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THE COLOURS OF 5 RAR
As a first intake National
Serviceman, I marched
into 5 RAR on 10 September 1965 to complete my
Corps training within the
Battalion. Others from that
intake marched in at later
dates after their Corps
Training was completed at
Infantry Centre or other
Battalions.

alone seen, the Battalion’s
Colours for many years
after their service.
It was much later when I
learned of the existence of
5 RAR’s Colours, the traditions surrounding them
and the pride of the men
of the Battalion in them.
This knowledge came
about due to my role as
editor of Tiger Tales and
the publication of articles
regarding them.

I believe that most, if not
all of us, would not have
known about the existence of Queen’s and
Regimental Colours in the
units of the contemporary
Australian Defence Force.

It was a tremendous experience to have the
Queen’s and Regimental
Colours present at the
Reunion to celebrate the
50th Anniversary of the
establishment of 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian
Regiment, at Holsworthy 1
March 1965.

From stories and film,
some of us knew of the
Battle Standards of old,
which were used as a rallying point for individual
forces. We also knew that
if these Standards fell it
would mean that the force
had been defeated, their
leader probably killed and
the troops put to retreat or
surrender.
With the introduction of modern weapons the casualty
rate among Colour and Standard Bearers was very high.
So high was the mortality rating of colour bearers during
the Crimean War that in subsequent European wars British Colours were not carried. The Colours were last carried into battle at Laings Nec on 26 January 1881, in the
first Boer War.
Before being presented, the Colours are always consecrated at a religious ceremony on parade where God's
blessing on them is asked. This dates back to the Battle
of the Standard in 1138 when the Yeoman of Yorkshire
took with them consecrated banners from York Cathedral,
and fought so fiercely to save the banners that they defeated heavy odds. (Origin Of The Colours-Brian London)
After our return from Vietnam, most of the National Servicemen were discharged as their term of service was
completed, months before the Battalion’s Presentation of
Colours Parade on 29 October 1967 that the presentation of the Battalion’s Colours took place. The Colours
were presented by Governor of New South Wales, Sir
Roden Cutler VC, KCMG, CBE.

At the Commemorative
Service, on Sunday 1
March, PTE Ryan Lee,
Champion Soldier of 5
RAR, presented a history
of the tradition of the Colours and, in particular, a history of the Colours of the 5th
Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment.
At the close of his presentation Ryan said, “Ladies and
Gentlemen as I stated earlier the Colours act as a rallying
point and as an indicator of the location of its leader, I
present to you the Queens and Regimental Colours of the
5th Battalion the Royal Australian Regiment.”
The opening bars of ’Dominique’ played, the curtains
opened and the Colours were displayed.
Personally I was overwhelmed by a surge of emotion and
pride, very much stronger than I had expected, I felt the
proverbial ‘shivers up my spine’. I could also sense these
same emotions emanating from the friends and family
around me.
I would personally like to thank the CO, COL Richard Barrett, RSM, WO1 Rod Rootham, Colours Ensign, LT John
Moulton, CPL Todd Dovey, Warr-Khan Trophy Winner
and PTE Ryan Lee of 5 RAR for enabling the Battalion’s
Colours, and themselves, to be part of the 5 RAR Association’s 50th Anniversary celebrations.

This meant that a good percentage of members who
served in Vietnam 1966-67 had never been aware of, let

5 RAR Association Website

www.5rar.asn.au

Gary Townsend
Editor

Webmaster: Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fellow tigers,
I doubt that any of the 655 tigers and family members
who attended our 50th anniversary reunion would have
been disappointed and I have received many highly complementary comments in the aftermath. This issue of Tiger Tales has many comments and photos of the activities so I will avoid being repetitive except to congratulate
Bruce Schmidtchen and his committee on organising another fine reunion in such a professional manner.
On 27 February we held the first Annual General Meeting
(AGM) under our new constitution with about 200 members being in attendance. For the benefit of our members
who could not attend the reunion or this AGM, there are a
few points that I should reiterate. We are now required to
have an ‘annual’ AGM and it is planned that this will normally be held in Sydney each December to coincide with
a Christmas function. The exception to this will be if it is
more suitable to hold the AGM in conjunction with a major
reunion or activity.
I would again like to congratulate Alan McNulty and Bruce
Schmidtchen who were inducted as our latest life members. Both Alan and Bruce served on both tours of Vietnam and have given outstanding service to our Association over many years as State Representatives and members of our national committee. They fully deserve this
recognition. The citations that were read to members at
the AGM will be formalised and placed on our website
shortly.
During the AGM, I expressed my disappointment that
apart from current committee members, not one nomination was received from our membership to join the committee. I suppose this can be read as confidence in the
current committee but it does not help in overcoming what
I consider to be our greatest current management issue a sound succession plan. The difficulty in recruiting
younger generation members was discussed and led to a
suggestion that wives/partners of our members could join
the committee and that the Constitution should be
amended to incorporate this. I commented that I am in
support and will be discussed at the next committee
meeting.
An outline was given of the continuing 50th anniversary
activities to be held by the battalion in Darwin in early November. This will include Freedom of Entry to the City of
Darwin where former members will be invited to form their
own company and march with the battalion. The Commanding Officer has provided further details in his report
on Page 14. A show of hands at the AGM indicated that
many members are considering attending these activities.
Details will be provided on the website and in the next
edition of Tiger Tales.
I sincerely thank all members and sub-units who voluntarily contributed to the new plaques of our 50 KIA that will
be dedicated at the battalion in November. Your generosity has provided almost $7,500 being over 50% of the
cost and gives a degree of 'ownership' to the plaques that
will commemorate the mates we lost on active service.
We are also seeking a grant from DVA with a further pos-

sibility of some funding from the RAR Foundation. Any
member who would like to provide a donation can forward
this to our Secretary.
I must also thank COL Richard Barrett for his friendship
and support of the Association during his time in command. Since unlinking in 2006 the bond between the Association and the battalion has grown to new levels and
shows the respect, camaraderie and friendship that exist
between 5 RAR tigers of all generations. On your behalf, I
congratulate Richard on his promotion to COL and wish
him a safe and successful deployment to the Middle East
where he will be taking up a senior appointment on a US
Headquarters.
On 20 March, Richard handed over command to LTCOL
Paul Shields who has served with the battalion previously. I welcome him back to the battalion and I am sure
we will have the same ongoing rapport. We will include a
biography of LTCOL Shields in the next issue of TT.
This issue includes some very interesting contributions
from the sub-units of the battalion. I encourage you to
read these to see how busy they have seen as well as
what lies ahead as the battalion transitions to the Readying Phase of the Army Force Generation Cycle.
The centenary of ANZAC Day is rapidly approaching and
it will be a time to again reflect on our own 50 years of
history by remembering those fellow tigers who made the
supreme sacrifice and those that have thinned our ranks
in the years since.
Roger Wainwright

MEDALLION PRESENTATION
On Thursday 5 March my wife, Doffy, and I visited our
Senior Tigress, Shirley Warr. During the visit I presented
to her, on behalf of the Association Committee, the Reunion Medallion.
Shirley is in very good spirits
and was delighted to receive
the Anniversary Medallion.
We reported on the reunion
and how the general tone of
the Association is still very
much imbued with the spirit of
John Arthur Warr.
Tony White, RMO 1966-67

AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS
MAJGEN Stuart L Smith AO, DSC
Officer of the Order of Australia for distinguished service as Commander 3rd Bde and Commander 1st Div.
MAJGEN Smith is the son of SGT Bernie Smith KIA.
Robert Gay Harbourd OAM
Medal of The Order of Australia for service to Veterans’
and their families in the Tamworth region.
Robert served with B Company on the Battalion’s 196667 tour of South Vietnam.

50th ANNIVERSARY REUNION REPORT
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Now that is what I call a Reunion!!! That was a blinder!!
I've not heard a single complaint of any concern at all.

part of our collective Battalion. We were privileged to
have them attend.

My heartfelt thanks go to all of you 5 RAR Association
members, wives, girlfriends, partners and family members
who attended Reunion 2015 at the Gold Coast. It was you
that have made this, as is being reported to me by those
that attended, the best and most memorable reunion that
we have had. To all those that have sent notes of appreciation to my organising committee I say thank you. This
was a great team effort from just five old diggers, being
three nashos and two regs. We have worked for the last
two years to achieve this successful activity. Your appreciation has been passed to the committee and I can assure you that this is all the payment that they want for
their efforts, to know that you all had a good time. That
was our single most important aim.

As a quick run through of the activities, the Registration
was seamless. There was one instance where someone
collected gear for Peter Knight that has not since been
delivered to him. If you have that gear or know where it is
please let Gary Townsend know ASAP.

