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TIGER FLAG RAISED AT SOUTH POLE
On 1 December 2013 Virgin Money South Pole Allied
Challenge set out to reach the South Pole, Antarctica.
After two years of planning, a year of selection and training which spanned 5 continents, a logistical plan involving
2.5 tonnes of equipment, aircraft which were built in 1948,
four ‘pimped’ Toyota Hilux support trucks, twelve
wounded from four different countries, a film crew and a
total expedition of 32 people embarked on racing as three
teams to the South Pole.

temperatures. All team members pushed themselves to
their physical and mental limits throughout the gruelling
13 days, the challenge ended when all members successfully reached the South Pole after crossing the Antarctic plateau.
One of the Team Members was CPL Seamus Donaghue,
who served in Afghanistan, with 5RAR in 2010, following
six years of service to the Australian Army. It was in Afghanistan that CPL Donaghue was wounded during an
engagement with insurgents, sustaining a gunshot wound
to his right thigh, resulting in a shattered femur and nerve
damage to his leg. As a part of his rehabilitation, he has
been doing a combination of cardio, weight, core
strength, and flexibility training among other activities,
which he admits has been both a challenging and humbling experience.
CPL Donaghue did extensive preparation for this trek,
including cold-weather training in Iceland, mountain trekking in Colorado and hiking and skiing in Norway,

Seamus proudly displays the 5th Battalion Flag at the South Pole.

The expedition concluded on Friday, December 13th,
when twelve wounded servicemen and women successfully reached the South Pole after crossing 125 miles of
Antarctic plateau. Along with their expedition patron,
Prince Harry, and various other coaches and mentors, the
soldiers pushed their physical and mental limits to transcend barriers throughout an arduous 13 days in some of
the toughest conditions known to man.
The expedition intended to bring a global awareness to
the physical and cognitive injuries that servicemen and
women face as a result of their courageous efforts to defend our countries, and shed light on the fact that they
can conquer even the toughest of challenges despite the
barriers they face.

“I felt proud to be involved in such a great Soldier On
event because there are a lot of guys and girls who are
mentally or physically injured as a result of operations
and providing service to their country” he said. “Antarctica
is a tough climate, and it was taxing on the body skiing for
eight hours a day, in temperatures as low as -42C. But
we did have a couple of nice days where the sun was
shining and it was only -28C. The challenges were mainly
mental. We were physically capable so it was just a matter of cracking on and pushing through any barriers. We
had a fantastic team that clicked during our training,
which carried on in Antarctica as we supported each
other.”
CPL Donaghue is currently posted to the Soldier Recovery Centre in Brisbane as a section commander.
When the expedition arrived at the South Pole CPL
Donaghue proudly displayed the 5th Battalion flag, we
believe that this is the first time any flag of the Regiment
or of the Infantry Corps has been unfurled at this location.

The expedition, believed to be the largest ever to ski onto
the South Pole, faced significant challenges from the start
as severe weather conditions delayed the teams and reminded us why Antarctica is one of the most hostile
places on our planet.
Joined by Prince Harry, the wounded servicemen and
women from the UK, US, Australia and Canada trekked
more than 200km through ice and snow, battling not just
their wounds, but the biting winds and below freezing

5 RAR Association Website

CPL Seamus Donaghue (front left) participates in the Welcome
Home Parade in Darwin.

www.5rar.asn.au

Webmaster: Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fellow Tigers,
I mentioned in the last issue that I would be travelling to
Darwin in late November with our Patron BRIG Colin
Khan for the presentation of the annual Warr-Khan Trophy. The details of the deserving winner, CPL Alborough
are on this page. It must have been a very difficult to decision to make as on each visit I am highly impressed with
calibre of the junior leaders within the tiger battalion.

much assiduous polishing with Brasso. Further information on this joint project will be advised as it progresses.
This edition provides full details for the 50th anniversary
reunion to be held on the Gold Coast next march and a
further reminder to pay membership for the current three
year period. I ask you all to deal with these matters
promptly.
I will be marching in Perth on Anzac Day with our WA
comrades and members of C Company 1st tour who are
having a Perth based reunion. I ask you all to pause to
remember our mates who did not come home and those
that have left us in subsequent years.
Duty First,
Roger Wainwright

WARR-KHAN TROPHY 2013
Corporal Mathew Raymond Alborough is the recipient of
the Warr-Khan Trophy for 2013 for exemplary leadership
as a Junior Non-Commissioned Officer within Delta Company, 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment.

The President and Brian Budden in the museum with CPL Daniel
Cremming.

Brian Budden and I travelled to Darwin a few days early
to spend time in the museum identifying and sorting items
so that the museum can be restored to its original order.
Since the unlinking of 5/7 RAR in 2006 the museum building has had other occupants and there was a possibility
that the building would be handed to another unit. This
has now been resolved. Brian and I sorted items from the
original 5th battalion, the 2/5th, Vietnam both tours, the 33
years of 5/7 RAR and the more recent deployments to
Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan. All of these will be displayed
in the revamped museum. A lot of work is required and it
is LTCOL Barrett's intention that this be completed this
year and certainly by our 50th anniversary. We also located some items and records of 7 RAR that have been
dispatched to the Pigs now located in Adelaide.

Corporal Alborough is the Manoeuvre Support Section
commander for Delta Company. He has diligently trained
one of the larger sections in the Battalion in both their
standard infantry role and their manoeuvre support role.
His results as the MSS Commander have been outstanding. His self drive and determination to succeed
have seen the MSS element produce results that are expected of soldiers more senior and more qualified. Corporal Alborough’s leadership abilities were no more clearly
shown than on the Brigade annual field training exercise,
Exercise Predators Strike. At the conclusion of the exercise Corporal Alborough’s section supported the Battalion
live fire assault as part of the support by fire position. His
training of the section saw them provide better support
than some of the specialist trained elements also involved.
Corporal Alborough has a very bright future ahead of him
and has bought great credit on himself, the Battalion and
the Corps and is a worthy winner of the Warr-Khan Trophy for the junior leadership.

Our visit was during the last week before the battalion
stood down for an extended break after being the Ready
Battle Group for the ADF throughout 2013. A "blood
week" of sporting activities was held and D Coy was
awarded the champion company for 2013. A good rivalry
exists between the major units of the 1st Brigade and on
the last day before stand down, the full battalion marched
from Binh Ba Lines in a "show of force" to confront the
gunners of 8/12 Regiment on their home turf. There was
hardly a whimper from the gunners during this brief occupation by the tigers.
In another project, the battalion and the association are
working together to replace the 50 small plaques to our
KIA on the commemorative wall at BHQ. Many of these
are in a state of disrepair and are difficult to read after

CPL Mathew Alborough receiving his award from the 5 RAR Association Patron, BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM (Retd)

THE BATTLE OF BINH BA
A BAFFLING “MYSTERY” AND SIGINT FAILURE? - NO!1
By Brigadier E.P. Chamberlain CSC (Retd)2
On 6 June 1969, the Australian Task Force’s Ready Reaction Force (RRF) engaged the 33rd North Vietnamese
Army (NVA) Regiment at Binh Ba village – about six kilometres north of the 1st Task Force’s (1ATF’s) Nui Dat
base. The official Australian history – “Fighting to the Finish” (2012), contends that:
“(in) the enemy mystery” … “there seemed to be no clear
rationale for their ((NVA/VC)) actions. Australian commanders and intelligence officers were baffled. During the
initial occupation of Binh Ba, 33 NVA Regiment had apparently maintained strict radio silence, eluding task force
signals intelligence.” – p.237.
That account in the official history is incorrect and needs
clarification.
With Presidents Nixon and Thieu scheduled to meet on
Midway Island on 8 June 1969 and the communists’ Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG) to be formally
announced on 10 June, 1ATF intelligence reporting from
the period indicated that Hanoi planned a period of “high
point” attacks in the South from early to mid-June 1969
“to emphasize the enemy’s (i.e. NVA/VC’s) continuing
capability to conduct offensive action.” The Viet Cong’s
Military Region 7 established a “Campaign Headquarters”
to direct the “high point” activity in their Ba Ria-Long
Khanh Province, including a major attack against the village of Binh Ba – and lesser attacks on both Hoa Long
and Hoi My villages. The attack would include an ambush
of any 1ATF Ready Reaction Force.
At the end of May 1969, the 1,100-strong 33rd NVA Regiment was “fixed” by signals intelligence (SIGINT) direction-finding in south-eastern Long Khanh Province about
55 kilometres north-east of Nui Dat.3 33rd Regiment’s principal radio station was intercepted and tracked by 1ATF’s
547 Signal Troop as the Regiment then moved southwest into Phuoc Tuy Province – crossing the Song Ray
River on 2 June and located just north of Binh Ba village
near Duc Trung hamlet on 4 June. The Task Force commander and the senior staff were progressively briefed on
the 33rd Regiment’s movements.
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was attacked by an Australian element while in its preassembly area, and the “occupation task” was reassigned to the 33rd Regiment’s 1st Battalion. D440 later
played a limited “cameo” role in the Battle – losing several killed and a 75mm RCL captured.
Recently available Vietnamese material indicates that the
2nd Battalion of the 33rd Regiment occupied ambush positions south of Binh Ba awaiting the 1ATF Ready Reaction
Force. However, that ambush was reportedly not
“triggered” by the Regiment’s tactical headquarters as
“the Australians were too dispersed - in groups of two to
three vehicles”. It appears that the commanders of both
the 33rd Regiment and its 2nd Battalion were subsequently chastised for that failure. In July 2003, the 33rd
NVA Regiment established a memorial complex at Binh
Ba as, post-War, many of Regiment’s soldiers settled in
the South. Their monument lists the names of 53 of their
soldiers who were killed in the Battle.

