1
Issue 34

AUGUST 2013

Newsletter of 5th Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment Association

We are all Tigers together

COPYRIGHT: No part of this publication may be produced without the written permission of the Editorial Committee.

5 RAR FAREWELLS APC
M113s move from 5 RAR to armoured cavalry regiment as unit transitions to dismounted infantry role
The last of 5 RAR's M113s
has left the battalion lines at
Robertson Barracks with battalion members lining the
streets to see it out of service with the unit.
Crewed by SGT Scott Barry
and driven by LCPL Joshua
Whale, the M113 made its
way slowly along the street
with each soldier standing to
attention as it passed to mark
the importance of the event.

tained a QRF presence with
M113s in Timor-Leste from
2006 to 2009.
SGT Barry was chosen to
crew the last vehicle in recognition of his years working
with armoured vehicles in 5/7
RAR, School of Armour, 7
RAR and 5 RAR.

SGT Barry guides the M113 past (l-r) RSM WO1 D De Kock, OPSO
MAJ C Jaunay, 2IC MAJ A Patterson and CO LTCOL R Barrett.

CO LTCOL Richard Barrett
said the APC was not only a significant part of the battalion's heritage but also of the Army's history.

"The M113 has provided a unique warfighting capability to
1 Bde," he said.
"They have been part of the unit for more than 30 years
and we now have the task of transitioning to a standard
infantry battalion."
In 1976, before the delinking of the two units, 5/7 RAR
began working with the vehicles after accepting them
from 2 Cav Regt as part of a two-year trial.
Years later in June 1984 the unit adopted the
"mechanised" suffix and conducted its first battalion-level
mechanised exercise in late 1985.

"It's a shame to see them
go," he said. "I liked the excellent firepower and protected mobility they provided."

SGT Barry played an important role in the battalion's efforts to move the M113s from 5 RAR to be based with the
soon-to-be-formed armoured cavalry regiments (ACR).
The battalion will remain the ready battalion group until
November. LTCOL Barrett said it was an exciting time for
the unit.
"We have some major exercises this year where we will
refocus for conventional dismounted operations," he said.
"We'll wait and see how the ACRs evolve as we'll be in a
position to actively contribute to their tactics, techniques
and procedures being previously mechanised."
The M113 fleet is being upgraded and are expected to
remain in service for at least the next decade.

The unit deployed on operational service with the vehicles during Interfet in Timor-Leste in 1999 and main-

CPL Nick Wiseman
Courtesy ARMY Newspaper

Marched Out: 5RAR’s last M113 is farewelled by unit members during a ceremony at Robertson Barracks.

5 RAR Association Website

www.5rar.asn.au

Photos CAPT Darren MacKenzie

Webmaster: Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Back in November 2001, on the Association website,
there was a guest book entry from a Phillip deCook, a
Vietnam veteran from the US 3rd Squadron, 5th Armoured Cavalry Regiment (Black Knights) who penned a
short poem about 5RAR and I forgot about it until I rediscovered it recently.
Webmaster
"To the men of the 5 RAR Vietnam, I wish I knew
where to send this. Like a newspaper, so your whole
country could see it. I just would like for them to know
one American's feelings about you mates."
I hope this speaks for all American Combat Vets, after
all Rambo was not there.
Phillip deCook November 2001
* * * * *

LAND OF THE DRAGON
A long time ago, in the land of the dragon,
I met some men, and yes I'm braggin';
From Australia and New Zealand these men came,
They fought like tigers, they earned their fame;
They fought so brave in the Dragon's mist,
They fought with weapons, they fought with fists;
I'm proud to have known men so brave,
They should be too, for what they gave;
Who were these men who came so far to help us out'
They were the men of the 5th no doubt;
These men are old, but it's not too late,
Tell them just how proud you are of these brave old
men of the 5 RAR
© Phillip (Allen) deCook

Fellow Tigers,
Several articles in this edition focus on last ANZAC Day
and the reunions held in capital cities and other locations.
A very positive aspect is to see the growing numbers of
more recent tiger veterans from Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan join our ranks for the march. It is important that this
trend continues as this is the strength that will provide the
backbone of our Association in the future. I trust our state
representatives had some membership forms handy.
There are a number of articles from the commanding officer and other battalion members that inform us of activities during the Tigers' year as the Ready Battalion Group.
The Duke of Gloucester Cup has been the key prestigious competition between the battalions of the Regiment
since its inception during the occupation of Japan in
1947. Well done to CPL Stone and his team for a closely
fought 2nd place finish. No doubt the change of climate
from Darwin to Singleton in June would have been an
additional challenge to face.
5 Platoon B Company provides an interesting comparison
of generations. Page 19 shows the 1969-70 callsign 22
marching together in Mildura, whilst Page 20 shows the 5
Platoon of 2013. There is hardly any discernible difference!! It does however exemplify the bond that is forged
by training and operational comradeship that leads to lifelong friendships.
For the benefit of members, our end of year financial
statement is included on Page 13. It shows that we are in
a secure financial state. The loss for the past year is directly due to the fact that membership renewals, our core
source of income, are only due every three years. I thank
our Treasurer, Ron Hamlyn for his meticulous maintenance of our records.
Roger Wainwright

10 PLATOON D COMPANY’S
LAST PATROL 1967
This picture was taken as 10 Platoon was going out
from the 'Horseshoe' on its last patrol; April 1967.
Not all platoon members are in the photograph due
to other requirements. The patrol was a security
patrol around the base of the Horseshoe. The patrol
was uneventful and the platoon members were all
smiles on return. They were going home after an
arduous 12 month tour of duty.
Note: Coloured ribbon was entwined through their
bush hats as "Charlie" wore a similar hat and this
was to identify friend from foe.
(Standing L to R): Colin Illman, Bruce Robinson,
Dave Grey, Lyn "Baldy" Phillips, Bob Bullen, Peter
Cerviski, Geoff Sobey, Bob Bunting, Kevin "Bat" Masteron, Ross Hore, Dave Babbage and Dennis Rainer. (Kneeling L
to R): Ken Haynes, Geoff Arthur, Rob Arnold, Max Engles and Bob Ziemski.
DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held
by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor.

CO’s MESSAGE

LTCOL Richard Barrett.

The first half of 2013 has
flown by and we have managed to achieve a good
baseline of training. We
have worked hard to maintain our capabilities as the
Ready Battalion Group, and
have also re-focussed on
some foundation warfighting
skills.

From a readiness perspective, D Coy was the first Ready
Combat Team in the order of march, followed by C Coy.
C Coy conducted an excellent airmobile training exercise
in Townsville in April, and they will hand over the RCT to
B Coy on 17 Jul 13. B Coy will see out our high readiness
duties until we hand over the RBG back to 1 RAR in November 2013.
The Battalion deployed to Mount Bundey to conduct Exercise Tigers Walk in May and it was a very worthwhile activity. Despite occurring at the start of the Dry Season,
daytime temperatures made the patrolling phase hard
work, and combined with heavy marching order, body
armour and helmets, it proved to be a tough hit out for
each of the rifle companies. The other key component of
Ex Tiger's Walk was an impressive firepower demonstration by Support Company - which was clearly a competition to see which Support Company Platoon was the coolest.

3
A WORTHY ENDEAVOUR
Allan English, 10 Platoon, D Company 1969-70 Tour, is
using donated art works from painters he knows to raise
funds for wounded Aussie diggers who have served in
Afghanistan. These diggers are based in Queensland
with units of the 7th Brigade.
So far over 50 paintings have been donated for fund raising purposes and passed on to units within the brigade
and also for use for wounded heroes and young diggers
groups. The art works are used for auctions, raffles etc.,
by the units, welfare officers, etc.
Many of the artworks have been donated by hobby artists, but also there are some from well know artists such
as Donald Waters from the Gold Coast, Christine Porter
from Lismore, and Kasey Sealy from Katoomba.
Allan states that he knows that there is an very urgent
need for more funds, for companion dogs, etc.
If any 5 RAR Association members are painters or know
any artists, sculptors, potters etc., who would like to donate to this worthy cause, they can contact Allan. If donations are available in other states where returned diggers
are located he should be able to provide addresses for art
works to be passed or forwarded to, through his contacts
at 7th Brigade.