My personal thanks go to all of my committee. Gary
Townsend - tireless ever willing worker and expert at getting dragged into anything that is happening, secretary,
treasurer, accountant (this activity was over $170,000),
photoshopper, odd jobs man, committee meeting host
(along with Carol who makes beaut ham rolls). Brasso
Bamblett - excellent Commemoration Service designer,
planner and implementer and he is very good at giving
down to earth advice to keep us on track. Warren Binney
- expert and tenacious memorabilia designer, locator and
distributor, great deal maker. Warren Pearson - our Twin
Towns liaison man responsible for a lot of what happened
there. They have all contributed from their individual skill
sets and in doing so have made my job of delivering a
memorable reunion significantly easier. There have been
hundreds of phone calls, thousands of e-mails, and significant unfunded travel to attend meetings and carry out
numerous meetings and other tasks. I can't thank them
enough. Great effort guys. While I am thanking people,
special thanks to our Association President Roger Wainwright and to Association Secretary (and now Treasurer)
Geoff Pearson for their support, assistance and guidance.
For most people that attended this reunion the highlight of
the activities was on Sunday, with the Commemoration
Service in the morning and the dinner at night. The presence of the Colours at the reunion is the overall high
point, and for those that know the story of the difficulties
encountered in getting the Colours and the 5 RAR detachment to the Gold Coast will appreciate the tenacity
shown by the CO 5 RAR, COL Richard Barrett. He explored literally every avenue to have the Colours at the
reunion. Eventually, and right at the eleventh hour, it was
achieved. The introduction of the colours at the Commemoration Service by the Champion Soldier of 5 RAR,
PTE Ryan Lee, and the unveiling of the Colours to the
familiar strains of 'Dominique' had tears welling in many
an eye around the auditorium. It was a very memorable
moment that will stay with us for many years.
Many were very appreciative of the presence of so many
of the Next Of Kin of our KIA. It was wonderful that they
accepted our invitation to attend, and all of the NOK that I
spoke to during the reunion were thrilled that they had
been made to feel welcomed into our 'family' and to be a

Our surprise give-away bags were very well received.
How about that medallion!!!! This is definitely a collectible
as only 500 were made and there will be no more, so
hang onto it. I must have had close to 100 people say to
me how taken they were by it. General feedback indicates
a high level of satisfaction with the quality of all memorabilia. The cups seem to be one of the favourites, with the
reversible vest close behind.
The Welcome function was great. To the best of my
knowledge everyone made good use of the 3 free drinks,
and they literally went down well. There was plenty of
food left at the end of the day so that means we fed everyone.
On the scheduled rest day there were numerous local
activities and all reports were that they were successful.
Well done all. One of the advantages of having the reunion at the Gold Coast is there is a myriad of things to do
at all hours of the day and night and it was good to hear
reports of the many 'off site' activities.
The Commemoration Service, as already mentioned, was
a resounding success with Brasso outdoing himself with
that fabulous unveiling of the Colours. Remember that a
lot of our numbers have never seen the Colours before as
they were well and truly discharged when the Colours
were presented in 1967.
And then there was the dinner. I cannot tell you how privileged I felt to look out over 650 people, all with a common
link and bond, all enjoying themselves at one of the best
dinners I have ever attended. The meal was excellent, the
drinks were high quality and included in the dinner, and
the company was the best that can be found anywhere.
The presence of the 50 flags representing our fallen and
positioned to have them included in and amongst our dinner was pleasing.
Reports from management at Twin Towns, Outrigger Resort and Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre all
indicate that we were the best group to come through
since we last did this in 2010. Every one of those managers said to me how pleasant our group was, how polite
they were, and so much fun to work with. One bar attendant said that it was refreshing to hear so many of our
group using those long lost words 'please' and 'thank
you'.
One thing that was not addressed was the next reunion,
whenever and wherever that may be. Keep your eyes
open for advice in Tiger Tales and on the web site for a
survey to get your opinions.
All I can say is this - thank you all for making this reunion
such a memorable time.
Bruce Schmidtchen
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AROUND THE STATES

WA

WA - Cont.
David's parents and grandmother came over from the
Eastern States to see him
graduate, as well as myself
and his mates from 5 RAR,

PERTH CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
The lunch was held on Saturday December 2014 at 43
Below Bar/Cafe. This year the bookings were extremely low and at one stage we thought we would
have to cancel. So many of our members have been ill
and in hospital.

We gave him a rousing reception when he was presented
to the Police Commissioner.

However, the numbers climbed and in the end we had 69
members and partners.
We also had three of the younger tigers from Iraq and
Afghanistan with their partners in attendance, Michael
Humphreys, Benjamin Dawson and David Beecher,
they really got involved.
Michael has agreed to join us on the sub-committee.

David Beecher at Graduation

He is going to spend some
time down at Margaret River
with his parents and Girlfriend
to enjoy some R’n’R.

ANZAC DAY
Form Up from 09:00 behind the 5RAR banner in St Georges Terrace between King and William St.
After the march lunch and drinks will be at 43 Below Bar,
partners and wives are most welcome
Alan McNulty

TAS

Guests enjoy themselves at the Perth Christmas Luncheon.

Again we must thank Terry Bates for his generous donation from the sale of one of his cattle. Everyone
brought at least one present for the raffle which made a
fantastic display, once again Audrey Briggs donated gift
baskets containing a large variety of goodies, at least
10 baskets which were gratefully accepted by the lucky
winners. We certainly have very generous members,
Peter Guyatt donated 2 boxes with 3 crayfish inside
which were auctioned.
The lunch was again superb, great entrees, ham, turkey
and hot vegetable buffet, deserts and port, special thanks
again to Steve and Sandra for their efforts.
Special thanks also to our country members who travelled long journeys to celebrate with us: Colin and
June Roach from Bunbury, Rodney and Loxley
Beauglehole from Collie, Bruce and Ina Prior from
Toodyay, and all our members from Mandurah
One of our WA members David Beecher served in East
Timor with D Coy and went on to serve in Afghanistan
with Mortar Platoon attached to B Coy 5 RAR.
He has left the Defence Force and is forging a new career
in the WA Police Force and on 12 March he graduated
from the WA Police Academy.

For those of you who attended the Reunion and the AGM
you would be aware that I have resigned from the position
of Tasmanian State Rep. Terry Roe has indicated his
wish to take over the role, Terry’s contact details are
shown on the Committee/Order Form which is on the reverse of the Address Sheet of this issue of Tiger Tales.
During my nine years in the position I had the honour of
representing the Association in many different ways. The
ones I enjoyed the most were addressing groups of
young people at various schools around Launceston prior
to Anzac Day and Long Tan Day. I also travelled to St
Marys High School to address the senior students and
discuss the battle of Long Tan and the heroic stand taken
by the D Company, 6 RAR. Now never been one to miss
the chance I also brought D Company 5 RAR into the
topic with the battle field clean up the next day. The battalion books, ‘Vietnam Task’ and ‘The Year of the Tigers’
were presented to the School Principal for the Library.
During this trip to the East Coast hinterland we moved on
to St Helens and took part in a radio interview at Star of
the Sea FM, once again 5 RAR became the topic of the
conversation which went down really well.
I’ll miss the various activities involving the role of State
Rep; however, my commitment to assisting my family
during poor health issues must come first. I wish Terry all
the very best in his new role and I’m certain I’ll come
across most of you somewhere, sometime!
Regards and best wishes to all.
John Smee
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AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
SA

ACT
The ACT Branch this year held its Christmas lunch at the
Ainslie Football Club. Although numbers were down on
previous lunches a good time was had by all.

ACT Members at the Christmas Luncheon.

ANZAC DAY
Dawn Service; The Dawn Service commences at 05:30 in
front of the War Memorial. It is suggested that visitors
should arrive from 4.30am onwards.
ANZAC Day March; The march will commence at 10:15
and form up will be on ANZAC Parade. We march with
the RAR Association which will be position 43. I suggest
you arrive early as a large crowd is expected, so parking
will be scarce.
Bernie Pye

The country towns of Kadina, Wallaroo and Moonta in
South Australia conduct a bi-annual festival called the
Kernewek Lowender Festival to celebrate their Cornish
History. These towns were populated by Cornish miners
in the late 1800s in search of copper. Part of the weeklong festival is the Dressing of the Graves ceremony
where a handful of sites are selected for attention. This
involves local citizens, school children, choir and when it
comes to War Veterans, the local RSL.
This year one of the selected is our Sergeant Bernie
Smith KIA. He completed the first tour, and then returned
on the second tour where he was killed in action in a mine
field. We have been invited to be involved as part of the
Dressing of the Graves with the family, other members of
the public and other ex-serviceman.
This will take place at the Wallaroo Cemetery on the
Wednesday 20th of May 2015 at 11.30 am.
At this stage Mike von Berg and I will be in attendance
and be involved in the Dressing along with other ex-5RAR
members from the area.
The Wallaroo RSL will complete the proceedings with the
Ode and Last Post. We look forward to as much support
as possible from our TIGER members.
From the Croweater Tigers who attended the recent reunion may I pass on our thanks for a great show, well
organized and just a pleasure to be there.