The 547 Signal Troop Intercept Operators monitoring the air-waves
at 1ATF base, Nui Dat 1969.
Inset; LT Ernie Chamberlain.

The conduct of the Battle of Binh Ba is described in the
recently-published official history “Fighting to the Finish”
and in 5RAR’s “The Year of the Tigers” (2009) – i.e.: “99”
NVA/VC were reported killed, and one Australian soldier
was killed in action. The foregoing account evidences that
– contrary to the recently-published Australian official history, the 33rd Regiment was not on “strict radio silence”.
The 1ATF intelligence staff had indeed processed the
SIGINT provided by 547 Signal Troop and informed the
Commander of the movements of the 33rd NVA Regiment.
Intelligence staff were not “baffled”.
Regrettably, it is unlikely that the official history will be
formally amended to reflect a more accurate record of the
intelligence and SIGINT history of the Battle of Binh Ba.
Footnotes:
1. This article appeared in The Bridges Review – Journal of the Australian Intelligence Corps, Issue 1, January 2013, p.91

33rd NVA Regiment Orders Group.

The VC’s D440 Local Force Battalion was initially scheduled to occupy Binh Ba village – with the 33rd NVA Regiment to then ambush the expected 1ATF relief force as it
moved north up Route 2 from Nui Dat. However, D440

2. In June 1969, Lieutenant Ernie Chamberlain served as the 1ATF
intelligence liaison officer in Baria. He interrogated prisoners during
5RAR’s Operation Tong in Hoa Long in early June 1969.

The SIGINT “fixes” of the 33rd NVA Regiment’s movements towards Binh Ba village were declassified by the responsible Canberra
-based agency in early 2011 and provided to the author.

3.
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AROUND THE STATES

WA
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
The 5 RAR West Australian Christmas Luncheon was
held at 43 Below Bar/Restaurant, Perth on Saturday 7th
December 2013. This was the first time we have held it
on a Saturday and it was for two reasons. One was to
hope that we could have our younger members attend.
Unfortunately only two responded and both were unable
to come. Hopefully we will get more of them this year.
The second reason was because our numbers have
grown so much we could not fit into our usual room, so
our hostess Sandra gave us the use of the whole front
area and this was only possible to do on a Saturday.
Our numbers were down this year due to 15 members
either in hospitals or unwell.
Many thanks go to the following members, John
McCulloch for donating Vietnam memorabilia, Ivan Leach
for donating a large book titled “The Lost Diggers", Peter
Guyatt for donating a framed picture of diggers getting on
a helicopter and Terry Bates for donating a wallet, all of
these items were to be auctioned.
The donations from our other members were outstanding,
so many wonderful prizes and the generous gifts supplied
by Audrey Briggs which as usual were superbly presented.
Once again Sandra Gastev and staff put on a superb 3
course lunch plus a generous amount of port, all of which
was fully appreciated by our members and partners. After
the lunch we held the raffle with many thanks to Audrey
and Marian for the organisation of such, which
raised $659. The auctioneer Terry Bates then proceeded
and we raised another great total of $370, and Lionel
Morris raised $100 from his $100 club making a grand
total of $1,129, thanks also to Graham Ball for collection
of the monies and once again thanks to all our generous
members.

WA - Cont.
the air conditioner is better and people were able to move
around easier.
We all had a great day, many tall stories told again, with
lots of laughs.
BATTALION BIRTHDAY
With having more than 22 members cancelling due to
various reasons, the numbers were down on previous
years; however the 40 or so people who turned up still
had a great day. The Manageress Sandra Gastev closed
off the front bar to the public, so we had plenty of room to
spread out.
The supply
of
finger
food, cooked
superbly by
the kitchen
staff,
consisted
of
sausage
rolls, quiche,
pizza's, party
pies,
fish,
scallops and
chips, all of
which
was
satisfying to
one and all.
A
Birthday
Cake, which
MAJ Matt Shea, an ex-5/7 and 5 RAR member
Alan carried
cuts the Battalion’s Birthday Cake
on the train
to Perth, arrived safely at our destination and port was
supplied for the Toasts. 5 RAR WA Association paid for
this due to the generosity of our members at the Christmas lunch.
The party started slowly but soon accelerated, lots of
laughing and talking. The only one of the "younger Tigers" to attend was Major Matt Shea, who cut the Birthday cake. The singing of “Happy Birthday" brought lots of
laughter from the back bar, guess we don't go on Australian Idol!!
A call from Paddy Meckenstock stated this was the best
event he had been to, and this was also said from most
who attended.
ANZAC DAY
At this stage we do not know the details for ANZAC Day,
but we are all going to 43 Below Restaurant for lunch.

Carmel and Ray Ward at the Christmas Luncheon.

The idea of having future events on a Saturday was
unanimously agreed upon as the area is so much larger,

This year one section of 43 Below is exclusively for 5
RAR Association members and you will need a Ticket to
be able to enter. I will be handing these tickets out at the
march, but if you are not marching and want to attend,
please contact me closer to the day to arrange for a
ticket.
Alan McNulty

AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
ACT
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
Last December we decided to change our venue for our
Christmas lunch from the Ainslie Football Club to the
Gungahlin Lakes Golf Club. The change of scenery was
appreciated by the 19 who turned up.
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member the seating is for Veteran marchers only, not
NOK. NOK can obtain seating tickets by contacting the
Australian War Memorial.
After the march, the ACT Branch of the RAR Association
will, as usual, meet in the Carlton Room at Olims Hotel,
on Limestone Avenue, within easy walking distance from
the Australian War Memorial, for a few drinks, gophers
and some finger food.
Lunch is available for purchase from the hotel bistro.
Be aware that Prince William, and Catherine, the Duke
and Duchess of Cambridge will be in attendance at the
ANZAC Day Ceremony.
Because of the expected large crowd new parking arrangements have been put in place.

L/R Bill O’Mara, Adam Farrow and Bernie Pye

A special welcome was made to our two newcomers,
Adam Farrow from 5/7 Battalion and Bill O’Mara’s daughter, Nell.

Shuttle services will be in operation from Russell Offices
(Sir Thomas Blamey Square) and Majura Park Car Park
from 0830hrs to 1000 hrs, with return shuttles starting at
1215 hrs after the ceremony. All visitors are encouraged
to use this service and park at either Russell Offices or
Majura Park.
Please also note that parking is no longer available at the
foot of Mount Ainslie.

As usual we had a great time enjoying each other’s company and catching up on the latest gossip. We are all
looking forward to the next one.

Bernie Pye

SA

ANZAC DAY
The ANZAC Dawn Service will be held at the Australian
War Memorial at 0530 hours.
The Anzac Day March details are as follows:
 The RAR Association forms up on the left side of
Anzac Parade between the Korean and Vietnam
Memorials on ANZAC Parade, from 0945 to 1015
hours. Keep an eye out for the RAR Association
banner. Be early and take the time to chat with
visitors and mates.

Biography - Wayne Clarke.
Bluey (Wayne) won the first national service lottery and
joined 5RAR at the battalion's inauguration at Holsworthy.
After infantry corps training he joined A Coy and travelled
to New Guinea on the Battalion's first overseas trip returning from Wewak on the HMAS Sydney which proved
to be a shakedown trip for many more.
Bluey served in A
Coy for the full first
tour in various roles.

 The March will begin at 1015 hours and conclude
around 1200 hours (approximate).

Wayne joined the
Gawler RSL after
discharge and has
served in many positions
including
President and now
a life member.