In July the Battalion again deploys to Mt Bundey for Exercise Tiger's Run, and we will conduct a Battalion defensive activity. This will see each of the companies 'dig in',
and conduct defence routine including patrolling - with live
fire platoon attack and ambush serials. Near the end of
Exercise Tiger's Run, B Coy will detach to participate in a
large USMC exercise in the Bradshaw training area. This
will be an excellent opportunity for B Coy soldiers to participate in a Marine run exercise, complete with many of
the Marine aviation, artillery and other assets that the
USMC brings.
In August the Brigade Exercise 'Predators Strike' will focus on an RBG scenario, and as a result 5 RAR will be
the key player in the Brigade's major activity for the year.
Despite a reasonably busy schedule the Battalion has
also enjoyed many social get togethers. Anzac Day, regular boozer parades and many opportunities to mix with
our USMC brethren have been highlights for the year.
The visit by Mr Arthur Willemse (Secretary 6 RAR Association) reminded us that the bonds of the Regiment remain strong long after discharge, and his ride around
Australia to raise money for the RAR Memorial Walk impressed all ranks of the Battalion.
I hope this edition of Tiger Tales finds all Tigers in good
health and good spirits. The current Tigers are tracking
well and training hard,
Duty First
R.A. BARRETT
LTCOL
Commanding Officer

L-R: MAJ Graham Palmer, (Welfare), Allan English and MAJ Roger
Briggs, (Health and Wellbeing) admiring one of the donated paintings, both Officers hold their appointments with 7th Brigade.

If you contact Allan, he will be able to provide an address
at Brigade Headquarters, Enoggera, for delivery, or if in
the South East Queensland area, he may be able to collect any donated art work. Acknowledgement from the
military for any donated work will be provided.
Here are Allan’s contact details for any further information
that you may require. Phone - 07 4681 0504, Mobile 0434 673 663 or Email - hedienglish@yahoo.com.au
Quote: “A batch of some 50 or 60 Australian prisoners
were marched off close behind us—immensely big and
powerful men, who without question represented an elite
formation of the British Empire, a fact that was also evident in battle.”
Lieutenant General Erwin Rommel,
Commander, Afrika Korps, Battle of Tobruk.
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AROUND THE STATES

WA
VETERANS’ FORUM
This forum was held in Perth 9th April 2013. Led by the
Hon. Julie Bishop MP, Deputy Leader of the Opposition,
Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade and Federal Member for Curtin. She was accompanied by senator
the Hon. Michael Ronaldson, Liberal Senator for Victoria,
Shadow Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Shadow Minister assisting the Leader of the Opposition on the Centenary of ANZAC.
The community hall was filled to capacity with ex-service
organisations, welfare and pension officers’ with Peter
Tuck and myself representing 5 RAR. Before the forum
started Julie Bishop went around shaking people’s hand,
she is a very gracious lady. She then explained how the
forum would operate, and introduced Senator Michael
Ronaldson, who had already given 71 lectures across the
country before arriving in Perth. His presentation was excellent and he certainly knew the subject really well.
There were many questions from the floor and all were
answered with confidence. The fair indexation of DFRB
and pensions were also discussed, and he signed the fair
indexation pledge and the applause he received was
deafening. We were also asked to fill in a questionnaire
about policy ideas and forward it to him.

WA - Cont.
there were many comments made about how smart we all
looked and more importantly, in step.

Some of the newer Tigers that marched with 5 RAR Association in
Perth this year during the ANZAC Day Parade.

After the march we adjourned to 43 Below Restaurant
where we joined with other members who were not well
enough to march, the new members brought their wives/
partners so we had a full house. Next year with Charlie
Company first tour reunion joining us we have booked the
larger room. We older members enjoyed the company of
the new tigers and to hear about their service in Timor,
Iraq and Afghanistan..
The management of 43 below supplied us with snacks,
party pies and pizzas free of charge. Thanks again Sandra and Steve, much appreciated.
In early May Tim Donnelly, and his brother Bob, drove
across from Canberra to Perth for a quick visit to us.
Tim's brother Bob served on HMAS Sydney which transported us to and from Vietnam. Bob was going on up to
the north of WA after leaving our place.
We managed to get together with other members of A
Coy and C Coy for lunch at our favourite watering hole,
43 Below Bar/Restaurant. We had a great afternoon and
good stories were told. Tim stayed with us for 4 days before flying back to Canberra. Great to see you again Tim!

Michael Ronaldson, Alan McNulty DCM and Julie Bishop.

Once again the ANZAC Day weather in Perth was perfect
for the march, cool in the morning and sunny later on.
After the dawn service many people returned back to Stirling Gardens for a good breakfast which only cost a gold
coin donation. The crowd was a lot bigger than last year.
We formed up behind the 5 RAR banner between William
and King Streets. Whilst we were waiting for the march to
commence I noticed a couple of new faces and introduced myself. They were Benjamin Dawson and Bart
Zammitt who said they were 5 RAR soldiers who had just
got out of the army. I asked them if there were any more
of his mates who would like to march with us and he said
there was. So both of them rang around and we had 18
new tigers who led the contingent behind the banner.
Thanks again Benjamin and Bart for your help.
We were lucky to have the army band behind us and

L-R: Paddy Meckenstock, Max Stephenson, Bob Donnelly, Alan
McNulty DCM, Don Couston, Terry Bates, Tim Donnelly and Peter
Armstrong.

The dedication of the plaque in memory of PTE Anthony
Waring Killed in Action South Vietnam 16th June 1969 will
take place at the Anthony Waring Reserve, Victorsen
Road Clarkson Perth WA on the 18th August 2013
(Vietnam Veterans Day) commencing at 1:00pm. It will be
held in conjunction with the Quinns Rocks RSL sub
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QLD - Cont.

WA - Cont.
branch Vietnam Veterans Day Commemorative Service.
If you know of anyone that would like to attend can you
please advise me at the following; Ph: 08 9304 1333 or
Email: alanmarian1@bigpond.com
Alan McNulty

QLD
ANZAC Day in Brisbane was another glorious autumn
day with beaming sunshine and comfortable a temperature. This contributed to a good turnout for the ANZAC
Day march, where 5 RAR was 7th in order of march in the
RAR Assoc grouping. Co-incidentally our position number this year was 69, which is the 5 RAR vehicle TAC
plate number for 5 RAR.

ranks in a split second to join his waiting mates. Hope to
see all of the young bloods again next year.
It was good to see that Ron Shambrook was up to his
normal shenanigans during the march when he continually encouraged the crowd to cheer for 5 RAR. Of course
they complied and we had a rolling and rousing cheer for
the majority of the march.
The
post-march
gathering was at
the Pig 'n' Whistle,
and again the numbers were up on
last year. Quite a
few of the younger
generation
attended and were
At the Pig 'n' Whistle (from left) Barry
good company. Of Casey, Rod Hawkins and Kerry White
course 'the usual
suspects' were still there at well after evening ‘stand
down' was called, and all reported that they had an outstanding ANZAC Day.
It never ceases to amaze me that the crowds get bigger
every year, and so do the numbers marching. We look
forward to having a solid turnout again next year.
Bruce Schmidtchen

NT
The 5 RAR Association’s Brisbane contingent (including the
Mechanized Section) with three of the participating younger Tigers
acting as Flag and Banner Bearers.

Unfortunately the official Qld Rep, Paul Foley, had a B
Coy reunion in Mildura on ANZAC Day and asked me to
stand in for him. It was great to see that Paul's daughter,
Sarah, who usually marches with us, was not going to
miss out just because her dad was not there. She was
one of the first to arrive in the assembly area and proudly
marched in the front file with her grand-father's medals.
We had in excess of 80 marching this year, which is a
great figure for us, as we normally have trouble getting to
50. This figure included Ron Shambrook and Stan Maizey
in their wheel chairs and their respective family support
teams.
There were 18 of the current generation of veteran Tigers
with us this year, including the 'volunteers' carrying the
banner and the National flag. I noticed one be-medalled
young guy in the assembly area standing outside the 5
RAR group looking a bit lost and asked who he was with.
He said he was a medic with 5 RAR in Afghanistan, but
didn't know anyone marching in the Medical Corps group.
His face really lit up when I said that he served with us
and therefore really belonged with us and that he was
more than welcome to march with us. He darted into the

In the early hours of 25th April 2013, 5 RAR and members
of Lima Coy, 3rd Marine Bn, USMC arrived at the Gary
Holmes Club under the cover of darkness in suit and tie.
They were greeted with a Bundaberg Coffee and prepared for the coming day’s activities, as they reflected on
the Battalion’s past achievements and the year to date.
After moving to the 5 RAR Memorial Wall, the service
began in a sombre tone as the catafalque party was
brought to attention, followed by the sound of drums.
Members from 5 RAR including the CO, LTCOL Richard
Barrett, spoke in remembrance of the ANZAC’s and the
(Continued on page 6)

LTCOL Richard Barrett, Commanding Officer of 5 RAR, thoroughly
enjoyed his first ANZAC Day with the Battalion.
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sacrifices they made in a reflective and moving ceremony.

chael Matysiak, wearing medals on his right breast, he
asked if he could join the 5 RAR people for the march.
Michael was wearing the medals awarded to his late father, M.L. Matysiak (B Coy 1969-70), who passed away in
September 2012.
We were then joined by two other B Coy 1969-70 ‘Tiger’
Greg Jones and Bill Foote and proudly marched under
our banner.
Sam Wilson
Anti-Tank Pl and A Coy 1966-67

Members of Lima Coy, 3rd Marine Bn, 3rd Marine Regt, 3rd Marine
Div, USMC get acquainted with the 5 RAR Tiger, Australian beer
and two up.

