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INDIGENOUS BROTHERS IN ARMS
I was recently driving from Melbourne on Remembrance
Day where as a part of that commemoration the ABC
aired a program on the contribution of indigenous Australians and their contributions over many wars. I was aware
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island soldiers had
fought in every war but had no idea that they also fought
in the Boer War. Considering that Aboriginals could not
vote and were not permitted on licensed premises you
need to consider what was driving these proud individuals
to fight for a country that didn’t properly recognise them
and the many who didn’t return.
When you’re driving for
some 8 hours there is
plenty of time for reflection
and the program led me to
think of all of the Indigenous soldiers that I had the
pleasure of serving with.
The more I thought about
the various individuals and
their characteristics and
foibles, I realised that I
have always
looked at
these blokes as soldiers
first and their Indigenous
CPL Roy ‘Zeke’ Mundine
background secondary, if
indeed at all. I remember so many and in every instance
recall that not only were they good blokes but bloody
good soldiers.

winger, this mountain of a
man frightened the daylights out of his own players as much as the opposition. He went on to play
professional rugby league,
as did his son and now his
grandson playing for the
Broncos. Massa Clarke an
absolute legend who has
fought in every war since
World War 2 and a professional Lance Corporal Ex
CPL Ray Orchard
1 RAR who served in Vietnam with 7 Plt, C Coy, 7 RAR where on Operation
Coburg as a great natural tracker he found the enemy
and many of them, in what was to be one of 7 RARs major battles. Norm Womal, MID a great section commander
and leader who was mortally wounded in the Nui Thi Vai
Mountains in October 1966 was one of nature’s gentlemen and had he lived and gone on with his Army career
he could have achieved anything. I will never forget that
fateful day and the effect it had on the entire Battalion.
I am sure that there are so many of us who share the
same values, beliefs and experiences and its quiet telling
where something as innocuous as an ABC program sets
you up to think of some individual that you have served
with as being indigenous first and soldier second yet
when you served it was very much the reverse. I am just
waiting for some self righteous individual with no idea of
what we went through together to suggest that the basis
of this missive is somewhat racist when it’s quiet obviously the opposite. What these people don’t get is that all
soldiers are colour blind! You don’t look for colour. You
just look for that mate to protect your back or to get you
out when you’re in a bit of a tight spot.
Within a military fighting environment the
only colour is that of your Battalion Colours
and lanyard and the respect for all who
wear it.

Ray Orchard, who sadly recently passed away, section
commander in C Coy 5 RAR first tour was an exceptional
soldier and one of the nicest blokes you could ever meet;
“Darky” Wright a Corporal in 1 RAR first tour was as
tough as teak and a damn fine rugby half; Zeke Mundine
a wonderful NCO and one of the real characters of 5
RAR, badly wounded in Vietnam during his
second tour of duty he continued on to
serve in the Battalion as a CQMS. More
importantly in his rugby playing days he
used the “goose step” well before Campese
which had the crowd on the sideline in hysterics. Lance Corporal Billy Rhodes a West
Australian who went to Vietnam with 1 RAR
on their first tour, always had a twinkle in
his eye and really enjoyed a good laugh;
Cpl Ron Harris ex 1 RAR and then SASR
who was a fine SAS trooper killed in Vietnam; Stuey Yow Yeh, originally 1 RAR but
CPL Norm Womal
who served with 6 RAR in Vietnam on their
first tour. When on the rugby pitch as a

Society as a whole owes an enormous debt
to the many thousands of indigenous soldiers who fought and or died for this country
and I am immensely proud in my own small
way to have served with some of the greatest soldiers and characters that I have been
privileged to know.
Michael ‘Deaky’ von Berg MC
Recce Platoon 1966-67

PRELIMINARY WARNING ORDER
TH
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ANNIVERSARY REUNION 2015 - More details page 14

5 RAR Association Website

www.5rar.asn.au

Webmaster: Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison
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QUINTUS RAMA’S R ‘n’ C

