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Lieutenant Colonel Dirago joined the Aus-
tralian Army in 2003, enlisting in the Royal 
Australian Infantry Corps before commis-
sioning at the Officer Cadet School, New 
Zealand. He served as a Platoon Com-
mander with the 3rd Battalion (Parachute) 
and as a Company Commander in both the 
3rd and 1st Battalions of the Royal Australian 
Regiment (RAR). He has also served as the 
Adjutant of the 1st/19th Battalion, Royal New 
South Wales Regiment. Lieutenant Colonel 
Dirago proudly assumed command of the 5th 
Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment in 
October 2019. 
In addition to regimental service, Lieutenant 
Colonel Dirago has held appointments as 
the Package Master Field Training, III Class 
and Small Group Instructor at the Royal Military College – 
Duntroon. His staff appointments include Aide-de-Camp 
to the Commander Forces Command and most recently 
as a Campaign Planner at Headquarters Joint Operations 
Command. 
As a Platoon Commander, he deployed to Timor-Leste in 
2006 on OP ASTUTE and to Afghanistan in 2008 with the 
Fourth Reconstruction Task Force on OP SLIPPER. He 
deployed to the Solomon Islands as the Company Sec-
ond in Command in 2010 on OP ANODE Rotation 21. His 

most recent deployment was to Afghanistan 
in 2015 as Officer Commanding Force Pro-
tection Element Three, OP HIGHROAD, with 
primary responsibilities as force protection 
and Operations Officer of a coalition adviso-
ry team. 
Lieutenant Colonel Dirago is a graduate of 
the United States Marine Corps University 
School of Advanced Warfighting (SAW) and 
a Distinguished Graduate of the Command 
and Staff Course. He holds a Bachelor of 
Commerce from Macquarie University, a 
Masters of Military Studies and a Masters of 
Operational Studies from the Marine Corps 
University. His service has been recognised 
as a Platoon Commander with a Command-
er Joint Task Force 633 Bronze Commenda-

tion, as a Company Second in Command with a Com-
mander Joint Operations Silver Commendation, and as 
the Operations Officer for the 205th Coalition Advisory 
Team with a United States Bronze Star. 
Lieutenant Colonel Dirago is married to Angela, an expe-
rienced High School Science Teacher and loving mother 
to their infant son, Oliver. While Lieutenant Colonel Dira-
go enjoys the outdoors, running, and motorcycles of any 
nature, the arrival of a first born child has improved his 
priorities in life. 

THE 2020 REUNION 
It is now less than 3 months to our 2020 National Reunion (29 Feb-2 March 
2020) on the Gold Coast and all arrangements have been completed.  
At this stage there are over 440 Members, and guests who have already 
booked and paid, securing their attendance.  
Time is short as there is less than a month for you to be able to book to attend 
this reunion, bookings will definitely close on Tuesday 31 December. 
As advised earlier, this may be the 5 RAR Association’s last National Reunion 
for some of our Vietnam era members.  
The 5 RAR Association has contributed a considerable subsidy to this Reun-
ion to enable as many Members as possible to attend.  
A listing of the individual functions of the Reunion is shown on Page 15. 
As if I need remind you, we are not getting any younger and this could be the 
last time you may enjoy the company of your Battalion mates. Remember;  

“Mates yesterday, Mates today, Mates forever.” 
Come on TIGERS, let’s do this together! 
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officers become unit commanders and 
more senior officers reaching the highest 
ranks. 
Under our constitution, I am required to pro-
vide an annual statement on the status of 
the Association which I will gladly present at 
our AGM on 2 March.  Suffice to say here, 
that we remain in a very strong position, 
both financially and with membership num-
bers in comparison to other Associations.    
This issue also encloses a nomination form 
for committee positions which close 28 
days prior to the AGM.  Consequently, I am 
not yet in a position to formally announce 
my successor.  Ideally, a number of com-
mittee positions will be filled by post 2006 
members of the battalion as this will provide 
a strong foundation for transition to a 

younger generation to keep our future intact. 
I would like to thank my fellow committee members for 
the outstanding work they have undertaken over the past 
year. Several of them have been on our committee longer 
than I have which says much for their loyalty and love of 
the tiger clan. I must also thank Tina, who throughout my 
tenure as President has been a loyal sounding board and 
given me no-nonsense advice and commentary when 
required! 
I look forward to catching up with many of you at our re-
union. Geoff Pearson has led a small team including Gary 
Townsend, Brasso Bamblett and Brian Budden in orches-
trating the reunion which I am sure will be a great suc-
cess. See you there. 

Roger Wainwright 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Fellow tigers, 
It is hard to believe that another year has 
flown by with the festive season almost up-
on us again. 
LTCOL Travis Gordon has left the battalion 
and is now in the Middle-East.  Throughout 
his command he has been a very strong 
supporter of the Association and has al-
ways made older tiger veterans most wel-
come at battalion activities.  On your behalf, 
I thank Travis for his support and wish him 
all the best for his current deployment as 
well as for his future career.  Now as an 
affirmed senior tiger, I know he will stay in 
touch with the Association.  
I warmly welcome LTCOL Matthew Dirago 
who assumed command in October.  Mat-
thew’s impressive biography is on the cover 
page and we have already established a strong working 
relationship that I know will grow throughout his tenure in 
command. 
You will have noticed that all issues of Tiger Tales are 
now more blended by combining the past and the pre-
sent. The significant input from the CO and his sub-units 
is enjoyable to read and provides us with an informative 
insight into modern soldiering.  We appreciate that de-
ployed sub-units, such as D Company currently on Op 
HIGHROAD in Afghanistan have contributed.  With such 
a busy operational and training schedule there seems 
little time available for soldiers to paint stones white!  
Our 55th anniversary reunion at Twin Towns commencing 
on 29 February is covered elsewhere in this issue. About 
450 members and guests have so far confirmed attend-
ance and there is still time for others to be part of this last 
major reunion of our Vietnam era.  All activities are de-
tailed on Page 15 and in the inserts with this edition. 
Our new book Vietnam Vanguard is in its final proof stag-
es and will be published in the new year. I am delighted 
that MAJGEN Stuart Smith who has strong links to the 
tiger battalion has kindly accepted our invitation to official-
ly launch the book. This will occur at Twin Towns on 2 
March immediately following our Annual General Meeting. 
The book has contributing authors across all ranks of the 
first tour as well as other well credentialed contributors. It 
will be a good read and an important historical contribu-
tion to our legacy. 
Whilst on historical matters, we have also commenced a 
project to capture the history of 5 RAR following the un-
linking of 5/7 RAR in 2006. Whilst in its infancy, LTCOL 
Troy Ramage who has extensive service in 5 RAR and a 
background in history will play a lead part in this project. 
More will follow on this project as it develops. 
This will be my last message in Tiger Tales as President 
of our Association, a position I have truly enjoyed for 15 
years when Colin Kahn asked me to take over from him 
following our 2005 reunion in Canberra. It has been 
fun.  It has kept me in touch with my fellow tiger veterans 
from the Vietnam era and given me a great opportunity to 
get to know many contemporary veterans and closely 
follow the exploits of the current battalion. In that time, I 
have seen outstanding NCO’s become RSM’s, young 

Wishing all Association, Battalion  

members and their families a very 

 

 

 

The Editor 
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ness Training Centre (JRTC). The company partnered 
with elements from the 25th Infantry Division for blank and 
live fire activities. Observer trainers and live fire range 
appointments were provided by Australia’s Combat Train-
ing Centre, enabling the company to continue the refine-
ment of foundation warfighting skills established during 
the JWS. This activity enhanced the Battalion’s ability to 
deploy a sub-unit offshore, integrate with coalition part-
ners, and enhance combined arms relationships within 
the 1st Brigade. C Company returned to Australia with 
praise from our US Partners for their field craft, field disci-
pline, and tactical manoeuvre. Well done C Company. 
The maintenance and enhancement of 5 RAR’s relation-
ship with the Tentara Nasional Indonesia (TNI – Indone-
sian Armed Forces) was, and will remain, a critical focus 
for the Battalion. Ex’s RHINO AUSINDO (RA) and WIRRA 
JAYA (WJ) are at the centre of this relationship, with Ex 
RA focused on mentoring and Ex WJ as a sub-unit ex-
change activity. The aim for both exercises has evolved 
from previous rifle company based activities to more com-
bined arms capabilities led by Support Company in 2019. 
The evolution of these exercises demonstrates the im-
portance of our ongoing and personal relationship with 
the Indonesian military. 
Lastly, the Battalion has and continues to support opera-
tions as our Main Effort. D Company is deployed in sup-
port of Australia’s contribution to the NATO mission in 
Afghanistan. D Company, with a platoon from 2 RAR at-
tached, formed the nucleus of Force Protection Element – 
12 (FPE-12), tasked with providing intimate security to 
Australians mentoring and advising Afghan security force 
counterparts. The maturity shown by some of the Battal-
ion’s junior soldiers illustrates the effectiveness of the 
training delivered and the quality of people in the unit. At 
the time of writing C Company are preparing to deploy on 
FPE-13, rotating in theatre with D Coy and providing yet 
another opportunity to demonstrate 5 RAR’s operational 
capabilities. 
Elements of B Company, after completing JWS commit-
ments, switched to focus on building specific capabilities 
for deployment to the Middle East to support the Iraqi Se-
curity Forces. By the time of publication advanced parties 
will have deployed into theatre. 
So what for 2020? The Tiger Battalion has now com-
menced the READY year of the Force Generation Cycle. 
We will rotate D and C Companies through Force Protec-
tion Element rotations, deploy elements of B Coy and 
BHQ on Task Group Taji, and reinforce 7 RAR, Army’s 
Ready Battle Group (RBG) for short notice deployments. 
The Battalion will reform in December 2019 as a single 
Rifle Company (Bravo), Log, and Support Company to 
ensure our training in 2020 is relevant and focussed. We 
will conduct training activities with the Japanese Ground 
Self Defence Force (JGSDF), United States Marine Corps 
(USMC) and the Tentara Nasional Indonesia (TNI – Indo-
nesian Armed Forces). The Battalion will conduct activi-
ties to commemorate our shared history around the anni-
versary Binh Ba with the RSM eagerly pursuing options 
for a parade. Reintegrating forces returning from opera-
tions is an important part of our responsibility, as is re-
cording their achievements in the Battalion’s collective 
history and we look forward to welcoming back D, then C, 

(Continued on page 4) 

CO’S REPORT 
G’day Tigers, 
I’d like to start my first Commanding Officers update to 
the 5 RAR Association with two heartfelt thanks. Firstly, to 
the Association President COL Roger Wainwright (Ret’d) 
and David French for taking the time to meet with me in 
Canberra and introduce me to the association. It is a 
strong relationship which I hope to maintain and develop 
in my tenure. Secondly, to LTCOL Travis Gordon, CSM, 
for his outstanding leadership of the Battalion over the 
last two years. Trav will not want me to make a fuss, how-
ever his personal drive and professionalism will leave an 
indelible mark on the Battalion for years to come. On be-
half of the Battalion I would like to thank him, Belinda, 
Griffin, and Gracyn for their commitment and sacrifices 
over the last two years. By the time of publication LTCOL 
Gordon will be deployed with Task Group Taji, OP OKRA 
and we wish him and the team well. 
In this update I will outline the Battalions achievements 
since the August Tiger Tales and a preview of our activi-
ties in 2020. In the last update Maj Cameron Ellis, the 
Battalion 2IC, highlighted that the majority of the Battalion 
was committed to improving the Battalion’s foundation 
warfighting skills on the Joint Warfare Series (JWS), C 
Company was preparing for a rotation to the Joint Readi-
ness Training Centre in the United States, International 
Engagement activities were afoot, and we were preparing 
groups for known operations.  
Firstly to the JWS. The JWS was an opportunity for the 
Tiger Battalion to develop the RAR and Army’s under-
standing of mounted operations by a motorised infantry 
battle group. The Battalions investment in the 1st Ar-
moured Regiment Warfighter Exercise (WFX) and Ex 
TALISMAN SABRE (TS) 19 was an evolutionary step in 
the development of 5 RAR’s motorised capability. B and 
C Companies, with Support Company, engineer and artil-
lery attachments, were allocated to Battle Group (BG) 
LION for the WFX, forming two separate motorised com-
bat teams. C Company reprised long neglected riverine 
insertion techniques, inserting by small boat behind the 
enemy forward line of troops, dislocating the enemy forc-
es and undermining the enemy commander’s design for 
battle. Both companies brought the lessons from the WFX 
to BG TIGER during Ex TS 19, establishing new standard 
operating procedures that became the bedrock of BG 
TIGER’s manoeuvre. 
The 1st Brigade concept of operations for Ex TS 19 creat-
ed an excellent opportunity for BG TIGER to partner with 
Task Group (TG) BLACK from the New Zealand Army 
and Task Force (TF) WOLFHOUND from the United 
States Army. Operating with two different nations across 
differing communications systems and employing differ-
ent methods of movement highlighted the complex nature 
of coalition operations. This tested the Battalion’s com-
mand, communications, and logistics systems, however, 
overcoming these challenges is exactly why we under-
take such large training activities.  
Onto International Engagement Activities. C Company 
with force elements from 1 CER and 8/12 Regt, was the 
first Australian Army combat team to participate in a US 
Army Brigade Combat Team rotation at the Joint Readi-
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and finally force elements attached to Task Group Taji. 
By October 2020 the Battalion will have completed our 
operational rotation in the READY year, have reintegrated 
all personnel, and will be deep into our support and spe-
cialist courses period. The Tigers have another busy and 
productive year ahead. 
As a new Tiger to the fold I am proud to join a Battalion 
with such a strong legacy and look forward to working 
with the Association over the next two years. I look for-
ward to seeing you all, either here in Darwin, at your re-
union on the Gold Coast, or in Canberra for the national 
commemoration of the Battle of Binh Ba. 

