
1 

5 RAR Association Website               www.5rar.asn.au              Webmaster:  Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison      

 

STEADY BOOTS ON THE GROUND 
COPYRIGHT: No part of this publication may be produced without the written permission of the Editorial Committee. 

Issue 56        December 2020 Newsletter of 5th Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment Association (Inc)         We are all Tigers together 

This may be your last Tiger Tales if you have not re-
newed your membership, see page 19 for more details. 

From the rubble of a defeated Japan, to the South-East 
Asian jungles and Middle Eastern deserts, soldiers of the 
Royal Australian Regiment and its forerunners have had 
boots on the ground in all major operations in the past 75 
years. 
Almost 50 years after returning from Vietnam, ex-RAR 
digger and officer Mick von Berg is a testament to many 
infantrymen’s hatred of jungle operations.  

“The rash in your crotch and on your waist burned from 
the salt in your sweat, but you just had to keep going,” he 
said. 
“It was raining so hard you knew the enemy wouldn’t see 
or hear you, but you weren’t able to see or hear them ei-
ther. It was frightening.” 
Mr von Berg was a 1 RAR corporal until 1965, when he 
became a second lieutenant at 5 RAR, commanding 
many of the men he served with as a digger.  
He deployed to Vietnam months later, and established 
the RAR’s first reconnaissance platoon.  
More than 40 soldiers volunteered for the two-week se-
lection course. Mr von Berg took them to the Vung Tau 
sand dunes with senior NCOs from 3 Sqn SASR. 
He ran them until everyone dropped, including himself. 
With basic tactics based on SASR, his team operated up 
to 10km forward of the main troop within artillery range. 
They placed one foot in front of the other, stopped, 
smelled and listened for rustling leaves, a branch snap-
ping or chirping birds – anything to indicate they weren’t 
alone.  
With each step, the platoon’s confidence grew, to the 
point where they only spent one or two nights a month in 
a firm base.  

(Continued on page 2) 

PTE Arlen Treston, of 2 RAR, stands on Radar Mountain overlook-
ing Kabul, Afghanistan, while deployed with FPE-13.  Photo: PTE 
Arlen Treston  

As the flag comes down on the Royal Australian Regiment’s role in Afghanistan, 
PTE Jacob Joseph takes a look at its role over the past 75 years.  

5 RAR Support Company Reconnaissance Platoon Commander 
Michael von Berg about to call in artillery during an enemy con-
tact on Operation Renmark in the Long Hai Mountains in Phuoc 
Tuy province, Vietnam, in 1967.                         Photo: Daryl Henry. 
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“They mentored the Afghans to a good standard,” Pte 
Treston said.  
“We would walk everywhere with them. If it was an out-
side task you’d form a perimeter and let them get on with 
their training.”  
More than 2,000km away, Task Group Taji finished a sim-
ilar mission after five years training and mentoring Iraqi 
security forces.  
1 RAR is still in Kabul on the current FPE-14 rotation, 
however, the Australian flag will not fly at Camp Qargha 
again. 

Courtesy ARMY News 
Editor’s Note: 5 RAR took part in one Battalion deploy-
ment and several sub-unit deployments to Afghanistan. 
Additionally there has been a Battalion and a sub-unit 
deployment to Iraq. 

The gap-year program gave 18 to 24 year olds the oppor-
tunity to serve a twelve month period in the ADF. All three 
services, Army, Navy and Airforce were involved in the 
program which, unfortunately due to COVID-19, is in sus-
pension. The enlistees were fully trained, taught new 
skills and instructed in how to achieve goals in their cho-
sen service. 

STEADY BOOTS ON THE GROUND 

“When you’re in a position of command, you’ve got an 
enormous responsibility for others,” Mr von Berg said.  
“If someone was wounded, or unfortunately killed, extrac-
tion of our comrade became our primary task.  
“That responsibility of command and caring for other hu-
man beings has made me a better, all-rounded, mature 
and caring person.  
“That weight of responsibility has made me what I am 
today.”  
Not all who served in the RAR have deployed on opera-
tions.  
Australian War Memorial historian and ex-8/9 RAR digger 
Michael Kelly was part of Army’s Ready Reserve in the 
1990s, a forerunner to the gap-year program (see Editor’s 
Note). He enlisted for one year full-time and four years 
part-time. 
“Regular soldiers treated Ready Reservists badly at the 
start,” Mr Kelly said.  
“Guys who’d done years of service and had stripes 
looked at us as silver-spoon kids coming to get paid for 
university when we got out.”  
Mr Kelly said attitudes changed once they had time to 
switch-on and become better soldiers.  
Despite the path to service, Ready Reserve and Regular 
Army shared the same challenges.  
Although exhausted after three years at 8/9 RAR, Mr 
Kelly said the benefits of service outweighed the cost.  
“After getting over the initial shock of realising Army was 
bigger than Ben Hur, my strongest memory was a feeling 
of security from having a great group of mates I went 
through everything with,” he said.  
About 11 per cent of ready reservists discharged when 
the scheme ended in 1996, with the majority staying in 
Reserve units. 
After being re-tasked as a Ready Reserve unit in 1992, 
8/9 RAR was disbanded in 1997.  
Ten years later, the slate grey and beech brown colours 
flew again in Enoggera. 
More than 11,000km away, RAR soldiers lowered a differ-
ent colour at Camp Qargha, Afghanistan. 
An Australian flag was presented to the British CO as 
RAR soldiers’ part in FPE-13 ended. 
Pte Arlen Treston, of FPE-13, said this was their way of 
signing off. 
“It was a strange feeling knowing we were the last Aus-
tralians at the camp after 13 rotations,” Pte Treston said.  
RAR’s mission changed from mostly combat operations, 
as experienced by the Mentoring Task Force, to force 
protection, with soldiers in a more passive role.  
Some weeks, Pte Treston and his mates would watch 
Kabul from guard towers or man the camp gate, search-
ing vehicles and people.  
Pte Treston most enjoyed being a guardian angel watch-
ing over coalition personnel mentoring Afghans at their 
officer academy.  

(Continued from page 1) 

DEFENCE ENGAGEMENT  
COMMISSIONER 

Major General Stuart Smith AO 
DSC (Retd) has been appointed to 
act in the newly created Defence 
Engagement Commissioner role for 
an initial period of 12 months from 
31 August 2020.  
General Smith had a distinguished 
military career prior to his retire-
ment from the ADF in 2017. When 
promoted to Major General in 2012, 
he became Commander of Austral-
ia’s 3,000 Defence Force Person-

nel in the Middle East and Afghanistan. He was previous-
ly Commander of Australia’s First Division in Brisbane 
and Deputy Commander of Joint Operations in Canberra. 
After leaving the ADF he became an advisor to the 
Queensland Premier on community solutions to youth 
crime, and from late 2018 until mid-2019 he was State 
Disaster Recovery Coordinator for the Central Queens-
land Bushfires and the North Queensland Monsoon 
Floods, where he led the community infrastructure envi-
ronmental recovery operations across Queensland. 
The Commissioner’s role will be to work closely with the 
ADF to support DVA’s response to the Senate Inquiry into 
Suicide by Veterans and Ex-service Personnel and the 
Inspector-General of the ADF’s Afghanistan Inquiry. The 
role will also include a focus on strategic planning for the 
Repatriation Commission. 

Courtesy DVA News 
Editor's note: Stuart is the son of SGT Bernie Smith who 
deployed to SVN for both of 5 RAR’s tours and was killed 
in action in a mine-field incident in 1969. 
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how much our veterans can contribute to society it would 
be fantastic to hear those stories also. On our Facebook 
page you may have seen the art works of two Afghani-
stan veterans, Rory and Mick, who have turned their hand 
from the rifle to the paintbrush. Well worth a look if you 
have not. 
Hopefully by now you would have received an email from 
me noting the delay in the AGM (vagrancies of Gmail not-
withstanding). In short, COVID restrictions on the venue 
we had booked and some other issues at their end meant 
that we are not able to hold the AGM as planned. We will 
remain compliant with all regulations due to a grace peri-
od provided by the Not-for-Profit regulatory body and will 
be holding our AGM in February 2021 in lieu. 
Lastly, I am very much looking forward to returning to 
Darwin and presenting the Warr/Khan Trophy on your 
behalf to the most outstanding junior leader in the Battal-
ion. I know that regardless of the passage of time be-
tween service and the visit, that being back in Binh Ba 
Lines will be like being home, with those who know what 
it’s like to be a Tiger and ready to take on anything. 
Take care 

David 

G’Day to all Tigers, young and old, 
I hope you and yours are all 
well, and that as we look 
towards the end of the year 
you find yourselves sur-
rounded by good company.  
Good company – good peo-
ple – has been so critically 
important this year. I mean, 
who could have imagined 
being locked away from your 
nearest and dearest, with 
only a few people beside 
you, fighting a sometimes 
invisible and insidious ene-
my. . . . . .?? But just be-
cause we have done it all 
before, doesn’t make us im-
mune to the perils of isolation and the dangers of being 
cut off. 
Indeed just in these past four months we have lost at 
least one young veteran of the Battalion to suicide with a 
number of others putting their hand up for help and seek-
ing mental health support and rehabilitation. As saddened 
as we were to hear of the death of Craig Earl, we are as 
equally proud of those up put their hand out for help. I 
genuinely hope that more people do so in the future when 
it can all become overwhelming. Suffering in silence is no 
longer the right thing to do and we’ve lost too many mates 
for that to be an acceptable norm. 

Dave French 

REMEMBRANCE DAY - DARWIN 
Remembrance Day is commemorated every year, on 11 
November, to mark the signing of the Armistice between 
the Allies of World War I and Germany. It took place in a 
railway carriage at Compiègne, France at 05:45hrs, for 
the cessation of hostilities on the Western Front of World 
War I. The Armistice took effect at 11:00hrs - the 
"eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month" 
of 1918.  
At 11:00hrs on Wednesday 11 November the 5th Battalion 
commemorated the signing of that Armistice at a parade 
at the Battalion’s Memorial Wall. 
The Battalion stopped to pay tribute to the men and wom-
en who served before them and those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice.  