QLD
th

Well, it was a successful 50 Anniversary Reunion on the
Gold Coast, thanks largely to Bruce Schmidtchen and his
team. The bench mark has been set, and it’s going to be
a hard act to follow. Any suggestions for the next reunion?
I hope some fellow Tigers have followed up on the Exercise Physiology Program that I wrote about in the December 2014 issue TT. It’s a good way to get and stay fit for
future events.
ANZAC Day
Form-up for the city march is from 09:30 hrs in the usual
location on George Street between Charlotte and Mary
Streets.

Coupled with the wonderful Tweed Heads accommodation it was one of the best organized shows we have had,
well done the organizers.
Mos Hancock

NSW
After the Association Annual General Meeting we had an
informal quick meeting to introduce myself and meet
those I did not know. I asked if there was anyone who
wanted to put their name forward to be the NSW Rep the
answer was no. So I am proud to carry on as your representative.

While the official march is timed to step off at 1000 hrs it
will probably be at least 1100 hrs before RAR groups step
off.

To help with communication between us Michael Harmer
and Doc Lloyd have volunteered to help, so I guess that
is a committee of sorts. More to come later on how this
will help.

After the march, most RAR veterans go to the Pig 'n'
Whistle in Eagle Street at the Riverside Centre, although
some will head for the Grand Central Hotel in Ann St, opposite ANZAC Square.

ANZAC Day in Sydney this year is no change, Form Up
Bligh St 10:30 not 11:00, function at the Crown Hotel,
Elizabeth St, straight down from where we finish the
march.

Paul Foley

Barney Ruttle

DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions
held by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor.
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HOLIDAY—BLIND AUCTION

AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
VIC
Sunday morning, 01 March marked the actual 50th Anniversary of the formation of The Fifth Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, and members of the 5 RAR Association
held the Commemoration Service in the Twin Towns,
Club Building. I was seated towards the back of the auditorium – enjoying an overview. The Regimental Colours
took pride of place on centre stage; former RSM 'Brasso'
Bamblett was in control as the MC; the dignitaries were
all seated in the front row, and immediately behind them a
sea of familiar faces (or more correctly, a sea of familiar
backs of heads).
You may recall the scene towards the end of the movie
‘Zulu’ where the Colour Sergeant calls the roll. As each
name is called the soldier responds with "Sir" – now and
again there is no response, an indication that yet another
soldier was killed defending the Mission Station at
Rorke's Drift in January 1879.
All of a sudden I was that Colour Sergeant mentally calling the roll, there they all were in front of me – the backs
of heads belonged to Alan McNulty DCM, Bob Trenear,
Don Treloar, Dick Criss, Daryl McCombe, Tony Speelman
(Second tour), Ron Shoebridge, Paddy O'Shea, Stretch
Bryan, Warren Pearson, Bob Naumann, Wally Magalas,
Mike von Berg and so many others.

During the ‘Meet ‘n’ Greet’ function at the 50th Anniversary Reunion, Doug Holmes (2 Platoon, A Company
1969) handed me a voucher for a golf and accommodation package in the Forster/Tuncurry area of NSW.
It has been decided to run a Blind Auction, with the proceeds going to the 5 RAR Association Funds.
The voucher entitles the successful bidder to 4 Social Rounds of Golf (18 holes)
at either the Forster or Tuncurry Course,
(http://www.forstertuncurrygolf.com.au/)
including Golf Carts, being valid to 28
February, 2016.
The accommodation is for 3 nights, for up
to 4 persons, in a 3 Bedroom Cottage at
the Forster Holliday Village in Forster,
(http://www.forsterholidayvillage.com.au/)
valid to 28 February 2016 (School Holidays excepted).
The total is valued at over $750 and would be suitable for
4 mates, 2 couples or a family, golfers or not.
If you wish to bid on this package, place your bid into an
envelope with your contact details and post it to;
The Secretary, 5 RAR Association, 182 Taren Point Rd,
CARINGBAH, NSW, 2229.
All bids must be received at the above address by 30
April 2015, when the envelopes will be opened and the
member with the highest bid notified.

Then (again in my mind) there were the silences; the awful silences – Bob Milligan, Bill Cavanagh, Geoff Levey,
Doug Healey, 'Titch' Tomas, Stan Brett, Bernie Smith and
far too many others to mention who had all died or been
killed long before their time.

Our thanks are extended to Doug, the Forster/Tuncurry
Golf Club and to the Forster Holiday Village for the donation of this terrific holiday package. I am sure that one of
our members will spend an enjoyable holiday in this fantastic region.

Other silences were those, still alive but not well enough
to attend, who I know were with us in true spirit. "Bilston
— John Bilston, you're present, I just saw you – answer
when you're called." "Yes Colour Sergeant" – "Answer
'Sir' – remember Officer on Parade." — "Sir". "That's better."

Gary Townsend

ANZAC DAY
FUP: 10:15hrs in Collins Street between the Athenaeum
and the Regent Theatres, Step Off: 10:45 hrs. This year,
4 RAR is leading the March followed by 5 RAR etc with 3
RAR bringing up the rear.
Doug Bishop
Quote: “I have been to war, and it has created a chasm
between me and those who have not.”
"Louis de Bernieres Captain Corelli's Mandolin”
Tiger Tales is printed and distributed, for
5 RAR Association, by The Pack Factory,
169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS,
NSW, 2209. Graeme Tooth, the principal
of The Pack Factory, is a veteran of 5
RAR’s 1969-70 tour of South Vietnam.

IN FLANDERS FIELD
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
LTCOL John McCrae, MD, Canadian Army 1872-1918
Reunion photos by H.M. Photographics.
To view photos go to www.goldcoastphoto.com.au
follow the instructions, the password is PHOTO

THE COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE

A view of some of the attendees at the Commemorative Service in the
Twin Towns Auditorium.

Father Tom Shanahan OAM calls
the congregation to Prayer,

Robert Brett MC and Roy ‘Zeke’ Mundine
OAM recite the names of the Fallen

The Master of Ceremonies,
Brian Bamblett

James Campbell DFC gives the
Scripture Reading

COL Richard Barrett with his
Commemorative Address

Roger Wainwright and Colin Kahn DSO
AM accept Wreaths to be laid on behalf
of the 5 RAR Association

Barry Warburton and John Harris accept a Wreath,
from CPL Todd Dovey, to be laid in memory of
Graham Warburton
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Ron Shoebridge and Tony Poole
move to lay a Wreath in memory of
Michael Poole

COL Richard Barrett lays a
Wreath on behalf of the
5th Battalion RAR

Jeffrey and Dan Linton
about to lay a Wreath in
memory of Mathew Linton

Roger Wainwright gives the
Welcome Address

Colin Cogswell MM and Michael
von Berg MC recite the names of
the Fallen

MAJGEN Stuart Smith AO DSC
accepts a Wreath to be laid on
behalf the Next of Kin.

John Burridge MG recites
‘The Ode’

PTE Ryan Lee, the Champion Soldier of 5 RAR, gave a presentation on ‘The Colours of 5 RAR’ and then revealed them
to all those in attendance. Unfortunately the reunion photographer was late and we have no pictorial record of this.
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GALLIPOLI TRIP and ATATURK

Kay and I did the 8 hour return trip to Gallipoli from Istanbul. It was a very long and emotional day but a wonderful
experience.
We booked the tour through a Travel Agent in Istanbul.
After lunch we met up with the English speaking tour
guide. He was very informative and passionate about the
story of Gallipoli.
Standing on the landing beach, ANZAC Cove, which is
only 8-10 metres wide, looking up at the terrain, it is hard
to imagine our troops being given the order to advance
up those steep slopes.
The trenches are still
very apparent even
after 100 years and
seeing these it tells
how close the battle
lines were in fighting
the Turks.
We visited various battle areas including The
Nek and Lone Pine
along with participating
country's memorials
and cemeteries.
One appreciates more
the hazards our troops
had to endure by visiting this sight.

ATATÜRK (MUSTAFA KEMAL)
Atatürk was born Mustafa Kemal at Salonika (now Thessalonika, Greece). After graduating from the military
academy in Constantinople (Istanbul), Kemal pursued his
military career with the Turkish Army in Syria. A member
of the Young Turk revolutionary movement which deposed the Sultan in 1909, he took part in the war of 1911
–1912 against Italy in Libya. During the Second Balkan
War in 1913 he became the chief of staff of the army in
the Gallipoli Peninsula, until posted as military attaché at
the Turkish embassy in Sofia, Bulgaria.
Kemal returned to Gallipoli in 1915 as commander of the 19th Division, the main reserve of the Turkish Fifth Army, and was
thus on hand to oppose the Anzac landing
in April. His superb grasp of strategy and
ability to inspire his troops by his reckless
bravery in action boosted Turkish morale
and proved decisive in thwarting allied
plans. Given command of all Turkish forces
fighting in the Anafarta sector from Chunuk
Bair to Suvla Bay, he was granted the title
of Pasha after the August battles there.
After commanding in the Caucasus, Kemal
was at the head of Seventh Army in Palestine during the final allied offensive which
defeated Turkey in 1918.