Duty First 
Matthew Dirago 

BRAVO COMPANY 
In 2019 Bravo Company carried on with their stellar per-
formance as the Champion Company of 2018 and contin-
ued to push the boundaries of training, proving once 
again to the Battalion and Brigade that we are a tough, 
proud and capable fighting force. This has been a testa-
ment to all members who have served in Bravo Company 
through 2019, which has been a demanding and chal-
lenging training year for the Battalion.  
The first major training activity for 2019 kicked off with the 
company deploying to Kangaroo Flats Training Area 
(KFTA) to complete a series of Live Fire shooting ranges, 
focused on sharpening our shooting skills and building 
the team in preparation for our deployment to the jungle 
to complete a Sub-Unit Training activity in Tully. During 

our training in Tully, 
the company complet-
ed Section and Pla-
toon level training sce-
narios aimed at devel-
oping our Standard 
Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) in the jungle 
environment. The two 
week training activity 
culminated in a pla-
toon level live fire at-
tack where the junior 
leaders were able to 
test their skills in the 
harsh and challenging 
environment that the 
jungle has to offer. 
Notwithstanding the 
fact that the platoons 

lived for two weeks tired, wet and battling the poisonous 
flora within the jungle, the company thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience in Tully and celebrated the end of the ex-
ercise with a few well-earned beers. 
On return from the jungle, there was no time to rest and 
Bravo Company took part in the Battalion’s Colours Pa-
rade in Darwin, assuming the duties as the Company 

(Continued from page 3) Guard for the colours as Champion Company. This was 
an outstanding event and a rare moment in history that all 
the soldiers of Bravo Company were proud to be a part. 
Of note, the opportunity to socialise with some of the 5th 
Battalions veterans and share stories of past and present 
was a fantastic experience and one that the soldiers and 
officers of Bravo Company will cherish into the future. 
On 05 June, 2019, 
Combat Team Bravo 
(CT-B) deployed to 
Shoal Water Bay 
Training Area 
(SWBTA) to join 1st 
Armoured Regiment in 
a Battle Group Warf-
ighter (BG WFX) activ-
ity run by the Combat 
Training Centre 
(CTC). Encompassing 
CT-B were elements 
from 1st Combat Engi-
neer Regiment, 8/12 
Artillery Regiment, 1st 
Military Police Battal-
ion, 1st Armoured Reg-
iment, 1st Close Health 
Battalion and a num-
ber of different logistical support elements from 5 RAR. 
This was the first time CT-B had worked together in 2019 
and proved to be an excellent opportunity to integrate our 
skills and tactics to form a highly effective fighting force. 
This was also the first opportunity Bravo Company de-
ployed with their full fleet of Protected Mobility Vehicles 
(PMVs), allowing us to test the motorised capability at the 
sub-unit level. Whilst the company tested the PMVs to 
their fullest capability, we did not escape our dismounted 
role, finding ourselves walking through the night in sup-
port of Battle Group LION’s mounted manoeuvre. The 
soldiers of Bravo Company displayed true resilience in 
their actions and a level of mental and physical robust-
ness to be proud of.  
After a well-earned night off in Rockhampton, Bravo Com-
pany returned to the field and continued their training in 
SWBTA with the conduct of a Company level live fire at-
tack, prior to commencing the key collective training activ-
ity for the year in Exercise Talisman Sabre 19. This time, 
CT-B was back to its origins and working as part of Battle 
Group TIGER. This activity produced an excellent Com-
bined Arms Training (CAT) activity through the conduct of 
Engineer led routes clearances, urban sweeps and Stabil-
ity Operations, all while being supported by indirect fire 
and fast air coordinated by our Joint Fires Team from 
8/12 Artillery Regiment. In addition to integrating our skills 
with 1st Brigade units, Bravo Company had the opportuni-
ty to work alongside elements of the New Zealand and 
American Armed Forces which provided all of our mem-
bers with a unique training experience and many lessons 
to take forward with us in future training and operations.  
On return from SWBTA, Bravo Company took some well-
deserved leave prior to switching focus to building our 
individual skills on Combat First Aid courses, promotions 
courses for our up and coming Junior Non-Commissioned 

CO’S REPORT - Cont.  BRAVO COMPANY - Cont.  

B Company section patrol at Tully 

Troops receiving training from in-
structors at Tully 
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Officers (JNCOs) and Combat Shooting Skills ranges. 
Additionally, Bravo Company soldiers proudly represent-
ed the Battalion in the Duke of Gloucester Cup, led by 
one of our Section Commanders, Corporal Mitch Bow-
man; bringing home the winning trophy for Section Foun-
dation Warfighting Skills.  
Elements of Bravo Company are now preparing to deploy 
to Iraq at the end of 2019 on Operation OKRA, focused 
on building partner capacity with the Iraqi Security Forc-
es. For many soldiers of Bravo Company, this deploy-
ment has been an exciting opportunity on the horizon, to 
test their skills and broaden their experience on their first 
operational deployment. 2019 has been a challenging but 
exciting year for Bravo Company. On behalf of the Com-
pany, I would like to thank all the families of our soldiers 
who have shown such great support throughout the year 
and as we prepare to deploy into 2020. Without this sup-
port, our ability to be prepared and ready to execute the 
next mission would be that much harder. Bravo Company 
continues to display the attributes of a champion compa-
ny and has proven itself as an effective fighting force 
throughout 2019. We look forward to the challenges and 
opportunities that lay ahead for Bravo Company in 2020 
as a proud sub-unit of the Tiger Battalion.  

MAJ Brett Edmonds 

CHARLIE COMPANY 
In June and July this year, the Jackals deployed to 
Shoalwater Bay for the conduct of Ex PREDATORS RUN 
and Ex TALISMAN SABRE 19. On PREDATORS RUN, C 
Coy were attached to 1st Armoured Regiment and were 
utilised for Riverine Operations; this provided an oppor-
tunity for the soldiers to insert across open ocean into 
small crocodile infested creeks and through the man-
groves as a complete Combat Team with Mortar Pl and 
Engineers.  After a Battle Group Urban Battle in Raspber-
ry Creek, C Coy culminated in a live fire Combat Team 
deliberate attack where the company performed to a high 
standard and set the company up for success on TALIS-
MAN SABRE.  
Charlie Company reattached to BG Tiger for TALISMAN 
SABRE. The company were tasked with another riverine 
insertion, this time by night. After the CHQ boat sunk sev-

eral kilometres off shore, the soldiers attempted to hide 
their gleaming smiles, reset and hit the mangroves again 
to envelop the 6 RAR opposition. The use of coordinated 
attacks from unexpected terrain surprised the Brisbane 
soldiers paying more attention to their hair than security. 

From 23 September to 07 October, C Coy headed off to 
the US, attaching to 25th Infantry Division for a rotation to 
the Joint Readiness Training Centre (JRTC) in Fort Polk, 
Louisiana. For the Jackals, JRTC included defensive op-
erations, air mobile operations and a direct-action task 
within the large urban training facilities available. The 
Jackals time in the US ended in the participation of a live 
fire exercise while attached to 3/4 Cavalry Squadron 
(Stryker). The live fire serial included US Army Cavalry, 
Infantry and Combat Engineers as well as a British Army 
Infantry Combat Team. JRTC cemented every hard won 
lesson Charlie had this year and as a combat team are 
more lethal for it.  
Looking onwards Charlie Company begins preparations 
for their deployment to FPE-13 in Afghanistan in early 
2020. This will see the company conducting multiple 
courses in order to upskill all the soldiers in preparation 
for service on operations.  
Finally, the Jackals farewell MAJ Breckenridge, CAPT 
Woodcock-Smith, LT Ede-Jones, CPL Knox and CPL 
Tanner. MAJ Chris Leeds is welcomed as the new OC for 
C Coy leading into the training and preparation for Force 
Protection Element-13. We wish these members all the 
best and thank them for their contributions to the compa-
ny.  

LT Nick Borges 

DELTA COMPANY 
CHQ 
On 24 June 19 the soldiers and officers of Delta Compa-
ny stepped into the future, or at least what felt like the 
future. It was on this day that the gates to the Equipment 
Mounting Facility (EMF), a facility owned by Joint Logis-
tics Unit - North (JLU-N), swung open and signalled the 
start of the Mission Specific Training (MST) A vast 
change from the circa 2003 hangars of 5 RAR, the EMF 
is a well-crafted building complex with modern technical 
equipment and space to effectively train the soldiers. 
Over the coming month, it would see everything from ur-
ban clearances with paint simunition, rapid vehicle cross-

(Continued on page 6) 
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C Coy members approach a riverine insertion 

The insertion completed 
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over drills and hand to hand combat. This will pave the 
road for Delta Company to deploy on Operation HIGH-
ROAD in Afghanistan. 
However, in keeping with other fine Army traditions this 
adventure started like all good Defence-sponsored activi-
ties, with paperwork..  a monumental amount of paper-
work, with an even larger amount of staff hours. But those 
of Delta Company are resilient and after the onslaught of 
webforms and many ‘resubmits’, it was onto the nuts and 
bolts. 
Enter – Paul Cale and his crew from Kinetic Fighting 

Paul kicked down the door to the EMF and signalled the 
start of the Mission Specific Training (MST) phase and 
with it came ‘The Bullring of Optimal Combat Behav-
iours’ (Named by 2IC D COY CAPT B Dorland). Over the 
next month, Delta Company would cycle through the fol-
lowing areas of training: Tactical Care of the Combat 
Casualty [a course designed to train soldiers to adminis-
ter high level first aid from the point of injury in a kinetic 
situation], Infantry Combat Behaviours – Tactical [a 
course designed by Kinetic Fighting], advanced medical 
training for the Combat First Aiders (CFA), lessons on 
how to operate the lifesaving Electronic Counter 
Measures (ECM) and range practices on weapon sys-
tems including; 9mm close quarters shooting, EF88 com-
bat shooting, HK417, MAG 58 and live fire Guardian An-
gel (GA) drills [similar to close personal protection drills] 
The highlight was undoubtedly the first-class training De-
livered by Paul and his team. Made up of Ex-Special forc-
es soldiers and enablers and Police officers from Tactical 
Response backgrounds, they ran through a curriculum 
based off experiences and knowledge gained over years 
of Kinetic and non-kinetic operations across the globe. 
This saw the soldiers trained in: Combat shooting and the 
combat mindset, tactical vehicle drills, GA drills, close 
quarters combat both hand to hand and with a pistol and 
the single most important self-defence technique known 
to man – The Aussie Rack – a manoeuvre so fierce it 
would be impossible to describe it too you. 
Many bruises and 90,000 rounds (Thanks SGT Buckley) 
down range later saw us at the final hurdle, the Mission 
Readiness Exercise (MRE). The brainchild of OC Delta 
Company and a fly away team from The 1st Division (with 
their shiny Defence credit card). After four days of driving 
around Darwin between Defence bases, dealing with 
IEDs and reacting to deteriorating situations as the Quick 