We will remember them. Lest We Forget.  
As you can see from the photograph below, while the cer-
emony proceeded, social distancing was observed due to 
the COVID-19 restrictions. 

Photo courtesy 5 RAR Facebook Page 

While the Government is continuing to improve, we know 
that it will take a long time. So we need to get better as an 
Association in providing support and guidance when it is 
needed. Ideally we will be able to partner and work with 
organisations who have that level of support and exper-
tise available as part of their duty statement. But we also 
need to make sure that our Association is ready and re-
sponsive for those in need. I don’t know exactly what this 
looks like at the moment, but if you have any thoughts I 
would love to hear them at president@5rar.asn.au . 
Equally, we must celebrate and uphold those members of 
the Association who are kicking goals and make all efforts 
to engage with and attract new veterans into the fold. In 
the next Tiger Tales it would be ideal to have a couple of 
paragraphs from a number of current Association mem-
bers about what you have got out of being in the Associa-
tion and how it has benefited you. If you have a notewor-
thy work or family achievement or something that shows 
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CO’S REPORT - NOV 2020 
G’day Tigers, 
Since last I provided an 
update in the Tiger Tales a 
lot has been achieved and 
the Battalion has grown 
comfortable operating with-
in the restrictions of COVID
-19. It has been a busy end 
to the year with much more 
training having been 
achieved than what was 
envisaged at the start of 
the year.  
The inaugural Kennedy 
Cup Section Competition 
was an exciting culmina-
tion to the Battalion’s live 
fire progression achieved 
at Kangaroo Flats Training 
Area (KFTA). This saw the Battalion’s Duke of Gloucester 
(DoG) Cup Section led by CPL Max McCulloch take out 
the prize for 2020. The Battalion was honoured to host 
Karen Patterson, the daughter of CPL John Kennedy for 
the presentation of the Award. Karen provided a touching 
and motivational address to the Battalion, drawing on the 
life of her father and his achievements as a Section Com-
mander and as a father.  
Bravo Company received 5 Platoon back from their rota-
tion of Rifle Company Butterworth and quickly deployed 
to Mount Bundy Training Area (MBTA) for Exercise Kool-
endong. Koolendong saw the conduct of live fire Battalion 
operations with the Ground Combat Element of the Ma-
rine Rotational Force Darwin (MRF-D). Bravo Company 
excelled in the tough conditions of Mount Bundey, achiev-
ing an excellent level of proficiency in offensive and de-
fensive operations.  
Charlie Company returned from deployment to Afghani-
stan on Force Protection Element-13 after a successful 
rotation. After their isolation they were able to reunite with 
families during some well-earned leave before reintegrat-
ing back into the Battalion with a multitude of training 
courses. 
Following their deployment to the remote borders of the 
NT earlier in the year, Delta Company deployed to Tully 
for some jungle operations and Townsville to test some 
new methods of training with the Combat Training Centre 
and Air Mobile Operations with 16 Avn Brigade. With 
many of the Battalion’s newest soldiers, Delta has been 
forging ahead with mastering their individual skills and 
conducting operations at section, platoon and company 
level. 
Sports across the Battalion in 2020 have been coordinat-
ed around COVID-19 restrictions, however, the competi-
tive spirit is truly alive with many competitions taking 
place. Support Company won the Battalion Cross Country 
and Delta took out the Battalion Swimming Carnival. 
Charlie Coy won the obstacle course competition and 
Bravo Coy won the inter-coy multi-event competition. The 
competition is tight for Champion Coy with only the Battal-
ion Shooting competition and a review of each sub unit’s 

performance in 2020 to go. AFL and Rugby are set to 
make a return to 2020 at the Battalion sports week from 
the 16th – 20th of November and the winner of the Cham-
pion Coy will be announced at a Battalion Christmas Par-
ty on 30 November 20, for which your association is rep-
resented by your President and Vice President. 
An inaugural MRF-D/5 RAR sports day furthered our rela-
tionship and saw 5 RAR edge out the competition to win 
the event this year. The Marines played hard and expect-
edly beat the Diggers in basketball and touch NFL, while 
the 5 RAR took out the competition with wins in cricket, 
soccer, volleyball and the fittest soldier competition. The 
sports day and following BBQ was an excellent way to 
end the training for this rotation and send the Marines off 
as they head back to their home stations in California and 
Okinawa.  
The Battalion welcomed a new Mascot, Quintus Durga, 
who’s picture was on the front cover of the last edition of 
Tiger Tales. Sadly, she was farewelled not long after en-
listment due to her unexpected passing. Crocadylus Park 
are engaged with the worldwide tiger breeding program 
for a new tiger which will become the next Mascot of the 
5th Battalion. In the meantime, WO1 Munro and a team of 
volunteers are preparing an enduring tribute to the role 
that our Tigers have played in our Battalion history – 
more to follow in the next edition of Tiger Tales. 

We started 2020 with much of the Battalion deployed 
across the world, rotating elements through the Middle 
East, South East Asia and across Australia. It is now the 
end of 2020, and most of us have returned home after 
contributing much to a diverse set of missions. The Bat-
talion has earnt a short rest before the 2021 training year 
commences and I wish Tigers, current and past, a safe 
and enjoyable Christmas and New Year. 2021 is likely to 
look very different to 2020 with a Battalion consolidated in 
Australia and great opportunities presenting for the year. 
We will start the year with Exercise Tiger’s Trial to see 
where our individual skills are at prior to commencing our 
live fire progression. International engagements in 2021 
will form much of the Battalion training activities and see 
us engage with our allies and neighbours. 
Duty First and Merry Christmas 

LTCOL Matthew Dirago 

LTCOL Matthew Dirago 

Karen Patterson and CPL Max McCulloch’s winning section are 
shown with the Kennedy Cup trophy.  
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With individual up to platoon level training complete, Bra-
vo Company’s focus switched towards company and 
combined arms training. 
Whilst 5 Platoon enjoyed a bit of well-earned rest and 
recuperation on their return from Rifle Company Butter-
worth, 4 and 6 Platoon ventured out to Kangaroo Flats 
Training Area (KFTA) to conduct Exercise Tigers Run, a 
company level activity consisting of live and blank fire 
practices.  This gave Officer Commanding, Bravo Compa-
ny and the Company Headquarters an opportunity to test 
command and control in the field, understanding the im-
portance of standard operating procedures and communi-
cations.  The Exercise culminated with a well-earned trip 
to Howard Springs for a dip in the water to cool off from 
the hard conditions that KFTA brought. 
With a quick turnaround back in Robertson Barracks, 
members of 4 and 6 Platoon were straight back out to 
KFTA to compete in the Kennedy Cup, a section competi-
tion designed to test infantry soldier skills.  As ever, the 
soldiers of Bravo Company performed to an exceptionally 
high standard.  Stand out performances came from CPL 
Galpin leading one of the Bravo Company Sections and 
CPL McCulloch as part of the Duke of Gloucester (DoG) 
Cup Squad. 
Once 5 Platoon had finished sipping non-alcoholic bever-
ages on leave interstate, they returned to join the rest of 
the company in preparation for Exercise Koolendong, a 
bilateral international engagement exercise with the Ma-
rine Rotational Force – Darwin (MRF-D).  This consisted 
of offensive and defensive operational activities, working 
alongside our American counterparts in Mount Bundey 
Training Area (MBTA).  This was an excellent opportunity 
for the soldiers and officers to engage and operate in tan-
dem with the US Marines, as we continued to improve the 
way we work in an ever contested, congested and con-
fined operational environment. 

On return to Robertson Barracks, we rounded off our new 
found friendships with a 5 RAR vs MRF-D Sporting Com-
petition, with Bravo Company as the foundation of each of 
the teams. This event saw 5 RAR victorious, with the 
hope that the Marines will one day compete with us on 
their home soil. 

Bravo Company now look forward to the courses and 
sporting period, as we see 2020 out in style. 
‘Cry Havoc!’ 

MAJ Chris Leeds 

CHARLIE COMPANY 
The Charlie Company Jackals main effort for 2020 was 
the operational deployment of Force Protection Element 
Thirteen (FPE-13) on OP HIGHROAD. This has been the 
ADFs enduring commitment to the Resolute Support Mis-
sion in Afghanistan, where our soldiers provided force 
protection to NATO/Coalition Force (NATO/CF) Advisors 
throughout Kabul as they conducted training, advice and 
assist missions with the Afghan Security Forces. 

After receiving a hand over from our own 5 RAR Delta 
Company, C Coy FPE-13 JNCOs planned and executed 
force protection tasks instantaneously. This was in re-
sponse to the high operational tempo and the buildup to 
the reduction in violence/peace talks between the US and 
the Taliban. The deployment was faced with a myriad of 
major events that had impacts on all levels of operations. 
A tentative US - Taliban Peace Agreement, political un-
certainty, food shortages and the COVID-19 global pan-
demic presented challenges to all members of FPE-13. 
Despite this adversity, our soldiers deployed to the Ha-
mid Karzai International Airport, HQ Resolute Support 
and the Afghan National Army Officer Academy stepped 
up and enhanced the Australian Army’s reputation as a 
professional and combat capable force.  
FPE-13 conducted multiple mounted and dismounted 
force protection tasks both individually and jointly with 
other coalition’s forces. They adapted to the COVID-19 
environment with our combat first aiders and soldiers di-
rectly supporting the NATO OP Resolute Support COVID
-19 response. Wasting no time, the reduction in opera-
tional tempo led to the conduct of continued relevant 
force protection training with coalition forces.  We estab-
lished close relationships with the UK Regiments of 2 
Para, 4 Scots and 2 Rifles, US 10th Mountain Division 

(Continued on page 6) 

LT Collingwood shows a US Marine counterpart the workings of an 
Austeyr EF88. 

Members of Charlie Company deployed to Afghanistan on FPE-13. 