The celebrations of the day kicked off shortly afterwards,
with members moving back to the Gary Holmes Club
where friends and family were invited to join past and present serving members for breakfast and beers. Breakfast
was optional. Traditional ANZAC Day games then commenced in good cheer as Marines were educated in twoup, introduced to the Tiger and Soldiers and Marines
shared warries, won money from each other and succeeded in relieving the RTF of as much stock as possible.
From there, Soldiers and Marines moved into town to
continue celebrating in suit and tie, in a much better show
than the Sailors in their baby whites.

This year’s ANZAC Day Sydney March photograph of the
2/5th Australian Infantry Battalion’s contingent brings
home the fact that time has moved on. It is now mainly
family members who march, to represent their loved ones
who proudly served in the battalion.
On a lighter note, it will be seen that President Fred
Hoare, chose an armoured vehicle driven by his grandson, Oliver.

PTE Cameron Spearen,
12 PL D Coy, 5 RAR

NSW
On ANZAC Day this year I was waiting for the Newcastle
March to commence and was holding my 5 RAR mini
banner. I was approached by a young man named Mi-

The 2/5th Inf Bn contingent led by Fred and his grandson Oliver.

For those participating, the march this year was enhanced by an excellent pipe band immediately in front of
the 2/5th which, for the marchers, meant that most kept in
step all the way.
Lunch afterwards at Moore Park Golf Club was up to the
usual high standard, with excellent service by the staff
and a good meal in a delightful setting.
Courtesy 2/5th Inf Bn Newsletter
Sydney ANZAC Day turned out to be one of the best attended ANZAC marches for some time. The march attracted over 130 and was led by our Patron, BRIG Colin
Khan and ex-CO of 5RAR COL Andrew Forbes.
The day and night for some of us, was made more
memorable because of the attendance of some of our
younger Tigers. The banner was carried by two of the
young Tigers. They along with some of their families also
attended our Post-March function at the Crown Hotel.

L-R: Sam Wilson, Michael Matysiak Jnr, Greg Jones and Bill Foote.

In memory of Joe Stawyskyj, Ziggy Jablonski OAM
(Continued on page 7)

AROUND THE STATES - Cont.

ACT - Cont.

NSW - Cont.
pushed his empty wheel
chair at the head of our
march. Joe’s smiling face
has been at the head of the
march for so many years,
the savvy crowd acknowledged his passing and the
significants of the empty
chair

the Australian War Memorial, gave an emotional commemorative address that kept the audience captivated.
The Requiem and the Ode were given by Rear Admiral
Ken Doolan AO RAN (Ret’d) Chairman of the Council of
the Australian War Memorial. The Royal Military College
Band and the Federation Guard kept us entertained
throughout the service. Then it was off to Olims for a few
ales.
We recently held our regular mid-year lunch on 6 June
2013 at the Ainslie Football Club. Since it was the 44th
anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba, our patron, Colin
Khan who was CO of the Battalion, was kind enough to
address the small gathering of sixteen reflecting on his
memories of the battle.

There was a large crowd at
the Crown and it was a
pleasure to have the upstairs function and dining
room to ourselves. This will
be ongoing
BRIG Khan presented our
newest Life Member Ted
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Siggy Jablonski pushing
Stawyskyj’s wheelchair.

Joe

Harrison with his Life
membership.

Ted Harrison receives his Life Membership from Colin Khan DSO AM.

The plan now is to use
the Crown as our
meeting place. Late
November early December we will be
having
Christmas
Drinks and in March
we will celebrate the
Battalion
Birthday.
Stay tuned!
Barry (Barney) Ruttle

ACT
This year’s ANZAC Day in Canberra started off with the
Dawn Service at the Australian War Memorial. For a
change the morning was quite mild as we didn’t have the
normal Siberian breeze to contend with. Even the Cockatoos were reasonably quite. The crowd, which has been
increasing each year, was estimated to have been around
35,000 which was up by 10,000 on last year. The highlight of the service was when VC recipient CPL Ben Roberts–Smith did readings for the children of those diggers
who were killed in Afghanistan. He was outstanding as he
read with passion and emotion and it was a very moving
service.
The weather was even better for the march which resulted in the numbers also being well up on last year. It
was estimated that combined numbers on the day for
both events were well over 50,000 people. We marched
with about fifty diggers behind the RAR Banner although
we didn’t have as many 5 RAR diggers this year. Once
again Norm Goldspink organised us into a unit and kept
us in step. Well done Norm.
Following the march the Hon. Brendon Nelson, Director of

L/R: WO2 Glen Snyders, Roger Wainwright and WO2 Barry Tully at
the ACT mid-year luncheon.

As usual we had a good time sharing stories with each
other. We were also pleased to have three new young
guys, WO2 Glen Snyders, CPL Matthew Bickerton and
WO2 Barry Tully, who are currently serving, come and
join us.
Bernie Pye

TAS
We welcomed a number of visitors to our Launceston
ANZAC Day march this year, Charlie Haywood, Neil Magrath, Brigadier (Ret'd) Andrew Nikolic AM CSC (Liberal
Candidate for the seat of Bass). Charlie and Neil brought
along a friend of theirs, Des Fullick, who served with the
Petroleum Platoon in 1968. To complete our list of visitors
was Mrs Deris Thow the mother of CAPT Mark Bingley
sadly killed in a Blackhawk training accident, Mrs Thow
has joined our ranks for a number of years now as a very
welcome visitor.
Once again Malcolm Youd’s grandsons, Travis and Michael, were present to carry our Battalion Banner a task
very well done, Malcolm please pass on our thanks to the
boys once again for their responsible and very well performed mission.
Our numbers were up this year those in attendance were
(Continued on page 8)
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Ric Rees, Peter McCarthy, Malcolm Youd, Rod Kenane,
Irvine Brooks, Bob Ferguson, Jim Fitzgerald, a fellow
member of 4 Pl who wished to remain anonymous, and I.
Following the Parade and Cenotaph Service we retired to
the TRC Bistro and Bar and were joined by the Ladies for
a very enjoyable lunch. Later in the afternoon Gerry Coret
and his partner Anne Youl dropped in and joined the company in a refreshing ale (or two).
Thank you to Neil, Charlie and Des for joining us on the
day, and a very special thanks to all the Ladies for joining
in with us. Any time you mainlanders come down to Tassie please do not hesitate to contact us.

The 5 RAR Assoc Melbourne contingent led by Dutchy Holland.

we all raised a few stubbies and finished an enjoyable
day.
Dave (Stretch) Bryan
On the 12 May this year I attended the opening of the
recently built Khan Centre at Puckapunyal. The Centre is
a training facility named after, and opened by former 5
RAR CO, legend and Patron of the 5RAR Association,
BRIG Colin ‘Genghis’ Khan DSO AM. In attendance also
was Chief of Army LTGEN David Morrison AO who also
spoke a few words, to an audience of about 40 Army
Captains undertaking their subjects for Major.
The Tasmanian 5 RAR Association contingent ‘forming up in a
column of blob’.

Our next gathering will be at the Devonport Long Tan/
Vietnam Veterans Day service as information regarding
the event comes to hand I’ll pass it on.
John Smee

Genghis told of how, as a young officer driving from
Pucka to Melbourne and back many times, he would repeatedly do an immediate appreciation on how to best
establish a defence/launch an attack on this feature, then
on the next, and the next and so on. A skill he honed that
served him well when he was the Commander of 5 RAR
in Vietnam, being choppered past features where he had
to devise a strategy that would work the first time, with
little time to revise and polish it.

VIC - Cont.
The following photograph was taken on this years ANZAC
Day in Melbourne. The Battalion banner being held by
John Bilston on the right and Robert Birtles on the left.
Under the banner, leading the battalion is Bruce (Dutchy)
Holland, I’m pushing Dutchy's wheelchair and Bob
Fletcher is behind Dutchy. All of those mentioned except
Dutchy were C Company 1966-67. Dutchy was B Coy 1st
Tour but he has always been an honorary C Coy member.
Sadly this was Dutchy's last ANZAC Day March as he
passed away on 7th May.
As you can see from the photograph, we were joined by
some of the younger Tigers who have been or are members of 5 RAR a bit more recently than we were.
After the march we all gathered at the Tramways Combined East Melbourne RSL in Gore Street, Fitzroy, where

Colin Khan and LTGEN Morrison bracket the dedication plaque at
the opening of the ‘Khan Centre’ at Puckapunyal.