This year, at this stage the RAR Association marshaling
point has not been gazetted, however I suspect it will
around the same position as last year which was 32.
Members and associates should plan to congregate on
ANZAC Parade, south of Blamey Crescent, but north of
the Vietnam Memorial, no later than 1000 hrs.
Vehicles will be available for those who find it difficult to
march the distance. These vehicles will be located at the
top of ANZAC Parade, on the right hand side.
The format is similar to that of previous years and, once
again, the Australian War Memorial is providing tiered
seating for veterans following the march. The usual arrangements will be in place for toilets and water points.
After the march past when you reach the seating it is important you follow the directions of the ushers and re-

Wayne
continues
through the RSL to
provide support for current servicemen and women with
welfare matters and supports the continuing battle for
their justified retirement benefits.
Margaret and Wayne Clarke

Wayne was a livestock agent after his service who later
became a Valuer selling many rural properties in South
(Continued on page 6)
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AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
NSW - Cont.

SA
(Continued from page 5)
Australia and most other states. While living at Millicent
he met and married Margaret and as they say 44 years
later they have 3 grown up children and now live in retirement in Gawler his home town.

Reunion at the Gold Coast. See you there if not before.

When Chris Kuchenmeister (1st 5RAR rep) was overseas
Wayne assisted with the organisation of the RAR clubrooms at Burnside provided by the RSL and donated a
Tiger Head for the Regiment clubrooms.

The function is at the Crown Hotel, 160-162 Elizabeth St
(Cnr Goulburn St).

Wayne has a trip arranged for this year to Turkey together with several 5 RAR mates (Slim Fennell and Peter
Stanford and their wives). While at Gallipoli Wayne hopes
to locate and visit the graves of the 15 Anzac servicemen
from Gawler who remain at rest at Gallipoli.

Barry (Barney) Ruttle

ANZAC DAY
We are proud to have our Patron BRIG Khan leading the
march again this year. Forming up place is again Bent St.

Hopefully we will again have a good contingent of young
Tigers Marching again.

TAS

Mo Hancock
This April B Coy 2nd Tour are holding a reunion in Tassie.
This will take place down south in Hobart and the event
will take place over 5 days.





Members who attended Bob Leckie’s funeral in January. L-R: Gary
Foster, Moose Dunlop, Ian Cranwell, Rochelle (Bob daughter), Mo
Hancock, Chas Exindaris, Brayden Leckie, Clay Leckie, Greg
Dwiar, Davin Leckie, David Harding and Wayne Clarke.

NSW
BATTALION BIRTHDAY
The photo shown here is of the NSW group enjoying the
Battalion’s Birthday at the Moorebank Sports Club. Geoff
Luck again missed out on the photo, sorry Geoff.
A Great afternoon was had by all. We did not have it at
our usual watering hole at the Crown Hotel as the venue
was booked out by the Gay Mardi Gras for the weekend.
This Sports club is where we will probably have the birthday each year in the future. The club is just down from
Holsworthy Army Camp where the Battalion was formed.

The welcome dinner on the 23rd
A trip to Port Arthur on the 24th
Anzac day parade though Hobart 25th
A free day 26th
Sunday 27th a cruise to beautiful Peppermint Bay.

The reunion has been organised by Peter Burke, a B Coy
member from the 2nd tour, Peter is a local from down that
way and has been very busy setting up the event, well
done Peter.
The Anzac Day in Launceston will go ahead as usual
even though we will be down on numbers for a couple of
reasons. We expect to field of around section strength,
lacking in numbers but big in spirit.
A regular on the march, Rodney Charles Thomas Kenane
Alias “Chuck” will be absent this year due to a knee reconstruction which carried out on Tuesday the 18th of
March. Best of luck during your 6 weeks rehab ‘Chuck’,
we will be thinking of you.
Nothing much going on Association wise down here at
this time, however, on the home front Wendy and myself
have been extremely busy in spoiling our new granddaughter who is now 16 weeks old.

Obviously next years Birthday will be at the Anniversary

John Smee

QLD
ANZAC DAY
A midnight service at the Shrine of Remembrance, Anzac
Square, in Brisbane will precede the Dawn Service.
L-R: Rear; Kev Cavanagh, Bruce Moran, Zeke Mundine, Geoff Pearson, Blue Schafer, unknown and Dennis Morgan.
Front; Geoff Davis, Barney Ruttle, Bob Trenear and Dave Willis.

The traditional dawn service commences at 0428 hrs, the
time of the original ANZAC landing at Gallipoli in 1915.
Among other dawn services in Brisbane and elsewhere

AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
QLD - Cont.
will be the special one at the RAR National Memorial
Walk at Enoggera Barracks.
This will start at 0455 hrs after assembly and traditional
‘Coffee Royal’ from 0415 hrs. It is advisable to be early as
parking becomes difficult – if you can walk, it is easier to
park in nearby streets.
A ‘Gunfire Breakfast’ is available afterwards for a gold
coin donation at the 8/9 RAR Rams Retreat from 0630
hrs.
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Geoff joined the Army in 1963, he served with 1 RAR in
1964-5 then joined 5 RAR as an original member on 1
March 1965. He then served with C Coy from April 65 till
May 67, as an Administrative Clerk, so he saw two ANZAC Days on deployment. In 1968-70 he served in Singapore HQ FARELF, and took his discharge from the
Army in 1973. He later spent some 24 years in the Australian Customs Service before retiring.

Form-up for the city march is from 0930 hrs in the usual
location on George Street between Charlotte and Mary
Streets.
While the official march is timed to step off at 1000 hrs it
will probably be at least 1100 hrs before RAR groups step
off.
After the march, most RAR veterans go to the Pig 'n'
Whistle in Eagle Street at the Riverside Centre, although
some will head for the Grand Central Hotel in Ann St, opposite Anzac.
The usual Anzac Day activities will also be on at the 8/9
Rams Retreat at Enoggera.
ANZAC RUN

The plaque dedicated to Geoff Levey in the Memorial Garden.

On Sunday the 27 of April, radio station 97.3FM will
launch Brisbane's inaugural ANZAC run. There are two
run options, 6km or 12km, both starting at 06:30hrs from
the Eternal Flame in Ann Street and finishing at the RNA
Showgrounds. Anyone can join this uplifting run, which
commemorates all those Australian and New Zealand
servicemen and women who served the nation and those
who made the ultimate sacrifice.

In late May 2002, Geoff and his wife Trish were lucky to
survive a horror road smash near Narrabri, NSW, but
Geoff sustained serious injuries including multiple fractures and eight months in hospital.

For more information, go to:
www.973fm.com.au/whatson/anzac-run-2014 or
www.anzacrun.com or bmag.com.au You will also find
ANZAC Run on Facebook.
Paul Foley

If you're ever in Sunbury drop by to the top of our Village
Green and pay your respects to a mate, he always has
enjoyed a natter.

th

VIC
Happy New Year fellow Tigers, can't say that much of
interest has happened since the report I submitted for the
last edition, other than that in the outer suburban township of Sunbury (where I live) there is a Village Green,
and at the top of the Green there is a memorial garden
dedicated to the memory of a fine soldier, Geoff Levey.
Very soon, it will be seven years since the passing of
Geoff who died of a pernicious form of intestinal cancer
that soon spread to his liver. It was a matter weeks between diagnosis and death in 2007. That is when the
world became a poorer place and many of his 5 RAR
friends from all corners of the nation, lost a much valued
friend.

He was Sunbury RSL President; Melton VVAA, 5 RAR
Rep on the RAR Association (Vic Branch), and was posthumously awarded an OAM soon after his passing.

ANZAC DAY
This year we form up in Collins Street outside the Melbourne Town Hall as is usual, please be there by
11:00hrs. Step off is expected to be 11:30hrs but may be
earlier and the ‘Eyes Right’ is at the Eternal Flame—not
the VIP dais.
Then wheel right heading to the RAR tree/plaque where
banner bearers are requested to display banners.
Doug Bishop

DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National
Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any
errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this
newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss
or damage suffered directly or indirectly from use of
information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they
warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor.
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FAREWELL TO THE RSM
With the Battalion poised at
attention there was silence
as the CO presented the parade to farewell the RSM,
WO1 Dale De Kock. Open
order was given and the
RSM inspected the men and
woman of the 5th Battalion
one last time since his arrival
into the Battalion during the
unit deployment to MTF-2.

ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES
There is a wide range of what is usually referred
to as alternative therapies. For example:


Acupuncture and acupressure



Aromatherapy



Naturopathy



Homeopathy



Hypnotherapy and Hypnosis



Massage or therapeutic touch



Meditation Iridology



Music therapy



Reflexology and relation therapy



Reiki



Tai chi



Yoga



Pilates

The RSM has been the central figure of 5 RAR for the
past three years, serving
three Commanding Officers
in his tenure. He has brought the Battalion through deployment overseas, the difficulties of post deployment
normality, mechanisation and most recently the RBG. The
three years has gone quickly as I am sure he will be the
first to admit, 5 RAR has achieved much under his guidance, we should all be proud.
RSM, WO1 Dale De Kock, farewelling the troops of 5 RAR.