BRAVO COMPANY  
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and various other NATO/CF security forces. These rela-
tionships not only enhanced the units and the Australian 
Army’s reputation, but contributed to foreign policy objec-
tives of supporting our allies.  
For the majority of Charlie Company soldiers, this was 
their first operational deployment. Charlie Company sol-
diers can be proud of their achievements, honoured to 
have represented the Tiger Battalion to such a high 
standard on operational service, and proud they have 
been a part of Australia’s longest conflict. 
Since returning from Afghanistan the company has reinte-
grated into the Battalion and begun preparing for 2021. 
The company with the addition of more than 30 new sol-
diers will reorganise to prepare for any known or contin-
gency operations and set the groundwork for the hando-
ver of command to a new leadership team. 
As the year draws to a close the Jackals would like to 
thank the personnel force assigned to FPE-13 from exter-
nal units, specifically the FPE-13 OC MAJ James Byers 
and CAPT Tavis Harling. Charlie Company will farewell 
the following members from 5th Battalion, and thank them 
for their dedicated service to Charlie Company; CAPT 
Nathan Lee, LT Nicholas Borges, LT Moe Haider, LT El-
liot Bannan, CPL Luke Barbera, CPL Mitchell Robinson 
and CPL Chad Robertson. 

CAPT Mal Cloete 

(Continued from page 5) 

CHARLIE COMPANY - Cont. 

DELTA COMPANY 
Delta Company (D Coy) was not aware of what 2020 had 
instore. The expectation of post deployment leave fol-
lowed by a few exercises, before settling into the reset 
cycle, could not have been further from the truth.  
With the Company returning from Force Protection Ele-
ment 12 (FPE-12), most took well deserved post deploy-
ment leave relaxing and recharging after months away 
from home. That was until COVID19 brought that to an 
end. The corona virus had hit on a world scale and had 
caught the attention of the media and governments, this 
lead to OPERATION COVID19 ASSIST a national plan to 
support the state and territory governments in dealing 
with the virus. D Coy answered the call. Many of us were 
recalled from leave and most deployed to NT border 
crossings, based out of Alice Spring, NT. After two rota-
tions, D Coy handed over the task and prepared for the 

DELTA COMPANY - Cont. 

remainder of the year – twelve months compressed into 
five. 
D Coy completed EX Tigers Run, EX Kennedy’s Cup and 
a Sub-Unit Training (SUT) Tully rotation between July and 
September. The platoons performed well, training up our 
newest members with the help of the recent operational 
experience. On return from Tully D Coy was tasked to 
support an Army Head Quarters initiative – Home Station 
Training (HST), a pilot activity in Townsville.  

HST saw D Coy spend two weeks in Townsville training 
under Combat Training Centre (CTC) integrating many 
existing and new technologies with the aim of achieving a 
more efficient training progression. The training was a 
good exposure to the Coy and highlighted the future train-
ing options to be implemented at major bases. Whilst in 
Townsville, D Coy is taking the opportunity to support the 
Air Mobile Operations Training with the 5th Aviation Regi-
ment. 
The rest of 2020 sees D coy complete some interstate 
travel to see families before focussing on readiness tasks 
over December. However, this is 2020; no one can say 
what the remainder of 2020 has in store for D Coy, 5RAR. 

CAPT Nathan Lee 

D Coy after Exercise True Grit at Tully. 

Members of D Coy conducting Air-Mobile Operations training with 
5 AVN REGT in a CH-47 Chinook. 

SUPPORT COMPANY 
2020 has been a challenging year for all members in Sup-
port Company. It began with the Battalion and indeed the 
country’s response to the effects of COVID-19. But due to 
the NT’s excellent work in controlling the spread of 
COVID, the Unit got back to work, which saw one of the 
busiest years for the Company. Members returning from 
deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan found themselves 
thrust into COVID-Assist tasks, specialist courses and 
participation on major exercises. 
Courses conducted over the year included OFF/NCO 
Mortars, Sniper Basic Course (run out of Adelaide), Re-
connaissance Basic Course and the Combat Shooting 
Course to name a few. We also supported multiple exer-

FROM THE BATTALION -  Cont. 
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SUPPORT COMPANY - Cont. 

cises including Ex Tigers Run, Ex Kennedy Cup and Ex 
Koolendong, our major live fire activity with the US Ma-
rines. All of our specialist capabilities were on show 
throughout these exercises and the soldiers of Support 
Company continued to demonstrate their professionalism 
and expertise as the senior Coy. 
The end of the year will see Support Company CSM, 
Warrant Officer Class Two Daniel Sharpe post out of the 
Unit. He will commence his new role next year as the cus-
todian of training future officers at the Royal Military Col-
lege Duntroon. He will certainly be missed in Support 
Company and across 5 RAR, and we thank him for his 
dedication to making the Tiger Battalion the best it can 
be. 
Whilst it has been a challenging year for the Soldiers and 
Officers of the Company, each individual has represented 
the Company and the Battalion with pride and they can all 
point to an accomplishment they achieved in this year. 
To all those members posting or moving to other Compa-
ny’s next year, on behalf of Support Company, we wish 
you all the best and thank you for your efforts throughout 
2020. 

Major Edmond, OC 
RS Platoon 
In a year that has been abnormally turbulent for the Fifth 
Battalion, Reconnaissance and Snipers Platoon has con-
tinued to generate specialist capability and achieve mile-
stones in-between COVID-19 and high Unit Tempo. 
The first achievement for the Platoon was successfully 
conducting the first live fire serials in 15 months, deploy-
ing to Kangaroo Flats after conducting detailed lead up 
training. Over three days Recon conducted various live 
fire Break Contact serials, testing and adjusting patrol 
SOPs in order to master their craft. Immediately after this, 
the patrols separated and attached to B and D Company 
in support of their own individual Company training, as-
sisting in the development of the rifle company soldiers.  
The next milestone for the Platoon was finally running a 
Basic Recon course after a year hiatus. This course was 
much needed to bolster the number of recon patrolmen 
for 2021. With the course, came the return of some Club 
Recon alumni to help instruct; ‘Intense’ CPL Jake Fauser 
and CPL Tom ‘Cuddles’ Harmey.  
This year the BRC took a new approach to training, fo-
cusing on growing and developing skills and attributes of 
a recon soldier within the trainees and moving away from 
the historic 6 week smash session. This course also saw 
3 member from 1 CERs Engineer Recon Detachment and 
2 Forward Observers from 8/12 Med Reg attend the 
course, bringing with them knowledge and experience 
that they passed onto our soldiers and instructors. 
The field phase of the course saw trainees conduct live 
fire break contacts and man down drills in close country 
to demonstrate the skills they had acquired up until this 
point. Followed by navigation and Full Mission Profiles 
the trainees got to use all of the skills learnt and the 
equipment available to them to complete a variety of 
tasks, even as far as directing Armed Reconnaissance 

Helicopters (ARH) in real time thanks to our friends at 
The 1st Aviation Regiment.  
The end of the year also brings with it a massive loss of 
Recon experience within the Battalion, with CPL Bartlett, 
CPL Fauser and CPL Spearen all moving into roles out-
side 5 RAR. 2021 will see a new RS Platoon, with many 
new soldiers, NCOs and a new PHQ. 
From the outgoing members of Recon PL we wish the 
new members of Club Recon the best of luck with 2021. 

LT Mychael, OC 
Mortar PL 
The last few months have been a very busy period for 
Mortar Platoon. From mid-July, the platoon ran back-to-
back week long M32A1 Light-Weight Handheld Mortar 
Ballistic Computers (LWHMBC) courses, the first week 
qualifying up the platoon and second week qualifying 
members through the Battalion.  
Upon finishing those courses, the platoon immediately 
began running a Mortar OFFR/NCO course along with a 
Mortar Fire Controller (MFC) course. The courses were 
exported from Mortar Wing down at the School of Artillery 
and was run with a cross between online lessons from the 
school and practical ones by the NCO’s from the platoon. 
This culminated in a Mortar Range Practice out at Mount 
Bundy which, despite multiple fire bans and the evacua-
tion of the entire range due to a catastrophic fire danger 
level, managed to complete the shoots. LCPL Smith was 
Soldier of Merit for the OFFR/NCO course and CPL 
Thurling was Soldier of Merit for MFC. The Battalion be-
ing able to run these courses also allowed us to qualify 
several members of Recon Platoon as MFCs allowing us 
to have a qualified observer within reconnaissance ele-
ments. 

After finishing the OFFR/NCO and MFC courses the pla-
toon conducted fire missions jointly with 8/12 Regiment 
RAA and achieved receiving and conducting digital fire 
missions though the new M32A1s and Advance Field Ar-
tillery Tactical Data System (AFATDS), a first for the Reg-
iment. Our final field activity was to provide indirect sup-
port to B COY’s and MRF-D Live Fire Battalion Assault 
during Exercise Koolendong. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Members of the mortar platoon conducting fire missions called in 
by the MFC course and the line run by the OFFR/NCO course. 

FROM THE BATTALION -  Cont. 
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2020 has been a strong year for Mortar PL, who are look-
ing forward to a short break before the commencement of 
training in 2021.  

SGT Remynse 
DFSW PL  
The second half of 2020 has proved to be just as dynamic 
and busy for the members of DFSW PL as the first half 
was. Whilst COVID-19 constraints and safety controls 
were applied, the Platoon rapidly got back into training 
hard and doing what it does best – shooting big guns and 
blowing things up. 
Ex TIGERS RUN, Ex KENNEDY’S CUP and Ex KOOL-

ENDONG provided excel-
lent opportunities for mem-
bers of the Platoon to apply 
their skills in Sustained Fire 
Machine Gunnery (SFMG) 
and Anti-Armour (AARMD) 
as well as giving everyone 
an opportunity to further 
hone and practice their 
core infantry skills in a 
challenging environment. 
Ex KOOLENDONG saw 
DFSW PL work closely 
with their peers in the Unit-
ed States Marine Corps, 
sharing skills and 
knowledge to the benefit of 
both sides. The exercise 
enabled DFSW PL 5 RAR 
to further enhance its in-
teroperability with a partner 
force in all phases of war. 