The anti-Ottoman government bestowed
the title of Ghazi (victorious) on Kemal as
he had the vision to bring Turkey on par
If good planning is the
with twentieth–century western countries.
key to success, the
Turkey became a republic in 1923 and KeDardanelles campaign
mal became the first president. During his
was a failure before it
15-year rule, many sweeping changes
even started.
were introduced to the political, legal and
As the ANZACs contin- Warren at the Lone Pine Memorial to the 5th Battalion AIF. socioeconomic fields. He was an immortal
hero to his people and an extraordinary
ued training for an unleader and peacemaker. Kemal said in 1933, "I look to
certain mission, supporting the British Navy in the Dardathe world with an open heart full of pure feelings and
nelles, military orders in London were being issued with a
friendship". In 1934, he accepted the title "Atatürk" (father
remarkable lack of clarity and detail.
of the Turks).
On March 12, British General, Sir Ian Hamilton was sumIn 1934 Atatürk wrote a tribute to the ANZACs killed at
moned by the Minister for War Lord Kitchener to lead BritGallipoli, it is engraved on a Memorial at Turakena Bay:
ish, French, Australian and New Zealand troops into Turkey.
It was delivered in 20 words with little expectation of
questions.
His knowledge of the Dardanelles was nil, of the Turks
nil, of the strength of our own forces next to nil.
No-one thought the Turks would put up much of a fight
either way.
Within a month the reality would be very different.
The Australian and New Zealand Officers and men, including our own General Monash, were often put in perilous situations and overruled by The British hierarchy.
Warren Pearson
C Coy 1966-67

““Those heroes that shed their blood
And lost their lives...
You are now lying in the soil of a friendly country.
Therefore rest in peace.
There is no difference between the Johnnies,
And the Mehmets to us where they lie side by side
Now here in this country of ours...
You, the mothers,
Who sent their sons from faraway countries
Wipe away your tears;
Your sons are now lying in our bosom
And are in peace.
After having lost their lives on this land they have
Become our sons as well.”

WELCOME AND SUB-UNIT FUCTIONS
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Editors Note: The photos shown in this issue were randomly supplied by the Reunion Photographer, I had no control over the ones received.
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50th ANNIVERSARY DINNER PHOTOS

The Reunion Committee

HERO OF VIETNAM WAR PACKS
PLENTY INTO LIFE
Last month, Sunshine
Coast war veteran and
former helicopter pilot
Jim Campbell attended
the 50th Anniversary
Reunion of 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment. He
caught up with old
mates such as Tony
White, who was the battalion's doctor when Mr
Campbell flew him to
treat wounded soldiers after a major landmine explosion
during the Vietnam War. Mr Campbell was awarded a
DFC (Distinguished Flying Cross) for his actions. Mr
Campbell gave the Scripture Reading at the Commemorative Service of the Anniversary Celebrations. KERRY
WHITE reveals more about the man.
After 49 years as a helicopter pilot - including war service,
negotiating the mountains of Papua New Guinea and being chief pilot for an emergency and rescue service - retirement might seem like a time for gardening, caravanning or just putting the feet up.
Not for Jim Campbell, DFC. For him, hiking the Kokoda
Track and riding through Europe on a Second World Warvintage motor-bike sounded much more interesting.
Mr Campbell - always a non-smoker and non-drinker sees nothing of the celebrity in his remarkable life. His life
story seems to have been one of always looking for
"other things" to do.
After completing Junior level (Year 10) he left school in
1953 at age 15 to join the Army and become a "spanner", as members of the RAEME (Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers) corps are slanged. He
went on to be the first Army apprentice to become an
Army pilot, and even more significantly the first Army pilot
to be awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross since 1918.
In Vietnam on February 21, 1967, during Operation Renmark, Mr Campbell responded to the mayhem caused by
two explosions, flying a doctor into a horrific scene in the
Long Hai mountains in his Sioux Al-404 Bell 47 helicopter
- an aircraft similar to the bubble-nose model aircraft
made famous in the MASH TV series. After an armoured
personnel carrier was blown apart by a landmine, medics
and others rushing to render aid were hit by another
mine, resulting in nine deaths and 22 wounded - a shattering day for B Company, 5 RAR.
Mr Campbell's award citation reads: "At great personal
risk Captain Campbell flew a medical officer to the scene
of the mine explosions and landed in the minefield knowing full well that he and his helicopter could be destroyed
by a mine explosion triggered by the helicopters skids or
the down blast of the rotors. He chose to do this so that
by quick evacuation the lives of the more seriously
wounded might be saved.
"With complete disregard for his own safety, Captain
Campbell landed time after time in the minefield in order
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to evacuate the wounded to another landing point from
which it was considered safe for large Royal Australian
Air Force helicopters to operate and thus remove the
wounded to hospital.”
"By his skill, fortitude and special efforts to lift out the
wounded at all costs, Captain Campbell set an outstanding example as a soldier, as an Army pilot and his
actions reflect great credit on himself, his unit and Army
aviation."
Mr Campbell recalled later: "I felt it was part of my Job
and with little thought for the dangerous situation. I didn't
hesitate to carry out the evacuations."
Mr Campbell was serving as a mechanic with an Infantry
battalion in Malaya when his potential to be a helicopter
pilot was noticed. He had already gained a fixed-wing
licence in his own lime and flying was a hobby.
His first posting as an Army pilot was with a United Nations unit in Irian Jaya (now West New Guinea). Before
being posted to Vietnam in 1966 he trained as an instructor in the US.
After Vietnam he served in PNG and had another year in
the US before resigning from the Army In 1979.
One of his last "missions" with the Army was to fly the
same Sioux Bell 47 he piloted in Vietnam, from the Army
Aviation Centre at Oakey near Toowoomba to the Australian War Memorial in Canberra for display.
Then he ended up in another pioneering role, becoming
involved with establishing the Sunshine Coast Helicopter
Rescue Service - believed to be Australia's longest running community-based, not-for-profit helicopter operation
-as both founding chief pilot and CEO. After retiring from
flying in 2005 he took on two land-based adventures - the
Kokoda Track and, at the age of 73, a trip to the Ukraine
to buy a vintage motorbike and ride across part of
Europe.
"A group of 20 of us, mostly older males from a variety of
backgrounds, arrived at a rundown workshop on a former
Soviet airbase to collect the bikes." Mr Campbell recalls.
"They were Russian-built copies of a World War Two
German Army BMW bike with side-car. Mine actually has
a Swastika imprint on the chassis."
He has made a few long trips with the bike back since,
but mainly just rides it around the Sunshine Coast, where
he lives.
At 75 he is a serious "outrigger", rowing annually in the
national titles. He and wife Chris enjoy regular snowskiing trips in Australia and New Zealand, as well as time
with a son and two daughters and three grand-children.
Author Kerry White was a member of B Company, 5 RAR
on that day when Mr Campbell won the DFC. He recalls
seeing the helicopter come in to the site, but only in later
years did he meet Jim Campbell and realise he was that
pilot. Last year, Mr White published an anthology, ‘Poet
from Hell”, which includes a poem about the incident,
‘Carnival is over’.
Courtesy Sunshine Coast Sunday
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IN MEMORIUM

3792840 ROY CHARLES ELLIS
26 November 1946 - 18 November 2014
Sadly we have been notified of the
passing of another Tiger. CPL Roy
Ellis passed away on the morning of
Tuesday 18 November in Sydney. He
was suffering from multiple myeloma,
which is a blood disorder similar to
leukaemia.

1411066 DARRYL MARTIN MORONEY
3 April 1946 - 5 December 2014
It is with sorrow that we have been
advised of the loss of PTE Darryl
‘Butch’ Moroney. Darryl passed away
on Friday 5 December, after fighting a
persistent cancer for some time.

Roy served on the Battalion’s 1969-70
tour of South Vietnam from 2 February
until 3 December 1969, when he was RTA’ed at the end
of his enlistment. He served as a Section Commander
with Trackers, Support Company for the time of his deployment.

Butch was deployed on the Battalion’s
1966-67 tour of South Vietnam from
10 May ‘66 to 12 May ‘67. He was a
member of the Anti-Tank Platoon. He
was then selected for the first Reconnaissance Platoon
when it was formed in the latter half of 1966. Butch was
the forward scout of Bill Harvey’s 61B patrol, a role in
which he excelled

A Funeral Service was celebrated for Roy on Friday 28
November at St Peters Anglican Church, 331 Old South
Head Rd, Watsons Bay, NSW.

Darryl’s Funeral Service was held at Eco Chapel, 21
Quinns Hill Rd, Stapylton, Qld. The service was attended
by some of his Recce Platoon mates.