After the opening we all adjourned for luncheon in the
Officer’s Mess. Before heading home, I went to pay my
respects to fallen comrades, at the Seymour Vietnam Vet-
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eran’s Commemorative Walk where I again caught up
with the aforesaid Genghis, and also Major Marek Janszewski, both of whom were paying their respects. The
Major had recently returned from Afghanistan as a 5 RAR
Company Commander.

2013 at the Vietnam Veteran’s Commemorative Walk in
Seymour at 6:00 pm (i.e. 1800 hrs). Visitors will have the
opportunity to view the wall at night. Dress warmly; refreshments will be available afterwards at The Seymour
Club.

On Sunday, 18 August there will be the Inaugural Evening Service to Commemorate Vietnam Veteran’s Day

Doug Bishop

5 RAR PERFORMS WELL AT DUKE OF GLOUCESTER CUP
The Duke of Gloucester (DoG) Cup is a rigorous competition between selected sections within the regiment, as a
result only the best represents the battalion. The competition was held on 30 May – 06 Jun 2013. As an Infantryman, it is a prestige moment to represent the battalion for
such a competition that is conducted every year at The
School of Infantry, Singleton NSW.
This year 5 RAR’s squad consisted of selected members
from both Recon Pl and Delta Coy. A squad consists of
12 members and this year they were hand picked by the
Section Commander himself, CPL J.R. Stone.

5 RAR members on the DoG Assault Course.

This year was a proud time for 5 RAR being so close to
winning a very tight call of 2nd place and very well deserved from the squad. This is the first time in quite a long
time that the battalion came this close to a win in the DoG
Cup. The future now appears to be on the horizon with
more soldiers able to volunteer and take part of this historical competition as a proud Infantryman.
The Kit Inspection pre-deployment .

The lead up preparation took its toll, the 2IC LCPL Butterworth was the first to take a hit during training with an
injured back, PTE Davidson with a leg injury and finally
PTE Hornhardt was released to support 7 RAR in Townsville. Fortunately LCPL Hua (Recon Pl) stepped up to the
2IC role, at this point the squad was left with only one
reserve. The lack of booking availabilities and limited
training resources did not hinder what we as a team
aimed to achieve, becoming a force to be reckoned with.
The days were hard hitting training with physical and
mental challenges along with already attained highly
skilled individual soldiering qualities. CPL Stone can take
the credit for the training as he was tasked with all programs for the squad.
During the conduct of the competition the squad utilised
all the skills that they trained for, although it was arduous
and again challenging the squad remained positive and
focussed, allowing the competition to see 5 RAR was
ready. The competition started off with a falling plate
shoot, tactical night navigation, defensive routine, ambushing, section attack, first aid, stretcher carry, obstacle
course and bayonet assault course, that’s just to name a
few tested skills. To that end the boys did an outstanding
job with a well deserved place of 2nd overall after 2 RAR.

There are few people I’d like to thank for their contribution
and support to have made this possible and easier for the
squad, from myself as the admin CPL (CPL Juzuf) and on
behalf of the squad and 5 RAR as a whole I’d like to
thank the RSM 5 RAR, WO1 De Kock, WO2 Mason, PTI
SGT Valucava, the Northern Territory Weapons Training
Test Simulator operator, the RTF boys for their constant
support and last but not least the guys from the Log Coy
with their support. Also, a big thanks to everyone else
who had supported the 5 RAR DoG Squad 2013.
CPL R.F. Juzuf and WO2 D.L. Anderson,
5 RAR Darwin

The 5 RAR DoG Cup Team arrive back in Darwin.
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THE METAL BEHIND THE MEDAL

IS THE VICTORIA
CROSS REALLY
MADE FROM
RUSSIAN
CANNONS?
By Emma Campbell
The men who receive the
Victoria Cross are an extraordinary group. They are
feted for their exceptional
acts of valour, and their inspirational deeds are told
and retold to generations.
Like this company of brave
men, the metal used to
make the medal has its own
mystique. Tradition has it
that the VC has been manufactured from cannon captured during the siege at
Sebastopol, the final big
battle of the Crimean War;
now historians and curators are more cautious about attesting to this.
The ordinary British soldier was not highly regarded before the Crimean War of 1854-56, and for servicemen
and junior officers there were no awards for valour. But
the Crimean War, in which the British joined France and
Austria to support Turkey against invasion from Russia,
was a public relations disaster. This was the first media
war, with despatches and photographs from correspondents at the front line appearing daily in British newspapers. Reporters focused on the conditions of the soldiers, many thousands of whom died of disease and
neglect rather than in action, and also highlighted some
exceptional acts of bravery. This fuelled a new respect
for the common soldier and public demand for an award
to recognise gallantry, irrespective of rank.
Queen Victoria became a champion for the honour, and
Above: The Victoria Cross awarded to Sergeant S.R. McDougall,
47th Battalion, AIF. AWM OL00009.001

the Royal Warrant instituting the Victoria Cross was
signed on 29 January 1856. On 2 March 1857, The Times
of London reported that the VC would be made "from the
cannon captured from the Russians". There was no
named source for the statement.
The Queen presented the first 62 awards to Crimean
War heroes on 26 June 1857. In its extensive report on
the ceremony, published the following day, The Times
included this description of the medal: "It is a very small
Maltese cross, formed from the gun metal of ordnance
captured at Sebastopol." Once again, no source was
given. (The reporter was scathing about the VC's design, stating it was "poor looking and mean in the extreme".)
This story has persisted and been told as fact, and it
fits well with the powerful symbolism of such a medal.
Queen Victoria is popularly thought to be the one who
proposed using the cannons, and historians say it is
entirely plausible. In his book Bravest of the brave,
which includes the most succinct summary of the way
the medal has been made, historian John Glanfield
cites a note from the Queen, dated 5 February 1856.
She says the metal used to make the first proof "is
ugly; it is copper and not bronze and will look very
heavy on a red coat with the Crimean ribbon. Bronze
is, properly speaking, gun-metal; this has a rich colour
and is very hard ... Lord Panmure should have one
prepared in real bronze."
It is possible that Lord Panmure (the Secretary of
State for War) sought bronze from cannon captured
during the Crimean War to make the second proof
and the resulting medals, but Glanfield points out that
in research to date, no evidence has been found to
irrefutably support this. British historians have established that the metal used to make the first 560 VCs
differs from the metal used to make the VCs of today. This has been corroborated through scientific
studies, including one carried out for the Australian
War Memorial. They revealed that medals made
since 1914 have a different metal composition from
those issued during the Crimean War, the Maori
Wars, the Indian Mutiny and the Boer War.
Below: The two Chinese muzzle-loading guns that provide the
metal for VCs now stand in the foyer of the Royal Artillery Museum
in Woolwich, London. Courtesy The Royal Artillery Museum.

THE METAL BEHIND THE MEDAL
- Cont.
Mark Smith, the curator of the Royal Artillery Museum
at Woolwich in London, is responsible for the two Chinese muzzle-loading guns that provide the metal for
VCs made since 1914. He does not know the source
of the metal used to make the earlier VCs.
The two Chinese guns
that now stand in the
foyer of the Royal Artillery Museum, Woolwich, have provided
the metal since 1914,
when the first source
was exhausted. Each
gun has had the button
[the counterweight at
the breech end] removed, supplying what
is estimated to be
somewhere in the region of 64 kilograms of
metal per button. Between them they have
produced over 800
crosses, but the production for the first 560
remains a mystery.
There is also mystery
surrounding
the
provenance of the
Chinese guns used to
provide the current
Captain Neville Howse was the first VC metal. "It is not
soldier in the Australian services to known
for certain
be awarded the Victoria Cross. On 24
where
the
guns came
july 1900, at the height of the fighting
from,
but
it's
probably
near Vredefort, South Africa, Howse
rescued a wounded man and carried either the first [1839him to safety under heavy fire. AWM 42] or second [1858A02711
60] Opium Wars,"
says Smith. "It is of
course a possibility that they were captured from Russian troops during the Crimean period, but there is no
evidence whatsoever to support that."
To date, more than 1,350 Victoria Crosses have been
awarded — 99 to Australians (including three Victoria
Crosses for Australia). Each VC is valued not for the
metal from which it is made, but for the honour and
valour that it represents. Nigel Steel, principal historian of the Lord Ashcroft Gallery at Imperial War Museums in London, says the true origin of the metal in
the medals may never be known — but rather than
detracting from the VC's lustre, the mystery enhances
it.
What is most significant about all of this is that it is one of
the factors that has invested the VC with a rich and entrancing mystique that has made it the world's most prestigious and famous medal, and that is what really matters
and what Queen Victoria wanted. •
Courtesy AWM ‘WARTIME’ Magazine
Autumn 2013
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FROM THE EDITOR
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all the Association and 5 RAR members who have sent me items
that have been published in this issue of Tiger Tales.
It is gratifying to see that contributions are increasing at a
good pace, Tiger Tales is a vehicle in which we can
document our history and also keep our members informed.
CAPT Roland Spackman, the 5 RAR Adjutant, deserves
a special thank you for his liaising with me to get the articles and photographs from 5 RAR Darwin, Officers and
Other Ranks, to me in time for their inclusion.