If you're thinking of using an alternative therapy, it's
important to discuss the idea with your doctor. If
you have an existing medical condition, you need to
ensure that using an alternative therapy is appropriate.
DVA Gold and White Card holders can access funding for a wide range of medical and allied health services - such as physiotherapy, chiropractics, osteopathy, dietetics and podiatry.

One of the enduring memories the RSM will leave is his
incessant playing of ‘Eye of the Tiger’ by Survivor at
every sporting match or indeed any opportunity, claiming
that “if it annoys you think about how annoying it is to the
rest of the Brigade”. He continued to raise the Battalions
identity with the purchase of Eye Of The Tiger (EOTT),
more commonly known as the Tiger Car (Rego No 5BN
RAR).

Of all alternative therapies, acupuncture and massage are most frequently asked about. These can
be funded in the following circumstances:




Massage may be funded if it is delivered during a consultation with a physiotherapist, chiropractor or osteopath. The provider will use
his or her clinical judgment to determine
whether massage techniques, in conjunction
with other treatments, are an appropriate
form of treatment for the entitled person. The
entitled person needs a referral from their
Local Medical Officer, and the health provider must be registered with Medicare Australia.
Acupuncture may be funded if provided by a
local medical officer or general practitioner.

Under DVA Gold and White Card arrangements,
entitled persons cannot access funding for services offered by any alternative therapy providers,
such as masseurs, naturopaths or homeopaths.
For further information, refer to the DVA Factsheet: Alternative Therapies for Gold and White Card holders HSV
131 at http://factsheets.dva.gov.au/factsheets/
"Courage is rightly esteemed the first of human qualities,
because it is the quality that guarantees all others.”
"Winston Churchill”

Brian Budden with the Tiger Car, ‘EOTT’. Inset: Rego Plate.

Before the Parade was dismissed the Commanding Officer LTCOL R A Barrett ordered the troops to remove their
Slouch Hats and led the Battalion in giving the RSM three
loud cheers, breaking the silence of the parade ground.
The RSM brought more to 5 RAR than a song or a car.
He brought a sense of ownership to the Battalion that
reached down to every soldier who served.
WO1 D De Kock leaves for the Warrant Officer and Non
Commissioned Officer Wing, Canungra in QLD.
The RSM, even as he drove out of the Battalion with his
wife Kelly for the last time, was seen promoting pride
amongst the troops by donning his rifle green beret for
the final time as RSM.
Duty First,
CPL D.J. Cremming

4 PLATOON - OLD AND NEW
Bev and I are travelling Australia, (currently in Albany
WA) and enjoying our retirement, but thanks to Tiger
Tales coming out electronically, we still keep in touch.
We were in Darwin last year
and dropped into 5 RAR barracks when they were on
exercise. The Guard commander at the time, CPL
Leith Rogers, had the keys
to the museum that they
have and he very courteously offered to take us
around the exhibits.
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the Battalion came home from their exercise, and I was
surprised to get a phone call from the Platoon Sgt of the
current 4 Platoon. He asked
me if the platoon could have
a meet with me on the Sunday, Bev agreed, and she
drove me to the hotel to
meet the boys.

I was surprised to learn that
the whole platoon turned up
and I was overwhelmed to
say the least, not to mention
saturated with beers. I had
to hold a beer in my hand all
On looking at a memorial of 4 Platoon, US Marines and a very proud older Tiger, Bluey Bryant, the time, if I put it down,
some other member of 4 Plathe 4 Platoon Memorial Roll is shown centre back with beer in hand.
toon would get me another
that they had there, I noticed
one.
It
was
a
nice
catch-up
for an old digger to say the
that the photo of Don Clark (KIA 21 Feb 1967) was incorleast.
rect and offered to forward a correct image for their display. I emailed it to the curator, PTE David Broderick, and
I believe that it has been corrected.
The file that I forwarded to them was the original Army
photo at registration for National Service and had his
Army number on it so that no further misrepresentation
could happen. This photo was supplied to me by CARO
back in the 90’s when I requested photo’s of our fallen for
a page on my website at the time.
We were planning on leaving Darwin the Saturday that

The guys look absolutely bullet proof, I hope they are
never tested as we were though. Great bunch of diggers,
there was a section of US Marines there too, they were
attached, or enemy, on the exercise.
Hopefully the men that 4 Platoon lost in 1966-67 paid the
price for this Platoon. Sorry, getting a bit nostalgic, happens more as I get older.
Neville ‘Bluey’ Bryant
4 Platoon 1966-67

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS WERE DUE 1st MARCH 2014
The current 5 RAR Association three year membership period ended on 28th February 2014
and you may not now be financial.
To the right of your name, on the Address Sheet of this issue, there is a date showing the
year that you are currently financial to. If the date shown is 2014 you will need to complete
the Renewal Form, which is on the reverse of this Address Sheet, and send it with the $50.00
payment to the Treasurer/Membership Officer at the address shown on the form.
If these dues are not paid you will lapse into an unfinancial status and will no longer receive
your copy of Tiger Tales. If you have any queries, as to the date that your membership is
paid to, please contact the Treasurer/Membership Officer, Ron Hamlyn, his contact details
are on the Renewal Form.
HOW TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP;
1. Fill in all details on the renewal form on the reverse of the address sheet enclosed
with Tiger Tales. This MUST be filled in completely and returned to the Treasurer.
2. Attach cheque, money order, cash or a bank receipt if paid by direct deposit to the Association’s bank account. (Account name, BSB and number are shown on the renewal
notice.
3. Post or email with attachments to the Treasurer (See top of renewal notice) immediately.
4. Renewals are due for the three years (triennium) 1 Mar 2014 to 28 Feb 2017.
5. If you are not certain of your financial status check directly with the Treasurer before
payment.
The Renewal Form can also be downloaded from the 5 RAR Association Website.
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EVERY DAY IS A MONDAY

“Every day is a Monday.” It was the catch phrase we didn’t believe, but is now the one we live by. Rifle Company
Butterworth Rotation 105 (RCB 105) is currently being
manned by officers and soldiers of Bravo Company, the
5th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment with attachments
from 17 CSS Brigade, 8/12 REGT, 1 CER and 1 CSSB,
and having already completed a month of our tour, there
has already been a lot to do and see. From bus tours with
the notorious “Spider” to living and fighting in the jungles
of Malaysia it has already been a trip full of training that
will hold Bravo Company in good regard when we return
to Australia.
From the moment boots touched ground it was a whirlwind of the usual induction briefs, with the exception of
the 3 hour language lesson run by a lady with impeccable
grammar. Once Ronny RAAF had said his piece it was
time for the soldiers to have their first taste of Malaysia on
the standard bus tour of Penang organised by Spider.
Everyone had experienced by this stage the battlefield
that is the roads of Malaysia.
The fist real taste of the Malaysian field was during the
live fire range week at the Gurun Range Complex. This
range week consisted of firing a large number of different
natures of ammunition, from small arms and high explosive weapons. The range week also included live fire section attacks by day and night and a sneaker range (that
went ahead despite the warnings about a very active
ghost in the area). Upon return from Gurun the company
had a quick turn around to head out to Sik and Kulim for
the introduction to jungle warfare training.
The Jungle Training Wing (JTW) from Tully had the lead
for the training over the next 2 weeks. Under the tutelage
of the master of the jungle the platoons of RCB 105
stepped off for the first time into the jungles of Malaysia.
Sik provided a gentle reminder of the requirements of
living in the field. A number of activities were conducted

including platoon ambushing, platoon and section patrols.
The importance of perimeter cord in the harbour was reinforced on the first night as everyone discovered how dark
the heart of darkness could become. With Sik completed
the Coy felt more prepared for the next JTW exercise to
be held in Kulim.
Kulim saw the Coy deploy as platoons into the jungle to
complete a number of different activities. On the first night
all of the platoons completed a platoon level night ambush, and on the following day began a rotation between
patrolling and platoon deliberate attacks. The jungle at
Kulim was a little more hostile than Sik and resulted in
brushes with the native fauna. The platoon signaller from
Six Platoon had an unwelcome traveller in his pack in the
form of a very large bird spider and one lieutenant decided that field dress included the wearing of scorpions.
Also the Coy finally experience one of the most iconic
conditions of living and fighting in the jungle as the heavens finally opened up and drenched everything in sight.
Spirits where high as the platoons mounted up for home
(RMAF Butterworth) as there was almost a weeks leave
ahead of everyone on their return form the exercise.
Having now soaked up the experience and tips JTW has
to offer, and having experienced jungle living, the Coy
prepares to go on a week leave. After leave is completed
and the Coy has returned after scattering itself across
South East Asia, there is much more training to be done.
There will be a week at the world class urban facility in
Singapore followed by 2 weeks training in Pulada, where
the Coy will complete more field exercises, a live fire exercise and the Champion Soldier competition. On return
to Butterworth the Coy will then once again scatter itself
across South East Asia for ANZAC Day duties before
returning to Australia.
LT Chris Mead
Bravo Company

SE QLD AND NTH NSW CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER

On Tuesday 3 December 2013, the 8th Anniversary of 5
RAR rejoining the ADF Order of Battle, 65 Association
members and partners gathered at the Currumbin RSL,
Gold Coast. It was a relaxed and casual day that was
enjoyed by all, who gathered for their inaugural Christmas
luncheon get together.
The club organized for us to be situated in an area separated from the rest of the Alleys Restaurant patrons (not
sure if this was for their benefit or ours).
We enjoyed an excellent lunch, had an ale or two, made

or remade friends and many stories retold.
The staff of Alleys Restaurant looked after us with friendliness, attentiveness and an extremely good service of
food and refreshments.
It was agreed by everyone present that it should become
an annual event and the composite photo above shows
some of those who attended. If you wish to be included in
future communications about up-coming functions please
contact Gary Townsend, (07) 5594 4780 or
garyt.5rar@gmail.com with your details.

