FAL, the
SLR, the 9mm Owen, the 9mm F1,
the F88 Austeyr, the CAR15,
M16A1 and M16A2 and most
military bolt actions from various
countries. I also studied the history,
characteristics and development of
many of these weapons as a hobby.
On the military side I served as an
Infantry soldier for six years, I had
company level sniper training under
(the then) Major Colin Kahn, I shot
in the Interservice in Brisbane and I
taught marksmanship at Kapooka in
the Rifle Instructional Team.
In Vietnam I was a rifleman, GPMG
M60 Gunner, forward scout and an
Intelligence dutyman.
After the Army I joined the Military
Rifle Clubs and shot with SLR and
M14 and M1A National Match
rifles, and have won many
competitions
Graham Sherrington
Ex 6 Pl B Coy 66/67
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Assault on Nelligen
March 15-17th, elements of 10, 11 & 12 Platoon 2nd
Tour
executed an assault on Nelligen (located at NSW
South Coast on the banks of the Clyde River).
Acknowledged by all who participated as an
outstanding success, the survival of some participants
can be considered a miracle.
Pl. Sgt. Rod Lees initially secured the FUP based upon
an earlier recce. The 17 acre site was isolated to
maintain secrecy and in close proximity to the final
objective. Steep topography caused several OG’s (old
grunts) some aggravation moving at night,
additionally the river water was foul hence alternate
hydration was vital in supply & logistics planning.
Mornings saw dense mist along the river valley,
however this was minor compared to an enduring
“fog” some OG’s encountered, sometimes lasting well
into the afternoons.

It’s rumoured this got a little out of hand and other
battles were waged and won again, and again. I am
reliably informed Brian is still patching bullet &
rocket holes in his lounge room.
“H” Hour for the assault on the Nelligen Hotel was
1100 hrs. on Sun. 17th . The attack involved a forced
march from the secure site combined with various coordinated flanking deployments in vehicles. The
infiltrator was on site to act as guide. All elements
arrived for the final assault with precision; on mass the
force broke thru an unfortified opening in the
perimeter, local forces immediately capitulated
without a shot being fired. The site was occupied for 3
hours; and amber fluid was consumed in large volume
to maintain hydration. Various stories & songs were
used to win the hearts & minds of the locals; they
were received with great
“awe”.

Sgt. Lees secured the site,
and the remaining forces
At the planned timing,
arrived over the 15th & 16th
vehicles arrived to
to occupy strategic
execute the extraction,
positions. Allan Tuckfield
unfortunately half of the
infiltrated the final
10 Platoon contingent
objective to gain “on the
was misplaced, having
ground int.” Several
no idea of our safe base
members hoochied in
location (due to its
alternate locations (with
secrecy). One of their
chosen comfort
members, through
companions) but through
devious means, gained
simple tactics evaded the
the confidence of locals
local enemy to join the
and with subtle
main force for intensive
interrogation was able to
Back L-R: Ross Tobin, Arnold Lockrey, Dutchy VanHulst, Ray Knapp, Bern Harpley, establish comms with
planning & briefing
Wayne Wright, Peter Elward, Graham Ralston, Allan Tuckfield.
sessions. Ray Ward
the base, and was
Middle L-R: John Hoyes, Ray Chaplin, P.J. Taylor, Bernie Pye
deployed highly trained
reunited with the main
Front L-R: Ray Ward, Bob Fenwick, Rod Lees
“attack Corgies” for the
body. Deservedly great
first time, there was great conjecture as to their
celebrations followed.
survival in the face of the local “big, black mongrel
dog”. They maintained a low profile and saw the
As with all “warries” you had to be there to really
operation through. although not called upon in the
appreciate what happened. For those of us who did
final assault their destiny came close on the Saturday
make the trip to Graham & Myee Ralston’s place on
evening when a large “spit” appeared and was fired
the Clyde it will be a reunion we will never forget.
up, happily copious quantities of other red meat had
Their hospitality was just superlative, and yes Graham
been reserved.
had a brand new shed built for our barracks, complete
with bedding & ablutions. A number of Graham’s
Bernie Pye and P.J.Taylor actively supported the
mates came to help out with cooking etc, their support
planning phase, however were to participate in an
was generous in the extreme and deserving of every
unfortunate incident during the regroup phase after the
praise. The spirit of “Rod’s Lonely Hearts Club”
final assault. The duo of Hoyes & Harpley were reendures. Next time, with more planning &
united although Harpley was close to being charged
communication greater numbers may get together
for AWOL.
somewhere in Oz.
As part of special briefing & int. gathering on local
forces & disposition, a cadre visited Brian London.
The value of such mateship is priceless.
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W.A. Roundup
Greetings from the Golden West, and welcome to our
new editor, Lou Wagner.
Since our last correspondence there has been much
change in the organisation of the WA Branch. We now
have a working committee comprising Peter de
Masson, who succeeded John Burridge as the state
rep, Ken Benson (Secretary), Thea Benson
(Treasurer), Doc Halliday and Bruce Prior.
The Committee has formulated a social programme
for this year and the initial response has been most
encouraging. We kicked off with the Battalion
Birthday Lunch at the Anzac Club on Friday March 1.
The luncheon was attended by 42 people with a good
representation from our country cousins. Murray Craib
(Albany), John Checkley (Kendenup) joined the
Bunbury districts group of Graeme and Lyndall
Rogers, Colin Roach and Gordon Meredith.
The Prior clan together with Bob and Debbie Day
rolled into town from Toodyay. They joined up with
us city slickers to have one hell of a good day.
Apart from Bob Armitage, we haven’t been able to
entice our Mandurah group out of their retirement
village so we are taking the road show to them. The
WA Branch will be attending the Vietnam
Veterans Parade in Mandurah on August 18.