HANDOVER 1967

The above photo was taken at Nui Dat, South Vietnam, in
April 1967. The ‘Tiger Pig’, the purported mascot of
5RAR, being presented to the bewildered CO of the 7th
Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Eric Smith by the CO 5th
Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel John Warr during the handover ceremony prior to 5 RAR returning to Australia. The
emblem of the newly arrived 7th Battalion is a laughing
pig.
Mike Deak (von Berg) MC, OC
Recce Platoon 1966-67, has
related the story in a complete
and amusing way. 'A Porky
Story’ tells the full facts of how
the pig became to be in the Battalion Lines in the first place. It
also tells of the occurrences
that happened at the Officer’s
Mess, Dining In Night, that welcomed the relieving Battalion’s
Officers.

LT Mike Deak (von Berg)

Mike’s tale can be found on the 5 RAR Association website at www.5rar.asn.au/tales/porky-5rar.htm
Quote: "For peace, with justice and honour, is the fairest
and most profitable of possession, but with disgrace and
shameful cowardice it is the most infamous and harmful
of all.”
"Polybius, Histories, IV”
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IN MEMORIUM

44530 ALLEN GRAY
6 January 1942 - 2013
It has been published in
‘The Last Post’ section
of the RSL NSW magazine ‘Reveille’ that PTE
Allen Gray passed away
recently.
Allen served in South
Vietnam with Admin
Company, Transport
Section we believe, from
January 1969 until February 1970.
There are no additional details that we can supply at this
time.

54231 WILLIAM PATRICK MARSHALL
24 February 1933 - 31 March 2013
We have been informed that CPL
William ‘Bill’ Marshall, of Rothwell,
QLD, passed away on Sunday 31
March this year.
Bill suffered a stroke approximately
four years ago, and his health had
deteriorated over the last 6 months of
his life according to his son, Robert
Marshall.
He served as a clerk with Admin Company, from May
1966 until May 1967, during the Battalion’s first deployment to South Vietnam.
The Funeral Service for Bill was held at Traditional Funerals, Redcliffe, QLD on Friday 5 April.

Lest we Forget

3787128 NOEL BRUCE HEXTER
7 April 1945 - 12 April 2013

2790819 EDWARD JAMES MOON
25 March 1948 - 24 April 2013

We have been advised that PTE Noel Hexter
passed away, in Cardwell Queensland, on
Friday 12 April.

LCPL Ed ‘Sauve’ Moon passed away
on Wednesday 24 April 2013 after losing his fight with cancer.

He served with A Company, during the
Battalion’s 1966-67 Tour of Duty in Vietnam. Noel was in 1 Platoon and he was
Wounded-In-Action in January 1967.

Ed was posted from 1 ARU to 9 Pl, C
Coy 1969-70 as a PTE but he was soon
promoted to LCPL and Section 2IC.

Noel had not been travelling well for
some time and was being cared for in an aged care facility at Cardwell.
He was a past President of Cardwell RSL and also had
been involved with the Bush Tucker Man’s northern Vietnam Veterans’ retreat.
A Funeral Service was held in Cardwell for Noel on Tuesday 16 April, he is survived by his wife Letty.

3787131 BRUCE IAN HOLLAND
4 January 1945 - 7 May 2013
PTE Bruce ‘Dutchy’ Holland passed
away at on Tuesday 7 May.
‘Dutchy’ was a very colourful character (he refused to answer to any
name other than ‘Dutchy’) who served
with 6 Platoon, B Company during the
Battalion’s 1966-67 Tour of SVN. In
the weeks leading up to this year’s
Anzac Day March we learned that he had been diagnosed with stage 4 cancer. He participated in the Melbourne Anzac Day March in a wheel chair, wearing his
black beret as usual, and leading the Tiger contingent
immediately in front of the 5 RAR banner.
A Memorial Service and Honour Guard for ’Dutchy’ was
held at the Williamstown Sailing Club, Williamstown on
Friday 17 May, after a private cremation.

Ed was an excellent soldier – hard
working, alert, a good thinker, close to
and protective of his mates, and an all-round good bloke.
His nickname was “Suave” or Suavey”, something he was
definitely not. He was more at home shoeing horses than
he was on a parade ground.
A Funeral Service was held for Ed on Tuesday 2 May at
the Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens, Leppington NSW. It
was attended by over 200, including Ed’s Company and
Platoon OC’s, and nineteen of his platoon mates.

3792186 BARRY RONALD BOND
29 July 1947 - 27 May 2013
PTE Barry ’Lofty’ Bond passed away
peacefully on Monday 27 May, he
had been fighting cancer for quite
some time. Lofty was surrounded by
his family and friends at the John
Flynn private hospital on the Gold
Coast.
Barry served the Battalion with B
Company, as the CHQ Signaller, in Vietnam from Feb to
May 1969 when he was medically repatriated to Australia.
His Funeral Service was held at St Monica's Catholic
Church, Tugun, Gold Coast, on Monday 3rd June. Lofty
was piped in to his last parade and was then farewelled
with the haunting strains of ‘Amazing Grace’ played on
the bagpipes. The 5 RAR Association was well represented with 10 members attending Lofty’s service.

IN MEMORIUM
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3787155 KEVIN JAMES MASTERSON
6 January 1945 - 29 June 2013

NEW MEMBERS TO THE ASSOCIATION
16 APRIL TO 14 JULY 2013

PTE Kevin ‘Bat’ Masterson passed
away on Saturday 29 June in the
Northern Territory. He had be battling
serious and ongoing health issues for
some time.
During the Battalion’s 1966-67 Tour
of South Vietnam, Bat served with D
Company in CHQ and then with 10
Platoon manning the machine gun.
Bat spent 20 years serving in the Northern Territory Police Force after returning from Vietnam.
Bat’s funeral service was held on Saturday 6 July 2013,
at Darwin Funeral Services, Amy Johnston Drive, Darwin.
The 5 RAR Association was represented by Tom Davern
who read the eulogy in memory of Bat.

Regt No

C/ Names

Surname

Tour

Suburb/Town

State

8443209 Aidan

Archer-O’Leary 5/7 RAR LONG BEACH

NSW

3793474 Garry
Thomas

Forster

V2 Arty MOUNT
GAMBIER

615654 Ian
Donald
2789537 Brian

Haywood

V2 Arty TUGUN
V2

DECEPTION
BAY

QLD

2787632 Quentin
Noel

Humphries

V2

PICTON

NSW

218347 Michael

Kostiuik

V2

GREENWELL
POINT

NSW

2784965 Alan
Graham
3786804 Urie

Sheather

Aust

Wolk

V1

Opening Balance as at 1 July 2012

KOONAWARRA NSW
WANTIRNA
SOUTH

$

13,561.21

INCOME
Dues
Memorabilia Sales
Donations
Cash Invest Acc Trans In
Royalties TYOTTS
Bank Refund

$
$
$
$
$
$

2,180.00
4,461.00
425.00
8,375.93
344.00
4.75

$

15,790.68

$

29,351.89

EXPENDITURE
Postage & Handling
Printing and Stationery
Floral Tributes
Memorabilia Purchases
PC Data Transfer
Presentations and Donations
Travel and Accommodation
Bank Fees
GST
Refunds
RAR Association/RAR Corporation
Web Site

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

3,987.57
9,302.27
215.00
2,608.72
447.21
1,258.80
2,746.39
23.45
1,556.98
50.00
100.00
208.39

$

22,504.78

$

6,847.11

$
$

11,318.14
4,471.03
$

6,847.11

$

88,682.36

MEMBERS’ EQUITY
Cash Book and Cash on Hand
Term Deposit - Matures 04 September 2013
Term Deposit - Matures 04 August 2013
Term Deposit - Matures 02 August 2013
Stock On Hand At Cost

$
$
$
$
$

6,847.11
22,203.18
21,093.05
30,000.00
8,539.02

TOTAL as at 30 June 2012
TOTAL as at 30 June 2013
Loss for Year 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013
ACCOUNTS OWING AND CONTINGENCIES
Memorabilia Postage
Membership Postage
Replacement Warr/Khan Trophies
Tiger Tales August and December 2013

$ 101,238.32
$ 88,682.36
$ 12,555.96

$
$
$

QLD

Hermann

5 RAR ASSOCIATION FINANCIAL STATEMENT 2012-2013

RECONCILIATION
Statement Balance as at 30 June 2013
Less Unpresented Cheque (The Pack Factory, April)
Cash Book Statement as at 30 June 2013

SA

220.40
74.90
TBA
8,600.00

VIC
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5 RAR ADVANCE PARTY – 2ND TOUR 1969/70

January 1969 and friends and family are at Mascot
(Kingsford Smith Airport), to see off the
Advance Party of 5
RAR. The overseas
departure area was a
far cry from that which
one sees today at
Kingsford Smith (the
new international terminal was not opened
until mid 1970). At
the allotted time, final
Overseas Terminal, Mascot.
farewells are made
and we board the Qantas Boeing 707 V-Jet, on our way
to our first destination – Darwin.
We arrived in Darwin with just enough time for a couple of
Crown Lagers in the old terminal building, before reboarding the B707 for the next leg of the journey. Its
evening but it’s hot and we are off to Singapore.
The Qantas 707 touched down at Singapore’s Changi
Airport for breakfast en route to the then Saigon Tan Son
Nhut airport. It’s hotter than Darwin.