Worthy of particular men-
tion was the interest that 
the USMC displayed in our 
SFMG capability which is a 
niche capability that affords 
us the opportunity to pro-
vide great utility to coalition 
battlegroups. 
As we move towards the 
tail end of 2020 and start 
focussing on 2021, many 
members of the Platoon 
have been working hard to 
upskill through completing 
various courses and will 
bring new skills and 
knowledge to the Platoon 
next year.  
An honourable mention to 
CPL Matthew Dinon for 
being awarded the Student 
of Merit Award for SUB-
JECT 1 SGT – ARMY 

(Continued from page 7) Finally, as we draw to the end of the year, and as people 
start to post out, a special mention is needed for the PL 
SGT - SGT Matthew Bovell. Sadly, SGT Bovell is posting 
on to 1 RTB as an Instructor/ PL SGT. ‘Bov’ has worked 
tirelessly over the last two years to develop DFSW PL into 
the high performing team that it is today. The Platoon is 
incredibly grateful for his dedication and tireless work. We 
are all the better because of him. Good luck at Kapooka 
Bov. Your recruits will be lucky to have you. 
Best wishes for the remainder of the year and (hopefully) 
a nicer start to 2021. 

Bill Tilly 
Signals PL 
The second half of the year saw detachments from Sig-
nals PL deploy to KFTA, Sub Unit Training Tully, Alice 
Springs, Townsville, and Melbourne to support OP 
COVID. Ex Tigers Run, Koolendong, and Kennedy Cup 
saw detachments deploy locally to KFTA and Mt Bundy to 
support company sized activities, both internal to the Bat-
talion and with our American brothers and sisters, the 
United States Marine Corps.  
As the second wave of COVID hit Victoria, the require-
ment for the 1st Brigade’s commitment to assisting the civil 
community grew. PTE Jordan Prime, Daniel Henry, and 
Beau Finnan deployed to Melbourne to support medical 
assistance programs which had a significant positive im-
pact on Melbourne’s health system.  
The second half of this 
year saw two require-
ments for signals detach-
ments to be sent to the 
Far North QLD region. 
Firstly, Sub Unit Training 
in Tully, then Ex Vigilant 
Scimitar, both with D 
Coy. In both cases, the 
detachments worked 
hard to ensure the 
smooth conduct of the 
company training. 
For the remainder of the 
year, the platoon will 
again see members sup-
porting OP COVID Assist 
in Alice Springs. Current-
ly, the platoon is working 
to diversify its skillset, 
with members conducting a variety of courses such as the 
Black Hornet course, Combat Shooting, Programmers 
Course, and SUB2 CPL.  
Lastly, Signals Platoon would like to thank and wish the 
best of luck to CPL Weston and CPL Trow, who finish 
their service to Army at the conclusion of the year. Both 
members have performed vital roles within the platoon – 
each with a variety of different skills and strengths. The 
combination of the two has ensured a consistent and effi-
cient capability within the platoon.  

LT Farrands 

SUPPORT COMPANY - Cont. 

Callsign 64A conducting a live 
fire SFMG line during Ex KOOL-
ENDONG at Mt Bundey. 

Members of DFSW PL prepare to 
fire a Javelin MDFGWS missile 
at a target during Ex KOOL-
ENDONG at Mt Bundey.  

Members of Signals PL fight for 
comms during SUT Tully. 
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Over the period 17 – 24 Aug 20 Logistics Company (Log 
Coy) deployed with 1 Combat Service Support Battalion 
(1 CSSB) and 1st Brigade echelons to Mount Bundey 
Training Area IOT practice Coy SOPs, deployment/re-
deployment sequence, provision of logistical support and 
interoperability with integral and close support elements. 
With COVID-19 providing significant training constraints 
in the first half of 2020 this was the first opportunity many 
soldiers have had to practice these skills in the field envi-
ronment with a significant portion of Log Coy not having 
deployed into the field since Ex Talisman Sabre19.  

Deploying as a Brigade Support Group (BSG) on 18 Aug 
20 new members of Log Coy including the Company Ser-
geant Major (CSM), WO2 Critchley had their first experi-
ence of operating in a 2Km2 defensive position. Log Coy 
attachments for the exercise included Intelligence Ana-
lysts from the S2 Cell, a Signals Platoon Detachment and 
a Quick Reaction Force (QRF) Commander from D Coy 
with 5 RAR providing intelligence and QRF support to 
improve the survivability and security of the BSG.  
Whilst operating under the BSG had its challenges due to 
the complexities of such a large organisation, the soldiers 
of Log Coy gained significant experience in practicing 
defensive routine, the provision of integral logistic support 
through the conduct of Distribution Points, deployment 
and engagement area development. Newly qualified 
Combat First Aider, PTE Arnold gained extensive experi-
ence in his new skillset and was called upon on a number 
of occasions to support care at the point of injury.  
Operating in the hot conditions of MBTA, the Log Coy 
members demonstrated their professionalism and can-do 
attitude operating with enablers from 1 CSSB, 1 Close 
Health Battalion (1 CHB) and 6 Bde. 
With Ex Koolendong planning ongoing and the require-
ment for members of Log Coy to redeploy within a short 
timeframe, Log Coy returned to Robertson Barracks to 
reset prior to supporting the conduct of Ex Koolendong, a 
combined arms high end warfighting activity with Marine 
Rotational Force – Darwin. 

MAJ James Roberts, OC 

Pl Training – Tech Spt Pl 
Ex Buffalo Run was an exercise at Mount Bundy Training 
Area (MBTA), hosted by 1 CSSB. The exercise started 
with a bullring activity within Scale A. It consisted of en-
gagement area considerations, weapon stacking and pit 
development, Traffic Control Points/Vehicle Control 
Points training, Captured Persons (CPERS) handling and 
first aid training. Following the bullring activity Log Coy 
received convoy orders and occupation orders, in prepa-
ration for our deployment the following day.  
Log Coy deployed to occupy a position as a Call Sign 
within the Brigade Support Group (BSG). Technical Sup-
port Platoon (TSP) deployed as main body two that con-
sisted of four Protected Mobility General Maintenance 
Vehicles (PMGMV), one General Maintenance Vehicle 
(GMV) Landover and one General Maintenance Module 
G-Wagon with a 16KVA Generator. Upon arrival to the 
new position, TSP conducted occupation routine, the Pla-
toon Commander sighted the guns, followed by the sec-
tions digging shell scraps. The following day, after estab-
lishing the position, the OC and the CSM gave a revision 
lesson on engagement areas and the challenge proce-
dure. That day Log Coy conducted Indirect Fire (IDF) 
drills, Air Red drills and that evening the position was 
probed; giving TSP an opportunity to practice target indi-
cations and fire control orders within the engagement ar-
ea.  
The following morning, 
Log Coy conducted a 
Distribution Point (DP) 
with TSP providing the 
security escort. In the 
afternoon, Log Coy 
revised actions on 
crash out and in the 
evening the position 
was attacked by an 
enemy brick utilising 
small arms and IDF. 
The next morning, the 
whole Battle Support 
Group (BSG) conduct-
ed a crash out drill (a 
hastily redeployment of 
the BSG). Due to TSPs 
low footprint on the 
ground, they were 
ready first and then 
assisted the rest of Log 
Coy to prepare to leave.  
The Coy spent the rest of the morning at Scale A, re-
ceived a radio lesson from the Battalion (BN) Signallers 
and received convoy orders to our final position. The Coy 
established a leaguer at the next position, received an 
extensive set of Battlefield Clearance Team (BCT) orders 
and conducted a Rehearsal of Concept (ROC) Drill. With 
TSP providing security at the RV point, the RV vehicle 
escorted the BCT, consisting of members from 1 CSSB, 1 
Military Police (MP) and 8 Close Health Company (CHC) 

(Continued on page 10) 

LOGISTICS COMPANY  

Members of Log Coy conduct CPERS Handling during Battlefield 
Clearance Team. 

PTE Arnold (Combat First Aider) 
conducts Tactical Care of the Com-
bat Casualty. 
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NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER FOR 
DVA 

The Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA) is moving 
to 1800 VETERAN (1800 838 372) as the primary ac-
cess number for veterans and their families. The in-
troduction of the new phone number is a major up-
grade to DVA’s telephone services to make it easier 
for veterans and their families to speak to the right 
person at the first point of contact. While this is now 
the primary access number, some other DVA phone 
numbers will remain in place for specific needs, in-
cluding the transport bookings and provider lines. 
Phone numbers for other non-DVA services will stay 
the same, such as for Open Arms -Veterans and 
Families Counselling and the Veterans' Review 
Board. Visit dva.gov.au for more information. 

Quote: "An infantry battalion is an extended family of 
about eight hundred soldiers. Esprit de corps is just not a 
comfortable invention; it's what make members of a unit care 
enough to risk their lives for each other. Down at the level of 
the ten-man rifle section, it is even more intense. There is an 
interdependence, born of shared hardship and peril, tighter 
than brotherhood." 

CAPT Tony White, RMO 5 RAR 1st Tour, 
‘Starlight - An Australian Doctor in Vietnam’ 

into the position. The BCT gave TSP an opportunity to 
practice our own skills sets as well as exposure to work-
ing with multiple trades from different units.    

LCPL Clapson 
The Soldiers Perspective – DISTRO Pl 

Ex Buffalo Run was my first field exercise since being 
posted to 5 RAR and I had no idea what to expect. I was 
pretty lucky to have such a great team of experienced 
people to help me out. Aside from conducting defensive 
routine, digging pits and manning the gun, I also got to 
join Quick Reaction Force (QRF) in conducting an Opera-
tion. Whilst conducting the OP our section was contacted 
and we got an opportunity to conduct a fighting withdraw-
al. I also learnt a lot about how army operates with multi-
ple units working together and how ordnance operates in 
the field. Overall I had enjoyed the experience and look 
forward to future training activities 

PTE Mason ‘Sterlo’ Sterling 
TSP Tiger Tale 

There has been many names throughout the years given 
to the 5th Battalion Workshop, “The engine room, the air 
for the Battalion or even the Battalion’s housewife” as the 
previous CO called us. This tale of all tales will describe 
why this is, and the year that was 2020. 
It all started with a little pandemic known as COVID-19. 
Whilst it was a quiet first half of 2020 for the Battalion due 
to all exercises and courses cancelled, TSP was still hard 
at work. During this time when the war fighters were work-
ing from home or at Gunn Point, TSP was working at a 50 
percent roster. This was a vital part in ensuring Ex Tiger 
Run, Buffalo Run and Koolendong went ahead with great 
success.  