(Continued from page 5) Reaction Force (QRF) Delta Company was officially 
signed off and ready to deploy overseas.  
Tears and Cheers 
Much like the scene from “We Were Soldiers” at 2300 on 
the 13th of August, from out of the darkness surrounding 
Darwin Airport walked 140 odd members of Delta Compa-
ny. Some by themselves, others accompanied by silent 
loved ones come to say their goodbyes. It was a mixture 
of excitement, sadness and wonderment of the unknown 
but strengthened by the support of so many partners, 
family members and fellow 5 RAR members, early the 
next morning we boarded the flight to Al Minhad Air Base 
(AMAB), Dubai, United Arab Emirates.  
Red flying over AMAB 
AMAB was a whirlwind of 
further mandatory training 
and briefs, with the only sal-
vation coming in the form of 
the coffee shop ‘Bean Around 
the MEAO’ and the Camp 
Baird Mess Wrap Bar. But 
still the tired and weary sol-
diers and officers of Delta 
Company pushed on, waking 
up every day to a morale in-
spiring sight. 
After our quick stop over in 
AMAB it was finally time for 
our last plane ride into Afghanistan, where our journey 
would really begin. 
Landing in Hamid Karzai International Airport (HKIA), Ka-
bul, we were greeted by the Commander of Task Group 
Afghanistan who proudly presented us with our Task 
Group Afghanistan Resolute Support patches, a symbol 
of our commitment to the NATO-led mission. However, 
this would be the last time that all of Delta Company 
would be together, with each respective Platoon moving 
off in their separate direction to start their new jobs sup-
porting Australia’s National interests and showing off the 
immense capability that 5 RAR has too offer. 
We have all now settled into our individual roles around 
Kabul with soldiers positioned in HKIA, Resolute Support 
Headquarters (RS HQ) and at Camp Qargha (A com-
bined British and Australian Company structure) By all 

Delta Coy flag flies over  AM-
AB, Dubai. 
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accounts we are representing 5 RAR to the highest 
standard, our OC MAJ Evangelidis has (self-professed) 
won the battle at least twice. The CSM, WO2 Kelly has 
transited across Kabul more times than the Russians and 
he would want you to believe that it is to see the soldiers, 
however some say he is on a hunt for the best brew in 
Afghanistan. 
But the trip hasn’t been without hardship. We’ve lost good 
friends to illness, who have unfortunately had to return to 
country. We’ve come to learn that the ever-changing na-
ture of conflict can affect us in unpredictable ways, high-
lighted best by the loss of our Relief Out of Country Leave 
(ROCL) relief team; soldiers that won’t get the chance to 
represent 5 RAR overseas. 
Above all, be assured that the soldiers and officers of Del-
ta Company of 5 RAR are here, giving everything, to en-
sure that the reputation of The Tiger Battalion is known 
across Afghanistan as one of Respect, Professionalism 
and the highest order of soldier skills. 

LT T Mychael 

SUPPORT COMPANY 
CHQ 
2019 provided another year for Support Company to 
demonstrate why it is the senior company in 5RAR. Com-
manded by Major Redmond Dale, and Warrant Officer 
Class Two Joel McMahon, Support Company in 2019 
dominated in all aspects of Regimental life. 
In the field, Support Company conducted and orchestrat-
ed multiple live fire activities; Support Company members 
exercised in Mount Bundey, Shoal Water Bay, Louisiana, 
and Java; and numerous Support Company soldiers de-
ployed on Operations Highroad and Okra.  
Members of Support Company also represented the Bat-
talion on the ski slopes, the AFL oval, cross country 
tracks, combative arena, and the swimming pool. In par-
ticular PTE Woolmington (MOR) represented the ADF in 
Rugby League, and PTE McIntyre (SIGS) snow boarded 
his way to a podium position and a busted anterior cruci-
ate ligament (ACL). 
Support Company members also achieved high success 
on Career and Officer/NCO Specialist courses; such as 
CPL Marshall (MOR) being awarded Student of Merit 
(SOM) on Officer/NCO Mortar and MFC Course, PTE H 
Smith (MOR) SOM for Subject 1 Corporal, WO2 McMah-
on (CHQ) SOM for Subject 1 on RSMs course. 

CAPT M Schumacher 
Mortars 
From the outset, the platoon has been working hard to re-
establish its rightful status as the battalion's senior pla-
toon. And while some obstacles remain, particularly step-
ping out from the shadow of the prima donna that is Re-
connaissance and Sniping Platoon (RS PL), Mortar Pla-
toon (I80) has done a great job so far.  
This year saw the conduct of a Basic Mortar Course; 
where the PT and training program disillusioned the stu-

dents of any impressions about an easy life in I80. The 
course led into and culminated with Ex Tiger’s Run in 
which a week of live fire realised months of hard training 
efforts by the platoon. 

The next big challenge for I80 was Exercise Talisman 
Sabre, which was preceded by a WFX - just for good 
measure. A two month adventure in Shoal Water Bay 
Training Area was an excellent opportunity to see the 
platoon perform in real time and a testament to the pro-
fessionalism and grit of the men of I80. This period includ-
ed long stomps, live-fire support to the rifle company at-
tacks, and plenty of opportunities to outshine DFSW as 
the masters of effective long range support. 
The remainder of the year has seen the platoon spread 
around the battalion, with members deploying to Iraq and 
Afghanistan; as well as future exercise in Louisiana and 
Indonesia.  

At the time of writing, I80 has settled back into a skill 
maintenance rhythm. And despite ready for a well-
deserved rest, I80 continues to demonstrate and increase 
its efficiency and lethality.   

CPL L Cornish 
Recon, Sniper, Surveillance 
The men of RS PL had a very productive 2019, led by 
Lieutenant Nicholas Pullinen (PL COMD), Sergeant Ja-
son Leuken (RS PL SGT), and Sergeant Matthew Mack 
(Sniper Supervisor).  

(Continued on page 8) 

SUPPORT COMPANY - Cont.  

Basic Mortar Course and I80 complete at the completion of Ex 
Tiger’s Walk. 

I80 during Ex TS with members of the US 27th Infantry Regiment 
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and 
amendments to your contact details should be for-
warded to:  

Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,  
82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.   

07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com 

THE LOUDEST SOUNDS IN THE WORLD 
6th Rock Concerts 

5th Fireworks 
4th Gunfire 

3rd A Blue Whale 
2nd The Space Shuttle 

1st Dropping your SLR on parade! 

SUPPORT COMPANY - Cont.  

The year began with the majority of the PL taking a month 
long holiday in Perth, which was thinly veiled as a military 
tasking. LT Pullinen then put his skills as 1 Brigade’s 
premier Adventurous Training Leader to the test, support-
ing the development of junior soldiers through climbing 
and abseiling activities.  
The PL then participated in EX Tiger’s Run 19, which pri-
marily consisted of Live Fire Break Contact ranges for the 
entire Platoon, and Advanced Static Field Firing for the 
Snipers. At the conclusion of the live fire activities, the PL 
conducted raids on the 1 CSSB defensive position, man-
aging to gently wake the CO of the Battalion from his 
slumber and take over a machine gun pit without being 
detected. Of note, LT Pullinen donned his head and 
shoulders, armed himself with a HK417 assault rifle, and 
spent 45 minutes perfecting his cam cream before suc-
cessfully participating in the raid. 
June and July were extremely busy, with the PL deployed 
in support of EX Warfighter and EX Talisman Sabre 19. 
Some very hard work was put in by the soldiers of the PL, 
covering long distances in arduous terrain and with heavi-
ly weighted packs. Overall, the PL performed to a very 
high standard, supporting the wider Battle Group and Bri-
gade intelligence collection efforts to enable mission suc-
cess.  
In late August the Sniper Cell conducted additional Field 
Firing training at Mount Bundey Training Area. The Re-
connaissance element also conducted post course retest-
ing of trainees, qualifying additional soldiers as Recon-
naissance Patrolmen. 

The remainder of the year was focused around members 
deploying on courses, and to Indonesia on EX Wirra Jaya 
with a handful of members being selected to deploy on 
operations. As part of the ‘Ready’ Bde, the remainder of 
the PL are always poised to respond to the ‘Call of Duty’.  

SGT M Mack 
Direct Fire Support Weapons (DFSW) 
In 2019 DFSW PL did what they do best; carried heavy 
and awkward loads over impractical terrain for extended 
durations.  

(Continued from page 7) 

FROM THE BATTALION - Cont. 

To kick off the key training for the year, DFSW conducted 
a live-fire exercise in Mt. Bundy. This was of excellent 
training value, being able to conduct live break contacts 
and anti-armoured (AArmd) stalks with the 84mm Carl 
Gustav. The platoon was able to fire a majority of their 
weapon systems and in the end only one person caught 
fire, with another receiving shrapnel from the 40mm Auto-
matic Grenade Launcher (AGL) (neither with significant 
injury). All in all, a great success. 

Next on the agenda for DSFW was better part of two 
months in Shoalwater Bay for Exercise Warfighter and 
Talisman Sabre. Half of the platoon was part of the water 
insertion, the other half cleared the mountains. Main tasks 
being anti-armoured blocks, enjoyed by all. 
Very soon after returning to Darwin, 64C attached to C 
Coy for JRTC in Fort Polk Louisiana, which fittingly was 
once called Tigerland (Vietnam era). 64C gained some 
valuable experience, working extremely well and remain-
ing combat effective for the entire Exercise while achiev-
ing their task of hunting enemy armoured fighting vehi-
cles. 
We also restrained ourselves from stealing anything this 
year…… 

LCPL Adams 

5 RAR Sniper Cell members on EX TS 19 

DFSW members on Ex Tiger’s Run 19 
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James ‘Jim’ White was 
Killed-In-Action in Vi-
etnam on 4 April 
1969.  Jim was a mem-
ber of 11 Platoon which 
was also my pla-
toon.  The grave is in the 
Collie town’s cemetery 
although he lived in a 
town called Cardiff a few 
miles from Collie. 
Alan McNulty and I, 
along with few other 
members of 5RAR Asso-
ciation WA Branch trav-
elled to Collie in the South West of WA for Vietnam Veter-
ans Day.  The ceremony is hosted by the town’s RSL Sub 
Branch.  Because it was the 50th Anniversary of Jim’s 
passing it was only fitting that we from 5 RAR attended. 
The guest speaker was our own Daryl Lovell, whose 
presentation was very well received. 
Here in WA many of the Vietnam Veterans from the 
South West choose to gather at a different town each 
year giving the day a stronger focus and it makes for a 
wonderful day along with fellowship on the eve of the day. 
For myself, Jim and I were in the same platoon at Pucka-
punyal and we then shared the same cubicle at Singleton 
when doing Infantry Corps training.  Jim was a very softly 
spoken man, never swore and never drank or smoked. 
I wasn’t posted to 5 RAR until after Jim’s death and ironi-
cally I was allocated his bed space. 
The ceremony was attended by Jim’s twin brothers, Ross 
and Ron, along with other family members.  They were 
very appreciative that we had travelled to Collie for the 
day and remembered Jim in this manner. 

Ray Ward 
 11 Pl, 1969/70 

FAMED DIGGER'S STATUE TO 
GRACE WHITE HOUSE  

A statue of the digger who has come to represent the 
long US-Australia alliance for Scott Morrison and Donald 
Trump will find a home in the White House. 
The Prime Minister told the US President the story of 
Leslie "Bull" Allen (see below) in their first phone call after 
Mr Morrison assumed the leadership just over a year ago. 
He has a statue of the WWII soldier from Ballarat in his 
office at Parliament House. 
Now he's commissioned Mudgee sculptor Scott Edwards 
to create a bronze statuette of Corporal Allen carrying a 
wounded American off the battlefield in Papua New Guin-
ea as a symbol of the indelible bonds that tie Australia 
and the US together. 
It is mounted on a black marble base with a plaque read-
ing: "On the occasion of the official visit by the Honoura-
ble Scott Morrison MP, Prime Minister of Australia, and 
Mrs Jennifer Morrison, to symbolise the enduring mate-
ship between the peoples of Australia and the United 
States of America, September 2019." 
Mr Morrison presented the figurine to Mr Trump when 
they met at the White House on Friday morning. 
In return, the president also looked to the military relation-
ship. 
He presented the prime minister with a model of the US 
Navy's littoral combat ship USS Canberra currently being 
built in Alabama, and a piece of the aluminium cut during 
its construction. 
Mr Trump also gave a framed map of the Battle of the 
Coral Sea, jointly fought by the two countries in 1942. 