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Fellow Tigers,
Having just returned from a trip across a number of
States my comments in this issue of Tiger Tales will be
quite brief. You will see that it includes a biography of
LTCOL Richard Barrett who assumed command of the
battalion in January. I have already had considerable contact with Rich and you will see from his message on Page
3 that he is also keen for the excellent relationship between the battalion and the association to continue to
prosper. We look forward to working with him and his
leadership team in the future.
I would like to congratulate Ted Harrison on his appointment as our latest life member. Ted needs no introduction
and I believe all members are aware of his outstanding
work in maintaining our website, which has become the
benchmark for other associations. Ted's "citation" is covered later in this issue. I would also like to congratulate
Doug Bishop, our Victorian Representative, who has recently been appointed President of the RAR Association
Victorian Branch. Doug has never been one to shirk a
challenge and we wish him well in his new leadership
role. He joins a number of other Tigers who have taken
on leadership roles within the veteran community at both
state and national level.
There have been a few comments recently, not necessarily from our members, that suggest that some parts of the
veteran community have taken a political stance on certain issues. I would like to reiterate that the 5 RAR Association is completely non-political in its outlook and commentary on issues relating to the veteran community. This
is also the policy of the RAR Corporation and the DFWA
with which we have a close affiliation. The Fair Go campaign into fixing the indexation of superannuation is a
good example of lobbying all sides of politics, which in
recent weeks has produced some heartening results,
even though there is still a long way to go in this election
year.
On our recent travels, my GPS took me near Seymour in
Victoria where we took the opportunity to look at the recently opened Vietnam Veterans' Commemorative Walk.
It is an impressive memorial and includes the names of
those from all services who served in Vietnam. It is well
worth a visit if you are in the area or tracking the Hume
Highway. Again, Doug Bishop has provided more on the
opening on Page 6.
With another Anzac Day also most upon us many will be
enjoying the camaraderie and company of their mates.
But please pause for a moment to remember our comrades from 5 RAR and from other units and conflicts who
have made the supreme sacrifice or have passed on
since.
Roger Wainwright

QUINTUS RAMA’S R ‘n’ C
On a recent trip to Darwin, and Crocodylus Park, Colin
Roach (10 Platoon 1966) snapped this photo of Quintus
Rama catching up on a well deserved ‘Rest and Convalescence’ leave.
Quote: "Our purpose in Vietnam is to prevent the success
of aggression. It is not conquest, it is not empire, it is not
foreign bases, it is not domination. It is, simply put, just to
prevent the forceful conquest of South Vietnam by North
Vietnam.”
"Lyndon B. Johnson”

THE INFANTEER
He is born to the earth; on the day he enlists
He is sentenced to life on the soil,
To march on it, crawl on it, dig in it, sprawl on it,
Sleep on it after his toil.
Be it sand, rock or ice, gravel, mud or red loam
He will fight on it bravely, will die,
And the crude little cross telling men of his loss
Will cry mutely to some foreign sky.
He's the tired-looking man in the untidy garb,
Weatherbeaten, footsore with fatigue,
But his spirit is strong as he marches along
With his burdens for league upon league.
He attacks in the face of a murderous fire,
Crawling forward, attacking through mud:.
When he breaks through the lines, over wire and mines
On the point of his bayonet is blood.
Should you meet him, untidy, begrimed and fatigued,
Don't indulge in unwarranted mirth,
For the brave infanteer deserves more than your sneer,
He is truly the salt of the earth.
‘A Gunner’ [NX70702]
Courtesy ‘Jungle Warfare, With The Australian Army in
the South-West Pacific’

DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held
by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor.

CO - LTCOL RICHARD BARRETT, RAInf
Lieutenant Colonel Richard Barrett was born in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, but grew up in Darwin, Australia. After completing his secondary education he attended the Australian Defence Force Academy and the
Royal Military College Duntroon from 1991 to 1995.
Following graduation LTCOL Barrett was allocated to the
Infantry Corps and his first posting was to the 1st Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment (1 RAR). In 1999 he
was posted as the Adjutant of the 11th/28th Battalion, the
Royal Western Australia Regiment and in 2000 he was
posted to the 6th Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment (6 RAR). 6 RAR deployed to East Timor during this
period, where Richard served as the Battalion’s Intelligence Officer.
On return to Australia LTCOL
Barrett was posted as a tactics
instructor at the Royal Military
College (RMC). In 2004 he returned to the Regiment as the
Adjutant of the 2nd Battalion,
was promoted to Major and
served as the Officer Commanding Charlie Company.
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Richard is married to Kate and they have a young son
Thomas.