Ex Buffalo Run was 
TSP’s major exercise 
for the year. Workshops 
integrated as an ele-
ment of the CSSB 
BSG. We participated 
in events such as dig-
ging pits during hot 
conditions, a stand to 
that lasted for hours 
due to an attacking ter-
mite mound in which 
three QRFs from CSSB 
could not destroy and a 
BCT scenario which 
was a learning experi-
ence for everyone. By 
doing all this CSSB and 
5 RAR Log Coy 
achieved the ready sta-
tus to fight another 

year.  
Ex Koolendong was a major exercise that involved amaz-
ing fire power and teamwork between the USMC and 5 
RAR. Whilst the war fighters were showing off their capa-

(Continued from page 9) 

bility to the world, TSP were at the Mount Bundy Scale-A 
dustbowl for the month. That is all. 
Fast forward to November and workshops are now on 
JTG COVID-ASSIST. Deploying to fantastic areas such 
as the Tanami track, Wollogorang and Timber Creek to 
man open borders in support of the NT Government.  
Workshop members ensure the capability for the battalion 
so that all exercises, courses, training, deployments or 
events can go ahead. So the next time the Battalion has 
an EKO you can be assured that your equipment is in 
safe hands. 

CPL JM Helbich  

LOGISTICS COMPANY - Cont. 

LT Hood and LCPL Bush of Tech Spt 
Pl occupy Log Coy position. 

A Craftsman watches on as a war fighter leaves early. 



11 NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omis-
sions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly 
or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in 
this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor. 

To All 5 RAR Association Members 
 

The 2020-2021 Annual General Meeting of the 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regi-
ment Association Incorporated, will be held at 10.00am on Thursday 4 February 2021. 
The venue will be the offices of FDM Group, Level 21, Tower Three, International Towers, 
300 Barangaroo Ave, SYDNEY, 2000. 

The AGM will be live streamed, but unfortunately members on the video link will not have 
the ability to vote on any motions. As we do not currently have the live stream details you 
will need to send your name and email address to the Secretary at secretary@5rar.asn.au  
to enable us to send the link and password to you when it is available. 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. To confirm the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held in Tweed 
Heads on 2 March 2020. 

 

2.  To receive and consider reports from the Office-Bearers pursuant to the provi-
sions of the Constitution:  

a. President   

b. Secretary  

c. Treasurer  

d. Membership Officer 

 

3. To elect Office-Bearers and ordinary committee members of the Association. 

 

4. To receive and consider any other business and notices lodged with the Secre-
tary. 

 

Members who wish to nominate for committee positions are to complete the form on the 
reverse of the Address Sheet of this Tiger Tales and ensure it is received by the Secretary 
no later than 4 January 2021. 

Geoff Pearson 
Secretary and Public Officer  
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17703 ALAN HOWARD WELDON 
2 August 1944 - 15 August 2020 

CPL Alan Weldon died on Saturday 
15 August in his home state of South 
Australia. 
In the mid-sixties Alan served with 4 
RAR in the Malaya/Borneo 
‘Konfrontasi’ conflict. He then de-
ployed to South Vietnam with 2 RAR 
from 19 May to 24 October 1967, 
when he was medically returned to 

Australia due to an illness. He redeployed to South Vi-
etnam with 5 RAR on 8 February 1969, serving as the 
commander of 7 Section, 12 Platoon, D Company. Alan, 
amongst others, was wounded in a enemy mine incident 
on 15 June. He was medivaced to Australia on 30 June 
1969 due to his injuries. 
A private Family Funeral was held for Alan and the RSL  
Care SA, organized a Memorial Service for him. 

4410799 GORDON JOHN MARTIN 
7 October 1946 - 20 July 2020 

PTE Gordon ‘Marty’ Martin died on 
Monday 20 July in the Australian 
Capital Territory. 
Gordon deployed to South Vietnam 
aboard the last Qantas flight carrying 
the Battalion members, on 10 May 
1966. This flight carried 114 members 
and Gordon was with B Company, 6 
Platoon PHQ, as the OC, 2LT Ted 
Pott’s batman. He served for the full 1966-67 Tour and 
returned to Australia aboard HMAS Sydney on 12 May 
1967. Gordon continued to serve in the Army and retired 
with the rank of WO2.  
A Funeral Service was held for Gordon on Thursday 30 
July at 14:00hrs in the Chapel of Norwood Park Cremato-
rium, Mitchell ACT. The service was streamed online at: 
https://v2.streaming.funeralsuite.com.au/e/ZcRdrtzx 

37079 JOHN ANDREW JAMES GIBSON 
19 May 1941 -  31 July 2020 

SGT John ‘Gibbo’ Gibson passed 
away in his sleep in Queensland, on 
Friday 31 July. 
John, a Royal Australian Corps of 
Signals member, was the NCO I/C of 
the 103 Signals Squadron detach-
ment to 5 RAR’s Support Company 
for the 1966-67 tour of South Vietnam 
(SVN). He redeployed to SVN with 
the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam from 15 July 
1971, returning to Australia on 13 July 1972 with the rank 
of WO2. 
He later transferred to the Australian Army Aviation Corps 
and qualified as an Observer while in the United King-
dom. John wrote the course details for the training of Ob-
servers at the School of Army Aviation.   
A private family Funeral Service was held for John. 

IN MEMORIAM 

2790039 JOHN REGINALD CONNERY 
10 October 1947 - 9 October 2020 

CPL John ‘Jack’ Connery was taken 
to Townsville Hospital on Tuesday 6 
October, in a comatose state, he died 
on Friday 9 October. Jack had been 
experiencing heart problems for some 
time and was receiving treatment.  
On 14 May 1969 he deployed to 1 
ARU and served with them until he 
joined 11 Platoon D Company 5 RAR 
on 4 June. Jack returned to Australia with the Battalion on 
5 March 1970. He redeployed to 1 ARU on 15 July 1971 
until he was assigned to HQ Australian Army Force Vi-
etnam on 16 September 1971 and returned with them on 
12 February 1972. 
A Funeral Service was held 19 October at Morley's Fu-
neral Services, West End, 4810. Live streaming at https://
morleys.net.au/tribute-centre.html#client/5c73922a-a709-
47e0-9de0-65b19fa37f5a  the pin 4291 will be needed. 

1410924 LAURENCE JOHN SIBSON 
24 January 1946 - 7 October 2020 

PTE Laurence ‘Laurie’ Sibson, late of 
Joondalup WA, died on Wednesday 7 
October. Doctors had been investi-
gating why he had been suffering ill-
health for quite some time. 
Laurie was serving with Admin Com-
pany when he deployed to the Re-
public of Vietnam on 9 May 1966. 
Subsequently he served with A Com-
pany CHQ, as a hygiene duty-man and also with 1 Pla-
toon as a rifleman. Laurie was returned to Australia on 24 
April 1967. In later life Laurie was heavily involved with 
the TPI Association, Legacy and the WA 5 RARA Com-
mittee. 
The Funeral Service for Laurie was held on Friday 30 
October at St Andrews Catholic Parish Church, Clarkson, 
WA. A wake followed the service at Ocean Reef Sea 
Sports Club, Ocean Reef. 

3786792 RAY KENNETH MARIE 
21 June 1945 - 29 August 2020 

We have received news from the 
Frankston (VIC) sub-branch of Vi-
etnam Veterans Association of Aus-
tralia, that PTE Ray Marie died on 
Saturday 29 August. 
Ray, a National Serviceman, de-
ployed to South Vietnam aboard 
HMAS Sydney on 22 April 1966. His 
position was as a clerk for  Charlie 

Company, 5 RAR. Not long after disembarking  from 
HMAS Sydney, Ray developed  a skin problem due to the 
heat and humidity in South Vietnam. He was medically 
returned to Australia on 15 June 1966. 
A Funeral service was held for Ray on Friday 4 Septem-
ber by Tobin Brothers Funerals. 

 



13 IN MEMORIAM - Cont. 

215469 RAYMOND SCHOFIELD 
10 November 1942 - 10 October 2020 

CPL Raymond Schofield died in the 
early morning hours of Saturday 10 
October at his home in The Ridge-
way, NSW. He had suffered a cardiac 
arrest and with other health issues, 
passed away suddenly.  
Ray joined 5 RAR as a foundation 
member from 1 RAR, on 1 March 
1965. He deployed to South Vietnam 

on 6 May 1966 as a pay clerk with BHQ. He served in 
that position until he returned to Australia on board HMAS 
Sydney on 12 May 1967. Ray served in the Army for over 
20 years, with many postings and at retirement he had 
attained the rank of Sergeant. 
A Funeral Service for Ray was held on Wednesday 21 
October at the Norwood Park Crematorium in Mitchell, 
ACT. 

6708310 NEIL DOUGLAS KING 
1 January 1945 - 13 October 2020 

PTE Neil ‘Doug’ King died at his 
home in Magra, Tasmania early in the 
morning of Tuesday 13 October. He 
had suffered for many years with 
problems in his respiratory system. 
Doug was also known as ‘Snoopy’ 
during his service as a National Ser-
viceman. He deployed to South Vi-
etnam to join 1 ARU on 22 October 
1966 until 29 November. He was transferred to Charlie 
Company on 30 November and served with them until he 
returned to Australia, aboard HMAS Sydney, on 12 May 
1967. In civilian life he had various jobs and was a volun-
teer fireman for sixteen years. 
At Doug’s request a private funeral was held for him on 
Monday 19 October, another Tiger who is no longer with 
us. 

Quote: " I have been to war, and it has created a 
chasm between me and those who have not.” 