Excerpt courtesy The Canberra Times 
21 September 2019 

CPL LESLIE ALLEN  

Mount Tambu, New Guinea. 2/5th battalion stretcher 
bearer Corporal Leslie (Bull) Allen MM, age 26, of Bal-
larat, Vic, carrying to safety an American soldier who 

had been 
knocked un-
conscious by a 
mortar bomb. 
Allen carried 
out twelve 
American cas-
ualties while 
under fire on 
Mount Tambu. 
For this gal-
lantry he re-
ceived the 
United States 
Silver Star. He 
had been 
awarded his 
Military Medal 
as a private on 
7 February 
1943 at Crystal 
Creek, Wau. 

Article and photograph courtesy AWM 

GLENELG SLSC TROPHY 
This photograph, taken on a recent visit to Adelaide by 
Roger Wainwright, shows the Alexander Remeljej Memo-
rial Trophy. This trophy is annually presented to the Most 
Conscientious Club Mem-
ber of the Glenelg Surf 
Life Saving Club. Alexan-
der was an active mem-
ber of the surf club prior 
to his deployment to Vi-
etnam. 
The display cabinet also 
includes Alexander’s ser-
vice medals and his origi-
nal slouch hat. 
Alexander, a member of 
Bravo Company, was 
killed by an incoming en-
emy grenade on 11 April 
1969.  

Ray pays his respects at the grave 
of James White in Collie, WA. 

JAMES WHITE REMEMBERED 
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WA 

Another quiet year on the NSW front, the only constant is 
the passing of members, which is why it important that we 
catch up at the reunion in February/March. You will find 
details elsewhere in this Tiger Tails. It is also time to re-
new our membership in the New Year 
A reminder also to those who don’t look at our Website, 
there is some very good information there and you can 
keep up with what the Association and the Battalion are 
doing. 
If anyone knows any info on Lloyd Smale who was a sig-
naller, attached to B Company on our first tour please let 
me know. He was one of our quiet members who never 
said anything to his family about his time in Vietnam and 
chose not to attend reunions. It was disappointing in a 

For Vietnam Veterans’ Day this year, 5 RAR was invited 
to Collie, WA, each year the Southwest RSL’s puts on a 
Service and invites the surrounding clubs to participate. 
This year it was Collie’s turn and had over 100 people 
attending, with 20 from 5 RAR including wives. 
Collie is a 3 hour drive from Perth and driving down it was 
pouring rain, hard to see for overtaking and monster 
trucks going to Collie, so Ray Ward and I took it easy and 
arrived in 3 hrs 30 mins. 
The weather was freezing and wet, it reminded me of 
Canberra last November. 
The Friday night was a Meet-‘n’-Greet at RSL Collie and 
we were well looked after by the President and the Com-
mittee. 
The Service was held on Saturday 17th Aug not the 18th 
as we normally do.  
Saturday morning before the march and service Collie 
RSL provided a free breakfast for us. We marched down 
to the local park for the service and the address was giv-
en by our local man from Collie, Darryl Lovell, who gave a 
great speech I am going to be his agent on the speaking 
Tour. 
This was the second time that Darryl has given a talk 
there, he certainly made a great impression, with his 
knowledge of the Vietnam War and what all the services 

WA - Cont. 

did, well done Darryl. Everyone appreciated your time 
and research into the War and your excellent presenta-
tion.  
Darryl then told us at the RSL about his record that still 
stands, 9 wickets for 3 runs in cricket, he said that he 
may have played for Australia if not for his military ser-
vice!  
The weather stayed fine for Saturday morning then after 
service it was back to club for lunch and drinks, then back 
to hotel for dinner and more red wine. 
5 RAR members stayed for 2 nights so there was no 
drinking and driving. Ray and myself stayed 3 nights. It 
was a great weekend as we all stayed at the same motel, 
which was within walking distance to the RSL and the 
hotel. 
Sunday, Ray and I went out to see James White grave 
site (see page 16), in Collie, as Ray was a member of D 
Coy the same as James.  
The Collie hotel opened up a hour earlier so we could 
watch the Eagles game, country towns are so friendly 
and we met some lovely people. 

Alan McNulty 

TAS 

Seventeen people from the 5 RAR extended family at-
tended this years Long Tan/Vietnam Veterans Day in 
Devonport. Members from throughout Tassie attended 
with Irvine Brooks (1st Tour) and his wife Julie travelling all 
the way from Hobart to wave the flag. 

Those in the photo are L to R: Kevin Mulligan, Irvine 
Brooks, Ricky Bott, David Brooks, Jeff Garwood, Thomas 
Higginbotham, Bruce Heron and Max Aitken. 
There is no truth in the rumour that the Brooks' boys are 
twins! 
Apologies for non-attendance were received Chuck Ke-
nane, Terry Roe, Daryl Poke, Tony Twaits, Lutz Bockisch 
and Mick Gregory. 

Kevin Mulligan 

NSW 

L-R: Johann van der Wal, Laurie Sibson and Keith Drew with the 5 
RAR Association Banner at Collie. 
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Quote: “All the war-propaganda, all the screaming 
and lies and hatred, comes invariably from people 
who are not fighting.”  

George Orwell, Homage to Catalonia 

way because I was the only one from his time in Vietnam 
to attend his funeral. Another reason why we need to at-
tend reunions and keep in contact.  
Don’t forget our usual Xmas Drinks at the Crown Hotel 
Elizabeth St Sydney on 6 December 2019 starting around 
12:00hrs. Bring your family if you want. They also have 
accommodation there which I will be looking into. 
Please let me know so I have an idea on numbers so I 
can book tables. 
All the best for Xmas to you and your families. 

Barney Ruttle 

AROUND THE STATES - Cont. 

Soldiers serving in an Infantry battalion incrementally 
evolve into a team with each dependent on the other. 
This IS especially so if those soldiers have served togeth-
er on active service; in combat and under fire. The ques-
tion then becomes 'Just how long is the glue that once 
bonded the team together, expected to endure?' 
Whilst that is not a question that I've turned my mind to in 
the past, an answer (or something very close to it) bub-
bled to the surface recently. During 5 RAR's first tour of 
Vietnam I was a digger in 8 Platoon, one of Wainwright's 
Warriors; as was a good-looking fellow called Sydney 
Shore (Syd was Mentioned-in-Despatches). Life has been 
reasonably kind to us both, except Syd recently under-
went a hip replacement - which seemed to go very well, 
until after six weeks it turned out  he had contracted 
'golden staph' and therefore needed further treatment. 
When word got out that Syd was feeling a bit ‘down in the 
dumps’ his long standing chinaplates rallied to help cheer 
him up a bit with a visit to him at Echuca Hospital. Left to 
right in photograph; Daryl McCombe, John and Lyn Bil-
ston, Bob Fletcher, Robin Lestrange, myself, Syd Shore, 
‘Stretch’ Bryan, Aileen Shore and Jenny Lestrange. In 
addition to that, Roger Wainwright (Warrior-in-Chief) was 
with us ‘in spirit’ via a lengthy telephone call, and during 
the visit another former platoon member, Dave Riik 
phoned and had a chat with Syd. 

Only Syd knows whether or not we succeeded in lifting 
his spirits, but it was not for the want of trying. I can report 
that the bonds of camaraderie continue to endure some 
53 years on, without any cracks. 

 Doug Bishop 

VIC 

NSW - Cont. VIETNAM VETERANS GATHER 
FOR REUNION IN GOOLWA  

It was a special day for a group of Vietnam veterans who 
gathered in Goolwa on Sunday August 18. Members of 5 
RAR D Company 10, 11, and 12 Platoon who hail from 
across the country, gathered for an annual reunion and 
met with local veterans from Goolwa, to mark Vietnam 
Veterans Day. Previously known as Long Tan Day, Vi-
etnam Veterans Day commemorates the service of all 
those men and women who served in Vietnam.  

On Sunday at the commemoration ceremony held at the 
Goolwa RSL, a member of the visiting group, Francis 
"Doc" Donovan, delivered a speech which described the 
reasons behind the annual reunion of veterans and their 
experiences in Vietnam. Mr Donovan described his expe-
rience as a medic when he and D Coy 5 RAR were called 
in as relief on August 19 1966, the day following the Bat-
tle of Long Tan. "Our task was to assist the remnant D 
Coy 6 RAR to clear the battle field," he said. "When we 
arrived in APCs during the early morning of August 19 
and confronted that scene of carnage and destruction, I 
for one realised the nightmare endured by both sides that 
night.” Over 2000 enemy confronted 108 of our D Coy 6 
RAR for more than four hours; attacking in wave upon 
wave of furious and deadly assault. Those waves lay right 
there in front of us still, in mutilated death. "How D Coy 6 
RAR endured and survived that nightmare with 18 dead 
and 30 odd wounded still leaves me in awe of their cour-
age, endurance, mateship and sacrifice. I saw those AN-
ZAC values displayed again and again in my own unit, if 
on smaller scales. "We became brothers in arms with the 
men we served," he said.  
While Sunday was a time for somber remembrance, the 
visiting 5 RAR veterans and their wives enjoyed a fantas-
tic weekend, with their reunion this year hosted by Gool-
wa's Bryan (pictured far-left) and Madeleine O'Donnell. 
They laughed, sang, and joked together and after enjoy-
ing a welcome by Mayor Keith Parkes at Art WorX on 
Friday night, sampled local wine and cruised the 
Coorong, whilst as always, reflecting on their mates who 
did not return home or who have since passed. 

Courtesy Victor Harbour Times, Jack Manning 
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2789755 GEORGE RICHARD WARD 
30 January 1947 - 16 August 2019 

PTE George Ward died in a Newcas-
tle, NSW, hospital at mid-morning of 
Friday 16 August. He had been in 
palliative care for the last couple of 
years, suffering from Alzheimer's dis-
ease. 
George was deployed to South Vi-
etnam for the full term of the Battal-
ion’s 1969-70 tour of duty. He served 

with 6 Section 5 Platoon B Company, operating as the 
section’s tail-end charlie for most of the time. George was 
well liked by his mates and was considered to be a ‘good 
guy’. 
A Funeral Service was held for George on Friday 23 Au-
gust at Pettigrew Family Funerals, Wallsend, NSW. Med-
als were worn and an RSL Poppy Service was included in 
the service.  

55069 ROBERT SLATER 
2 January 1942 - 23 July 2019 

CPL Robert ‘Slats’ Slater died on 
Tuesday 23 July, he had been resid-
ing in an aged care facility for some 
time. 
Bob served as a section commander 
in 2 Platoon A Company for the Bat-
talion’s full 1966-67 tour of South Vi-
etnam (SVN).  
He returned to SVN with the Battalion in 1969, serving 
with the same sub-unit. He was WIA in March 1969 when 
the vehicle he was travelling in hit a mine. Bob was medi-
cally repatriated to Australia in November 1969. 
A Funeral Service was held for Bob at the Metropolitan 
Funeral Home Chapel, Kippa-Ring, QLD on Monday 29 
July. His service mates were in attendance at his funeral. 

2788408 WILLIAM OWEN O’MARA 
24 April 1947 - 3 August 2019 

PTE William ‘Bill’ O’Mara died on the 
evening of Saturday 3 August, he had 
not been travelling well for a while. 
Bill served with 5 RAR in South Vi-
etnam with 9 Section 6 Platoon B 
Company on the Battalion’s 1969-70 
Tour. 
He was involved in the Battle of Binh 
Ba when B Company cordoned and 
then searched the village of Duc Trung, on 6-7 June 
1969. Bill was repatriated to Australia in August 1969 as 
his National Service term had elapsed. 
A Funeral Service was held for Bill on Wednesday 14th 
August at William Cole Funerals, Belconnen, ACT. The 
service was attended by members of the 5 RAR Associa-
tion and some of his service mates. 

IN MEMORIAM 

215608 VICTOR MAXWELL CAMERON 
27 November 1946 - 18 October 2019 

CPL Victor ‘Max’ Cameron died on Friday 
18 October at his home in Walligan, in 
the Hervey Bay area of Queensland. 
He had been quite ill for some time. 
Max first saw service in South Vietnam 
with 1 RAR from January to June 1966 
and he was WIA in April. When 1 RAR 
returned to Australia he was posted to  6 
RAR until he completed his deployment in 
December 1966. 
He later joined 7 Platoon C Company 5 RAR as a Section 
Commander and redeployed, with the Battalion’s Ad-
vance Party, to South Vietnam on 28 January 1969. In 
April of that year Max suffered a non-battle injury which 
necessitated his return to Australia. 
A private family Funeral Service was held for Max on Sat-
urday 26 October in Hervey Bay. 