The first was held on May 3 where the numbers fell a
little but we put that down to the close proximity to
Anzac Day.
Speaking of Anzac Day, the 5 RAR group made a
significant contribution to the RAR Association
numbers.
Peter deMasson organised two
immaculately attired cadets to carry the 5 RAR Banner
(freshly dry cleaned). Peter also put a great deal of
effort into producing a 5RAR pictorial display, which
was well received. The display was at Rigby’s Tavern,
which was the venue for the post parade function. The
highlight of the floorshow was the annual Kiwi
punchup.
Further Friday luncheons will be held at the Anzac
Club on July 5, September 6, and November 1. We
will also be holding our annual picnic/bbq at Kings
Park on Sunday December 1. This will incorporate our
AGM. Hopefully this will be the climax of a very
good year of social activities.
I would like to thank the people who responded to my
last article. Some positive results were gained to the
extent that we were thinking of opening a missing
persons bureau. Good luck and best wishes to you all
on the other side.
Ken Benson. Phone fax (08) 9349 0323. Email
harbentk@iexpress.net.au

We will be having a series of bi-monthly luncheons at
the Anzac Club, Perth throughout the year.

DEADLINES
CLOSING DATE

DELIVERY DATE

EDITION

15th March

1st April

Anzac Day Edition

15th July

1st August

Vietnam Veterans Day Edition

15 November

1st December

Christmas Edition

These are the future intended dates and editions. I look forward to your contributions to help me meet
this criteria.
In an effort to bring you up to the minute news, we have altered our printing arrangements and are now
able to reduce the lead time to 15 days between “Closing & Delivery”. My thanks to all who are
making this possible.

PLEASE ENSURE I RECEIVE YOUR MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION WELL BEFORE
“CLOSING DATE”
Ed.
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Funny Bon e
The Weather Report
This had most of the state of Michigan laughing for 2
days and a very embarrassed female news anchor who
will, in the future, likely think before she speaks.
What happens when you predict snow but don't get
any.…
A female news anchor who, the day after it was
supposed to have snowed and didn't, turned to the
weatherman and asked "So Bob, where's that 8 inches
you promised me last night?"
Not only did HE have to leave the set, but half the
crew did too they were laughing so hard……

Later the family arrives to see how the old woman is
adjusting to her new home.
"So Ma, how is it here? Are they treating you all
right?" they ask.
"It's pretty nice," she replies. "Except they won't let
you fart"……...
Stolen Bicycle
A priest at his weekly meeting with the bishop was
really annoyed because he assumed that some
parishioner had stolen his bike.
The bishop suggested that in his next Sunday sermon
he hit them with the old ten commandments and when
he gets to “Thou shalt not steal”, stop, then look
around the congregation and you’ll spot the guilty
party.

Tough Nursing Home
After deciding that their frail, elderly mother can no
longer live alone, the family brings her to a nursing
home, hoping she'll be well cared for.
The next morning, the nurses bathe the old woman,
feed her a tasty breakfast, and sit her in a chair at a
window overlooking a lovely flower garden. She
seems fine, but after a while she slowly starts to lean
over sideways in her chair. Two attentive nurses
immediately rush up to catch her and straighten her
up. Again she seems fine, but after a while she starts to
tilt to the other side. The nurses rush back and once
more bring her back upright. This goes on all morning.