"Louis de Bernieres Captain Corelli's Mandolin” 

A MODERN SOLDIER’S  
PERSPECTIVE 

After hearing of another young man take his life yester-
day, for some unknown reason, and having a very mean-
ingful conversation with a long time mate, I have to tell 
you all this. I want you all to listen. Please just listen.  
For those of you who leave the military, particularly after 
many years’ service, who struggle to find your place, to 
feel complete, and for those of you who are worried about 
leaving, because it’s ‘who you are’, I give you this 
thought.  
The military is, by its very nature, designed to replace you 
in a heartbeat. You will leave today, and tomorrow, it will 
be like you were never there. You will be replaced. They 
will get the job done without you. That’s the nature of the 
job. While you no doubt make a difference, and your ser-
vice is vitally important to this nation, you will soon be 
forgotten and no longer needed. You can and will be re-
placed.  
But do you know who cannot replace you? Your family. 
Your wife. Your sons and daughters. Your brothers and 
sisters. Your mother and father. Your FAMILY. To them, 
you cannot be replaced. There is no substitute for you as 
a father, a mother, a brother or sister, a daughter or son.  
If you are struggling after leaving the military, or strug-
gling with the decision to leave, think about what really 
matters. Your family, and how much you mean to them. 
And how much they mean to you.  
And for those who think or feel they lose their identity 
when they leave the military, I can tell you now you’re 
wrong. You will always be a soldier, a sailor or an airman/
woman. No one can take that away from you. But that’s 
not who you really are. Who you are is an essential part 
of a family; that is loved, and cherished, and cannot be 
replaced, by anyone, EVER. That is far more important 
than your military service. 
So if you’re struggling and need help, please reach out. 
Please talk to someone. Talk to your family and tell them 
how you feel. Please ask for help. I don't want to see an-
other family lose someone they cannot replace. 
Please feel free to share far and wide. 

Spike  
A 1 RAR soldier. 

Editor’s note: If you, or somebody you know, are strug-
gling with anxiety or depression, see the Overwatch Aus-
tralia article on page 16. 

 
FIRST WOLD WAR QUIZ 

Q. When and where did General W.T. 
Bridges die? 

A. Major General Sir William Bridges landed with the 1st Divi-
sion on Gallipoli on 25 April 1915. On 15 May he was hit by a 
sniper, and died three days later on a hospital ship. 

1202008 PATRICK ERNEST MECKENSTOCK 
17 March 1942 - 10 November 2020 

CPL Patrick ‘Paddy’ Meckenstock 
died on Tuesday 10 November, Pad-
dy had been struggling with cancer 
and other complications. 
Paddy deployed to South Vietnam 
with 3 Platoon, A Company on 8 Feb-
ruary 1969 and served as a section 
commander. He was wounded in ac-
tion on 21 August 1969 during OP 

Camden, when 3 and Pioneer Platoon contacted a bun-
ker system. This system was in the Hat Dich Secret Zone, 
where Phước Tuy, Long Khánh and Biên Hòa Provinces 
met, it was defended by the 3rd Battalion of 274 Regi-
ment. Paddy returned to Australia with the Battalion on 5 
March 1970. Paddy also served in 2, 3, 5/7 and 8/9 RAR 
Battalions. 
A Funeral Service was held for Paddy in early December 
at Pinnaroo Valley Memorial Park, Padbury WA. 
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The First Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment arrived in Vietnam in 1965 

and were under the operational 
control of the US Army’s 173rd 
Airborne Brigade at Bien Hoa. 
The Australian Army decided to 
deploy its own aviation element 

with 1 RAR so the 161st Inde-
pendent Reconnaissance Flight 

(161 IRF) was formed and deployed 
in September. 

Initial equipment consisted of two OH-13 Sioux light ob-
servation helicopters and two Cessna 180D fixed wing 
liaison aircraft with a large contingent of RAAF techni-
cians. 

In mid-1966 1 RAR was replaced by the First Australian 
Task Force (two battalions plus supporting units) and 161 
IRF shifted to Vung Tau but this move was only tempo-
rary and they soon joined the Task Force at Nui Dat. 
To enable them to carry out the much larger scale of op-
erations the unit’s strength was increased to six Sioux 
and three Cessnas with the loan of an O-1 Bird Dog, 
ground crew were also increased in numbers. Their radio 
call-sign Possums was to become their nickname for the 
duration. 
In the latter part of 1969 the Cessna’s were replaced by 
the PC-6 Turbo Porter a purpose built Army coop and 
utility aircraft 

Early 1971 saw the replacement of the Sioux with the Bell 
OH-58 Kiowa, initially eight being leased from the US Ar-
my, these aircraft were a major step up from the Sioux 
the last of which did not leave until December. By this 
time it was known that the role of 1 Australian Task Force 

would soon be over and 161 Flight returned to Vung Tau 
in preparation for its return to Australia. The Kiowa’s were 
handed back to the US Army, the Porters dismantled and 
packed in shipping crates for HMAS Sydney and the re-
maining Sioux flown out in C-130 Hercules 
Probably due to the fact that they were mostly unarmed 
and the nature of the missions they undertook the Flight 
lost 12 aircraft of various types and three pilots. 
Note: Article by Rod Farquhar (Australian Vietnam Veter-
an) 

General 
The Reconnaissance Flight was a unique unit in South 
Vietnam and every Australian unit which served in South 
Vietnam would have had some involvement or contact 
with the Flight at one time or another. The achievements 
of the Flight in South Vietnam was and still is an inspira-
tion to all personnel who have served and are currently 
serving in Army aviation units. The Flight had personnel 
posted in or attached to the unit from many different 
Corps and Services, including the Royal Australian Air 
Force and the New Zealand Army. 
161 Recce Flight was in South Vietnam for more than six 
years, from September 1965 until March 1972. In that 
time the unit established a distinguished record as a 
member of the Australian Army Aviation Corps. Over 
72,000 hours were flown in support of 1st Australian Task 
Force by the Recce Flt with a minimal number of aircraft. 
During their time in Vietnam, members of 161 IRF re-
ceived the following awards; 
 1 x Member of the British Empire. 
 14 x Distinguished Flying Cross. 
 1 x Queen’s Commendation for Brave Conduct. 
 16 x Mentioned in Despatches. 

Courtesy VVAA (Vic) Website 

 

Cessna 180D Forward Air Controller aircraft of 161 IRF. 

A Bell OH-13 Sioux helicopter. 

A Pilatus PC-6 Turbo Porter. 

Four Bell OH-58 Kiowa  helicopters on line at Nui Dat. 
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Vietnam Veterans Day in Perth was attended by some 40 
members, wives, partners, and friends.  The event was 
held at our normal venue of 43 Below and as is custom-
ary the service and food were outstanding. 
Proper respect was given to all those mates we lost in 
Vietnam over the two tours and to three of our number 
who lost their lives on Operations in Afghanistan.  Daryl 
Lovell, an Assistant Adjutant on the first tour, had made 
an enormous effort to research every veteran who died so 
they were not just a name but also had a past life before 
joining the Battalion and being posted to Vietnam.  Many 
hours were spent by Daryl undertaking this research and 
it is now on record for future generations of soldiers from 
5 RAR.  Daryl is also very experienced in conducting cer-
emonies involving the presentation of Queens and Regi-
mental Colours to the 5th Battalion, having been the Sen-
ior Ensign who accepted the Queen’s Colour at  the origi-
nal Colour’s presentation way back in 1967, and partici-
pating in the 2008 and 2019 presentations. 
The Association was incredibly pleased to welcome 
CAPT Josh Rousseau, a former Adjutant of 5 RAR, who 
has been posted to the Western Australian University 
Regiment.  During the day he was regaled with tales tall 
and true of our exploits in Vietnam, especially those expe-
rienced by John “Blue” Burridge.  John was also invited to 
recite the Ode in his usual senatorial manner. 
Toasts were offered to departed comrades and to the 
Battalion with Galway Pipe Port being the preferred liba-
tion, which all those present enjoyed. 
Although most of those who attended were primarily from 
Perth suburbs, we were delighted that Keith and Anne 
Drew from Goomalling chose to attend.  Goomalling is in 
the wheat belt of WA and so it meant a long drive to and 
from the event. 

Some of our number weren’t able to be with us due to 
health concerns but Laurie Sibson along with his wife 
Lynette, attended even though Laurie has not been trav-
elling well for some time now. He is having many visits to 
hospital to ascertain what is causing his ill health and 
what can be done to alleviate it.  Paddy Meckenstock 
who is also not in the best of health made the effort to join 
the gathering for a short period and we were delighted to 
welcome him as he is mainly now having to be close to 
home and finds travelling even short distances quite ar-
duous. 
Our next event will be our Christmas function at 5 RAR 
HQ in WA of 43 Below and we will be hoping to see as 
many members as possible especially our younger gen-
eration members and their partners and also as many 
friends that wish to join us. 

Ray Ward 

CAPT Josh Rousseau and Daryl Lovell on 18 August. 

Wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 

Let us hope that 2021 is 
a better year for us  all. 

The Editor. 
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No matter where the column marches, all those yester-
days’ march with it. Its legacy is a proud one and has 
been tested in the most adverse conditions. The Regi-
ment’s spirit has been demonstrated on many occasions, 
and to mention a few include the defiance at Kapyong, 
Samichon, Long Tan and Coral-Balmoral; the daring and 
aggressiveness at Maryang Sang and Binh Ba and the 
perseverance so demanding in insurgency operations, 
seemingly forever and ever. Always has been the high 
standard of battle discipline. No matter when or where the 
ANZAC humour still thrives, and above all, is the trust 
and faith in each other. All of this and more, was, is and 
always will be linked to the spirit of the Royal Australian 
Regiment. It is a powerful treasure that can never be 
bought or stolen. 
At Enoggera Barracks where many of the fallen once 
trained, there is The WALK which honours the Regiments 
fallen with a tree and plaque for each of our heroes. The 
custodians of The WALK who devote their time to con-
stant maintenance are old soldiers of the Regiment. They 
are clear evidence that the Spirit exists beyond serving 
warriors to the whole RAR family, embracing mothers, 
fathers, sisters, brothers, spouses and children. 
To claim it, to feel deeply its great pride, you must be part 
of it 

George Mansford AM 

OVERWATCH AUSTRALIA is 
a not for profit organisation 
tasked with reaching out and 
assisting former Australian 
Defence Force (ADF) mem-
bers. 
OVERWATCH AUSTRALIA is 
a peer to peer, boots on the 
ground, first response organi-
sation formed to assist former 
ADF members who are at risk 
or in crisis. Once engaged, 
OVERWATCH AUSTRALIA 
will then act as a bridge to 
other Ex Services Organisa-
tions (ESOs) better equipped 

to help with the needs of these personnel. 
All OVERWATCH AUSTRALIA first responders are for-
mer or current serving members of the ADF. We strive for 
peer to peer support, Navy to Navy, Air Force to Air 
Force, Army to Army. We are one of very few organisa-
tions that actively communicate with former ADF mem-
bers and provide assistance when in crisis rather than 
waiting for them to come to us. 
Their Mission 
‘Through dynamic proactive monitoring and outreach 
OVERWATCH AUSTRALIA will provide first line boots 
on the ground assistance to any former member of 
the ADF’ 

For any further details please visit their website at;  
https://overwatchaustralia.org.au/  
If you or one of your mates need help call 1800 MY 
WATCH (1800 699 2824) for assistance. 