Civilians at Changi Airport.

Photo Courtesy AWM.

We all change into a civilian shirt before traipsing across
the tarmac to the terminal for brekkie. All these young
blokes and some not so young blokes, all wearing the
same khaki polyester trousers and black shoes but importantly, all wearing different civilian shirts. That’ll fool the
casual observer into believing that a bunch of Aussie
tourists had just landed rather than a bunch of highly
trained, chomping at the bit, diggers. Why the civilian
shirts? Singapore was an essential refuelling stop but the
Republic of Singapore, officially, withheld permission for
troops in transit to land.
Here the memory is a bit dim as while I’m confident that
Qantas flew the Sydney-Darwin-Singapore leg of the journey, I’m reasonably sure that we then flew with Qantas
into Tan Son Nhut. There was a time where Qantas only
flew the Sydney-Darwin-Singapore leg and Pan Am flew
the Singapore-Tan Son Nhut leg of the journey.
Touchdown Tan Son Nhut and this time we all keep our
khaki shirts on and look like soldiers. Oh that’s right, we
are in Vietnam at long last. It’s very hot - and smelly.
What sort of place is this? There’s civil and military aircraft coming and going, GIs all over the place and Vietnamese all over the place as well. Hang on, isn’t this

supposed to be a war zone? And I don’t even have a
weapon …
With the usual administration tasks out of the way with Air
Movements, we’re marshalled towards a weird looking
aircraft in camouflage two greens and brown and US
markings. It’s not a Hercules as it’s only got two of what
appear to be radial engines and a jet pod under each
wing. This ‘baby Hercules’ is actually a Fairchild C123
Provider.
Tramp up the ramp and - wait a minute – where’s the
seats? There aren’t any! Our trusty green carryall bags
were placed in rows across the floor, we were told to sit
down on them facing aft and tie-down straps placed over
the thighs from one side of the row to the other. Welcome to Vietnam! And people complain about cattleclass these days.
It’s funny how some things remain vividly etched in the
memory after so many years. The prop on one engine
began to turn slowly before the engine fired up and then
the second engine. Noisy beast. Taxiing out, the thing
rattled and shook, and the brakes squealed alarmingly (at
least I assumed it was the brakes) as we trundled out to
the active runway. The whine of the under-wing jet engines turned into a deafening roar, and though this didn't
actually seem to give us enough forward momentum, the
‘baby Hercules’ was airborne in what seemed to be a
relatively short take-off.
A few minutes later, the high-pitched whine of the jets
ceased and the aircraft settled into what’s best described
as a wallowing cruise under the power of the two piston
engines. The thing rattled, shook and creaked to the extent that I thought it would start popping rivets! The noise
in that stripped out cargo hold bore no resemblance to
anything I’d experienced before. This thing flew far worse
than a Caribou and that was bad enough travelling sideways up to Gospers from Bankstown on exercise with
birds (feathered variety) overtaking us in the air (well, not
quite).

Fairchild C123 Provider

Approaching our destination of Luscombe Field, the pilot
pulled back the throttles and the aircraft adopted a nose
down attitude. This guy was doing a combat approach to
the runway as the angle of descent rapidly increased.
The thing began to rattle and shake more so than ever,
dust and dirt began to fly up off the cargo bay floor as the
entire airframe seemed to resonate in synchronisation
with the revolutions of the engines. You could hear the
rush of the slipstream above the noise of the engines as
the flaps and undercarriage were lowered (at least I
hoped that’s what it was).

5 RAR ADVANCE PARTY – 2ND TOUR 1969/70 - Cont.
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parts before the main body of 5 RAR arrived in Vung Tau
and then Nui Dat.
As part of the learning curve, I accompanied my 1 RAR
counterparts on a night ambush. We trudged down to the
Pearly Gates and out along the road towards Hoa Long.
At one stop before the ambush position, I was roused
from a nap with a gentle nudge. “How laid back is this
dude?” I hoped they thought. “Heading out on a night
ambush and he can catch a spot of shut-eye”. The truth
of the matter was I was knackered; the enervating climate
had already got to me.

Arriving at Luscombe Field.

Our makeshift seating made it difficult to stop sliding towards the nose of the aircraft as we began our descent
into Luscombe Field. As the descent became steeper,
the tie-down strap was the only thing preventing all of the
human cargo from joining the aircrew in the cockpit!
The arrival at Luscombe Field was just that – an arrival.
This ‘baby Hercules’ slammed onto the deck. I can only
assume that the pilot had done this many times before
but to my mind, he had just managed to flare the aircraft
before we met terra firma. Moments before I was thinking
that we’re all going to become casualties before we’ve
even seen combat!

The night ambush passed without incident although I was
introduced to the cumbersome Starlight Scope. I wasn’t
impressed but that’s another story.
Roger Lambert
OC 9 Pl, C Coy,1969/70

DUE RECOGNITION FOR WAR
VETERANS
Eight war veterans buried in the Balranald cemetery are
set to receive the recognition they deserve, thanks to the
tireless efforts of one determined man.

We disembark at the end of the runway and are greeted
by members of 1 RAR whom we were taking over from in
country. It’s very hot, dirty, dusty and smelly. Welcome
to Nui Dat, Phouc Tuy Provence.
Welcome to your new home for the next 12-13 months,
it’s stifling hot, dusty and smells like rotting vegetation.
Tents, canvas, troops for the use of with sandbag walls –
home sweet home.
Noel Camin at the grave of 'Talker' Gorringe.

Now nearing the end of the project, Balranald RSL secretary treasurer Noel Camin (5 RAR Mortar Platoon 196970) has spent the last year searching through records for
information on the veterans and determining the location
of their bodies.
Three of the eight graves now have war grave plaques
affixed, with a fourth to be placed at the end of August
with the family in attendance.
Mr Camin said it was important to find these graves and
provide them the "dignity they deserve for what they have
done".
9 Platoon Lines

I’m fortunate enough to be hutchied up with one LT J.J.
Smith, MC (later CAPT J.J. Smith, MC and Bar). I was
able to annoy the crap out of him by asking as many
questions as I possibly could to draw on his experience
and insights into operating in country. In fact, that was
the pattern over the next couple of weeks – glean as
much information as possible from our 1 RAR counter-

"It's a thing that needed doing, all these characters, they
needed recognition," he said.
"The reason these people don't have anything is that they
don't have any relatives any more.
"Now we've gotten to this stage, I'm pleased we can do
something for these people."
Courtesy The Guardian
Swan Hill, Wednesday 26 June.
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QUINTUS III ON PARADE

I have just read the latest issue of Tiger Tales and as
usual, took in the stories of individuals, especially Dave
Wilkins, 'Enemy Bunker Systems' (April Issue 33, page
15). As a member of the association, I would like to contribute a story about Dave and me.
I played a lot of Rugby with Dave and others, from
the Battalion. I joined the Battalion from 1RTB Kapooka in 1969 and was posted to 11 Pl D Coy with
Harry Moyle Pl Comd, CSM George Smith MM
(deceased), Kevin Mooney, 'Blue’ Burridge MG, Jim
Ward (deceased) and many others. Some of these
may remember our trips to Panania Bowling Club,
each pay Thursday, we were always back on time
for the parade after lunch.
I was asked by Dave if I was ‘interested’ in looking after
the Battalions mascot i.e., be its handler. I agreed and
was on another exercise!
I was attached for two weeks to an engineer unit at
Chowder Bay, located in Sydney harbour, just below
Taronga Park Zoo. From there it was an easy walk
up to the zoo and I could familiarise myself with
Quintus III. I asked the keeper about precautions
regarding her. He said that she was three months
old and it would have been better, had she been a
month younger. (I will explain as the story progresses).
I used to feed her raw meat and, each time I was cutting
her meat up, I could hear her growling in the background,
clearly she could smell the meat.
I was given a long pair of garden gloves to feed her.
I was obviously curious as to my 'protection' and
later found out why. At first I would pass the meat to
her and out came the swiping paws, with the slashing claws. As she ate she growled and made all
kinds of sounds, like a 'kill' feed. I soon learnt to
throw the meat to her.
One time as I was going to lunch, I gave her my
glove to play with. On my return I had to put in an
L&D report, for the glove. She had eaten all the fingers, off the hand!!! As the keeper said, she was a
bit old, so I was not able to romp with her. She
would get excited and out came the claws.
To handle Quintus, I was given a long big link 'dog
chain' and a steel rod approx. 1 metre long. It had a
circle loop at each end through which I fed the chain
and had good control of Quintus.
On one of the rehearsal parades Dave Wilkins rugby
days, were nearly terminated. Dave, with sword in
hand was walking past Quintus and me and she
lashed out! In my mind I thought that this will be the
first execution, by sword, of a tiger in Australia. But
no, like any good 'rugby five eight' Dave executed a
'Grahame Langland' side step, straightened up and
was through the gap, with ball, sorry, sword still in
hand. No damage at all, well done Dave!
On the actual 'march out' parade, the keeper suggested a mild sedation for Quintus. It worked well.