CO’S MESSAGE
As this is my first message to the 5 RAR Association I
would like to say how proud I am to be the Commanding
Officer of the 5th Battalion and one of the newest Tigers. I
have been very impressed by the strength of the Association, the professionalism of the website and very appreciative of the welcome that I have received, especially
form the Association Patron BRIG Colin Khan and Association President COL Roger Wainwright. I would also like
to take the opportunity to thank COL Andrew Forbes, the
CO of the Battalion from 20112012, for his excellent handover
of command and for the hard
work that he and the Battalion
team has done to set us up for
success this year as the Ready
Battalion Group (RBG).

2013 is shaping to be a good
year. As the RBG we are poised
to deploy on short notice anywhere within the region, or wherIn 2007 LTCOL Barrett attended
ever else the Government may
Australian Command and Staff
choose to send us. We are
College. His thesis on Civilready to go and are keen to
Military Operations was pub5 RAR’s CO LTCOL Richard Barrett.
tackle anything that comes our
lished by the Australian Army
way. D Coy has carried the load
Journal as a Working Paper in April 2010. Richard holds
as the Ready Combat Team from Nov 2012 to 15 Mar
a Bachelor of Arts (Honours), a Master of International
2013, and has done a great job. They will hand over to C
Affairs, a Master of Strategic Planning and Graduate DiCoy on 15 Mar 2013.
plomas in Defence Studies, Management in Defence
The Battalion program is shaping to be a regular progresStudies and Languages (French).
sion of training, and we will deploy to Mount Bundy to
In 2008 he was posted as an exchange officer with the
conduct Exercises Tigers Walk and Run in May and July
Marine Forces Pacific (MARFORPAC), Hawaii. LTCOL
respectively, and then be positioned to conduct the BriBarrett was a lead planner for United States Marine
gade Exercise Predators Strike in August.
Corps (USMC) international training activities throughout
We will also seek to capitalise on Company training opthe Pacific region. LTCOL Barrett was fortunate to deploy
portunities, starting off with C Coy conducting air mobile
with the USMC to Afghanistan in 2009 as a part of the
training in Townsville in April. We will look to send one of
Marine Expeditionary Brigade Afghanistan (MEB-A) as a
the companies to conduct a larger scale activity with the
G-3 Future Operations planner. In 2012 the MEB-A was
US Marine (USMC) Corps detachment when they get
awarded the US Presidential Unit Citation. Richard was
here from April, and plan to get the remaining rifle comawarded the United States Meritorious Service Medal for
pany into the jungle at Tully later in the training year.
his work with MARFORPAC and the Navy and Marine
Corps Commendation Medal for his performance with the
The tour of the USMC Company will provide excellent
MEB-A.
opportunities to learn from each other and experience a
range of different approaches, access to different equipLTCOL Barrett returned to Australia in January 2010 on
ment and capabilities. I am sure like many members of
promotion as the Chief Instructor of the Royal Military
the Association who have gone before us, we will also
College of Australia. At the end of his tenure at RMC-A he
share a beer and some stories with our American friends.
deployed to the Headquarters of the International Stability
Assistance Force Afghanistan (HQ ISAF), in the Future
Plans cell. For his work at HQ ISAF he was awarded an
ADF Bronze Commendation.
In 2012 LTCOL Barrett served as the Staff Officer (Policy)
to the Chief of the Defence Force.
th

On 7 January 2013 LTCOL Barrett was proud to march
in as the Commanding Officer of the 5th Battalion, the
Royal Australian Regiment (5 RAR).

I hope this message finds all Tigers in good health and
good spirits, and I hope to help continue building the
bonds between the Battalion, the Association and Tigers
young and old.
Duty First
R.A. BARRETT
LTCOL
Commanding Officer

AROUND THE STATES
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WA - Cont.