At their next meeting the bishop enquired as to the
outcome of his “Thou shalt not steal” suggestion and
the priest answered thus;
Well, I never got that far, for as soon as I got to the
one about adultery, I suddenly remembered where I
left my bike……….
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S.A. Roundup
ANZAC Day Activities
As the new SA & NT rep, my celebrations
commenced by attending the Dawn Service in
Adelaide. With the help of Slim Fennell, we laid a
wreath on behalf of the Association in remembrance
of our “Fallen Comrades”. Attached to the wreath was
a miniature version of the 5 RAR Honour Roll.
Following the laying ceremony, I heard some positive
comments about the appropriateness of the Honour
Roll. Over 5000 people attended the service.
Following breakfast which was courtesy of the VVA
at the old Torrens Park Parade Ground, it was back to
the assembly point for the parade.
Behind our much admired new 5 RAR Banner were
44 members taking part in the march, whilst “B Coy
2nd Tour Reunion Group” led with the RAR Banner.

All in all, 5 Battalion were well represented on the day
and under orders from Peter Stanford, we proved that
our parade ground training had not been lost. On
occasions, the click of our feet amused onlookers as
well as provide “assistance” to 4 RAR ahead of us!!
After the march, some members attended the service
at the Cross of Sacrifice and then dispersed to various
watering holes where they caught up with old mates
and celebrated as befitting old jungle fighters.
Well, that’s the current news for now.
Hope all is well with you and yours
Chris Kuchenmeister

Mini Mortar Meet
Anne & I were recently in
Brisbane for a function, when
we decided to add an
impromptu visit to mid west
NSW. (From the tropics to
frost; there had to be
something special).

Ah!! Sunray (C.Kahn.)
remember when Charlie
Drake (Morris Neil)
invited you to the mortar
pits to fire the 50,000th
mortar round in country,
he lied, it was 49,999. We
wanted to tell you earlier
but you know the deal with
the “thirty two year
secrecy act”, anyway , next
time you see him, boot him
in the base plate, he’s not
that tall.

Indeed there was. I had the
opportunity of catching up
with Nev Stanton & Noel
Camin and from the minute
we met the conversation
flowed as though we were
Lou Wagner
Noel Camin
Nev Stanton
together only yesterday
“Ugly”
“Uglier”
“Ugliest”
instead of 32 years ago.
On our return to Qld we
What a great time reminiscing
70mtrs away, Sid Davies may be
caught up and stayed with Peter
about the old days an some of the
about to leave the earth today.
Mc Cauley and again had a great
antics we got up to.
time.
He hit the deck, we hit the deck,
I remembered one time when we
people scattered in all directions
Having shared a unique
completed a fire mission, we were
and by the time the dust settled
relationship with you guys puts me
supposed to burn the left over
and he got up to grab us, not a soul
in mind of a saying I once heard:
increment bags in accordance with
was in sight.
SOP’s, however we decided to
If I remember correctly we (the
“Many people walk in and out of
venture into the rocket building
alleged culprits) were over the
your life; But only true friends
business and by the time we
other side of the fire support base,
leave their footprints on your
perfected Mk3 and launched it
emu-bobbing or something. We
heart”
without checking its direction, we
thought we were gone that day.
Lou Wagner
suddenly realised that about
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5 RAR Association — Your Committee and State Representatives
President
Brig. Colin Khan DSO
Unit 507 2 Marcus Clarke St
Canberra ACT 2601
Ph: 02 6257 7249
Email: (Not Avail)
Vice President
Maj. John Miller CVO,AM,MBE
26 Allenby Park Parade
Allambie Heights NSW 2100
Ph: 02 9938 6312
Email: (Not Avail)
Secretary
Mr. Geoff Pearson
PO Box 698
Caringbah NSW 1495
Ph: 02 9524 3177 Fax: 02 9524 3272
Email: rbimports@surfthe.net.au

QLD Representative
Mr. Warren Burns
1 Cheppen St
The Gap QLD 4061
Ph: 07 3300 3082
Email: wogs5rar@hotmail.com
NSW Representative & National Membership Officer
Lt Col. Ron Hamlyn
31 Kenilworth St
Bondi Junction NSW 2022
Ph: 02 9387 2158 Mob: 0407 669 221
Email: rdhamlyn@bongbongprc.com.au
ACT Representative
Lt Col. Barry Morgan
10 Leven St
Amaroo ACT 2914
Ph: 02 6255 4531 Fax: 02 6255 4352
Email: bkmorgan@bigpond.com