3787020 RONALD JAMES MACKIE 
22 April 1945 - 15 October 2019 

PTE Ronald ‘Ron’ Mackie passed 
away surrounded by his family, in 
Ipswich QLD, on Tuesday 15 Octo-
ber. 
Ron completed his Corps Training in 
8 Platoon, C Company and then 
transferred to 5 Platoon, B Company. 
He deployed with 5 RAR to South 
Vietnam on the Battalion’s 1st tour. 
Ron served in country from 12 May 1966 until he returned 
to Australia, with the Battalion, aboard HMAS Sydney on 
12 May 1967. 
A celebration of Ron’s life was held on Thursday 24 Octo-
ber at the Centenary Memorial Gardens, following the 
service family and friends met at CSI (RSL) North Ips-
wich.  

215794 LLOYD SMALE 
30 July 1943 - 23 September 2019 

Signalman Lloyd Smale died on 
Monday 23 September in Baulkham 

Hills, NSW. 
Lloyd was a member of the 
Royal Australian Corps of 
Signals. He served with Bra-

vo Company, 5 RAR, for the 
term of the Battalion’s 1966-67 tour 

of South Vietnam. Lloyd returned to Australia as part of 
the advance party to prepare for the return of the Battal-
ion to Australia in March 1967. 
The funeral service for Lloyd was held at the Chapel of 
Castlebrook Memorial Park on Friday 4 October. This 
was followed by a wake which was held at the Fiddler 
Hotel, Rouse Hill. 
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4411017 PETER GEORGE VERRALL 
2 September 1947 - 24 October 2019 

PTE Peter Verrall tragically lost his 
life when the boat that he and a mate 
were fishing from capsized, his mate 
narrowly escaped the same fate. 
Peter served in South Vietnam with 
the 5th Battalion from 25 February 
until 25 April 1967 when the Battalion 
returned home. He was then posted 
to 7 RAR and served with them until 

25 October 1967. 
He had been a past President of Tailem Bend RSL, a 
passionate advocate and was highly regarded in the vet-
eran community. 
A Funeral Service was held for Peter on Wednesday 6 
November at Minge Chapel, 63 Swanport Road, Murray 
Bridge, SA.  

4717563 DARYL PLAYER RICHARDS 
23 February 1945 - 5 January 2019 

We have belatedly been advised of 
the death of PTE Daryl Richards on 
Saturday 5 January of this year. 
Daryl was a 1st intake National Ser-
viceman who, after basic training, 
joined 2 RAR for Corps Training. In 
January 1966 he joined 11 Platoon, D 
Company as a rifleman. He deployed 
to South Vietnam with the Battalion 

and served with 11 Platoon until he was returned to Aus-
tralia on 24 March 1967 for medical reasons. 
According to Daryl’s wishes, his family did not a funeral. A 
wake organized by his wife, Karen, was held in the 
Glenelg Football Club Adelaide, on the 16th January. 
Daryl's life was celebrated by his family and a wide range 
of friends, which included a good gathering of his Tiger 
mates. 

SPARE A THOUGHT 
The men named below are the Battalion members who 
were Killed-In-Action or Died-Of-Wounds 50 years ago, 
during the period of December 1969 through February 
1970, on the Battalion’s 1969-70 Tour of Duty. 
Let us spare a few moments thought to commemorate  
the memory of these men. The men who were denied the 
opportunity to enjoy their life, as we have done for the 
past 50 years. 

5716427 PTE Nick John Cassano 
7 December 1969 

2789920 PTE Barry John Thompson 
1 February 1970 

LEST WE FORGET 

LAST OF THE ‘MILES FORCE’ 
I am hoping for this to be put into Tiger Tales, my father, 
NX171208 PTE Paul F Simons was a member of 7 Pla-
toon, A Company, 2/5th Battalion, 17th Brigade, 6th Divi-
sion and he passed away on the 17th August 2019, aged 
94 years.   

Yvonne Wenham 
In April-May 1945, Paul was a member of the Miles’ 
Force (pages 6-7 Tiger Tales issue 16 August 2007), a 23 
member platoon sized fighting patrol, commanded by LT 
Cyril Miles, MC.  
On 3 May 1945, the composite platoon of 21 diggers, 2 
had been WIA, had been harassing a Japanese force 
with heavy fire for some five days. They took the surren-
der of the Japanese force, and the sword of it’s Com-
mander, LTCOL Tagenaka at Drekiker, New Guinea. The 
enemy force was comprised of Tagenaka, a Captain, 3 
Lieutenants and 37 other ranks. This was the largest 
mass surrender of Japanese land forces to Australians 
before the Armistice. 
Yvonne believes that her father was the last living mem-
ber of the Miles’ Force. In 2014 she searched for any 
members of his company, but was unable to locate any 
other surviving participants.  
Paul kept in touch with Cyril Miles for many years, but lost 
contact when Cyril moved to Queensland. 

The photograph above shows Paul 3rd from the left in the 
front row, with his rifle on his shoulder. LT Miles is stand-
ing in the back row, 5th from the right without a slouch hat. 

The Miles’ Force 

4410810 DEAN SPENCER ARNOLD 
4 July 1946 - 14 November 2019 

LCPL Dean 'Deano' Arnold died in 
Royal Adelaide Hospital on Thursday 
14 November due to a short illness, 
he had undergone a couple of opera-
tions in the years preceding his death. 
Deano enlisted in the Australian Army 
in 1964 and served until his dis-
charge, with the rank of CPL in 1967.  
He served with D Company, 11 Pla-
toon as a section 2IC, in South Vietnam, from 2 May 1966 
until his return to Australia with the Battalion aboard the 
HMAS Sydney on 12 May 1967.  
Dean was a natural soldier and an asset to all who served 
with him. 
A Private Funeral was held and at some stage in the fu-
ture his Tiger mates will get together and remember him. 
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We’re the Top Tigers and 
we have been working 
with the Diggers.   
That is to say that our 
unit, the 68th Assault Heli-
copter Company (AHC), 
‘Top Tigers’, has been 
working with the newly 
arrived ‘Diggers’, the 5th 
Battalion, Royal Australi-
an Infantry Regiment in 
the jungles northeast of 
Saigon. (‘Digger’ is Aus-
tralian slang for ‘farmer’ 
or ‘peasant.’)   
We have found this to be a most agreeable assignment. 
The Aussies have great spirit and humor and are clearly 
brave, highly skilled, and dedicated professionals. Toward 
the end of this joint-training program we were their guest 
on a ‘dining-in night’ at our hotel, our mutual residence, 
sometimes referred to as ‘Tiger Towers.’  
The scene could have been straight out of the pages of 
Kipling. The Australian officers were all dressed in white 
dinner jackets, black ties, and black trousers with broad 
red stripes down the sides. All brass and leather was 
highly polished and gleaming. The wide doors and high 
windows were open and long gossamer drapes were bil-
lowing in the pleasant evening breeze. On the veranda a 
band dressed in white tunics filled the tropical evening air 
with brassy music.    
The place was the old Pacific Hotel in the southern sea-
side village of Vung Tau. And all this music, rum, spit and 
polish was the perfect formula for a most unforgettable 
dining-in. We discovered that it is traditional in the Aus-
tralian military to take their dress uniform, or ‘full kit’, as 
they call it, with them wherever they go—be it Tasmania 
or Tay Ninh. (In this setting the US officers looked a bit 
drab dressed only in their combat fatigue uniforms.)  
After a fine dinner of steak and sea-food, all the proper 
toasts were made, and then the Aussies convened their 
‘Baggy’s Court’. This is an early form of the Kangaroo 

Court in which the lower 
ranking company grade 
officers put the higher 
ranking field grade offic-
ers on trial for such 
ghastly transgression as 
‘firing your rockets on the 
Queen’s birthday’, or 
‘failing to fire your rockets 
on the Queen’s birthday’, 
or ‘being totally unaware 
of the Queen’s birthday 
(April 21)’, or ‘taking a 
shower in the nude’, or 
‘taking a shower in uni-
form (in the rain)’, or 
simply ‘drinking and 
swearing and telling war-
stories at the bar.’ The 
most awful offense of all 
was ‘wearing your hat in 

the bar’, and for that one might be sentenced to sleep in 
his hat for ten days.  
The American senior officers didn’t have a chance. They 
were quickly found guilty of all charges in a whirlwind of 
bush-league jurisprudence.   
After Baggy’s Court was recessed the Australian com-
manding officer, Colonel J. A. Warr of Melbourne, pre-
sented our commanding officer, Major James H. Cook of 
West Point, Georgia with an Australian slouch hat, and in 
turn, Major Cook presented Colonel Warr with an authen-
tic Montagnard crossbow.   
Now many of our Huey helicop-
ters sport on their Plexiglas the 
‘Badge of the Rising Sun’, the 
insignia of the Australian Military 
Forces, just as most of the local 
Aussie jeeps bear the prowling 
tiger sticker of the 68th AHC.   
I feel sure you have heard it before that when it comes to 
fun and fighting the Diggers are mighty hard to beat. They 
are truly big-hearted and hard-hitting stalwarts. They can 
be counted on when the chips are down. They are the 
sort of people you want at your side at a party—or during 
a brawl.  When the Americans and the Aussies get to-
gether over here it’s like a mutual admiration society. We 
just can’t do enough for one another. I suppose that is 
what one calls camaraderie. 
© John R. Cooke who served with the ‘Top Tigers’, in 
Vung Tau and Bien Hoa, from May 1966 until January 
1967. 

Aussie ’Digger’ from 5 RAR Be-
hind is crewchief SGT Jimmie 
Thomas, May 1966. 

MAJ John R Cooke. 

The 68th  AHC Logo 

CO’S TIGERS 
On his recent departure from 5 RAR the former CO, 
LTCOL Travis Gordon presented “The Gordon Tiger’, an 
antique brass tiger on a base of African mahogany that 
was recovered after Cyclone Marcus last year.  
‘The Gordon Tiger’ follows the more recent tradition of 
tigers being presented to the battalion by CO’s to mark 
their tenure in command.  

Tiger Tales is printed and distributed, for  5 
RAR Association, by The Pack Factory, 169A 
Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. 
Graeme Tooth, the principal of The Pack Facto-
ry, is a veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70 tour of South 
Vietnam. 
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The only task remaining for 
the editors before the press-
es roll to produce the book 
is to review the final proofs 
of all texts, maps, diagrams 
and illustrations. The finally 
agreed title and sub-title is 
VIETNAM VANGUARD: 
THE 5TH BATTALION’S 
APPROACH TO COUN-
TER INSURGENCY, 1966. 
The RAR badge is featured 
prominently as part of the 
cover design and the ra-
tionale for the book’s title is 
explained in the blurb on 
the back cover as repro-
duced here: 
‘The Vietnam War, and Australia’s part in it, was a major 
military event, calling for willingness to face death and 
destruction on the battlefield on the part of those sent 
there, especially the men of our infantry battalions who 
formed the spearhead of our forces in Vietnam. For many 
reasons, the Australian public know relatively little about 
what our Army did in Vietnam during the war, particularly 
during the peak years of our commitment, 1965-72. This 
book attempts to make the true nature of the war clearer 
to readers, emphasizing how hard fought it was during 
major operations. 

Twenty-seven of the contributing authors of this book 
were involved in in the 1966 deployment of the 1st Aus-
tralian Task Force into Phuoc Tuy Province. This for-
mation was the first Australian Army force larger than an 
infantry battalion group to be deployed into a major war 
since World War II. 5th Battalion, the Royal Australian 
Regiment, was in the vanguard as the task force’s first 
element committed to operations to seize and occupy Nui 
Dat base and embark on establishing dominance over the 
enemy. 

The narratives presented in this book give rare insights 
into the thoughts of the soldiers at the time and how they 
have come to view the Australian Government’s hurried 
expansion of its initial commitment to that war, the Army’s 
state of preparedness for that wider involvement, and 
how those at its forefront adapted to get the job done, 
both in and out of operations, despite numerous short-
comings in higher level planning.  

Both professional soldiers and conscripted National Ser-
vicemen have contributed viewpoints to these pages.’ 

The editors’ final review will occur during November and 
the book is already listed by the publisher, ANU Press, on 
its website (https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/vietnam
-vanguard). The listing includes an option for people to 
sign-up to be notified when it is published. 
The new book will be launched by MAJGEN Stuart Smith 
AO, DSC (Retd), following the 5 RAR Association AGM, 
at the 2020 Reunion on Monday 2 March.  
Copies of the book will be available for purchase at the 
2020 Reunion or by direct purchase from the publisher.  