SA
About 25 veterans and partners attended the Hackney
Hotel on the 3rd December for lunch and to reveal the 5
RAR Banner that had been languishing in Sydney.
All four of the veterans shown in the photo were with D
Coy, 5 RAR on the first tour 66-67. Norm, Fred and
Trevor were in 12 Platoon together and Bob was 10 Platoon. Bob Leckie returned to Vietnam in 69-70 again with
5 RAR, in 4 Platoon, B Coy.

Our grateful thanks were also given to Terry Bates for his
generous donation of $700 from the sale of cattle which
will subsidise functions later on this year. A special mention goes to Audrey Briggs, who once again donated
many raffle prizes, most of which she made herself and
were beautifully presented in boxes and wrappings. This
year we had the most prizes to give away as members
were also very generous with gifts for the raffle. The auction was also very successful due to donation of a pizza
maker by Peter Guyatt which sold for $180 to Mark
Frichot, and two ANZAC watches donated by John
McCulloch sold to Paddy Meckenstock for $200. Thank
you donors and buyers!
The total from the raffle and the auction was $1,082.
The lunch, a three course meal, was once again supervised by Sandra Gastev and her band of willing workers
and much appreciated by members, followed by Sandra's
generous donation of free port.

L-R: Norm Maraldo, Bob Leckie, Fred Clarke and Trevor Sando.

I would like to welcome new members Steven Muller from
Mt Gambier and Andrew Aberdeen a current serving
member.

Thanks also to our country members who graced us with
their presence we really do like catching up with you all,
and to all our members and partners thank you for making this one of our best Christmas functions ever.
Alan McNulty

Please note that ANZAC Day reunion for members of 5
RAR will be at the Old Lion Hotel, North Adelaide, immediately after the march.
Mo Hancock

WA
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
The 5 RAR Christmas luncheon was once again held at
the ‘43 Below Bar/Cafe’. This year we had to close the
bookings early as we had 68 confirmed bookings. Unfortunately we had many on the sick list within the last few
days including Bob Armitage, Peter Tuck (Secretary),
Peter Manucci and Dave Annells. We must thank Brian
Budden who surprised us with a donation of 5 RAR
Christmas drink coasters which the members greatly appreciated.

The WA Association members toast the Battalion’s 48th Birthday
and the Birthday Cake. (inset)

BATTALION BIRTHDAY
A gathering to celebrate the 48th birthday of 5 RAR was
held on Friday 1st March at 43 Below Bar/Cafe in Perth,
WA.
Some 20 Association members, plus wives and partners,
attended for a light lunch and a good time. It was a great
opportunity to catch up with members from Busselton,
Toodyay and Mandurah. Bob Armitage, one of the original 5 RAR members, cut a magnificent birthday cake provided by Audrey Briggs, and the bar resounded to a loud
rendition of Happy Birthday, followed by toasts to the Battalion and the Regiment.
Our next function will be on Anzac Day at the same
venue.

Colin Roach and Peter Chapman and the many raffle prizes.

Greg Negus

AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
ACT
Our Christmas lunch in Canberra was held at the Ainslie
Football Club. We had a really good roll up of around 20,
the most we have had at any of our luncheons. Unfortunately two of our regulars, Bill and Bev O'Mara, couldn't
make it due to Bill's ill health. Let's hope Bill is feeling better and can make it next time.

5
ACT - Cont.

rangements will be in place for WC and water points.
After the march past when you reach the seating it is
portant you follow the directions of the ushers and
member the seating is for Veteran marchers only,
NOK. NOK can obtain seating tickets by contacting
Australian War Memorial.

imrenot
the

After the march, the ACT Branch of the RAR Association
will, as usual, meet in the Carlton Room at Olims Hotel,
on Limestone Avenue, within easy walking distance from
the Australian War Memorial, for a few drinks, goffers and
some finger food.
Lunch is available for purchase from the hotel bistro.
Bernie Pye
Two old Tigers and two young Tigers. L-R; MAJ Cam Ellis, Bernie
Harpley, LTCOL Troy Ramage and Bernie Pye.