TRAINEES IN VIETNAM WON THEIR SPURS
From A.A.P. Correspondent RICHARD BECKETT
NUl DAT (South Vietnam), April 16 1967. - This week
troops from Australia's 5th Battalion will board the troop
carrier Sydney - among them will be more than 250 National Servicemen, with an average age of 22, who have
"won their spurs" in the jungles of Vietnam.
The loading of the Sydney, which arrives this week with
the incoming 7th Battalion, will continue from the Australian supply base of Vung Tau, 20 miles south of here,
until the end of the month, when the battalion sails for
home.
After 12 wearing months in Vietnam, the soldiers will
march through Sydney's streets, Regulars and National
Servicemen side by side.
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Many National Servicemen have done well for themselves in the Army. Fifth Battalion had at one stage four
National Servicemen as officers—it now has three—and
corporals, and sergeants are many.
No regrets
Second Lieutenant Ted Pott, 22, of Brisbane, is one of
the battalion's three National Service officers.
He has no regrets, but he is not joining up. He is returning to Brisbane and his former job in a bank.
"Having spent 12 months up here has made my term in
National Service worthwhile," he said.
"It's broadened my outlook. You feel a greater closeness
to the soldiers, you have real responsibility."

These National Servicemen are not the first to arrive back
home. Others have gone before them in advance parties
and with wounds.

Private Kerry White, 22, of Townsville said: "It's good to
be able to see an Asian country and see the problems of
the people here.

But it is the symbolic homecoming of the first intake after
their first tour overseas as fighting men for Australia in the
Vietnam War.

Right cause

Without them the Army could not have possibly succeeded in its aim in Vietnam. They have provided the vital
shot in the arm that recruiting posters were unable to
give.
There is no doubt that their performance over here has
been one of the Army's greatest success stories.
Both battalion colonels are enthusiastic about the performance of National Servicemen.
"They are tremendous blokes," said Colonel John Warr,
of Sydney, the Commanding Officer of the 5th Battalion.
‘All soldiers’
"They have all taken the line that the Govern-ment wants
us here to do a job, let's get over here and do that job and
let's get back home again."
Colonel C. M. Townsend, of Brisbane, Commander of the
6th Battalion, prefaced his remarks with: "It's a differentiation we don't like to make, National Ser-vicemen and
regulars. They're all soldiers to us.

"I'm satisfied that our cause is right and that we should be
here."
Relations between trainees and regulars appear to be
excellent.
Both groups at times often appear to be rather hazy about
the exact reasons for Australia's Vietnam involvement,
but a soldier will often turn to a visiting journalist and blurt
out without being asked that "it's right that we're here."
*****
Editor’s Note: The Newspaper clipping that this article
was taken from was supplied by Gordon Hurford who
served as a 2LT with 2 RAR on their 1967-68 Tour of
South Vietnam. It was published in the Courier-Mail on 17
April 1967. A slight correction, the article states that there
were three National Service Officers in 5 RAR, in actual
fact there were five, all from the 1st National Service Intake of July 1965.

ANZAC COVE 1915

"But I would say that it has been a wonderful experiment.
It has succeeded beyond the wildest dreams of anyone.
The integration has been complete."
In infantry
By their very youth and inexperience the National Servicemen in Vietnam have played their greatest role in the
infantry platoons. Regular soldiers fill the "leadership
gaps" in the Army's structure.
The Army appears to have given the National Servicemen
many unexpected side benefits.
"We have given these young chaps a different outlook on
life," Colonel Warr said.
They have "grown up" in Vietnam.

View of the beach at Anzac Cove, with Australia soldiers unloading
supplies and setting up camp. Painting by Frank Crozier.
Courtesy AWM.
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THE ONE DAY OF THE YEAR

THE DAWN SERVICE IS A TRADITION
WITH MANY FOREBEARS
For many Australians, the ANZAC story has taken on the
role of a national creation myth, with the Gallipoli campaign as the historical moment that forged Australia as a
nation. Gallipoli was, as historian Les Carlyon has said,
"the first big thing that Australia ... did in the world ...
Gallipoli is part of the folklore, one of the few words spoken in Australia with something approaching reverence."
Charles Bean, the official Great War historian, suggested
that the Spirit of ANZAC "stands for reckless valour in a
good cause, for enterprise, resourcefulness,
fidelity,
comradeship
and endurance that will
never own defeat." It is
a spirit that most Australians still aspire to, informing how we deal
with all our challenges,
from our tenacious attitude to sport to the
bravery and determination displayed in the
face of calamities such
as fire and flood.
The ANZAC Day Dawn
Service at the Australian War Memorial in
Canberra regularly attracts more than 27,000
people, and attendance
at Dawn Services all
over the country continues to increase. But
what is so special about
the dawn? Some people claim the early hour is in recognition of the time the
landings on Gallipoli actually began, but Victoria's Fort
Queenscliff Museum website suggests:
The Dawn Service ... has its origins in an operational
routine which is still practised by the Australian Army
today. The half-light of dawn plays tricks with soldiers'
eyes and, from the earliest times, the half-hour or so
before dawn ... became a favoured time for mounting
an attack. Soldiers in defensive positions were woken
before dawn, so as the first dull light crept across the
battlefield they were alert and manning their weapons.
This was, and still is, known as "stand-to".
This explains a military routine, but not how it became a
yearly national ritual. As with most good traditions, there
is more than one version of the story. This is how historian Ken Inglis describes it in Sacred places:
Sydney's Cenotaph provoked the spontaneous creation of a new ritual, the Dawn Service, at which the
landing at Gallipoli became [a] visual metaphor for the
beginning of Australian nationhood ... Five men,
wending their way home after an Anzac eve function

in the early hours of Anzac Day 1927, happened to
see an elderly woman placing a sheaf of flowers on
the as yet incomplete Cenotaph. The men bowed their
heads alongside her and their Association resolved to
arrange a Dawn Service at the Cenotaph each year.
Another possible origin, recounted by Kerry Neale in
Wartime Issue 38, holds that the tradition began in
Toowoomba in Queensland.
On ANZAC Day in 1919, at four o'clock in the morning,
Captain George Harrington placed flowers at the
graves and memorials of the war dead at Toowoomba,
Queensland. As Harrington and his friends drank to
these men at the first
light of dawn, a bugler sounded the Last
Post and Reveille,
and this tradition continued in the years
that followed.
But perhaps the most
well-known
version,
and the one credited
by the Australian army
website, is the story of
Padre White, whose
remote
Queensland
gravestone bears only
the words "A Priest".
By the grave is a
plaque that reads:
[Next to] this marker
lies the grave of the
late Reverend Arthur
Ernest
White,
a
Church of England
clergyman and padre, 44th Battalion,
First Australian Imperial Force. On 25th April 1923,
at Albany in Western Australia, the Reverend White
led a party of friends in what was the first ever observance of a Dawn parade on ANZAC Day, thus
establishing a tradition which has endured Australiawide ever since.
Born in London in 1883, Reverend White emigrated to
Australia in 1912. First arriving in Albany, he soon transferred to Williams, 200 kilometres away, to become a
member of the Bush Brotherhood of St Boniface. Soon it
would be itinerant priests like him who would bear telegrams to the families of men serving overseas.
By March 1916, White himself had volunteered, sailing in
June to England from Fremantle as chaplain to the 44th
Battalion. By the end of the year, the battalion was in the
trenches in northern France, but the padre soon found
himself in hospital. He was not gassed, as has sometimes been suggested, but was suffering from a recurrence of painful and debilitating ear infections. In and out
of hospital over the next few months, with one more spell
in the trenches, he was repatriated to Australia in Febru-