3794371 LESLIE ERNEST ROWLES
26 March 1948 – 18 December 2014

2781384 GORDON DESMOND MEREDITH
5 March 1945 – 20 December 2014

It is with regret that we note the passing of PTE Leslie ‘Les’ Rowles in Traralgon, VIC. He has had a long battle
with cancer, demonstrating great
courage along the way.
He had a unique Vietnam experience,
at the sharp end in combat operations
and also Civic Action building programmes. Les was heavily involved with building the Ong
Trinh school. He once said, “Skip, I didn’t mind being out
of the bush (combat Ops) but didn’t like being away from
the Platoon”. Such is the connection and mateship forged
in an Infantry Section and Platoon. Les was exceptional in
every way, well liked, dependable and respected.

We have been informed of the passing of LCPL Gordon ‘Mero’ Meredith,
on Saturday 20 December, in Bunbury, WA. Gordon had been significantly incapacitated for quite some
time, due to a severe cerebral haemorrhage and has been cared for by
his wife, Sylvie.
Gordon served as 2IC of 7 Section, 9
Platoon, C Company, for the full term of the Battalion’s
1966-67 deployment to South Vietnam. He will be sadly
missed by his platoon and company mates who served
beside him.

The men who served with Les would like to extend their
sympathies to his wife and family.

It was Gordon’s request that he receive a private cremation and this was carried out in accordance with his
wishes.

4410757 TREVOR WILLIAM HAY
24 September 1946 – 1 February 2015

5716343 JAMES ALBERT REID
24 June 1948 – 14 February 2015

It has sadly been reported that PTE
Trevor ‘Tubby’ Hay passed away on
Sunday 8 February, at Murray Bridge,
SA.
We believe that he had been suffering
ill-health for quite some time and
passed away peacefully at his home.
Tubby served with 3 Platoon, as a forward scout during 5 RAR’s 1966-67 tour. Whenever you
encountered Tubby he was wearing his mischievous
smile and got the job done.
A funeral service was held for Trevor at the Murray Bridge
Bowling Clubrooms, Murray Bridge, on Friday 13 February. After the service, the funeral party moved to the RSL
Section of the Bremer Road Cemetery.

We have been notified, by the son of
PTE James ‘Jim’ Reid, that his father
passed away on Saturday 14 February, in Royal Perth Hospital. Rob
stated that his Dad had been hospitalized due to a terminal illness.
On 24 January 1970, Jim a forward
scout, was part of 7 Platoon ambush,
this was sprung by a heavily laden and well armed enemy. While participating in the clearing patrol, he was
shot from close range by a well concealed, wounded enemy soldier. Jim’s serious wounds meant that he needed
to be returned to Australia for further treatment.
Jim’s graveside service was held at Pinnaroo Valley Memorial Park, Whitfords Ave, Padbury, on Friday 20 February, attended by Hippy Koppen and Andy MacDougal.

IN MEMORIUM
47031 ERROLD FREDERICK PFITZNER AM
9 September 1939 - 9 March 2015
CAPT Fred Pfitzner passed away at
home in Adelaide after a long illness.
Fred served on active service with 3
RAR in Malaya and Borneo. He
joined 5 RAR in February 1967 as
2IC C Coy and then as 2IC D Coy
when the Horseshoe was established.
After 5 RAR returned home he served
on HQ 1 ATF. Fred later became CO
8/9 RAR, Director of Infantry and Commander 6 Bde. He
had an illustrious military career and retired as a Brigadier.
He then ran a cattle stud south of Canberra was very active in Legacy and RAR Association (ACT) as President.
A funeral service was held at Christ Church, North Adelaide on 17 March 2015. Fred is survived by his wife

54332 NICHOLAS DRIMATIS
12 May 1944 - 15 March 2015
We have just heard of the passing of another Tiger, CPL
Nicholas ‘Nick’ Drimatis, he served for the full term of the
1966-67 Tour of Vietnam. Nicholas was a member of the
Australian Army Catering Corps attached to 5 RAR.
On Monday 23 March a Funeral Service for Nicholas was
held in the Greek Orthodox Cathedral, St Constantine
and Helene, Northbridge. This was followed by a Burial
Service at Karrakatta Cemetery.

44506 JOHN FRANCIS MULLEN
06 June 1946 - 3 March 2015
It has come to our attention that PTE John Mullen passed
away on Tuesday 3 March, in South Australia.
John served with ADM Company on the Battalion’s 2nd
Tour of Vietnam from 8 February 1969 to 5 March 1970.
He was buried in the Centennial Park Cemetery Military
Section on Wednesday 17 March.

REUNION MEMORABILIA
If any member is interested in purchasing any of the few
items of the 50th Anniversary Reunion memorabilia that is
available please contact either Gary Townsend, 07 5594
4780, garyt.5rar@gmail.com or Bryan Schafer, 0412 432
464, blues@tadaust.org.au for details.
We have a few caps @ $20, a couple of cooler bags @
$20 and a couple of medium and 1 large reversible vests
@ $45, these prices include postage.

13
2781501 JOHN JESSE KAY
28 March 1945 - 16 March 2015
We have been notified of the passing
of PTE John Kay 16 March. He had
been battling throat cancer for 5 years
after being diagnosed just after the
previous 5 RAR Reunion. It was his
wish to attend this years 50th Reunion,
however he was too ill and was admitted to palliative care in February.

John was a respected machine gunner and a genuine
character in 2 Platoon throughout the Battalion’s 1966-67
Tour of South Vietnam.
John was often visited by 2 Platoon mates when doing
their grey nomad tours to Queensland.
A Funeral Service was held for John on 21 March, at
Gregson & Weight Funeral Directors, 5 Gregson Plc,
Caloundra.

LOST IN WAR
WARBURTON BOYS LIVE ON
IN NEW STREET – WARBUTON WAY
Judith McKenzie (nee Warburton) holds photographs of
her brother Graham 5 RAR, and uncle Ossie 2/21st Battalion AIF. The new street Warburton Way was named in
their honour. In the picture, Judith is accompanied by
Graham’s school friend and fellow Vietnam Veteran Peter
Stapleton 7 RAR whose brother David developed the estate.
Warburton Way is located in the Riverside Estate off Wollaston
Road,
Warrnambool, and
was named after
Oswald
(Ossie)
Warburton
who
died as a prisoner
of war on 10th
March 1945 at the
Japanese Tan Tui
Prisoner Of War
Camp on Ambon
Island, Indonesia,
which was then part
of the Dutch East
Indies, and Ossie’s
nephew
Graham
who was killed in action in Phuc Tuy Province, South
Vietnam on 1st October 1966.
Estate developer David Stapleton said the Warburton’s
lived a block away from his family in Koroit Street and
that he remembers the tough time a lot of people in the
area went through when Graham was killed at age 21.
Courtesy of The Standard,
Warrnambool, 10 February 2015
Editors Note: Graham’s brother Barry and his wife Barbara attended the 50th Anniversary Reunion.
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5 RAR DARWIN REPORTS

CO’S FINAL REPORT

Hello Tigers.

I write this last article to thank
the Association for its excellent
support over my two years in
command. Specifically, I would
like to thank the Patron, BRIG
Khan and the President COL
Wainwright for their support and
guidance throughout my tenure.
Their advice was always sound,
sincere and confidential. I would
also like to thank Brian Budden,
a true benefactor of the Battalion
in the same tradition of the original benefactor W.E.S.
Brennan. Brian has continually provided his services and
support at no cost to the unit. Your ongoing support is
really appreciated.

A lot has happened within our Battalion since my last report. As some of you may be aware, we were awarded
the Champion Unit of the 1st Brigade at the end of last
year. We were quietly confident that this would be the
case, but as always we were mindful of the quality of the
other units within the Brigade including the USMC who
are always very strong competition. Receiving this award
confirmed that we are on the right path and that all members of the Battalion are working towards a common goal.

I would also like to remark on the success of the Gold
Coast reunion. Well done to all of those involved, it was
the most professional of its type that I have seen. The
former RSM WO1 Dale de Kock remarked that if the current generation of veterans can muster half of what was
present on 1 March 2015 we will be doing a good job.

As you are no doubt aware, our incumbent Commanding
Officer has been promoted to Colonel, in preparation for a
deployment to an as yet, unconfirmed location. Colonel
Barrett will be farewelled from the Battalion later this
month. All members of the Battalion wish him the greatest
of success with his new role, and a safe deployment.

It has been an incredible honour to serve as the Commanding Officer of this fine battalion. The Battalion has
achieved a great deal in the last two years, being the first
Ready Battle Group outside of 3 Brigade, conducting numerous overseas engagement activities and of course
winning the Champion Unit of 1 Bde at the end of last
year. The officers and soldiers of the Battalion should all
be very proud of those achievements.

Lieutenant Colonel Paul Shields has been named as the
new Commanding Officer. LTCOL Shields has served in
both 5/7 RAR and 5 RAR. We look forward to his arrival,
as we prepare to enter the Readying Stage of the Force
Generation Cycle.