Quintus III, 3½-month-old tiger cub mascot of the 5th Battalion R.A.R, is what is
known in the Army as a "spine-basher."
When the "Herald" published her picture
(at left) on January 11 during her basic
training, it was recorded that she would
rather lie down than march. Yesterday,
when the Acting Prime Minister, Mr McEwen, farewelled the battalion at a ceremonial parade at Holsworthy before it
sails for Vietnam, Quintus III showed
that two more weeks of training had
done nothing for her —she lay down in
front of the whole battalion. In fact, during the march past, she rolled over, and
was still lying down when Mr McEwen
inspected her.
The above article, under the headline of ’QUINTUS III - A CHAMPION SPINE-BASHER’, was published in ‘The Herald’ newspaper in
late January 1969, prior to 5 RAR’s sailing for South Vietnam.

For those of you who may remember, she just rolled
around on her back through the whole parade.
Quintus was returned to the zoo, after the parade.
Many years later I visited the zoo with my family
and we approached the tigers, I could hear them
roaring. It may not have been Quintus but one of
her relatives with her genes, and they could smell
me I did not get too close to them.
As for myself for people who wondered what became of me, when we arrived in country, I was
transferred to BHQ/RP Sect with RSM Vagg
(deceased), Paul Byons, Tony Floor, 'Baron'
Baronoski and not forgetting the 'Sheriff' Sid Davis
(deceased). I was the Battalion ammunition NCO.
I took sick after a few months and was transferred to 1
ARU across the wire. I was then sent to the hospital in
Vung Tau. After the hospital I ended my tour in country
with D&E Pl In Vung Tau.
I finished my last two service years in 'Reinforcement
Wing', at the old Infantry Centre at Ingleburn. I was
discharged from the regular army in February 1973
and completed four years in Army Reserve at Ingleburn. In April 1973 I was married and my wife Valmai
and I, celebrated our 40 th Wedding Anniversary
(Ruby) this year.
Bob Raper

NOTICES
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES

TIGER TALES ARCHIVES

All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and
amendments to your contact details should be forwarded to:

The Back Issues of Tiger Tales, from August 1987 to December 2012, are on the 5 RAR Association Website.

The Secretary, 5 RAR Association,
31 Kenilworth St, Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022.
02 9387-1409 or hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au
C COY 1966-67 REUNION
C Coy is holding a reunion, to be held in Perth, WA, to be
held over the ANZAC period in 2014.
There are already over 80 members and partners who
have indicated their attendance. For more details contact
Alan McNulty - alanmarian1@bigpond.com 08 93041333
or 0417 914309.
B COY 1969-70 REUNION
B Coy, second tour, is starting organize their next Reunion, which will take place in Hobart, Tasmania. The Reunion is timed to coincide with ANZAC Day and will take
place over a five day period from 23rd-27th April 2014.
Accommodation venues are being concentrated around
Hobart's wharf area where everything is in walking distance, including the Cenotaph, Salamanca Market and
access to cruise boats and ferries.

These are stored in the PDF file format for ease of viewing or downloading to your computer. You will find them
under the 5 RAR Association Newsletter, TIGER TALES
banner on the Contents Page of - www.5rar.asn.au

5 RAR CAR STICKERS –
A REASON TO DISPLAY ONE
Our Association has always advocated the display of car
stickers on veterans’ vehicles, and here is a reason to do
so. Following the devastating bushfires in the Coonabarabran (NSW) district in early 2013, a voluntary group
known as ‘Blaze Aid’ moved into town to assist in the
clearing of destroyed home sites, and to re-build perimeter fencing of rural properties.
On Saturday 6th April 2013, Roslyn Harrod (wife of Don, C
Coy 2nd tour) was in town, and somebody noticed the
5RAR car sticker on her vehicle. Enquires were made,
with no result, so a note was left on her car. When she
arrived home, Don saw the note, which had been written
by a Blaze Aid volunteer. Some simple detective work
found the author to be Don Oakley, who had served with
Tracker PL on the second tour.

If you are considering joining us here in Tassie for the
Reunion between April 23-27, Please forward your interest via the RSVP that is available on the 5 RARA website. Once our numbers have been established, accommodation details, venues and costs will follow.
Anyone intending to bring a caravan or camper is advised
to book early.
For any further details please contact Peter or Christine
Burke, Phone: (03) 62495292 Mobile: 0427947568 or
Email: christineburke123@yahoo.com.au
D COY 1966-67 REUNION
D Company 5 RAR 1966-1967 will meet at Merimbula,
NSW, 2548 on Vietnam Veterans' Day, Sunday 18th August, 2013 for a Commemorative Service and Dinner to
remember the Battle Of Long Tan and enjoy the beautiful
Sapphire Coast of NSW.
Meet and Greet Thursday 15th August, 2013.
For further details contact Jim and Fay Chester on either
Mob: 0488 501 879 or email: jimfay25@bigpond.com
GOLD COAST CHRISTMAS FUNCTION
A get together is being planned for any Ex-Tigers living in
the Gold Coast, Brisbane and Northern NSW areas. Currently there are 60 members and partners who
have indicated that they will be attending the function.
A tentative venue is the Currumbin RSL on Tuesday 3
December, to coincide with the reforming of 5 RAR.
For further details contact Gary Townsend on either Tel:
07 5594 4780 or email: garyt.5rar@gmail.com

The two Dons - Harrod on the left and Oakley on the right.

The two Dons got together with light refreshments, and
memories from 44 years ago were re-visited. Many
names were mentioned, many old incidents were discussed, and the friendship consolidated. Then came one
of life’s great coincidences – they discovered that when
Don Harrod’s brother Ian was the harbour master of the
Esperance Port (WA) in recent years, Don Oakley’s son
Geordie was his assistant! This was another reason to
have more light refreshments.
As a result of their newly forged friendship and reacquaintance, more ‘meetings’ will be held while Don
Oakley is in Coonabarabran – one of these of course will
be the ANZAC Day commemoration on April 25th.
This really highlights that we should all wear 5 RAR
stickers on our vehicles. In recent years, I have located or have been found by old Tigers at Port Macquarie, Narrabri, Padstow, and now Coonabarabran.
Don Harrod
C Coy, 1969-70
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FRAGILE DEFENCES AUGUST 1966
D Coy: on standby as
reaction force to support 6 RAR at Long
Tan

In June, Paul Greenhalgh AM and I were invited to farewell the original Long Tan Cross after it had completed its
tour of duty at the Australian War Memorial. The Cross
had been loaned on display from the Dong Ngai Museum
with the approval of the Vietnamese Government. Also
present at this function was the OC of D Company 6 RAR
1966 Harry Smith SG, MC.
The history of the Battle of Long Tan fought primarily by D
Coy 6 RAR on 18 Aug 1966 is well known, but an understated part of the aftermath is the role played by D Coy 5
RAR on the morning of 19 August.
I was duty officer in the 5 RAR command post during the
battle and to confirm my recollections, I consulted the
Commanders Diary. On 17 and 18 Aug all 5 RAR rifle
companies were deployed to the north and NE of Nui Dat.
D Coy returned to Nui Dat late PM on 18 Aug and was
placed on 1 hour notice to move to support 6 RAR. This
was reduced to 30 mins notice at about midnight. At
0315h, D Coy was ordered to be airlifted at first light to an
LZ in close proximity to Long Tan (YS 472674 for those
with a map). D Coy was tasked with being the left assault
company in APC's alongside D Coy 6RAR to move
through and clear the battlefield. Details of the battlefield
clearance are not included here but may be the subject of
a future article.