Ron Boxall 

SITREP – COMPLETION OF OUR 
NEW BOOK 

NOTICE OF THE 2020 ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

To All Members 
The 2020 Annual General Meeting of the 5th Battalion, 
The Royal Australian Regiment Association Incorpo-
rated will be held at 10.00hrs on Monday 2 March 2020 
in the Visions Room of the Mantra Twin Towns Resort, 
Wharf St, TWEED HEADS NSW, 2485. 

AGENDA 
1. To confirm the minutes of the previous Annual 

General Meeting held in Sydney on 22 November 
2019. 

2. To receive and consider reports from the Office-
Bearers pursuant to the provisions of the Constitu-
tion:  
  a. President 
  b. Secretary 
  c. Treasurer 
  d. Membership Officer 

3.  To elect Office-Bearers and ordinary committee 
members of the Association. 

4. To receive and consider any other business and 
notices lodged with the Secretary. 

Members who wish to nominate for committee positions 
are to complete the form on the insert contained in this 
Tiger Tales and ensure it is received by the Secretary no 
later than 31 January 2020. 

Geoff Pearson 
Secretary and Public Officer 

REUNION PROGRAM 
Saturday 29 February: 13:00-14:30hrs, Collect 
Identification Badges from the Milling Room, level 
3 Twin Towns (Dress Code; Casual). 
15:00-18:30hrs, the Meet’N’Greet function in Riv-
er, Bay and Milling Rooms, level 3 Twin Towns .
(Dress Code; Casual). 
Sunday 1 March: 09:30-10:30hrs, a Memorial Ser-
vice in the Twin Towns Showroom (Dress code; 
Jackets and Medals). 
11:15-12:15hrs, Coaches will transport guests to 
Seagulls Club Stardust Room. 
12:30-15:30hrs, the Reunion Luncheon in the 
Stardust Auditorium of Seagulls Club (Dress 
Code; Jackets and Medals). Followed by return 
coaches to Twin Towns. 
Monday 2 March: 10:00-12:00hrs, 5 RAR Associa-
tion Annual General Meeting and new book 
launch in the Visions Room of Twin Towns (Dress 
code; Casual). 

All times shown are Queensland time. 
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BATTLE OF LONG TAN AND VIETNAM VETERANS
DAY ADDRESS 

By Michael von Berg MC, OAM – 5 RAR 
1966-67 18th August 2019 

Not wishing to be disrespectful but in today’s address I 
will not talk about The Battle of Long Tan which has been 
recalled many times over the last 53 years and now a film 
depicting the battle has also been produced. Unfortunate-
ly too little has been said of the men who served at that 
time and the conditions in which they experienced the 
sounds, the smells, the fears of the Vietnam War, so in 
today’s commemoration speech I will concentrate more 
on what makes the men and women of our Army so 
unique, and most importantly what drives these ordinary 
Australians to perform extraordinary things in times of 
war. The quotation I am about to read is an excellent 
quote from Maj Gen Michael O’Brien an ex 7RAR platoon 
commander in Vietnam but it could also relate to an artil-
lery battery, a tank or APC squadron, a squadron of engi-
neers, a chopper Squadron, or any other unit or sub unit 
that served in Vietnam.  
“Australian Soldiers identify with their Battalion. It’s in-
deed their family: it leads, feeds, clothes, directs and ex-
hausts them. Its veins are its Sections and Platoons, its 
limbs the companies. It has the capacity to inspire their 
actions, to drive them beyond exhaustion, at times to sub-
ordinate their loved ones and to provide a depth of male 
comradeship rarely achieved elsewhere. This exclusive 
club has demanding rules of entry and offers few ameni-
ties. It seems to revel in adversity and prosper in chal-
lenge. It has fickle moods: a sense of purpose may be 
cemented by a mascot or nickname while, in contrast, 
wide dissatisfaction can be spread by a single remark 
from the Commanding Officer. It has a formidable capa-
bility that is derived from the action of 800 men with 
shared aims and esprit de corps.”  
Much has been written about the battles, the incidents, 
the terrors, death and horrific wounding’s  suffered  during 
the Vietnam war but sadly not much has been written 
about the oppressive and stressful conditions our young 
soldiers had to endure, by day and night for almost a full 
12 months tour of duty. And many went back to that hell 
hole more than once.       
Most of our war in Vietnam was in the jungle. The jungle 
can be your friend in terms of concealment. It can be your 
friend in terms of finding a place to hide in a LUP or a 
night harbor but it also offers the same level of conceal-
ment to the enemy.   It mostly in parts has an abundance 
of water except in the dry season, some falling as much 
as 2 inches in one hour which are monsoon conditions. It 
is a unique and difficult terrain in which to engage in war 
fighting and due to the oppressive conditions at times 
difficult to lead and importantly to maintain morale.     
On patrol the breathing needs to be quiet but with the 
humidity and the stress at times you have difficulty in 
catching your breath in particular if you are ascending a 1 
in 2 gradient fully loaded. Every step can be a challenge 
due to the slippery slopes and tiring of legs and the 
pumping of adrenaline that is coursing through your body 
watching for signs of the enemy. You must remain alert 
and positive but the conditions seem to make your mind 
wander at times where you are worried more internally 
about your discomfort than externally and the likely ene-
my threat. The key for any commander in that environ-

ment is not to set an unre-
alistic or dangerous pace 
to ensure if confronted by 
the enemy the soldiers are 
in a state of readiness and 
capability to fight.  
 The sweat drains all over 
your body where you are 
cocooned in your hot wet 
sweat. The worst and par-
ticular in a forward scout 
environment is the sweat 
running into your eyes and 
causing a distraction and 
no amount of patting your 
eyes dry with your sweat 
rag seem to make a lot of difference where after a while 
in country you just put up with it like swimming under wa-
ter with your eyes open without a face mask or goggles. 
The spiders, the snakes, the bugs, the ants, the leeches 
and from time to time some bigger creatures are all a part 
of the jungles biodiversity. We were wary of them but we 
got used to them.  
 The Bergen or back pack full of rations, water, ammo, 
batteries, and sundries is heavy and in the jungle with an 
ill-fitting Bergen it’s very easy to get a rash and in the hu-
midity and wet just so slow to heal. Your clothing and 
boots (no jocks or socks) are saturated and your feet are 
getting water logged and each step is becoming more 
uncomfortable and painful but you have no choice. You 
simply must push on. A monsoon downpour makes it very 
difficult to maintain contact and communicating with the 
man in front through hand signals, but you must. The rain 
is coming down so hard where you know that the enemy 
won’t necessarily see or hear you but you won’t be able 
to see or hear them either; not an ideal situation. In fact 
it’s frightening. We come across a growth of “wait awhile” 
too broad a front to circumnavigate so we all need to cut 
our way through as carefully as we can with secateurs but 
no matter how well you cut you spend an enormous 
amount of time and energy to disentangle from this hide-
ous and debilitating vegetation and at all times potentially 
being exposed to the enemy.  
At times with the rain, the foliage, the sweat in your eyes 
is like being in a fog of war. So easy to loose concentra-
tion and when you do that you or your mates are dead. 
The sweat rash in your crutch and on your waist is start-
ing to burn from the salt in your sweat and you can’t wait 
to give it all a bit of an airing. The heavy sense and pres-
sure of the energy draining humidity is compounded by 
the jungle canopy where the heat and the steam is exac-
erbated by the rotting foliage underneath from which 
there is no escape. In some places just extracting your 
boots from ankle deep mud and slush is a chore adding 
to your fatigue and the risk of losing concentration. Losing 
concentration will also lead to tripping; stumbling and fall-
ing which further drains your energy and can also give 
your position away. Bamboo clumps when you are forced 
to travel through are like a vegetable slicer where coming 
out the other side you’re bleeding from various parts of 
your body which is a magnet for the leeches and your 
clothing in parts is in shreds.  Jungles by nature are hilly 
with much defined creek lines but they can also be very 

2LT Michael Deak
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5 RAR ASSOCIATION DUES 

and that unbreakable bond, sharing those similar values. 
Values now considered by some being old fashioned and 
dated but in the minds of these men and women who 
served, their values are timeless and sacrosanct. That is 
what today is about. You can have your battles, contacts 
and incidents but you can’t have them without people. 
People who are prepared to put their bodies on the line 
fighting for something that they believe in, and that fight 
goes on today with so many fighting for the veterans and 
their families and many other voluntary pursuits, be it 
CFS, SES, sport, Legacy, RSL and so many others. Alt-
hough this presentation today was about our war, I can 
confirm that the young men and women of today’s Army 
are doing it just as tough in different circumstances, in a 
different war in a very hostile environment and when it 
comes to our young men and women in that war the spir-
it, the values and the mateship is just as enduring.  Sadly 
some families today will be mourning for those that did 
not come home and others who have since passed.  To-
day like Anzac Day there would not be one person in this 
room who has not been touched by war and it’s after ef-
fects in some capacity. It is this that brings us together 
here today. To remember and respect all who have 
served in whatever capacity from the Boer War, WW1 
and WW2, Korea, but in our case the lot of the soldiers in 
the jungles of Vietnam, and more recently the years of 
peacekeeping, which should be more appropriately 
termed lifesaving in the lives they preserved, to the desert 
and mountains of Iraq and Afghanistan and in particular 
to honour and remember those that did not return.    

LEST WE FORGET 
Editor’s Note: 2LT Michael Deak (later Michael von Berg) 
served in Vietnam as the Platoon Commander of 2 Pla-
toon and the Antitank Platoon, which then formed Recon-
naissance Platoon on the Battalion’s 1966-67 tour of duty. 
He went on to serve in SASR and is currently the National 
President of the Royal Australian Regiment Association.   

flat and oppressive with water underneath. You can go 
days patrolling without seeing the sky, sun or moon ex-
cept for a haze between the canopy vegetation. At the 
end of a day’s patrol thankfully without incident you are 
looking forward to harbouring or lying up and enjoying a 
bit of a meal. A bit of shut eye interspersed with picket 
duties and after moving off at first light to another location 
and a light breakfast the whole previous day’s experience 
of patrolling in the jungle starts all over again. This routine 
is relentless and many times, our mates in support from 
our gun battery, mortars and engineers were also subject-
ed to the same conditions. The boys in Armoured may 
have been slightly more comfortable and were always 
good for some water or a brew but they lived in constant 
fear of RPG’s, mines and IED’s.   
After a period of time operating in these oppressive condi-
tions “you get comfortable in being uncomfortable” where 
any discomfort is just accepted as a part of our role as an 
Australian soldier who has lived with jungle warfare since 
WW2.  Leadership and maintenance of morale and a 
sense of humour is essential in a jungle warfare environ-
ment and there is never a lack of humour amongst Aus-
sies even in the most dire of circumstances.  The jungle is 
your friend providing you observe all of the tactical train-
ing that you have had. It is the most gruelling of all war 
fighting so you must be very fit to fight and you must fight 
to get fit. The hardest emotional memory we all have of 
Vietnam is not being able to mourn our war dead. Due to 
the nature of the war, the vegetation and terrain, the 
memories we share of our war dead is a body bag con-
taining one of our mates being winched up through the 
jungle canopy to a hovering chopper. No time to mourn, 
no time to reflect, safety catch off and back into search 
and destroy mode, where self-preservation mode over 
rides any thought of sorrow or mourning. And many won-
der why for years we were non tactile, cold and difficult, in 
particular with family and friends.     
This is very much our war through the eyes of us on the 
ground doing the hard yards with our supporting arms or 
any others who had to endure these oppressive condi-
tions on a daily basis. It is now some 46 years since the 
last troops came home from Vietnam and its superfluous 
to engage in the political dialectic about the pros and 
cons of the Vietnam War but what I can say is that the 
many young men and women who went off to that far-off 
place full of hope, pride, and seeking to make a difference 
did so with valour, determination and a certain apprehen-
sion but never did I see them waiver or falter in their mis-
sion. Many of us have memories about our times in Vi-
etnam and in my case I am not consumed by the bad 
memories which I tend to quarantine in a safe place. I am 
more focused on the good times and there were many, of 
watching ordinary young people from different back-
grounds working together as a team, enjoying each oth-
er’s company and very importantly looking after each oth-
er’s backs. People often ask me what I got out of Vietnam 
to which I respond quite unashamedly that it made me a 
better person in character and spirit. It made me look at 
life a bit differently and made me focus on what is im-
portant in life and my values. Working and sharing the 
events of that war with the most incredible people who 
have become brothers for life. Some people have great 
difficulty in understanding bonds that have been forged 
through war and the spirit that exists within these men 

BATTLE OF LONG TAN AND VIETNAM VETERANS 
DAY ADDRESS - Cont. 