I hope that the Association can continue to support the
Battalion as we mark our celebrations for the 50th birthday. The RSM and I would like to invite all members of
the Association to join us in Darwin in early November, as
we march through Darwin exercising the Freedom on the
City, marking the 50th anniversary of when the Battalion
first went on parade on 5 November 1965. The Governor
General has accepted our invitation to review the parade.
Former members of the Battalion will be invited to form
their own company and march with us.
The November celebrations will also include the reopening of the Battalion Museum, the re-dedication of the
Memorial Plaques and the Battalion Ball on Fri 6 Nov 15
at the Darwin Entertainment Centre.
The new CO LTCOL Paul Shields has marched in and he
comes with a wealth of experience within the Battalion
and across Army and the ADF. He will take the Battalion
forward into the Readying Phase of the Army’s new Force
Generation Cycle, and will be poised to respond to the
range of dynamic opportunities that are likely to be presented to the Battalion over the new few years. Please
provide him the welcome and support that you have given
me.
I encourage everyone to keep in touch, and to say g'day
as our paths cross over the years.

Since returning to work, we have been incredibly busy. As
I write this, we have soldiers in South Australia, Canberra
and New South Wales participating in courses, or providing support to wider Army. Whilst this has left us somewhat light on the ground, we still remain committed to
meeting any and all challenges and tasks that are put
before us.

This year will see continued partnership with the USMC.
The Marine Rotational Force - Darwin (simply called MRF
-D), will begin arriving towards the end of this month, with
all elements having arrived by mid April. Last year, we
had a Company attached to us for ANZAC Day which
was a unique experience for them. There were numerous
exercises and training opportunities for our soldiers and
theirs (even though they are called Marines, not soldiers)
to exchange training ideologies and experiences, which I
feel was a success. I look forward to seeing this opportunity built upon, and continued espirit de corps and mateship generated between sister rifle companies of diggers
and leathernecks.
It was a great opportunity to be able to attend the 50th
Anniversary Dinner held on the Gold Coast recently. COL
Barrett, LT John Moulton (Senior Subaltern), CPL Todd
Dovey (Warr-Khan Trophy Recipient 2014), PTE Ryan
Lee (Champion Soldier 2014) and I were honoured to
attend. We had a fantastic experience, seeing first hand
the pride that all members past and present have in the
Tiger Battalion. It was great to be able to meet Brian
Bamblett, as he and I have been conversing over many
weeks about the weekend. To all members associated
with planning and executing the activities, I feel that you
can be proud of your achievements.
We felt privileged to be able to share
the occasion with you and thank you
for the opportunity to represent the
unit.
Duty First.

Duty First
COL Richard Barrett, CO

WO1 Rod Rootham, RSM

5 RAR DARWIN REPORTS - Cont.
Bravo Company Report
2015 promises to be another busy year for Bravo Company and it only took a few weeks for tempo to rapidly
increase as the Company switched from mandatory training and integration of the many new faces to Emergency
Support Force (ESF) planning and coordination of upcoming training objectives. Bravo Company has welcomed a new OC – MAJ Paul Carter and new CSM –
WO2 Chris Wiedner as well as a number of new platoon
commanders and platoon sergeants.
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tempo and challenges presented by the upcoming Readying phase.
MAJ Paul Carter

Charlie Company Report
Charlie Company has already achieved a great deal in
the short amount of time that the 2015 training year has
offered, including induction training, Warfighter Conferences, Courses, Camps and individual soldier training.

Bravo Company has the lead on ESF until handover
within the Brigade in mid April 2015. With Cyclone Lam
threatening the Northern Territory’s North Eastern approaches in early March, the ESF was reduced to six
hours notice to move and postured to respond to any Defence Assistance to the Civil Community (DACC) tasks
requested by the Northern Territory Emergency Services.
Thankfully for the communities of Nhulunbuy and Milingimby, damage and flooding caused by Cyclone Lam
wasn’t to the scale as predicted and the ESF was not required to deploy.
With some careful planning, Bravo Company has been
able to manage the never ending support requirements
consistent with the Reset phase and training requirements in preparation for upcoming exercises. Bravo Company currently has representation on recon, sniper, direct
fire support weapons, mortar, assault pioneer and combat
first aid courses in order to develop our individual soldiers
and support the building of the 5th Battalion’s specialist
capabilities. Despite this significant contribution, the remainder of the Company has planned and executed
some quality training at the section and platoon level.
This has included improving our basic individual skills
such as marksmanship and navigation and developing
robust section and platoon conventional and urban SOPs.
Bravo Company quickly shifted focus to Exercise VIGILANT SCIMITAR, the 16 Aviation Brigade certification
exercise. Bravo Company was tasked to provide an infantry company to support combined arms air-mobile operations within the local area and for extended range tasks to
Mount Bundey and Delamere training areas. Exercise
VIGILANT SCIMITAR provided Bravo Company with an
unprecedented opportunity for platoon and company airmobile operations utilising MRH-90 and CH-47 in a combined arms context.
After a busy start to 2015 and some good opportunities to
shake-out and develop robust SOPs, the men and
women of Bravo Company look forward to the increased

PTE Dinon and PTE Abela practice their newly taught Sustained
Fire Machine Gun (SFMG) skills on the DFSW Basic Course at Edinburgh Barracks.

The Coy welcomed its new commander, MAJ Jarrod
Brook, who posted to the Battalion from the Royal Military
College–Duntroon. The new Company Sergeant Major is
WO2 Craig Thomson, who arrived from 10th/27th Battalion, the Royal South Australian Regiment. They joined
the Coy 2IC CAPT Cameron Clarke, a former C Coy Platoon Commander, to form the Company Headquarters for
2015.
The Platoon Headquarters have also formed new command teams, with LT Josh Rousseau joining 7 Platoon
alongside SGT Ben Trewartha, and SGT Dan Crosbie
joining LT Mark Wilson in 8 Platoon. They will work with
LT Jacob Malouf and SGT Terry Black, who will be remaining with 9 Platoon throughout 2015.
Training to date in 2015 has seen a large number of the
Coy’s members move south to Adelaide in order to par(Continued on page 16)

Bravo Company
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5 RAR DARWIN REPORTS - Cont.

(Continued from page 15)
ticipate in the Battalion’s Support Company Basic
Courses. On these courses, C Coy soldiers have been
learning a variety of specialist skills, such as use of the
81mm mortar, conducting close target reconnaissance in
a recon patrol and the employment of the heavy weapons
of Direct Fire Support Weapons (DFSW) platoon. These
new skills will give the soldiers valuable experience to
take into C Coy’s activities during the remainder of 2015.
For the rest of the Coy who remained in Darwin, there
was still a lot of training to accomplish. The Coy conducted a marksmanship week in late February, where
application of fire and basic soldier skills were tested. Between their shooting serials, C Coy members participated
in concurrent training, focussing on All Arms Call For Fire,
first aid and infantry minor tactics. This activity gave the
Coy’s soldiers a good foundation for the upcoming training activities planned for 2015.
The busy schedule for the Coy will continue with some
worthwhile and testing activities scheduled throughout the
remainder of the year. C Coy will be working closely with
the Marine Rotational Force-Darwin contingent in 2015,
with the Coy attached to the Marines for Ex HAMEL. This
will see the soldiers of C Coy working alongside their
American counterparts as the Opposing Force in Bradshaw, as well as participating in a series of training activities with the United States Marine Corps. In addition, the
Coy will participate in the usual series of Battalion Predator exercises and conduct a range of internal training,
including full mission profile scenarios at Kangaroo Flats
and Robertson Barracks.

The focus of the training covered all aspects of a Cordon
and Search operation, with the soldiers being taught how
to setup Outer Cordon Vehicle Checkpoints (VCP), Inner
Cordon blocking forces and the culminating activity being
a blank fire Clearance and Search of an urban facility.
On the final day, during the culminating activity of the urban clearance, Charlie Company was lucky enough to
welcome an ex-Adjutant of 5 RAR, Peter Isaacs, to inspect the training. Mr Isaacs was given an all access
pass to the training, being invited to follow a Section
through the close confines of the facility as they cleared
and searched for High Value Targets (HVTs). On arriving
at the range it was clear Mr Isaacs was keen to get inside
and check out the soldiers’ drills. He showed little regard
for the current 5 RAR Adjutant’s instruction to ensure he
used hearing protection whilst inside, as he pocketed the
yellow ear buds and raced off towards the building entry
point, informing that “if I haven’t gone deaf yet, this sure
won’t make me”.
On completion of the training package some of the soldiers were given a great opportunity to have a chat with
Mr Isaacs and gain some perspective and knowledge
from such a well experienced veteran and ex-5 RAR
member. Mr Isaacs took the opportunity to encourage the
soldiers to appreciate the times they will have at 5 RAR,
and to consider joining the 5 RAR Association so that,
even after they discharge from the Australian Army, they
can still be part of the Unit and continue its rich history
and traditions.