I was asked if I could 
provide some scribbles 
in regards to the military 
spirit which embraces 
our beloved Royal Aus-
tralian Regiment (RAR). 
Given my personal ob-
servations of troops in 
the field in recent time, 
there is no doubt it is 
very much alive and as 
vibrant as ever 
Our tribal genesis is the 
genes of the originals 
who were the battle-
weary veterans of WW2. Many of them were still soldier-
ing on and wearing the infant RAR regimental badge dur-
ing the Korean War. Some were still there during opera-
tional service in Malaya, Thai Border, Borneo and to re-
mind all of us that old soldiers never die, there were still a 
few barking orders and setting examples in Vietnam. 
A very critical and mostly forgotten phase of soldiering 
was during the Great Peace where there were those who 
guarded our standards and regimental spirit. They did it 
well, as demonstrated in subsequent deployments includ-
ing Butterworth (Malaysia 1970-1989), Rwanda and So-
malia. Once the Great Peace ended, it seemed traffic 
jams were inevitable as yet more generations of the Regi-
ment travelled to and from Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan, 
as well as other deployments for hazardous peacekeep-
ing duties. 
What of that regimental spirit? We were not born with it, 
nor was it issued, given as a magical birthday gift or pre-
sented by some senior officer from Canberra. It was de-
veloped slowly but surely on parade grounds, sentry duty, 
facing danger, enduring incredible hardships together, 
caring and sharing with each other, including the fear of-
ten hovering close by. Such spirit will always be a huge 
and powerful weapon. It gives strength, and helps keep 
the team united, motivated and always ready to grit teeth, 
roll up sleeves to do what has to be done. The following 
text says it for all in our tribe of what we breathe, speak 
of, and believe. “The spirit, which grows up in a Battalion 
(Regiment) when it has been …… is a comradeship al-
most spiritual in its strength and intensity. It springs from 
hardships shared equally, risks run by all in common and 
its power exceeds most of the emotions that an ordinary 
man will ever know. The care of soldiers for one another, 
their sure and calm dependence on each other are hard 
to understand by anyone who has not known it.” – Osmar 
White 
Today, the cycle of soldiering continues; the old teaching 
the new so many qualities not recorded in textbooks and 
which are waiting to be mastered. Lessons which reach 
out from barrack-room routines, parade grounds, guard-
rooms, sports arenas, messes, canteens and in the field. 
The proud history to be read understood and confirmed 
by the deeds of yesterday etched on the sacred cloth fly-
ing high. Above all, the NCO Corp is watching; screaming 
orders as new recruits to the family blend with the old as 
they join the column. All are in step, marching into its to-
morrow with purpose, and always with a proud indefatiga-
ble regimental spirit and ready to do its duty. 

BRIG George Mansford AM (Retd) 



17 NOTHING WOULD WORK  
WITHOUT RESPECT 

Tiger Tales is printed and distribut-
ed, for  5 RAR Association, by The 
Pack Factory, 169A Penshurst St, 
BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. Grae-
me Tooth, the principal of The Pack 
Factory, is a veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969
-70 tour of South Vietnam. 

NOTICES 
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 

All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and 
amendments to your contact details should be for-
warded to:  

Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,  
82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.   

07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com 

5 RAR DARWIN VISITS PROCEDURE 
If you are going to Darwin and would like to visit the 
Museum, please email 5rar.welfare@defence.gov.au 
with your available dates and one of the team will get 
back to you with arrangements.  
The Battalion will strive to arrange security require-
ments, if it is at all possible, to suit your travel time 
frame for you to visit Binh Ba Lines and the Museum. 

ACT REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED 
Bernie Pye, the former ACT Representative has 
stepped down from the position after originally as-
suming it on a temporary basis nine years ago. Many 
thanks to Bernie for all of his help. 
The position does not involve much work and if any-
body would like to find out more about it, they can 
contact Bernie either by mobile on 0424 701 784 or by 
email at bernie.pye@bigpond.com  

B COY 1966-67 - TOOWOOMBA 
A few of the men from B Company 1966-67 got together 
to commemorate Vietnam Veterans Day, at the Vietnam 
Memorial in Toowoomba, QLD. There would have been 
more attendees but for the border closures. 
A group photo was taken at the memorial and shows (l-r); 
Kev Butcher, Max Morrow, Kev Borger, Tom Griffiths, Ted 
Pott and Kerry White. 

ABOVE AND BEYOND 
Four 5 RAR members have been recognized with the 
Soldiers’ Medallion for Exemplary Service 2020, they are; 

 PTE K A Muheisen  

 PTE W Chau,  

 PTE C M Callaghan  

 LCPL H A Smith. 
We extend our congratulations to 
these worthy recipients. 

According to 
Army’s first Indig-
enous Elder Un-
cle Roy Mundine, 
you can’t afford 
not to have re-
spect, otherwise, 
the Army wouldn’t 
function.  
“There should be 
respect for every-
one, for one an-
other, otherwise 
nothing would 
work,” he said.  
“Everyone needs 
to be able to pull 
together. 
There will be 
times when you 
might not like 
someone, but you 
need to put that 
aside and all pull 
together. 
“You need to re-
spect each other, 
you need to re-
spect your unit 
and whatever 

else you’re involved with.”  
Uncle Roy, Army’s Indigenous Elder from 2015-20, said 
when he was in uniform he worked with a “great bunch of 
blokes and everyone respected each other”.  
“Our officers were good and respected the soldiers and 
the soldiers respected them,” he said.  
A Bundjalung man from Grafton, NSW, Uncle Roy joined 
the Army in 1958 and served in Malaya with 1 RAR in 
1959, followed by two tours of Vietnam with 5 RAR in 
1966 and 1969. 
He was Mentioned in Dispatches for his actions on Anzac 
Day 1969, where he was seriously wounded while leading 
his section against enemy bunkers on Operation Surfside. 
In 1987, Uncle Roy was awarded the OAM for service as 
49 RQR’s QM and retired as a WO1 in 1995. 

Courtesy ARMY News 

Aboriginal Elder Uncle Roy Mundine at the 
ADF Indigenous Campaign Launch at Ka-
pooka Army Barracks, 2016. Photo: LS Jay-
son Tufrey 



18  I31 FORCE PROTECTION PLATOON – 2010-11 

“exciting”. The area in which Charlie Section had been 
operating was the same area in which 6 RAR had large 
contact not 6 weeks prior. For us just arrived, looking 
across to Derapet in the Tangi valley was a bit surreal 
and a reminder that we truly were in “tiger country”. 
Would we see a contact like that one in our time in Af-
ghanistan? We would soon find out. Whilst one section 
would be providing security at Patrol Base (PB) Anar Juy, 
the other two sections would find themselves doing vehi-
cle convoy escorts and foot patrols closer to FOB Hadrian 
with moves out to PB Razaq. Once again it was a chance 
to catch with mates in the mentoring call signs. In late 
November, Charlie section had a minor contact in the 
Tangi valley and we knew it was definitely game on for it 
seemed that the Taliban were trying to get an idea of who 
the new kids on the neighbourhood were. After a mentor-
ing call sign was engaged in heavy contact in early De-
cember, a few days later, I31 was told we would be going 
in with the mentors from Tangi valley to engage Taliban. 
It would be a massive day and in fact a lot larger than that 
experienced by 6 RAR in late August 2010. Whilst provid-
ing overwatch our call sign came under mass small arms 
fire for an extended period of time. From this came our 
move into the valley and surrounding villages and we 
were engaged in contact for six and a half hours against 
a large number of insurgents who were well versed. De-
spite what the enemy could muster against us, I31 and 
the Mentors managed to see out the day with no casual-
ties to any Australians or Afghan national army soldiers. 
The Taliban were not so lucky. Since this day the platoon 
has seen a number of large sized contacts and has fared 
well in all encounters. This is due to the extensive training 
and determination of all soldiers within our Combat Team. 

After this period, patrol bases were built in separate areas 
and the weather turned for the worse. Preparing for lows 
of -16 degrees Celsius is not a temperature easily accli-
matised to whilst in the Northern Territory. During winter, 
the rain turned the ground to thick mud and vehicle move-
ment was painfully hindered no matter where we went. 
But recently the sun has re-appeared and many are final-
ly taking off layers of clothing hopefully for the remainder 
of the trip!  
Whilst the Combat Team considered itself lucky during 
combat we have seen so far, the dangers of the enemy 
are never far away. The Taliban make use of IED’s or 
improvised explosive devices, and will place them to tar-
get our vehicles and dismounted patrols. Our engineers 
are extremely good and have found many and denied 
Taliban usage of equipment with cache finds hurting their 

Greetings to all 5 RAR members and associates. For the 
soldiers of I31, the hard months of training in Darwin and 
the many nights spent in Mount Bundey training area now 
seem very distant for where we are at this current point in 
time. Following the long hours spent watching endless 
streams of power point presentations and briefs now sees 
us doing our job “for real”. For most of us, Afghanistan 
was just a selection of photographs, videos and stories 
and we couldn’t wait to finally experience it for ourselves, 
the time for us to embark for the deployment seemed very 
far away.  