Treasurer
Mr. R. (Bob) Fenwick
5 Mt Pleasant Ave
Mona Vale NSW 2103
Ph: 02 9999 4616
Email: tofenwicks@ozemail.com.au

VIC Representative
Mr. Kerry O’Connor
101 Mt Gisborne Rd
Gisborne VIC 3437
Ph: 03 5428 3249
Email: wartoc@bigpond.com

Committee
Brig. John Hooper CBE
22 Thomson Pde
Dalmeny NSW 2546
Ph: 02 4476 7161
Email: (Not Avail)

TAS Representative
Gerry Coret J.P.
155 Abbott St
Newstead TAS 7250
Ph: 03 6330 2056
Email: gcoret@bigpond.com

Committee
Maj. Bryan Schafer
42 Delaunay St
Ingleburn NSW 2565
Ph: 02 9605 5841
Email: blues@ispdr.com.au
Committee
Mr. Brian Budden
47 Bay Rd
Taren Point NSW 2229
Ph: 02 9525 0355 Fax: 02 9525 3395
Email: bbudden@rebelgraphics.com.au
Committee
Mr. Trevor Carter
PO Box 545
South Hurstville NSW 2221
Ph: 02 9587 9670
Email: Trevor.Carter@defence.gov.au
Editor TIGER TALES
Lou Wagner
PO Box 211
Aitkenvale QLD 4818
Ph & Fax: 07 4775 7554
Email: louanne@bigpond.com

S.A & N.T. Representative
Mr. Chris Kuchenmeister
Unit 1 2 Michael St
Encounter Bay S. Aust 5211
Ph & Fax: 08 8552 1946
Email: kitchy@granite.com.au
W.A. Representative
Mr. Peter de Masson
8 Elmton Crt
Duncraig W. Aust 6023
Ph: 08 9448 5744
Email: ginny@iinet.net.au
Committee
Mr. R. (Bob) Trenear
32 Gregory Tce
Lapstone NSW 2773
Phone: 02 4739 5487
Email: (Not Avail)
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New Memorabilia
Mini Banner

Number
Plate

A new 5RAR Mini Banner has just been released for
sale.
Made in Australia by Rebel Graphics and measuring
90cm x 70cm, (approx 2’ x 3’ for the baby boomers).
It is printed in full colour onto a Yellow/Gold
washable vinyl background and comes complete with
mounting poles, fittings and carry bag.
The cost is $150 including delivery and they are
designed and manufactured for larger country town
marches, for local RSL’s or for that patriotic “Tiger”
who would like one behind the bar or in the den.

Vehicle TAC Plates
These are a must at only $25 including delivery. Two
beautiful and professionally presented TAC plates
designed to fit either side of your number plate.
Both are finished in full reflective material with a
clear “UV” film as a final coat to prevent deterioration
from the sun.
The plates are designed to be fitted to all vehicles
including motor cycles and will be an asset to your
personal mode of transport.
Proudly designed and manufactured in Australia by
Rebel Graphics.

The difference between
“Stepping Stones”
and
“Stumbling Blocks”
is in how you use them

With Thanks
I wish to express my appreciation to 5 RAR Association & Brian
Wood for the “Dust Off” print I recently won, and also to those
who took the time to endorse it.
It goes without saying that I’m in debt for a round of drinks to
both Colin Kahn & Trevor Carter, who drew the winning ticket.
Robert Brittles
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Please remit this form and payment to:

The Secretary
5 RAR Association
PO Box 432
BOWRAL NSW

2576

5 RAR ASSOCIATION APPLICATION FORM
Please tick a box to indicate your use of this form

Joining Membership

Renewal Membership

Surname:

Change of Address

Purchase of Memorabilia

First Name/s:

Address:

State:

Home Phone:

Mob:

P/ Code:

Email:

Brief history of service / link with 5 RAR

Membership & Memorabilia Payment / Order Form
Current memorabilia for sale

Quantity Required

Vietnam Task @ $ 28 each
Honour Rolls @ $ 30 each
Car Stickers @ $ 3 each
5 RAR Caps @ $ 13 each
5 RAR Tie @ $ 15 each
NEW
NEW

5 RAR TAC Plates @ $ 20 set/2
5 RAR Mini Banner @ $150 each

5 RAR Association Membership is $25 from 2000 to the year 2005 
Grand Total

Total Cost

If undeliverable return to:
5 RAR Association
PO Box 432
Bowral NSW
2576

Tiger
Print Post Approved
PP226202/0007

Tales

SURFACE
MAIL

POSTAGE
PAID
AUSTRALIA