2015 will be an exciting year for C Coy, with a range of
activities already completed and opportunities for some
tough, unique and worthwhile training in the months to
follow.

Overall the soldiers of Charlie Company 5 RAR learnt a
lot and were given a great opportunity to enhance their
skills, both through section level training and also by listening to a great 5 RAR veteran, ex-Adjutant Peter
Isaacs.

CAPT Cameron Clarke

LT Joshua Rousseau

C Coy Cordon and Search and ex-Adjutant visit

Delta Company - Reapers

Between the 9th and 12th of March 2015, Charlie Company of the 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment
(RAR) began an introductory Cordon and Search training
package designed to enhance the Company’s Section
level drills and Tactics, Techniques and Procedures (TTP),
ready for future operations and exercises. The training
was conducted at the Robertson Barracks Close Training
Area (CTA) range, with the soldiers making a 5 km march
out to the range each morning and back every evening.

The commencement of 2015 saw a complete change of
Company Headquarters with MAJ Joel Waterhouse assuming command of D COY. The subordinate roles were
filled by CAPT Lee Ryschka (2IC) and WO2 Robert Gasson (CSM). Arguably the company HQ has never looked
this good.
The company is currently manning two platoons; this is
due to positioning within the reset phase of Army’s force
generation cycle. However, manning is likely to increase
with new march-ins around mid March and again towards
mid year when the Battalion progresses into the readying
phase.
Training
The first third of the year has D Coy involved in a variety
of activities. Firstly, the professional development of most
of its soldiers through support courses; although in the
short term this has some impact on company collective
training, in the long term it will deliver enhanced individual
soldiers providing an increase to company collective capability.

Peter Isaacs and some of the C Coy members

5 RAR DARWIN REPORTS - Cont.
Secondly, in conjunction with the Battalion courses period
the remainder of the company has been allocated to assist in a number of opposition forces roles in support of
officer training at the Royal Military College – Duntroon
with exercises conducted in Cultana and Puckapunyal.
These tasks range from section to company minus enemy
roles and help mould Army’s decision makers through red
force / blue force training.
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2015. It has also farewelled SGT Brendan Ashley on discharge from Army; he is transitioning to take up an appointment as a home maker. The company extends it
gratitude to SGT Ashley for his service and dedication
and wishes him all the best in his future employment.
CAPT Lee Ryschka, 2IC D Coy

Logistics Coy
It has been a busy start to 2015 for Logistics Company.
With initial handover stock takes completed and the deployment of a quarter of the Company to Courses Camp
in Cultana, it has been all hands on deck.

LTCOL Martin Susilo and MAJ Joel Waterhouse sign the initial
planning agreement for Ex Wirra Jaya 15.

Finally, the company has been allocated to conduct Ex
WIRRA JAYA 15 towards the end of the year, located in
Indonesia. In early March, the OC and 2IC attended an
initial planning conference for this activity in Bandung,
West Java. The focus of the activity will be the cross
training of soldiers in a variety of mechanised and light
infantry tactics. D Coy looks forward to the opportunity to
further develop the relationship between Indonesian and
Australian Forces.
11 Platoon Diaries
11 Platoon kicked off 2015 in fine form with the lads returning to work after a well earned break. We bade farewell to SGT Craig Baker and welcomed Dave Lomax as
the new Platoon Sergeant. Along with the arrival of Maxi,
11 Platoon welcomed Corporals’ James Bannon, Luke
Ryder, Cameron Hembling and new to the Platoon but
not the Company, Steven ‘Pies’ Bryant.
The team quickly settled into a routine consisting of double periods of PT setting a high standard and expectations for the rest of 2015. The hard PT not only set a good
standard among the Platoon, but helped physically prepare those heading to Courses Camp 15 in South Australia.
11 Platoon has a busy year ahead supporting activities,
and preparing for international training opportunities. As
always, Reaper’s Raiders are looking forward to a challenge and can’t wait to get stuck in, in 2015.
CQ Horrors
On the Q side 2015 started of with the usual HOTO from
the previous OC to the new OC; this was done with a
hundred percent stock take. As done in the past every
thing was laid out for the OC to come around and check
out the condition of his newly acquired stores and count
all items that he would now call his own equipment. Every
thing went to plan with only 2 adjustments being made.
Farewells
The company has farewelled a number of personnel to
internal and external postings from the change of 2014 /

Whilst in Adelaide for courses camp 2015, Logistics Company personnel have been supporting the Direct Fire
Support Weapons and Mortar courses with both transport
and fitter armourer support. During the conduct of these
tasks, we have been able to observe how the weapon
systems are employed by the infantrymen on the ground
and the effect that these specialist weapon systems
achieve when fired live.
We have made the most of our time in Adelaide. Log Coy
personnel have provided transport support to Warradale
and Keswick Barracks so displays could be conducted for
recruiting and community engagement activities. We had
the opportunity to practice our convoy driving to different
locations in varying traffic conditions in vast contrast to
what we were used to driving in and around Palmerston,
Robertson Barracks and Kangaroo Flats. This proved to
be constructive training as all members involved now
have a better understanding of Transport SOP's and convoy procedures. The transit and bus drivers have been
extremely busy doing shuttles to and from the Adelaide
Airport from RAAF Edinburgh, and could now do the trip
almost blind folded.
During our time south we have been well resourced, with
our vehicle fleet and weapons being well maintained by
the RAEME crew. This is a reflection of the hard
work that all equipment operators and maintainers have
put in, ensuring that inspections and maintenance is being carried out regularly.
Currently the members from Logistics Company are working to ensure all vehicles, equipment and stores are properly prepared, loaded and maintained for the move back
to Robertson Barracks.
The courses camp 2015 has reaffirmed our strong ties
with 7 RAR. We have worked closely together and even
though we operate in the same manner, both units have
gained valuable logistics knowledge from each other.
CPL Quigley, TPT PL, 5 RAR

5 RAR OPS Cell Update
The 5 RAR Operations Cell has started 2015 with a busy
tempo preparing for a year of change within 1 Brigade. In
mid-2015 5 RAR will enter the readying phase of the
force generation cycle, which will result in a sharp increase in training, resources and personnel in preparation
(Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 17)
for 1 Brigade becoming the Ready Brigade.
Importantly, 2015 is also the 50th Birthday of the 5th Battalion and the unit will spend the year celebrating. At the
end of February the CO and RSM attended the 5 RAR
Association anniversary reunion on the Gold Coast to
celebrate the anniversary. The presence of the Colours at
the celebrations enhanced the event and made it even
more memorable and enjoyable.
The training year started early, and in order to make sure
the Battalion is well prepared for the start of readying
courses 5 RAR has run reconnaissance, mortar, direct
fire support weapons, signals and assault pioneer
courses at RAAF Edinburgh and Cultana in South Australia, and Robertson Barracks in Darwin.
The first exercise of 2015 was in February which involved
members of the Support Company assisting 75 Squadron
RAAF (F/A-18) at Katherine to prepare for operations in
the Middle East. The soldiers of 5 RAR enjoyed learning
about the capabilities of the Hornets and seeing the
RAAF combat control teams guiding the aircraft from the
ground.
As part of the Army’s roll out of new digital communications systems Brigade command post exercise was conducted at Robertson Barracks. The exercise introduced
the Battalion to this new capability, brought the Signals
Platoon into the digital age and put the Battalion Command Post through its paces.
The first major field exercise of 2015 for 5 RAR will happen in May, and will be the last step in the unit preparation for the transition to the readying phase of the force
generation cycle. It will also be the first chance for many
of the new members of 5 RAR to work with the United
States Marine Corps (USMC) in the Northern Territory.
This year the Marine Rotational Force-Darwin will be provided by the 1st Battalion, 4th Marines.
Exercise Talisman Sabre is a series of joint exercises
conducted biennially by the ADF and the US Military
across Northern Australia, the Coral Sea, and Hawaii.
This year in July 5 RAR will work alongside the USMC
and the US Navy in far-Northern Australia in a conventional infantry role, as well as providing additional capability on the east coast at Shoalwater Bay for the exercise
control.

Platoon has been joined
by SGT Scott Barry, Signals Platoon by CAPT
Alex Bowyer and Direct
Fire Support Weapons
(DFSW) Platoon by LT
Sam Vickery.
Many soldiers of SPT Coy
came back to work after
leave and almost immediately left for RAAF Base
Edinburgh in Adelaide to
Soldiers on the Basic Mortar run the Courses Camp
Course carry out line drills.
2015. 5 RAR is running a
basic mortar course and one half of a double-panel basic
DFSW course. The Battalion also has students on the 7
RAR basic recon course and has contributed instructors
to it.
Highlights to come from the courses include the live firing
of two Javelin anti-armoured missiles on the DFSW
course, live fire fighting withdrawals on the recon course,
and firing plenty of high explosive rounds on the mortars
course. The courses are demanding and trainees have
had to work hard, but many are showing that they are well
-suited to employment in specialist platoons.
As the Battalion transitions into the readying phase midyear, the specialist platoons will have certain training they
need to achieve. For Mortar Platoon, this will mean conducting demanding live fire shoots in the second half of
the year such as danger close procedures. DFSW Platoon will focus on its anti-armour role this year through
integrated training with 1st Armoured Combat Regiment
(previously 1st Armoured Regiment). Signals Platoon will
continue to focus on the digitisation of the Battalion, running several conversion courses for soldiers to train on
the new digital radio and battlespace management systems. Finally, Recon, Sniper, Surveillance (RSS) Platoon
will focus on digitisation and integrated training with air
and other elements within the 1st Brigade.