The 5 RAR Association tri-annual member-
ship dues will fall due on Sunday 1 March 
2020 and will need to be received by that 
date.  

To the right of your name on the address 
sheet of this Tiger Tales, you will find a date 
shown. This will tell you to when you are 
currently financial. If this date is shown as 
2020 you will need to pay $50.00 by 1 March 
2020 to extend your membership up to 28 
February 2023. 

If the date shown is 2023 or later, or if there 
is  text shown there, you do not have to do 
anything at all. 

Payment can be made by Bank Transfer, 
cheque or Money Order, for details see the 
form on the insert with this Tiger Tales. 
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Major General Nguyen Nam Hung (aka Nguyen Van 
Trịnh) - a former commander of the 274th VC Main Force 
Regiment (VC Regt), passed away in Hoa Long on 14 
August 2019.  

Born in 1933, Hung grew 
up in Hoa Long village and 
from 1946-49 was an 
‘intelligence operator’ in 
the ‘Viet Minh’s’ 25th 
Section in Ba Cho 
Province (i.e. Ba Rịa - Cho 
Lon Province). 
In 1965, he was the com-
mander of the 800th Battal-
ion (i.e. the 1st Bn of the 
274th VC Regt) - that had a 
significant victory over ele-
ments of the 1st US Inf Div 
at Tam Bo/Cam My in 
early April 1966 during Op 
Abilene - a 134-strong US 
infantry company  suffered 
48 KIA and 58 WIA.  

From Aug 1966 to July 1967, Hung was the Chief of 
Staff/2IC of the 274th VC Regt. He subsequently com-
manded the 274th VC Regt from Aug 1967 to Mar 1969 - 
during which his forces clashed several times with 1 ATF 
elements. Promoted to MAJGEN in Jun 1988, Nguyen 
Nam Hung retired in Oct 1999. 
On 20 October 1966, 5 RAR troops in an operation in the 
Nui Thị Vai mountains recovered the notebook/diary 
(completed to 7 Oct 1966) of Nguyen Nam Hung. At the 
same time, a 71B radio (probably of the 274 VC Regt’s C-
20 Reconnaissance Company), a radio diagram, a radio 
log book, a ‘CW key’, and documents were recovered. 
The capture of the diary/notebook - and an outline of its 
contents, was related in Prof Bob O’Neill’s book ‘Vietnam 
Task’ (see pp.48-49, pp.155-156, and p.191). Hung’s 
diary/notebook provided very useful insights into VC 
activities in Phuoc Tuy, Long Khanh, and Bien 
Hoa Provinces - and was ‘translated/exploited’ 
extensively by MACV’s Combined Documents 
Exploitation Centre (CDEC) in Saigon. A three-page 
‘commentary’ on Hung’s diary/notebook was published in 
1 ATF’s Troops Information Sheet in mid-Feb 1967. 
For analysts - and historians, Hung’s notebook/diary ex-
plained 274 VC Regt’s role and activities in mid-Aug 1966 
at the time of the Battle of Long Tan. 
On ‘18 Aug’ 1966 – see the following translation  extract-
ed from Hung’s notebook/diary, his detailed notes indi-
cate a military operational appreciation for a future attack 
on two strategic hamlets on Route 1 (i.e. ‘The Road 1 
Area’) in the Hung Nghia-Hung Loc region of central-
western Long Khanh Province. In a subsequent  ‘post-
Long Tan’ entry on 28 Sept 1966 -  at the time of a senior 
VC cadres’ meeting to review recent 5th VC Division 
activities, Hung mentioned Long Tân in his notebook - i.e. 
‘the 5th Regt (i.e. the 275th VC Main Force Regt) attacked 
Nui Dat’, “600 Australians” were killed and “1 Australian 
battalion exterminated”. 
Post-War - in Oct 1966, the Australian author Paul Ham 
interviewed retired MAJGEN Hung in Vung Tau in mid-

Nov 2005 - Paul Ham queried Hung on his ‘lost’ note-
book, but Hung could not ‘recall the loss of his dia-
ry.’ (Ham, P., ‘Vietnam – The Australian War’, p.710). 
A few weeks after 5 RAR’s recovery of Hung’s notebook - 
on 9 Dec 1966, elements of the 274th VC Regt attacked 
the Vạn Kiep firing range (located a few kilometres north-
west of Ba Ria Town at the base of the Nui Dinh 
Mountain), and captured 180 ARVN recruits from the Vạn 
Kiep National Training Centre (on Ba Rịa Town’s eastern 
outskirts). The VC subsequently released 62 ‘elderly and 
sick’ ARVN POWs from the captured group on 9 January 
1967 - according to an ARVN Phuoc Tuy Sector S2 
report. The VC Chau Duc History recounts that 187 
ARVN recruits were captured and 71 weapons of various 
types seized.  According to the 5th VC Division History, 
the 274th VC Regt ‘organised an education program for 
the prisoners and chose 80 of the soldiers who had 
volunteered to join the revolutionary forces. 40 were 
incorporated into the Ba Ria local forces and 40 into the 
units of the 4th Regt (i.e. the 274th VC Regt).’ 
Nguyen  Nam Hung later served as the Chief-of-Staff of 
Military Region 7, the Deputy Commander of the 779th 
Front in Cambodia from Feb 1990 to late 1991; and the 
Commander of the Ba Rịa-Vung Tau Province 
Headquarters from 1991 to 1999. 
In 2006, Nguyen 
Nam Hung 
published his post-
War memoir (Mot 
Doi Chinh Chien - A 
Life at War), but 
omitted  any 
reference to the 
274th VC Regt’s 
participation in 
offensive combat 
operations in Phước 
Tuy Province in the 
period May-Sept 
1966 - apart from 
activity against road 
traffic and positions 
on Route 15. 
Note: When translating and reporting on  Nguyen Nam 
Hung’s notebook/diary in late 1966, the staff at CDEC in 
Saigon did not include the Hung’s entry on ‘18 August : 
Study of Road 1 Area’ - as the date ‘18 August 1966’ had 
no particular significance to CDEC’s US/Vietnamese staff. 

BRIG Ernest Chamberlain   
Peter Isaacs’ (ADJT 1966) comments on the above: 
For those of us who can still remember Operation Can-
berra in Oct 1966,  B Coy might well have ended this re-
markable soldier’s life had OC  Bruce McQualter  been 
permitted to launch an attack on a large  group of VC 
spotted by Colin Cogswell and Doug Hillier of 5 Platoon 
on Saturday 8 Oct 1966 on the Nui Thi Vai moun-
tain.  However, Jim Hall’s section who were closest to the 
VC could well have incurred casualties, as would the rest 
of B Coy. 
HQ 1 ATF had told us only minutes before, that the HQ of 
274th VC Regt was in our vicinity. We had earlier been 

Nguyễn Nam Hung  

Image of the translation from Hung’s 
notebook captured by 5 RAR in  1966. 
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Quote: "Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear 
--- not absence of fear."  

-- Mark Twain, Pudd'nhead Wilson (1894)  

DEATH OF SENIOR VC VETERAN 
- Cont. 

told that one of its battalions was also nearby. Had B Coy 
attacked, B Coy, A Coy and C Coy would have inevitably 
have become involved. (D Coy minus one Pl was BHQ 
‘Palace Guard’ and under Ron Boxall’s command, the 
other Pl of D Coy and the ATK Pl was protecting the FSP 
alongside Route 15. 
If we had of managed to destroy the HQ of 274th VC 
Regt, it would have been an outstanding tactical achieve-
ment, but would it have affected the outcome of the war? 
Of course not. Like many members of the battalion that 
day, I was hugely frustrated that instead of attacking, we 
put in air strikes and artillery bombardment. That night the 
Mortar Pl fired 960 rounds into the target areas. Follow up 
searches the next day revealed wide spread damage to 
numerous VC camps, but with little sign that the VC has 
suffered casualties. 
Years later, John Warr told me that General Tom Daly 
had given him a final piece of advice before our departure 
for SVN. It was to the effect that if ever he found himself 
in a position where he felt that by delaying an action he 
could achieve a similar result, but would probably save 
soldiers' lives, then he should delay, as those lives were 
of paramount importance. 
On 8 Oct 1966, I believe that John Warr was heeding that 
advice and lives of our comrades were thereby saved. 

CAPT Peter Isaacs 

THE FOOTSTEPS OF MY  
GRANDFATHER 

Outside the air conditioned bus, there was the blast of hot 
humid air. The humidity was harsh and the feeling of be-
ing in a foreign land, away from home hit me. I had to stop 
and think that 53 years ago my grandfather, who had 
talked about this day with me, would’ve stood here in this 
unbearable heat, in uniform with a heavy pack and with a 
heavy heart after the Long Tan battle. I was now over-
looking that same area. I followed the path to the cross 
where the rubber trees were almost an avenue of honour. 
The sounds of insects could be heard in the banana trees 
where rubber trees once stood, with thunder rumbling in 
the background. I walked slowly to the Long Tan cross 
taking all this in. I was to lay a rose in remembrance of my 
chosen soldier, Private Robert John Lubcke (5 RAR, 12 
Pl, D Coy) who was killed on the 2nd of July 1966.  I also 
put down a photograph of my grandfather David Harding 
and his mates who came here the next day after the bat-
tle. It is hard to imagine this peaceful area was once a 
battleground where blood was spilt, and soldiers were 
killed fighting for freedom. 

The Cross is for soldiers that lost their lives at Long Tan. 
The emotional journey for me was to retrace the footsteps 
of my grandfather. To give life to the stories he had told 
me. To try and understand through the heat, smell and 
sounds that had confronted him in this place. So, I stood 
where he stood, looked around and remembered stories 
of when 5 RAR returned to the rubber trees for their fallen 
mates, on the 19th of August 1966. I listened to the Ode 
and reflected on the words read out from the song ‘I was 
only 19’ which was how my grandfather had described the 
war. 

Laura Cassell 
Editor’s Note: Laura was one of 16 students who received 
a 14 day Study Tour of Vietnam for their efforts in the 
Premier’s Anzac Spirit School Prize. The competition in-
volves students researching a South Australian service 
man or woman who served during World War 1 or 2. Stu-
dents also had to discuss how the individual they re-
searched demonstrated the characteristics of the ANZAC 
spirit. Laura is the granddaughter of David G Harding who 
served with 2 Platoon, A Company on the Battalion’s 
1966-67 Tour of Duty in South Vietnam. The above are 
her thoughts on approaching the Long Tan Cross. 

DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee 
and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions 
or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they ac-
cept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or 
indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. 
Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this 
newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Associa-
tion, the National Committee or the Editor. 

LANDING AT PHU MY 2ND TOUR 
Diggers of 5 RAR deplaning from a RAAF Caribou aircraft 
to commence Operation Kings Cross. Five major bunker 
contacts were made with the enemy. These were against 
HQ274 Regiment, 3 Battalion - 274 Regiment, Heavy 
Weapons Company and the Sapper Reconnaissance 
Company HQT7. 
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OPERATION CANARY 
4 - 14 December 1966 

Operation Canary was a Corps route-security operation 
on Route 15 conducted by HQ II Field Force Vietnam (II 
FFV) with 5 RAR and B Company 6 RAR to protect troop 
convoys carrying the US 199th Light Infantry Brigade (part 
of the 9th Infantry Division)  through Vung Tau on deploy-
ment to South Vietnam. 1 ATF was responsible for route 
security in an Area of Operation (AO) from Ba Ria to Phu 
My, approximately 20 kilometres, Operation Canary was 
supported by three Fire Support Bases (FSB) and two 
Mortar Base Plate Positions (MBPP). 
This was extremely arduous work for the infantry soldiers 
as it was carried out in the heat of a dry summer with no 
shelter or trees along the coastal strip. The terrain was 
flat, becoming undulating to the north and east of Route 
15 and covered in a variety of vegetation from grassland 
to jungle or clear forest with rice, brushwood and man-
grove to the South and East. 
The Viet Cong were believed to be using the Nui Thi Vai, 
Nui Ong Trinh and Nui Dinh Mountains to the north and 
east of Route 15 as base areas and for observation over 
Route 15 traffic. Enemy activity was expected to be lim-
ited to action by the Chau Duc District Company and local 
guerrilla platoons. 