It was pleasing to have three ‘young’ Tigers come along
and join us. They were COL Darren Huxley, LTCOL Troy
Ramage and MAJ Cam Ellis. It was great talking to them
especially about what's happening in the modern day
Army.
Everyone had a great time and we are all looking forward
to the next one.
Our next lunch will be held on Thursday, 6 June 2013 at
the Ainslie Football Club. This will coincide with the anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba.
ANZAC DAY

TAS
Tuesday 12th of February Rod "Chuck" Kenane, Gerry
Coret, his partner Anne Youl, myself and my wife Wendy
joined together at our favourite local East Launceston
café for a very enjoyable extended lunch. Our topic of
conversation was varied to say the least and to the
amazement of Gerry, Chuck and I, who can't remember
the last week, can cast our minds back 50 years and talk
about those we knew during the time spent in 1 RAR, pre5 RAR, and also incidents which took place, some good
but a lot which will always remain swept out of sight under
the floor coverings to protect the reputation of us all.

The ANZAC Dawn Service will be held at the Australian
War Memorial at 0530 hours.
The Anzac Day March details are as follows:
* The RAR Association forms up on the left side of Anzac Parade between the Korean and Vietnam Memorials on ANZAC Parade, from 0945 to 1015 hours.
Keep an eye out for the RAR Association banner. Be
early and take the time to chat with visitors and
mates.
* The March will begin at 1040 hours and conclude
around 1145 hours.
This year, at this stage the RAR Association marshaling
point has not been gazetted, however I suspect it will be
between Position 26 and 30. Members and associates
should plan to congregate on ANZAC Parade, south of
Blamey Crescent, but north of the Vietnam Memorial, no
later than 1000 hrs. Please look out for the Regimental
Banner.
Vehicles will be available for those who find it difficult to
march the distance. These vehicles will be located at the
top of ANZAC Parade, on the right hand side.
The format is similar to that of previous years and, once
again, the Australian War Memorial is providing tiered
seating for veterans following the march. The usual ar-

Chuck, Gerry, Anne, John and Wendy

Anzac Day is fast approaching, this year we will parade
and march behind our banner in Launceston once again.
The numbers are down again however we look like having enough to form a section. The poor numbers are due
again to the exodus of quite a few of our members to various locations around the mainland, it can't be helped
though I guess the day is good for catching up with your
mates where ever they may be. For those marching in
Launceston I'll email meeting place, times and form-up
position in the parade as they become available.
That's about all for now, to all our members enjoy the day
where ever you may be.
John Smee
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AROUND THE STATES - Cont.

VIC
VIETNAM VETERANS’ COMMEMORATIVE WALK
SEYMOUR
It was thirty-seven degrees Celsius on High Street Seymour on Saturday afternoon, 9 March, with no breeze and

VIC - Cont.
Street only because of tram track modifications taking
place along Swanston Street; these have now been completed. Once again it is, “As you were!”
Doug Bishop
Editor’s Note: Once again a 5 RAR Association Member
has moved into the rarefied atmosphere of ESO Organization management. Doug Bishop has been elected to
the position of President of The Royal Australian Regiment Association, Victoria Branch.

QLD

Part of the Memorial Wall.

precious little shade; however that did not deter several
thousand veterans, family members and well wishers of
the public from participating in the opening of Stage 2 of
this tribute to all those who served in Vietnam. The initial
concept came from within the local Mitchell Shire Council
and gained support from many military and non-military
service organisations, and funding from both state and
federal governments of both political persuasions. The
Mayor of Mitchell Shire based his remarks on the acronym ‘WHAT’ — ‘Welcome Home And Thank-you’.
The walk is a meandering red earth path set in rows of
native trees and grasses intended to resemble rubber
trees and rice paddies, synonymous with Vietnam. Along
the path are walls made up of DigiGlass panels that have
the names of all service personnel who served there in
alphabetical order, by blocks of Army, Navy and Air
Force. In addition there is an Honour Roll listing those
who sacrificed their lives; and a replica of the Long Tan
Cross.
There were quite a few former members of 5 RAR in attendance that I caught up with, including the first tour Battalion 2 IC, Stan Maizey, down from Brisbane. The Hume
Freeway now by-passes Seymour but this dedication is
certainly worth a detour if you’re over/down this way. I
only saw it during the day but I’m assured it looks even
more spectacular at night with its modern technological
illumination.