THE ONE DAY OF THE YEAR– Cont.
ary 1918. Within days he was back in Albany and, according to the Albany Historical Society:
[He] celebrated a Requiem Mass for the Battle Dead at
the altar of St. John's, Albany. After the service he and
some members of the congregation climbed to the summit of Mount Clarence. As Padre White looked over Princess Royal Harbour, he is reported to have said, `Albany
was the last sight of land our troops saw of Australia. Perhaps we should commemorate them this way every Anzac Day."
The following year he moved to Melbourne, and was subsequently appointed Archdeacon and Rector of Broken Hill
in 1923. It wasn't until 1929 that he returned to his beloved
Albany as Rector of St John's. So in spite of the claims of
his graveside marker, it seems unlikely that Reverend
White did hold the first Dawn Service in Albany in 1923,
but we know that he did hold an ANZAC Dawn Service
there in 1930. The Albany Historical Society notes that:
He introduced a dawn service, which ended with a
wreath being laid on the war memorial next to the
church. The following year, in 1931, he instigated the
twin traditions of casting a wreath into King George
Sound and climbing to the top of Mount Clarence.
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IN MEMORIUM
4717575 PETER COLIN SHARP
9 June 1945 - 30 November 2013
On 30 Nov, PTE Peter ‘Lurch’ Sharp
passed away after an ongoing illness.
He served with D Coy 11 Pl in Vietnam during the Battalion’s 66-67 tour.
Peter trained in Vietnam as a Vietnamese interpreter.
Peter was a National Serviceman who
trained at 2RTB, Infantry Centre, and
then joined 5 RAR at Holsworthy Barracks, in 1965.
On his return to Australia, Peter returned to advertising
and then into a very successful career in Real Estate. In
the late 1990’s Peter retired and moved to Queensland.
Peter’s Funeral Service was held at Southern Memorial
Park Chapel, Carbrook, Qld, and he is survived by his
wife Lee, daughter Kristin and 7 grandchildren.

There are several explanations for why a ritual born of
military tradition has come to exert such a hold on the
public imagination. Inglis suggests that the early start allows people to sacrifice "sleep in mild metaphorical identification with the men they have assembled to honour".
One currently serving army chaplain agrees. "It is countercultural, standing in a communal setting in the dark and
quiet," he says. "Many things in contemporary life are easy
to do, and are superficial, but the Dawn Service requires a
deeper level of action. Last year," he recalls, "it started to
rain and everyone still stood there in the dark and the wet."

43974 ROBERT JAMES LECKIE
21 August 1947 - 5 January 2014

In Sacred places, Inglis observes that "ritual is a means
of forgetting, as much as of commemorating." Some veterans, in the early years after the First World War, refused to attend the ANZAC Day services. But many more
did attend, wishing to remember and honour the dead
collectively, and in so doing, they began a ritual that has
come for many of us to symbolise the essence of being
Australian.

He again deployed to Vietnam with B Coy, 4 Pl as a Section Commander, on the Battalion’s 1969-70 Tour.

By Samantha Grosser
Courtesy ‘WARTIME’ Magazine

NEW MEMBERS TO THE ASSOCIATION
August 2013 to April 2014
Regt No

C/Names

Surname

Tour

2789347 Barry Michael

Greene

V2

8540405 Samuel Jack

Dorling

Aust

5716348 John Raymond

Ross

2790202 Colin Roy

Summerfield

5803251 Gregory Michael
8218304
37763

Albert Henry

Wall
Westerman

Sub/Town

State

Tanilba Bay

NSW

Geelong

VIC

V2

Dudley Park

WA

V2

Calala

NSW

Aust

Bertram

WA

V1

Mill Park

VIC

Robert ‘Ribs’ Leckie passed away on
Sunday 5 January, in Murray Bridge
Soldier’s Memorial Hospital, after a
long battle with leukaemia.
Bob joined the Battalion in Vietnam,
in December 1966, as a PTE with D
Coy, 10 Pl and completed 5 RAR’s
1966-67 Tour.

Bob completed his six year service and returned to civilian life, in later years he was very active in his local RSL.
A Funeral Service was held for Bob at the Imperial Football Club, Adelaide Road, Murray Bridge on Tuesday 14th
January. The attendees included eight ex-Tigers.
A SOLDIER'S SELF-EPITAPH
If on one of these ops I'm KIA,
Shot full of metal out there in the "J";
I realize those, from this war, far away,
May pause briefly, and some may say;
What a tragedy he had to go that way.
But they haven't thought like we've thought,
So they haven't fought as we've fought;
Strange, when experience has taught,
At what high price Man's freedom's bought,
Cut the pity short, self respect, not safety, we sought.
© Ian Gowlett
D Coy 1969-70
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OPERATION RESOLUTE

Operation Resolute is the ADF's contribution to the whole
-of-government effort to protect Australia's borders and
offshore maritime interests. It is the only ADF operation
that currently defends homeland Australia and its assets.
The Operation Resolute area of operations covers approximately 10% of the world's surface and includes Australia's Exclusive Economic Zone which extends up to
200 nautical miles around the mainland, Christmas, Cocos Keeling, Norfolk, Heard, Macquarie and Lord Howe
Islands. Of the eight lines of operations the primary task
is to contribute to the whole of government program to
detect, intercept and deter vessels carrying illegal maritime arrivals from entering Australia through the maritime
approaches.
In October 2013 fifty soldiers, NCO’s and officers from 5
RAR concentrated as part of Transit Security Element 71
(TSE 71). The Transit Security Element was made up of
140 personnel from 36 separate units across all three
services, both regular and reserve. 5 RAR made up the
largest unit contribution in the deployment. Initially they
undertook a seven week training program including
boarding operations, MSD, PPC, 9mm pistol training and
tactical baton training. This culminated in a week of mission rehearsal activities under the watchful eyes of Sea
Training Group. The soldiers of 5 RAR set the standard
for understanding and implementing the use of force, and
were invaluable in mentoring the RAN and RAAF personnel who were attached.
Previous TSE rotations have been conducted wholly by
RAN, working with less than 40 personnel to conduct the
task. In 2013, Australian Government changed the requirement and implemented Operation Sovereign Borders
incorporating the Australian Defence Force, Australian
Customs and Border Protection Service, Australian Federal Police, and the Australian Fisheries Management
Authority all working under Border Protection Command,
based in Canberra. This increase in size allowed for a
fully manned Company Headquarters, commanded by an
Officer Commanding, Major Tim Mardiyants of 5 RAR,
Company Second-in-Command Captain Nicholas Wilson
of 9 Brigade Headquarters, and a Company Sergeant

Battalion members undertake weapons training, with 9mm pistols,
at sea on a RAN ship.

Major, Warrant Officer Class Two Chris Eynon of the 2nd
Cavalry Regiment.
TSE 71 members were required to deploy on Armidale
Class Patrol Boats, ANZAC Class Frigates, Hydrographical Survey ships and Australian Customs Vessels for periods in excess of six weeks at a time. These patrols
proved to be a challenging leadership environment, but
the Officers and NCO’s of 5 RAR excelled in leading their
teams in such an unfamiliar environment and received
high praise from the RAN. For the platoon commanders it
was an excellent opportunity to have command of their
teams in an operational environment for extended periods
of time without external distractions, and they had the
chance to exercise their diplomatic abilities with the RAN
leadership onboard. The soldiers experienced the best
and worst of life on the high seas, and for a lucky few,
they got to enjoy the occasional and all too short shore
leave in Singapore, and some had moment to step foot
on dry land on Christmas Island.

5 RAR personnel working on a Royal Australian Navy vessel.

The value of the infantry soldier in a maritime boarding
environment was proved repeatedly during the conduct of
TSE 71. Complex and confusing environments, difficult
sea states, diverse cultures, and potentially dangerous
situations in very confined spaces did not diminish the
professionalism or the ability of the members of 5 RAR
who completed the task “regardless of season, weather
or terrain” at all times. The combat mindset demonstrated
by the members of 5 RAR is an asset to the JTF, and
their ability to safely use force with consideration, discrimination and without hesitancy made them invaluable
as members of a boarding party.
Officer Commanding TSE 71, Major Tim Mardiyants said
“the contribution of 5 RAR was instrumental in ensuring
that the strategic objectives of Operation Sovereign Borders were achieved in line with the Government's direction. The Battalion's ability to provide the core of Transit
Security Element 71 on very short notice is a testament to
the very high level of readiness and preparedness that
was achieved in 2013. During the deployment it was primarily the efforts of 5 RAR soldiers that have, time after
time, been commended and positively reported upon by
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OPERATION RESOLUTE - Cont.