Then it soon dawned on us that we only had weeks to go 
and final leave was granted; late September and mid-
October 2010 our call sign flew into the middle-east with 
the first stop being in the UAE (United Arab Emirates). 
After some medical training and zeroing shoots we em-
planed for the flight into Afghanistan. The moment was 
here. This is where our training and theory learnt would 
be finally put into practise. For all, the first sight of Afghan-
istan was when the Hercules ramp came down and we 
disembarked and looked around. Barren mountains, 
choppers flying, noise and of course, the dust. Just like in 
the photos but still a foreign sight to see.  
My call sign, I31, has been tasked with force protection 
with combat team Charlie in the district of Deh Rawud in 
the south-western corner of Uruzgan province. It borders 
Helmand and Kandahar provinces. We were settled in our 
forward operating base with an American combat team 
known as Apache Company of the 1/2 Stryker Regiment. 
For most having never worked with Americans before, we 
soon came to bond and many questions were raised re-
garding weapons and equipment and life in Australia/

USA. Within 
days of arriving 
we swung into 
work and pro-
ceeded to catch 
up with Charlie 
Section that had 
arrived 3 weeks 
prior to the main 
body of the pla-
toon. The gen-
eral consensus 
was that area 
was going to be 

A brick from I31 conduct a battlefield resupply. 

I31-B soldiers on patrol in the Tangi valley 

I31 troops providing security from a village in the Tangi valley. 
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ability to rearm and deploy IED’s and weapon systems. 
Sadly for Combat Team Charlie, on the 2 February we 
lost Engineer CPL Richard Atkinson, to an IED. Known as 
“Akkers”, he was an extremely well liked member. Anoth-
er engineer was wounded in the incident and received top 
medical treatment in Tarin Kowt hospital and has since 
returned to the Combat Team. Akkers will be sadly 
missed and it is the strength of a Combat Team to focus 
on the job at hand after incidents like the tragic one expe-
rienced. Combat Team Charlie has shown that we will not 
slow down nor lose sight of the tasks we have been as-
signed, and the goals we have set. Our Platoon is now 
over the halfway point of our deployment and what can be 
considered an already busy last few months. Our remain-
ing time is set to get even busier with what’s considered 
“fighting season” just kicking off with the start of the 
warmer weather. We are well rehearsed now in our re-
quirements needed of an infantry soldier operating in Af-
ghanistan. We are well aware of the dangers that we 
face. All the members of Combat Team Charlie would 
also like to thank the association for the support and par-
cels that we have received whilst in country. It’s not just 
support from family that will get us over the line but from 
home in general and the generation before us from 5 
RAR. 

PTE Matthew Richards 
Force Protection Platoon, I31  

LCPL Neil Bautista and PTE Matthew Richards (Santa) celebrating 
Christmas Day in an unconventional way. 

The 5 RAR Association triennial membership period 
ended on Monday 29 February 2020 and should have 
be received by that date.  

To the right of your name on the address sheet of 
this Tiger Tales, you will find a date or text shown. 
This will tell you to when you are financial. If this 
date is shown as 2020 you will need to pay $50.00 to 
extend your membership to 28 February 2023. 

If the date shown is later than 2020, or if there is any 
text shown there, you do not have to do anything at 
all. 

Payment can be made by Bank Transfer, cheque or 
Money Order, for details see the form on page 20. 

5 RAR ASSOCIATION DUES 

JUNGLE TESTS OFFICERS 
For the first time in a generation, infantry lieutenants on 
their Regimental Officer Basic Course have completed 
jungle operations as a part of their package.  
The course took advantage of the air mobility provided by 
two Chinooks from 5 Aviation Regiment, airlifting the offic-
ers from Lavarack Barracks to the Tully training area. 
The two-week jungle operations package allowed partici-
pants to learn how to work with other capabilities, such as 
combat engineer search teams, to conduct realistic train-
ing scenarios in complex warfare.  
School of Infantry instructor CAPT Michael Jack said the 
activity was the culmination point for the course, designed 
to test students on how well they could conduct opera-
tions in challenging conditions. 
“In North Queensland, we have access to the jungle envi-
ronment, which is complex due to the vegetation and the 
concealment,” CAPT Jack said.  

“It allowed participants 
to conduct lessons, 
learn from these les-
sons and apply the 
knowledge – preparing 
them for future ap-
pointments as infantry 
platoon commanders 
in their battalions.”  
Course participant LT 
Patrick Omodei, of 3 
RAR, said he enjoyed 
applying his knowledge 
to a different training 
environment.  
“The jungle environ-
ment affords a number 
of new considerations 

we have to take into account,” LT Omodei said.  
“We’ll apply this knowledge in our future operations as 
infantry platoon commanders.”  
CO School of Infantry LTCOL James Smith said the sig-
nificant redevelopment of this course would better pre-
pare lieutenants for command than ever before.  
“Students have tested themselves in a range of environ-
ments,” LTCOL Smith said.  
“They’ve needed to develop their quick appreciation skills 
and make decisions under pressure. This takes resilience 
and mental and physical fitness. 
“Our training is tough, but it mirrors the demands of com-
mand in conditions they may well find themselves fighting 
in, in future conflicts.”  
Many of the officers have now moved onto the Mecha-
nised Regimental Officer Course with the School of Ar-
mour before returning to their battalions as qualified infan-
try platoon commanders. 

MAJ Carrie Robards 
Photo: CPL Brodie Cross 

Courtesy ARMY News 

LT Rafaello Boccabella, of 5 RAR, 
patrols through the Combat Training 
Centre – Jungle Training Wing.  
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Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above, 
or, email this form and Internet Deposit Receipt/CBA Deposit Slip to gp@therbco.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as 

the reference.  

Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc: 

Membership       1 March 2020 - 28 February 2023           $50.00 
Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Cost 
Vietnam Vanguard (See Below) M $   55     
Vietnam Task (Nil stock-Reprinting) M  $   35      
The Year of the Tigers (Edition 3) L  $   65      
Honour Roll  M  $   35      
Caps  L  $   25      
Ties S  $   30      
Lapel Badges 20x13mm S  $    6      
TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm S  $   20      
5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm M  $   50      
Car Stickers       

T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round S  $    5      
T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch S  $    5      
5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons S  $    5      
T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN S  $    5     
Membership Dues (3 Year Period)   $   50      

   Grand Total: $ 
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item. 

Remit this form and payment due to: 
The Secretary 
5 RAR Association 
P O Box 698 
CARINGBAH NSW 1495  

Joining/Renewing Membership  

Change of Details  

Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 

Patrons: BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM (Ret'd) Ph: 02 6257 7249 - MAJGEN Justin Ellwood DSC AM Ph: 07 3332 6025 
President  Vice President  Secretary/Memorabilia Officer Treasurer 
David French COL Roger Wainwright Geoff Pearson LTCOL. Bill Titley OAM 
  Ph:  02 9524 3561  Ph:  07 4128 4097 
Mob:  0401 910 079 Mob:  0409 588 935 Mob:  0417 223 001  Mob:  0408 085 337 
president@5rar.asn.au  vicepres@5rar.asn.au secretary@5rar.asn.au treasurer@5rar.asn.au 
Membership Officer/TT's Editor Webmaster  Committee Member Committee Member 
Gary Townsend Ted Harrison Brian Budden SGT Chris Hayden 
Ph:  07 5594 4780    
Mob:  0412 767 975 Mob:  0403 907 775 Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob:  0407 470 919 
garyt.5rar@gmail.com webmaster@5rar.asn.au krikse2@hotmail.com hayds81@yahoo.com.au  
Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member 
Terry James Geoffrey Luck OAM Barry Ruttle MAJ. Bryan Schafer OAM 
 Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph:  02 9605 5841 
Mob:  0414 600 518 Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob:  0412 432 464 
terryj699@gmail.com  geoff.luck@bigpond.com  bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au blues5@iprimus.com.au 

Submissions for Tiger Tales to 82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4211 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com 
ACT Representative NSW Representative QLD Representative SA/NT Representative 
POSITION VACANT Barry Ruttle Vince Feenstra Mo Hancock OAM 
 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph: 07 3824 3410 Ph:  08 8556 2732 
 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob: 0427 341 515 Mob: 0414 566 212 
 bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au wfeenstra@bigpond.com moswhan@bigpond.net.au 
 TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 
  Kevin Mulligan Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 
  Ph:  03 6427 8257  Ph: 08 9304 1333 

  Mob:  0417 373 024 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 
  tasrep@5rar.asn.au doug.bishop@internode.on.net  warep@5rar.asn.au 

Current at 22nd November 2020, 

The Association has limited stock of ‘Vietnam Vanguard’ or it is available on the ANU Press website at:  
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/vietnam-vanguard  



 

NOMINATION FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 2021 

 

In  accordance  with  Clause  18  of  the  5  RAR  Association  Constitution  nominations  are  called  for 

committee membership  for  the year 2021.   All  current office holders retire  in accordance with  the 

Constitution and are eligible for re‐election. 

 

Nomination Form 

 

1.  Nomination of Candidate 

 

Name of Nominee: [please print] .............................................................................. is nominated for the 

position  of  [specify  as  appropriate  ‐  President,  Vice‐President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  8  ordinary 

committee members.] 

 

[position].........................................................................................for the year 2021 

 

Nominator: [signature]: .................................................................. 

 

Name: [please print]  .......................................................................  Date: .......................................... 

 

Seconder: [signature]  ..................................................................... 

 

Name: [please print]  .......................................................................  Date: ........................................... 

 

2.  Acceptance by Nominee 

 

I accept this nomination.             

 

 

.....................................................................        Date:  ......................................... 

[Signature of Nominee] 

Nominators and seconders are to be financial members of the Association.   Completed nomination 

forms  should  be  with  the  Secretary  before  4  January  2021.    They  may  be  posted  to  5  RAR 

Association, PO Box 698, CARINGBAH, NSW 1495 or scanned and emailed to the Secretary at 

gp@therbco.com.au  Further copies of the nomination form can be obtained from the Secretary at the 

above email address. 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

Noted as received by Secretary 

…………………………………………………………………….                                    Date: ……...................................
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