2015 will also be a year of overseas engagement with 5
RAR conducting an exercise with the Indonesian Army in
Indonesia, hosting the Royal Malaysian Army on exercise, working regularly with the USMC in barracks and the
field, assisting to train the Timor Leste Army and sending
a contingent to New Caledonia to train with the French
Army.
CAPT Nicholas Wilson

Support Coy
Support Coy has been joined by many new members in
senior positions this year. MAJ Reuben Omaji and WO2
Rohan Free have taken over as OC and CSM. Mortar

Classroom work also forms a large part of SPT Coy courses.

2015 will be a year of challenging and rewarding training
for the soldiers of SPT Coy and will include important
steps towards “ready” status in 2016.
CAPT Chris Hall
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NOTICES
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and
amendments to your contact details should be forwarded to:
Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,
P O Box 5848, Q SUPERCENTRE, QLD, 4218.
07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com
ATTENTION LAWN BOWLERS
If you are a lawn bowler and would like to participate in a
3 day Tournament, from 15th to 17th September 2015, to
be held in Dubbo, NSW.
There is $10,000 in prize
money up for grabs and the
only requirement is that you
are a serving, or ex-serving,
member of the ADF. There
is an Entry Fee of $50 which
includes all games, morning
tea and lunch for 3 days.
If you are interested and would like more information,
please contact, Warren Binney on 0401 863-838.
BEHIND THE WIRE EXHIBITION
‘Behind the Wire’, by Susan Gordon-Brown, is an exhibition about Vietnam veterans, their jobs and their experiences, in their own words.
It is made up of photographs and story-boards of 50 service men and women, from a wide range of ranks and
jobs, about their experiences in Vietnam and in their later
life. Tiger Battalion members made up 10 of the 50 that
were interviewed.
This exhibition can be seen in Mt Gambier at the Riddoch
Art Gallery, from 17 April - 10 May, 1 Bay Road, Mount
Gambier, SA, Ph: 08 8723 9566. Entry is free.
Behind The Wire will also be exhibited at the State Library
of Western Australia, from 7 Aug to 27 Sept 2015.
Also available is ‘Behind the Wire’, the book, is a full colour paperback, 210mmx 210mm, 124 pages, with the
complete stories as they appear in the exhibitions, along
with a map and glossary. There are also two introductory
essays. One by Alan Attwood, journalist and editor of the
Big Issue and another by Bruce Davies, author and Vietnam veteran.
$38.50 plus $5 postage within Australia. It is available on
the website www.behindthewire.com.au or people can
email Susan directly info@susangordonbrown.com.au to
organise bank payments.
Quote: “Leadership accounts for something of course, but
it cannot succeed without the spirit, elan and morale of
those led. Therefore I count myself the most fortunate of
men in having been placed at the head of the finest fighting machine the world has ever known.”
"General Sir John Monash, of the Australian forces of the
First World War, in the Melbourne Argus, 1927”

2014 5RAR ASSOCIATION
WEBSITE REPORT








Total Sessions: 142,161
Total Visitors: 106,601
298,750 pages were viewed
Average visitors per day: 406
Anzac Day visitors: 3,069
Remembrance Day Visitors: 1,896
202 Countries & Territories visited the website in
2014
 The only 9 countries who did not visit were 7 countries in Central Africa, Greenland & North Korea
Top 10 Countries
1. Aust 58,000
2. USA 35,000
3. UK 11,000
4. India 10,000
5. Canada
6. Germany
7. New Zealand
8. Spain
9. France
10. Thailand

Top 10 Pages
1. Booby Traps Vietnam
War
2. Aust Infantry Small Arms
3. The Ode
4. Vale Page
5. Image Galleries Vietnam
and Afghanistan
6. Nominal Roll both tours
7. Once We Were Soldiers
8. 5RAR Roll of Honour
9. History of the 5th Battalions
10.Poetry From Members

There are 1,208 links to the ’Booby Traps Vietnam War’
page.
There is a total of 3,838 links from other websites linking
to pages on our website.
Finally the biggest attraction to any website is quality content. So I would like to take this opportunity to thank those
members who contributed to our history with articles and
verse. You, who believed the experiences of the 5RAR
veteran was worthy of recording for future generations of
Australians. Because of you, our history has taken on a
human face and there are now a number of schools who
use your website as part of their school curriculum.
Ted Harrison, Webmaster
Editor’s Note: In the late 1990’s there were two websites
linked to the 5 RAR Association. One was established by
Brian London, containing articles and news; and the other
by Ted Harrison, concerning Operations and History.
These two members worked co-operatively together until
the death of Brian in 2003.
Ted was approached by the 5 RAR Association to see if
he would take on the responsibility of being the Webmaster, to which he agreed and has continued to this day.
He combined the two websites into one at
www.5rar.asn.au and has worked tirelessly since that
date, producing a website that is archived as being of
National Significance at the National Library of Australia
and the Australian War Memorial.
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MONKEY BUSINESS

I was lying in a shell scrape only inches deep and more
than half asleep when I felt a weird sensation and looked
up into the tree above me.
Shadowed against the pale night sky and no more than
10 feet away was a body of what was undoubtedly a man
spread-eagled and about to jump on me, at least that’s
what I thought.
I was scared shi ……. Well, really scared anyway.

I didn’t sleep at all that night, my heart was beating so
loud I thought the rest of the platoon would hear it and I
would give away our position. When I mentioned it the
next morning, I became the joke of the whole platoon who
had become used to seeing the monkeys move around at
night.
Oh well, who better than the new bloke to take the ‘piss’
out of.
John ‘Skin’ Skinner

My rifle was right there but I didn’t want to let him know I
was awake before I was sure I could shoot him so very
slowly, I brought the SLR around to a firing position.

(I did get a little of my own back a week or so later but
that’s another story).

It was Operation Surfside in the Long Green and I had
been choppered out from Nui Dat with the re-supply
about April 20, 1969, after having just moved into D Company from 1ARU.

UNIDENTIFIED 1 RAR SOLDIER?

I would have been
among the first reo’s into
5RAR (second tour) and
was placed with 12 Platoon. I’d been at 1ARU
since February and for
the past six weeks, had
been doing night on/night
off TAOR patrols mainly
in the small market gardens around Hoa Long
while waiting to be
posted.
It didn’t take long to fit in
with 12 platoon under 2Lt
Bob Fenwick and Sgt Rod Lees, they were a good bunch
of blokes and the going in the Long Green was fairly
easy.
John Skinner

We had a short contact early one morning when two VC’s
almost walked into our harbour position and a few days
later there were a few rockets which landed not far away
but also not close enough to be a worry, otherwise we
saw very little.
As the ‘new boy’ on the block, I was learning very quickly
how a real infantry platoon worked and as I drew my rifle
up so as to get a shot, I was wondering what I should do.

ThIs Vietnam era photo was
distributed around the Veterans’ networks on the
internet, by RSM 7 Brigade,
it was believed that the soldier was a 1 RAR member
from their 1965-66 tour and
they were trying to identify
him.
When the soldier was identified, it turned out that it
was our own Hayden
‘Goldie’ Gilbank (SPT Coy
1966-67 and BHQ 1969-70)
who was pictured.
On Tuesday 2 December,
WO1 Stephen Coleman and
CAPT William Heck, from 7 Brigade, visited Hayden’s
home to present him with a framed copy of the photograph.
In attendance was at the presentation were Gwenda Gilbank, Phil and Barbara Ahearn, Hayden’s son Bradley
and wife Renee, sister-in-law Janice Matthews and of
course, Hayden’s first grandson, Alby. Gwenda and
Janice supplied those attending morning tea for the occasion.

Why hadn’t the boys on the guns already shot this bloke?
Was it alright to shoot without letting someone know?
What the hell was this bloke doing up a tree right above
me and what the blazes did he think he would achieve by
jumping on me?
Could it be a friendly? All these thoughts were racing
through my mind as I brought the rifle up only to notice a
few other smaller people in other trees and they were
moving – like monkeys.
Big monkeys.
I’d never seen the like. A group of between 20 and 30
monkeys moved through the trees right above our harbour position and the biggest one had stopped right
above me, probably wondering what the hell I was doing.

WO1 Stephen Coleman, Hayden Gilbank and CAPT William Heck at
the presentation of the photo.