On February 19th, at Aspley in Brisbane, I and 15 other
Servicemen attended the funeral of Ray Orchard to pay
tribute to one of the Battalion's finest soldiers. I met his
son Jason, daughter Bianca and his four sisters, all paid
tribute to Ray with great love and affection. Harry
Neesham (Ray's OC 7Pl, 1966-67) spoke of their days in
Vietnam (at times with humour) and of Ray's natural ability to detect the enemy. A comment by one of Ray's sisters stuck in my mind like a bad dream and, I am sure,
the minds of all who where there that, when Ray returned
from Vietnam, he was the local hero to all his family and
friends. This called for a drink at the local RSL but, it was
not to be as, Ray was refused entry. This was the ultimate insult and not uncommon in QLD at that time.

Twelve of the 5 RAR Association Members who attended Ray’s
Funeral Service. Ron Shambrook and Lionel Duoroux had to leave
before the photo was taken as did MAJGEN Stuart Smith, Bernie
Smith’s son.

We must never forget the sacrifices made by our Indigenous Servicemen and, afford them the respect they so
rightfully deserve.
Lest we forget.

ANZAC DAY

ANZAC DAY

This year we form up in Collins Street outside the Melbourne Town Hall as we used to, stepping off around
noon (but get there early). Last year it was FUP Flinders

A midnight service at the Shrine of Remembrance, Anzac
Square, in Brisbane will precede the Dawn Service.
The traditional dawn service commences at 0428 hrs, the
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AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
QLD

NSW

time of the original ANZAC landing at Gallipoli in 1915.
Among other dawn services in Brisbane and elsewhere
will be the special one at the RAR National Memorial
Walk at Enoggera Barracks.
This will start at 0455 hrs after assembly and traditional
‘Coffee Royal’ from 0415 hrs. It is advisable to be early as
parking becomes difficult – if you can walk, it is easier to
park in nearby streets.
A ‘Gunfire Breakfast’ is available afterwards for a gold
coin donation at the 8/9 RAR Rams Retreat from 0630
hrs.
Form-up for the city march is from 0930 hrs in the usual
location on George Street between Charlotte and Mary
Streets.

At the time of writing BRIG Khan and the last CO of 5
RAR COL Forbes will be leading the march for us. When
full details are confirmed I will send out an email. We will
again be using the Crown Hotel upstairs for our reunion.
Ted Harrison our newest Life Member will be honoured
there.
Barney Ruttle

FROM THE ROVING REPORTER
After an arduous and long cruise ship voyage via Port
Hedland, Bali, Darwin, Cairns, Brisbane we finally landed
in Sydney, oh the hardships we have to endure.

While the official march is timed to step off at 1000 hrs it
will probably be at least 1100 hrs before RAR groups step
off.
After the march, most RAR veterans go to the Pig 'n'
Whistle in Eagle Street at the Riverside Centre, although
some will head for the Grand Central Hotel in Ann St, opposite Anzac.
The usual Anzac Day activities will also be on at the 8/9
Rams Retreat at Enoggera.
Paul Foley

NSW
The following is a photo taken at Moorebank Sports club
where the 5 RAR birthday was celebrated. It is planned to
make this an annual event. Not necessarily at that venue.
We also plan to have Xmas drinks as an annual event.

Tim, Colin Khan and Alan

Marian and I then flew to Canberra for a few days of
sightseeing around the city. We also enjoyed a very
pleasant BBQ with Sue and Tim Donnelly and our Patron,
Colin Khan.
From
Canberra,
we flew to Coolangatta and booked
into the Outrigger
resort, where we
caught up with
Gwenda and Hayden Gilbank (1st
and 2nd Tours).
Ben, Eric and Hayden
We also met two 9
Pl 2nd Tour members, Ben Oram from Dundowran Beach,
QLD and Eric Hamlin from Port Macquarie, NSW.
A couple of days later we visited Carol and Gary Townsend’s home where we were joined by Leeanne and
Bruce Schmidtchen for a long, enjoyable lunch and a
couple of drinks.