THE SPIRIT OF AUSTRALIA
A Collection of Short Stories and Verse by "Warrie"
George Mansford.

The Prime Minister, Tony Abbott joins in exercising with some
members of TSE 71.

various ships' COs and other key appointments within HQ
JTF639. As an OC I am immensely proud of these efforts
and consider myself to be highly fortunate to have had an
opportunity to lead such a highly dedicated team for a
period of nearly 6 months”. Company Sergeant Major
TSE 71, Warrant Officer Class 2 Chris Eynon said of the
members of TSE 71 “Many of the servicemen and servicewomen had never lead teams before, never had subordinates before. They were given a task to lead and
mentor their teams in an operational area with a high degree of professionalism bringing credit to their respective
services. These people are now true leaders and have
experiences that will carry them through the rest of their
career in Defence and their lives”
There was never a quiet moment for the Transit Security
Element, and during the short deployment the rotation
received several high profile visits including the Prime
Minister of Australia the honourable Tony Abbott MP,
Minister for Immigration and Border Protection the honourable Scott Morrison MP, and Commander of Operation
Sovereign Borders Lieutenant General Angus Campbell
DSC, AM. The Prime Minister joined the members of
Transit Security Element 71 who were ashore at the time
for a PT session, before seeing a demonstration of scenarios that 5 RAR members encountered whilst at sea.
TSE 71 has proved to be an excellent opportunity for 5
RAR to deploy soldiers in an unfamiliar environment, test
their leadership abilities and contribute to a high profile,
nationally significant mission. The members of 5 RAR
have set the standard for all future TSE deployments and
left a lasting impression on the JTF HQ and on their fellow servicemen in RAN and RAAF.
CAPT Nick Wilson
Tiger Tales is printed and distributed,
for 5 RAR Association, by The Pack
Factory, 169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. Graeme Tooth,
the principal of The Pack Factory, is a
veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70 tour of
South Vietnam.

‘George Mansford is a
laconic, patriotic Australian. He has a great zest
for life and his eyes
sparkle when he regales
his many friends with
tales of yester-years. He
has proudly served his
Nation in Korea, Malaya
and South Vietnam. He
leads from the front,
calls a spade a shovel
and was a tough soldier
and commander. He
laughs often and loudly
but he has known sorrow during his life.’
‘However there is much more to George Mansford then
presented by this gruff, good-natured Australian. He has
that rare talent of being able to express his deepest feelings and emotions in his poems. He is a prolific writer and
his poems cover a wide spectrum of topics, often tinged
with sadness, many with humour and many recall his experiences while serving in the Australian Army. Some of
his poems demonstrate his frustration and disappointment with all Australian politicians in their failure to look
after returned and retired service personnel. ‘
‘This collection of stories and verse encapsulates the
Australian spirit, from the bush to Canberra, to distant
lands, presented with the vitality and richness of George's
many experiences and escapades, and of those with
whom he served. I hope that it rekindles the reader's patriotism and inspires them to research our Nation's proud
history.’
Editor’s Note: The above are excerpts from the foreword,
by Neil Weekes, AM, MC, BRIG (Ret’d), of ‘The Spirit of
Australia’.
All profits from the sale of the first printing of the book will
be donated to the following organisations.


Legacy



The Royal Australian Regiment Association
(Memorial Walk)



Australian Army Training Team Vietnam
(Memorial Grove)

To purchase this book contact; Phone 0417 515773 or
Email gmansfordspiritofaustralia@gmail.com
Cheques for $30 (including Postage) should be made
payable to George Lyon Mansford and posted to: J. Bartlett, Unit 2/68 Pacific Drive, Banksia Beach, QLD, 4507.
Direct Deposit: CBA, Earlville, QLD. Acc Name: George
Lyon Mansford, BSB 064 830 Acc 10367657 and then
send your details and Deposit Slip to the email above.
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THE NIGHT OF THE LIVING DEAD

In February 1970, as our tour of duty was coming to an
end, it was our turn to host the Advance Party of 7 RAR
who was to take over from us in country. Officers,
SNCOs and NCOs of the Advance Party were ‘married
up’ with their counterparts across 5 RAR and the business of imparting local knowledge began in earnest.
To set the scene, 9 Platoon’s tent lines were on the perimeter of the Company area with only the sentry machine
gun pits, wire and Claymores between us and the enemy.
The lines were in two rows of tents parallel to the perimeter.
Now, one of the few pleasures we had in camp was the
odd movie that would be shown (the ‘theatre’ was conveniently located next to the C Company area). There
was some rudimentary wooden bench style seating but
for the most part, ‘movie goers’ took along their “chairs,
canvas, folding, troops for the use of” to watch the movie.
On this particular night, for some inexplicable reason, the
movie being shown was that old B Grade B&W horror
movie “The Night of the Living Dead”. As the title suggests, it was about what we now colloquially refer to as
zombies and included cannibalism. It was pretty full on
for its time.
Now, after a 12 month tour of duty, it would take a lot to
upset the seasoned veterans of C Company. Not so our
7 RAR counterparts who were fresh in country.
At the conclusion of the movie, everyone folded up their
canvas chairs and retired to their respective tent lines.
Now after what seemed to be a fairly short time after
lights out (which, if I recall correctly, was at 2230 hours
(10.30pm)), I was woken by a blood curdling scream from
the far end of 9 Platoon lines. It was one of those
screams in the night that could make the hair on the back
of your neck stand upright and that took some doing at
this late stage of our tour.

we’d learnt to live with over the preceding 12 months?
What on earth was going on?
I was greeted by a voice from the end of the tent lines
reassuring me all was well. “It’s OK, skipper. One of the
new blokes was having a nightmare. Scared the crap out
of himself and us momentarily but all’s well – now.”
“Roger that” says I. And to the few diggers who had been
roused from sleep (by now most would sleep through an
artillery barrage), I simply said “OK, stand down you
blokes and hit the cot.”
It was only then that I realised that I’d leapt out of the
‘farter’ in my usual sleeping attire, grabbed my 9mm pistol
and holster, slipped my feet into flip-flops (thongs) and
proceeded out of the tent and down the lines. It must
have been a sight to behold – a naked subaltern, with
nothing but thongs on his feet, a pistol belt and holster
around his hips and brandishing a 9mm Browning …
that’d be enough the put the fear of God into any enemy!

The Mayfair Theatre at Nui Dat

After disentangling myself from my mosquito net, I was
out of the cot and out of the tent with my trusty 9mm
Browning pistol in hand wondering what on earth had
happened. Had a VC got through the wire and past the
gun picquet and infiltrated the lines? Was someone being attacked by one of the myriad of poisonous creatures

“Mental note for future reference” I chuckle inwardly.
“Don’t show horror movies to newbies in a war zone.”
“Welcome to country, 7 RAR” I thought as I climbed back
under my mosquito net and once more drifted off …our
own “wakey” was not far away. And no zombie was going to change that …
Roger Lambert
OC 9 Pl 1969-70
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NOTICES
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and
amendments to your contact details should be forwarded to:
The Secretary, 5 RAR Association,
31 Kenilworth St, Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022.
02 9387-1409 or hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au
TIGER TALES ARCHIVES

FROM THE EDITOR
I would like to thank all of those 5 RAR Association
members, and the officers and the men of the Battalion in
Darwin, who have generously forwarded articles, photos
and items of interest for inclusion into Tiger Tales.
Without these contributions it would not be possible to
produce a newsletter that is, I hope, interesting and informative for you all.
Gary Townsend

The Back Issues of Tiger Tales, from August 1987 to December 2012, are on the 5 RAR Association Website.
These are stored in the PDF file format for ease of viewing or downloading to your computer. You will find them
under the 5 RAR Association Newsletter, TIGER TALES
banner on the Contents Page of - www.5rar.asn.au
LOOKING FOR ANDREW FENECH
I am trying to locate Andrew ‘Luigi’ Fenech, 3786755,
DOB 24/03/45 in Malta. Trained C and B Coy in Australia
pre-1st Tour, served B Coy during that Tour. He was variously 6 Pl OC and 2IC Batman and frequently a forward
scout. DVA have no records. He is believed to have returned to Malta.
If you have any scrap of info, please contact Haydyn
Dorrough, (0468) 388323 - haydyn.dorrouigh@gmail.com

IN FLANDERS FIELD
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
LTCOL John McCrae, MD, Canadian Army 1872-1918

50th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 2015 RAFFLE
1st Prize: A CashCard, from Harvey Norman, that will enable the
purchase of a large Flat Screen TV or other goods of your choice
to the value $1,300.
2nd Prize: Samsung 10” Tablet.
3rd Prize: ‘Vietnam Task’ and ‘The Year Of The Tigers’.
The above list will be the minimum number of prizes, we are trying to obtain more to add to the list, but the
total value of prizes is already in excess of $1,800.
Tickets are priced at $5 each or a book of 5 for $20 and can be ordered by using the RAFFLE Section of the
Attendance Form that is included as an insert with this issue of Tiger Tales. Regular 5 RAR memorabilia or
Membership Renewals cannot be ordered, paid for or combined with this form.
Tickets are available to all members, not just those who are attending Reunion 2015; if you are not attending
and you are a winner, your prize will be forwarded to you. Tickets will be in the form of a letter sent either by
Australia Post or email and will be recorded on the Reunion 2010 Database.
Note: The CashCard is redeemable at any Harvey Norman, Domayne or Joyce Mayne store Australia wide,
this will save the winner if from interstate, packing a big TV into their luggage for their trip home.