Excerpts from 103rd Field Battery 
History Vietnam 1966-67 

OPERATION DUCK 
28 December 1966 - 5 January 1967 

I took the photograph above on 30 December 1966. It 
shows a UH-1B Iroquois helicopter of No 9 squadron 
RAAF lifting off from a Fire Support Base (FSB) on route 
15. It was returning members of C Company, 5th Battal-
ion, the Royal Australian Regiment (5 RAR) to Nui Dat. 
The helicopter had just dropped members of B Company 
at the FSB.  
The 5 RAR companies were providing protection to the 
FSB of 101 Battery, which was supporting 6 RAR on Op-
eration Duck to safeguard the transportation of the US 
Army's 9th Infantry Division, which had just arrived in Vi-
etnam.  

Ross Wood 
6 Platoon 1966-67 

CREEK CROSSING 2nd TOUR 
A Digger of B Company (photo below) negotiating a 
crossing over a deep and swiftly flowing creek. In the wet 
season the men were continually wet for days, sometimes 
weeks on end and this would cause the flesh to peel from 
your feet and you would frequently break out in sores. 
You counted yourself lucky if you could cross a stream on 
a fallen log. To wade across would assure you of picking 
up unwanted hitch hikers in the form of blood-sucking 
leeches as thick as your thumb and difficult to remove. 

TED SUTTOR REMEMBERED 
Saturday 16th November 
around 8.25am every 
year is a special time for 
a few of us to remember. 
50 years ago on the 16th 
November 1969 Ted 
Suttor was killed and 
Peter Knight was shot 
during an engagement in 
a thick forest in Vietnam. 
I was there also between 
them and saw vision that 
will stay with me forever. 
I made the commitment 
that on the 50 year mark 
and time I would be with 
Ted in his home town of 
Orange NSW to remem-
ber.  Attached is a photo 
of my visit to see Ted's 
memorial which is located in the Canobolas Gardens 
Crematorium (Niche HH 32) in Orange NSW. It was also 
good to see in the centre of town a Memorial to all the 
soldiers who died in all the wars who came from Orange, 
Ted Suttor was well featured. 

At the left is a photo of Ted's plaque 
in the crematorium and it's good to 
see someone must visit the site as 
it's in very good condition. I hope all 
of us took time to think about Ted on 
the 16th November 2019. 50 years 
on and not forgotten.  
Lest we forget 

John Hunter 
9 Pl, C Coy 1969-70 

ROUTE SECURITY OPERATIONS 

John at Ted’s memorial plaque. 



Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above, or, email this 
form and Internet Deposit Receipt/CBA Deposit Slip to gp@therbco.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.  

Internet and/or CBA Deposit Details - Account name: 5 RAR Association.  Bank: CBA.  BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756  

Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc: 

Membership      1 March 2017 - 29 February 2020           $50.00 
Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Cost 
Vietnam Task (Nil stock-Reprinting) M  $   35      
The Year of the Tigers (Edition 3) L  $   65      
Honour Roll  M  $   35      
Caps  L  $   25      
Ties S  $   30      
Lapel Badges 20x13mm S  $    6      
TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm S  $   20      
5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm M  $   50      
       
Car Stickers       

T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round S  $    5      

T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch S  $    5      
5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons S  $    5      
T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN S  $    5     
Membership Dues (3 Year Period)   $   50      

   Grand Total: $ 
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item. 

Remit this form and payment due to: 

The Secretary 
5 RAR Association 
P O Box 698 
CARINGBAH NSW 1495  

Joining/Renewing Membership  

Change of Details  

Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 

Patrons: BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM (Ret'd) Ph: 02 6257 7249 - MAJGEN Justin Ellwood DSC AM Ph: 07 3332 6025 
President  Vice President  Secretary/Memorabilia Officer Treasurer 
COL. Roger Wainwright  BRIG. Ron Boxall Geoff Pearson LTCOL. Bill Titley OAM 

 Ph:  07 3630 5453 Ph:  02 9524 3561  Ph:  07 4128 4097 

Mob:  0409 588 935 Mob:  0427 703 406 Mob:  0417 223 001  Mob:  0408 085 337 

roger.w@netspeed.com.au rojobox@bigpond.com gp@therbco.com.au  titleys@me.com 

TT's Editor/Membership Officer Webmaster  Committee Member Committee Member 
Gary Townsend Ted Harrison Brian Budden Terry James 

Ph:  07 5594 4780    

Mob:  0412 767 975 Mob:  0403 907 775 Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob:  0414 600 518 

garyt.5rar@gmail.com webmaster@5rar.asn.au krikse2@hotmail.com terryj699@gmail.com  

Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member 
Geoffrey Luck OAM Barry Ruttle MAJ. Bryan Schafer OAM Position Vacant 
Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph:  02 9605 5841  

Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob:  0412 432 464  

geoff.luck@bigpond.com  bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au blues5@iprimus.com.au  

Submissions for Tiger Tales to 82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4211 
ACT Representative NSW Representative QLD Representative SA/NT Representative 
Bernie Pye Barry Ruttle Vince Feenstra Mo Hancock OAM 

Ph:  02 6242 4210 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph: 07 3824 3410 Ph:  08 8556 2732 

Mob:  0424 701 784 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob: 0427 341 515 Mob: 0414 566 212 

bernie.pye@bigpond.com bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au wfeenstra@bigpond.com moswhan@bigpond.net.au 
 TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 
  Kevin Mulligan Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 

  Ph:  03 6427 8257  Ph: 08 9304 1333 

  Mob:  0417 373 024 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 

  kmccoy5rar@gmail.com doug.bishop@internode.on.net  alanmarian1@bigpond.com 

Current at 15 June, 2019 



 

NOMINATION FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 2020 

 

In  accordance  with  Clause  18  of  the  5  RAR  Association  Constitution  nominations  are  called  for 

committee membership  for  the year 2020.   All  current office holders retire  in accordance with  the 

Constitution and are eligible for re‐election. 

 

Nomination Form 

 

1.  Nomination of Candidate 

 

Name of Nominee: [please print] .............................................................................. 

 

is  nominated  for  the  position  of  [specify  as  appropriate)  ‐  President,    Vice‐President,    Secretary,  

Treasurer,  ordinary committee member (8 positions)] 

 

[position].........................................................................................for the year 2020 

 

Nominator: [signature]: .................................................................. 

 

Name: [please print]  .......................................................................  Date: .......................................... 

 

Seconder: [signature]  ..................................................................... 

 

Name: [please print]  .......................................................................  Date: ........................................... 

 

2.  Acceptance by Nominee 

 

I accept this nomination.            Noted as received by Secretary 

 

 

.....................................................................        ..................................................... 

[Signature of Nominee] 

 

Date:  .........................................          Date:  ........................................... 

 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

Nominators and seconders are to be financial members of the Association.   Completed nomination 

forms  should  be  with  the  Secretary  before  31  January  2020.    They  may  be  posted  to  5 RAR 
Association, PO Box 698, CARINGBAH, NSW 1495 or scanned and emailed to the Secretary 

at gp@therbco.com.au  Further copies of the nomination form can be obtained from the Secretary 

at the above email address. 



The 5 RAR Association’s 2020 Reunion, which is now less that 3 months away, 
will again be held at the Gold Coast/Tweed Heads area from Saturday 29 Febru-
ary until Monday 2 March. 
SATURDAY 29 February (Leap Year): 13:00-14:30hrs - Identification Badges 
will be available for collection in  the Milling Room, Level 3 of the Twin Towns Ser-
vices Club. This badge will give you access to all of the functions of the Reunion. 
Remember, ‘No Badge, No Entry’. 

15:00-18:30hrs - WELCOME (Meet ‘n’ Greet) FUNCTION to be held in the River, 
Bay and Milling Rooms, Level 3 of the Twin Towns Services Club, with a Canape 
food selection spread over a 2 hour period. DRINKS will all be at members and 
guests expense. Dress code will be neat casual. 
S U N D A Y  1  M a r c h : 09:30hrs - MEMORIAL SERVICE is to be held in the 
Twin Towns Showroom as per previous Reunions. Dress code will be Jacket and 
Tie with full sized medals (as for ANZAC Day). 
12:30-15:30hrs - REUNION LUNCHEON will be a 3 x course meal (alternate 
servings) including a 3 x hour Drinks Package and will be held in the Stardust Au-
ditorium of Seagulls Leagues Club. This venue is approximately 5 kilometres from 
Twin Towns Services Club and buses/coaches will be provided to transport mem-
bers and guests to and from the venues. Dress code will be Jacket and Tie with 
full sized medals (as for the Memorial Service). 
MONDAY 2 MARCH: 10:000hrs - 5 RARA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING to be 
held in the Visions Room, Level 2 of the Mantra Twin Towns Resort. Dress code 
will be neat casual. This will be the followed by a launch of the new 1st Tour book; 
VIETNAM VANGUARD: The Fifth Battalion’s Approach to Counter Insurgency, 
1966. 

The Committee have decided that the individual participation cost will be $180.00 
for each person attending. NOTE that the Association will cover the additional 
costs of buses, function room hire, etc., but all other costs such as food, drink, 
travel and accommodation will be the responsibility of the individuals attending. 
Currently we have bookings for over 450 people, these individuals have paid for 
their participation and have confirmed their attendance to the 2020 Reunion.  
We have now been informed that we can seat more people for the Reunion 
Luncheon than we were originally told that we could. But do not forget that book-
ings will close when the maximum number is reached, or alternatively, on 
Tuesday 31 December 2019. 

Each of the nominated NOK of the men on our Roll of Honour are invited to attend 
without the payment of the participation fee, please use the booking form. Travel 
and accommodation costs for themselves and any people accompanying them 
are their own responsibility. 
Mantra Twin Towns Resort have offered us an accommodation package which 
you can make use of, contact them on 07 5536 8899. Make sure that you mention 
the 5 RAR Reunion when you book to get the special rates available. 

5 RAR 2020 REUNION—UPDATE 



5 RAR 55th ANNIVERSARY REUNION—29 Feb to 2 Mar 2020 
ATTENDANCE BOOKING, ORDER AND PAYMENT FORM 

(You must be a Financial Member of the Association for you and your guests to attend) 

My details: C/Name:       Initials:   Surname: 

Regt No:   Sub-Unit :   Preferred Name for name tag: 

Address:           Sub/City:                                              

State:          Post Code:             Phone:(      )                    Mobile:  (        )  

E-mail (print clearly): 

* * * * * * * * * * *  
The final date that you can book your Attendance to the 2020 5 RARA Reunion is 31st December 2019.  

Number of people attending the 2020 Reunion @ $180 Per Person                        
Number of seats on the bus for the Reunion Luncheon, no cost.  

                               Total Attendance Payment: 
The preferred names, of all persons accompanying you, to be shown on the name tags are: 
 
(1)         (2)             (3) 

 

 
 

Signed:                   Date:      /      /2019 

The Bank Account listed below can only be used for payments for Reunion At-
tendance. For the payment of Association Dues and Association Memorabilia you 
must use the details and Bank Account that is shown on the Order Form printed 
on page 20 of Tiger Tales. 

Payment Methods:       Cheque or Money Order payable to 5 RAR REUNION ACCOUNT.  

         Direct Deposit using the following details to directly deposit into the Reunion account.   
 
Bank:  Commonwealth Bank of Australia  (Use your surname and Regt No as reference: Brown 12345) 
Account Name:      5 RAR REUNION ACCOUNT       
BSB:  064:844 
Account Number:   1002 9643 

NOW: 
 Mail Form and Cheque or Money Order to: 
   5 RAR Association, C/O G Townsend, 82/117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.  
 OR   
 
 Email Form and Deposit Slip to:  garyt.5rar@gmail.com 
   

* * * * * * * * * * *  
Within 30 days of your form and/or payment being received, a Confirmation Letter or Email will be forwarded to you show-
ing the number and preferred names of those attending. Please check that all details shown on the letter or email are cor-
rect and inform us of any discrepancies by post to the above address, email at: garyt.5rar@gmail.com or telephone: (07) 
5594-4780. 

Please retain this Confirmation Letter or Email for your records, and also carry a copy with you to the 
2020 Reunion, as this will be needed for identification and verification purposes.  

THE FINAL DATE FOR BOOKING  
ATTENDANCE  TO THIS REUNION IS 

31st DECEMBER 2019 
or when maximum number is reached! 

 

 

$ 
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