Anti Tank Pl: defending D Coy 6 RAR
area
Aslt Pnr Pl: on 1 hour
notice for night secuThe Dedication Service of the original
rity
patrol. The pioLong Tan Cross in South Vietnam,
neers
subsequently
August 1969.
moved
at
about
2130h to protect the western approaches to Nui Dat airfield (not yet known as Luscombe Field) for the night approach of ammo resupply aircraft.
In essence, platoons were defending unfamiliar coy positions. It was a thin red line with virtually nothing in reserve. This was a key contributor to 1 ATF being subsequently bolstered with an additional battalion and a
squadron of tanks. It was needed. The question remains
in many minds as to the real threat to 1 ATF if D Coy 6
RAR had not encountered that large enemy force!
Roger Wainwright
Don’t let aging get you down . . ..
It’s too hard to get back up!

B COMPANY REUNION
On 13 March a B Company reunion (both Tours) was
held at Breakfast Creek Hotel, Brisbane. There were 15
members who attended, and with the exception of Ted
Pott who had his finger on the shutter button, they are all
shown in the photograph below;
(L-R, back row) Larry O'Connor, Bill Jarrett, Lou O'Dea,
John O'Callaghan, Terry O'Hanlon, Tom Griffiths, Peter
Pezet.
(front row) John Reister, Brian Bamblett, Sam Hassall,
Kevin Borger OAM, Maureen Hassall, Kevin Butcher, Max
Morrow, Kerry White.

1966 D Coy OCs Harry Smith 6 RAR and Paul Greenhalgh 5 RAR
standing together in front of the Long Tan Cross before it left the
Australian War Memorial for it’s return to Vietnam.

An interesting aspect of this is the dearth of defensive
protection at Nui Dat during the battle. The SITREP for
the period 1600-2000 on 18 Aug shows 5 RAR sub-unit
locations after most returned to Nui Dat as:
A Coy: a Pl defending 1 APC Sqn area, a Pl in A Coy 6
RAR area, a Pl defending own area
B Coy: a Pl defending C Coy 5 RAR area, a Pl in C Coy 6
RAR area, a Pl defending own area
C Coy: fully deployed at Binh Ba following Op Holsworthy
to maintain security and establish a new RF position

Tiger Tales is printed and distributed,
for 5 RAR Association, by The Pack
Factory, 169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. Graeme
Tooth, the principal of The Pack Factory, is a veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70
tour of South Vietnam.

TIGERS ON THE PROWL
Nineteen former members of 5 Platoon B Company (2nd
tour) together with wives and partners, gathered in
Mildura for four days towards the end of April to commemorate Anzac Day and to renew acquaintances, in a
tranquil environment on the banks of the mighty Murray
River.
It was the first ‘stand alone’ re-union of the Platoon since
returning from Vietnam back in 1970.
Organised by local resident and 5 Platoon
member, Laurie (Barny)
Barnfield and his wife Di
(photo left), the itinerary
was packed full of
memorable
activities,
highlighted by the Anzac
Day march.
5 Platoon was given the honour of heading the march
under the leadership of Platoon Commander Barry (BJ)
Ryan.
Like days of old, 5 Platoon displayed their usual exemplary discipline and pride by ‘keeping in step’ for the entire duration of the march! Photos don’t lie!!
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5 RAR 50th ANNIVERSARY
REUNION
The 5 RAR 50th Anniversary
Reunion will be held on the
Gold Coast from Thursday 26th
February to Sunday 1st March
2015. As with the 2010 Reunion the majority of the Reunion
activities will be held at the
Twin Towns Services Club in
Tweed Heads, NSW, right on
the border with Queensland.
The Battalion Birthday Dinner
will be held at the Gold Coast Entertainment and Convention Centre as we do not believe that we could improve
on the quality of the meal, drinks and service that they
provided in 2010.
Preliminary discussions have been held with these venues and also with the Outrigger Resort (attached to Twin
Towns) for accommodation. There will be more information announced in the December Tiger Tales about when
the bookings for the Outrigger Resort will open and what
the rates for the various type of rooms will be.
It is too early to provide an estimate of what the Reunion
costs will be at this stage, but in the case of Outrigger
Resort we have been offered a package that is very advantageous to our members.
Mark your calendar, start putting some pennies away and
talk to your mates, so that you do not miss out on what
will be another great gathering of the Tiger Family.

ANZAC DAY - VANUATU
Wayne Arnold (photo below), Quartermaster Platoon
1966-67, spent ANZAC Day in Vanuatu this year.
He and his wife, Jenny, attended the Dawn Service
which, he said, was very hot and wet. Wayne thought that
the Honour Guard was not up to standard of 5 RAR in
their drill. After the laying of the wreaths they were invited
to breakfast, quite a nice affair.

The ‘Short, Sharp and S***-hot’ 5 Platoon members step off in perfect step in the Mildura ANZAC Day Parade.

Already plans are underway to have another 5 Platoon reunion within the next few years and all agreed that they
wouldn’t miss it for quids!!
Ken Davis
Quote: ""It is one thing to shout for peace, but quite another to encourage the obvious enemy by saying in advance that you won’t fight in any circumstance.”
Maurice Oldfield
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EXERCISE ‘TIGERS WALK’

During the period 03 – 14 Jun 13, the 5th Battalion deployed to Mount Bundy Training Area in order to conduct
Exercise Tigers Walk. The exercise was conducted as a
bullring-type activity involving every Company of the 5th
Battalion. The stands included a clearance task, an All
Arms Call For Fire (AACFF), a danger close serial with
Company attack and a firepower demonstration.

DANGER CLOSE SERIAL AND COMPANY ATTACK
The Danger Close Serial and Company attack involved
8/12 Regt and consisted of a marry-up with Battalion reconnaissance elements who guided the Company into the
Form Up Place (FUP) for the danger close serial and the
Company attack onto the objective.

CLEARANCE TASK
The clearance task was conducted over a four day period
covering approximately 55km. This task was the most
challenging activity of the exercise as it required each
Company to carry (in addition to marching order) body
armour and helmets. The additional weight increased the
total weight carried to between approximately 45 - 55kg,
which was challenging for even the most determined former Mechanised warrior.
The clearance task consisted of several Platoon and
Company quick attacks and a Company deliberate attack
conducted by night. The task culminated in a Population
Protection and Control (PPC) serial in the Urban Operations Training Facility (UOTF), where the conclusion saw
a number of sore and ‘broken’ Signals Corps role players.
Along the route numerous CASEVAC’s were reported
due to the combined effect of heat and pack weight. Each
Rifle Company sustained approximately 20 - 25% nonbattle casualties. Due to decreased numbers per Company, the men who completed the activity without being
removed from field discovered new found confidence in
their ability to conduct dismounted infantry manoeuvres.
ALL ARMS CALL FOR FIRE
The AACFF component consisted of one day where
LCPLs and below went to the Mortar Line in order to lay
and fire live rounds, whilst CPLs and above moved up to
the hill to conduct AACFF practice. CPLs and above were
broken up into pairs and conducted Live Fire engagements using the AACFF process whilst simultaneously
the LCPLs and below fired missions on the line.
The C Company members were in the right place at the
right time and were able to observe the Army's new
Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) conduct Live
Fire gun and missile runs onto the impact area.

Bravo and Lima Coy personnel preparing for danger close fire
mission from 8/12 Regt RAA.

There were some minor delays due to ongoing teething
problems with the new Artillery fire control system. However, once the practice got underway the men experienced the battle inoculation effects hearing the rounds
overhead prior to the impact of the rounds on the objective. Once the rounds had impacted and the shrapnel
started to rain down with its distinctive "zing" sound, more
than a couple of expletives could be heard up and down
the LD. This saw many members of the Battalion trying to
get as low as possible in the slit trenches that the Engineers had dug.
Once the artillery lifted, the Company conducted a successful quick attack onto the objective. Overall this was a
great experience for the members of the Battalion to feel,
hear and see the destructive effects of artillery in a danger close environment.
FIRE POWER DEMONSTRATION
The fire power demonstration consisted of all elements
contained with Support Company. The entire Battalion
moved up to observe what Support Company could provide in support of the Battalion. This consisted of a simulated Company day attack on two subsequent objectives
where each of the Support Company Platoons conducted
crash actions and engaged targets on both objectives
consisting of Sustained Fire Machine Gun (SFMG), Mortars, Snipers and Anti-Armour. Engineers provided two
APCs in fire support for the demonstration. The high point
was the Javelin anti-armoured system conducting a Live
Fire engagement.
The demonstration was aimed at recruiting the younger
members of the Battalion into Support Company specialist Platoons and was enjoyed by all.

5 Platoon Bravo Company.

The AACFF activity confirmed each Company's confidence in the chain of commands ability to timely and accurately engage targets using the AACFF process.

Overall, the Exercise was a great first shake-out in our
new light infantry role and members of the Battalion are
looking forward to further developing their light infantry
skill sets on upcoming exercises.
CAPT P.A.Craig,
2IC C Coy 5 RAR