Don’t miss out, order your tickets now!
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50th ANNIVERSARY REUNION OF 5 RAR

The 5 RAR Association 50th
Anniversary Reunion will be
held at the Gold Coast in FebMar 2015. All activities except
the dinner will be held at Twin
Towns Services Club and Resort. The dinner is to be held at
the Gold Coast Convention and
Exhibition Centre (GCCEC). It
is worth mentioning that Twin
Towns Services Club has recently completed a $30 million
refurbishment and is looking
exceptionally good.
Planning is well under way and
we are anticipating another enjoyable and successful reunion
at the same facilities as the
Reunion in 2010. Please note
that this is a 5 RAR Association reunion, and as such you
must be a financial member of
the Association or the guest of
a financial member to attend.
There will be no opportunity to
'pay at the door'.
An Attendance and Memorabilia Order Form is included, as an loose leaf insert, with
this issue of Tiger Tales. This Form is also available in
PDF Format on the 5 RAR Association Website.
The total cost of the Reunion is $200, and Members and
guests have three options of attendance:
1. Attending only the functions to be held at Twin
Towns Services Club at a cost of $80, or
2. Attending only the Reunion 2015 Dinner at a cost
of $120, or
3. Attending all activities at a cost of $200.
We have kept the prices down as much as possible, and
this Reunion is only $20 more expensive than in 2010. It
is worth noting that some recent reunions with other RAR
Battalion Associations have been as high as $375 per
person for much the same as we are offering for $200.
Reunion Name Badges will identify the attendance level
paid for by members and guests. Your Name Badge will
be used to verify access to each activity, so ensure you
keep it on throughout the Reunion.
This Reunion will run over a period of 4 days from Thursday 26 February until Sunday 1 March 2015 with functions occurring in the sequence that follows, and note the
all timings for the Reunion are Qld time:
Thursday 26 February.
 10:00 to 14:00 hours — Registration and collection of
Memorabilia and Name Badges (Badges will be
required for entry to each function). Visions Room,
Twin Towns Services Club, Outrigger Resort Building. Dress casual.
 15:00 to 18:00 hours — Meet and Greet and Welcome

Function, Stars Room, Twin
Towns Services Club. Finger
food and a limited number of
free drinks excluding Spirits.
Spirits and additional drinks at
Cash Bar. Dress casual +
name badge. Strict access
control by Name Badge.
Friday 27 February.
 09:00 to 10:30 hours —
5RAR Association General
Meeting, location to be advised, Twin Towns Services
Club. Tea, Coffee and biscuits
supplied. Dress casual + name
badge.
 11:00 to 13:00 hours — Collection of pre-ordered Memorabilia if not already collected,
Terraces Room, Twin Towns
Services Club.
 13:00 to 17:00 hours — Subunit Functions, room locations
to be advised, Twin Towns Services Club. Finger food supplied and Cash Bar operates.
All theatres of operations and
service locations combined into Company groups.
Strict access control by Name Badge. Members
are free to move between Coy groups. Dress casual + name badge.
Saturday 28 February.
 Free day to arrange your own activities i.e. recovery, beach, sightseeing, social activities, shopping,
golf, bowls, etc.
Sunday 1 March.
 10:00 to 11:00 hours — Memorial Service, Twin
Towns theatre. Dress is jackets and full size medals.
 18:00 to 22:00 hours — 45th Anniversary Dinner,
Gold Coast Convention Centre, Broadbeach, QLD.
3 course sit down dinner including a drinks package of red wine, white wine, sparkling wine, beers,
soft drink and juice. This venue requires final guest
totals at least 6 weeks prior to the dinner so, unfortunately no bookings can be accepted after 31 December 2014. Strict access control by Name
Badge. Bus transport from Tweed Heads to the
Convention Centre, and return, will be provided at
no cost to attendees. Dress is jackets and miniature medals.
* * * * *
For your accommodation at the Reunion in 2015:
1. Outrigger Twin Towns Resort is part of the Twin
Towns Club complex, the hosting venue of the majority of the reunion activities. The resort boasts
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50th ANNIVERSARY - Cont.
stylishly appointed hotel rooms and fully selfcontained one, two and three bedroom suites and
penthouses across the Ocean and Harbour Towers. Rooms feature private balconies and most with
sensational views. Outrigger Twin Towns Resort is
offering heavily discounted accommodation rates at
2013 prices to our Association members attending
the 5RAR Reunion 2015. If you wish to stay at this
resort contact the Group Reservations desk, on
direct number (07) 5506 6281 or by email at twintowns.conf@outrigger.com.au make sure you
mention 5 RAR Reunion to get the special
prices.
2. Alternatively, you may make your own arrangements and stay wherever you like. If you have a
penchant for caravanning, a list of parks is shown
on this page of Tiger Tales.

CARAVAN PARKS IN THE
TWEED HEADS-GOLD COAST AREA
(Approximate distances to Twin Towns Services Club)
Banora Point Caravan Park, Pacific Hwy, Tweed Heads
South, NSW, 2486. 07 5523 4100 (4-5 klm)
Boyd’s Bay Holiday Park, Dry Dock Rd, Tweed Heads
South, NSW, 2486. 07 5524 3306 (2-3 klm)
Colonial Tweed Caravan Park, 158 Dry Dock Rd,
Tweed Heads South, NSW, 2486. 07 5524 2999 (2-3 klm)
Big 4 Tweed Billabong Holiday Park, Holden St, Tweed
Heads South, NSW, 2486. 07 5524 2444 (2-3 klm)
Tweed Coast Holiday Park, 5 Dry Dock Rd, Tweed
Heads South, NSW, 2486. 07 5523 4111 (2 klm)

* * * *
th

A choice of 50 Anniversary Reunion Memorabilia items
will be available and is displayed in this issue of Tiger
Tales. All items need to be ordered from the manufacturer at the end of October 2014. Therefore we must receive your order and full payment for any memorabilia
that you require by 31 October 2014, orders received
after that date cannot be processed. You will collect your
orders when you attend Registration at the Reunion (see
Thursday above).
At this Reunion we are looking forward to a good showing
of members including those who are recent members of
5RAR or are veterans from recent campaigns. It is time
for the 'young guns' to step up and take an active interest
and a roll in the Association. We look forward to renewing
old friendships, creating new ones and reliving the sense
of camaraderie that has been engendered by our experience of belonging to an elite group of men, The Tigers.
50th Anniversary Reunion Committee.

Gold Coast City Council Tourist Parks:
 Charlotte St, Kirra, QLD, 4225. 07 5581 7744 (2-3
klm)
 Gold Coast Hwy, Tallebudgera, QLD, 4228. 07 5581
7700 (10-11 klm)
 Goodwin Tce, Burleigh Heads, QLD, 4220. 07 5581
7755 (11-13 klm)
 Hythe St, Miami, QLD, 4220. 07 5581 7711 (13-14
klm)
Miami Caravan Park, 2200 Gold Coast Hwy, Miami,
QLD, 4220. 07 5572 7533 (14-15 klm)

REUNION MEMORABILIA

Brushed Cotton Bush Hat, multi coloured
embroidery front and back (inset) - $8.00

Fine Bone China Mug - $13.00

(Continued on page 20)
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(Continued from page 19)

cm

Stubby Holder with base - $5.00

Gold/Black Polo Shirt, with multi coloured embroidery - $25.00
Sizes as per image above.
S=52.5, M=55, L=57.5, XL=60, XXL=62.5, XXL=65
Srixon Green Golf Balls,
individually boxed. Set of 3 - $15.00

Cooler Bag 28x21x19cm with
printed logo - $13.00

Winning Spirit Vest reversible black
water-resistant outer and heavy cotton inner. Embroidered on both
sides. Sizes S - XXXL - $45.00
Refer to shirt (above) for sizes.

For your convenience the Reunion Attendance Form, the Outrigger Resort Accommodation
Form and the Membership Renewal Form can be downloaded from the 5 RAR Website.