Back: Bryan Schafer, Barney Ruttle, Paul McQueen and Geoff
Pearson. Front: Eddie Moon and Zeke Mundine.

The NSW RSL has not put out the order of march and
forming up points at this time. The forming up point is
usually around Bligh St.

We arrived home
in
Perth
on
Wednesday 13th
March,
looking
forward to a Rest
’n’ Convalescence
period.
Alan McNulty
Bruce, Gary and Alan
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The photographs below are taken from the collection of glass-plate negatives discovered in three battered chests in an
attic in Vignacourt, France. The thousands of photographs, of soldiers of the Allied Nations including over 800 of Australian’s, were taken by Louis and Antoinette Thuillier between 1915 and 1919.
This collection, which is the feature of ‘Remember me: the lost diggers of Vignacourt’ exhibition currently on display at
the Australian War Memorial, was donated to the Memorial by Mr Kerry Stokes on behalf of Australian Capital Equity
Pty Ltd. Australian Capital Equity Pty Ltd has very kindly given their permission for Tiger Tales to use these images.
With ANZAC Day to be commemorated this month I thought that it was appropriate that we think back to the men who
went before us. Not only of those who served in our predecessor Battalions, but of all those Australians who have
served our country in conflicts and theatres around the world. Our thoughts are also with those currently serving abroad.
“By Jove! ...Australians! ...
Those clean-shaven, dust covered men,
who had come out of the hell of the
Dardanelles and the burning drought
of Egyptian sands, looked wonderfully
fresh in France.
Youth, keen as steel, with a flash in the
eyes, with an utter carelessness of any
peril ahead, came riding down the
street.”
PHILLIP GIBBS, BRITISH WAR CORRESPONDENT, 1916

Group portrait of five soldiers of the 5th
Battalion. Identified in the back row, centre, is 2736 Private (Pte) John David Jackson. The soldier back row, far right is
wearing a Military Medal.

Group portrait of officers of the 5th Battalion. Identified are (back row, left to right):
497 Lieutenant (Lt) Harold Maurice Griffiths MC; Lt John William Dwyer. Front
row: Captain (Cpt) Thomas Karran Maltby;
Cpt Eric George de Trembley Permezel
MC; 703 Lt George Leslie Makin.
Group portrait of four officers from the 5th
Battalion. Back row, left to right: unidentified; 1911 Lieutenant (Lt) Alexander Fulford Bechervaise MC. Front row: Captain
Thomas Karran Maltby; Lt John William
Dwyer.

Group portrait of signallers from the 5th
Battalion. Back row, left to right: 3982 Private (Pte) Thomas Bernhardt Wilson; 2374
Pte George Gordon Gilbert; unidentified.
Front row: 3132 Sergeant Charles Herbert
Lanman; 3740 Pte Gordon William Campbell. 2374 Pte George Gordon Gilbert, a
labourer from Birmingham, England, was
killed in action on 22 August 1918.

“Mother I thank God for protecting me
so far. Today we leave to take part in
the great advance, I think we are going
to make a charge, all preparations
have been made. Mum I say Good bye
in case I fall, and know that I die for
you Dear Mum & that I love you
dearly.”
HORACE ARNOLD PARTON, 5TH BN,
20 JULY 1916

Group portrait of signallers from the 5th
Battalion. From left to right: 3981 Private
William Pinkerton; 3980 Lance Corporal
Horace Arnold Parton; 3976 Lance Corporal Ernest Gladstone Cubbins MM.

- Cont.
“Dear Mum, I am almost afraid to
think how old I am, it is the best years
of my life & perhaps some people
might say they are wasted ones, but I
don’t agree with them, I consider the
time spent over here as going to help
make the world a better place to live in
after this war is over & however little
our part in this great struggle is, it all
helps, so I am satisfied.”

Portrait of 3982 Private (Pte) Thomas Bernhardt Wilson, a signaller of the 5th Battalion. In March 1918, Pte Wilson was
awarded a Military Medal for his invaluable
efforts as a signaller and runner during
operations at Ypres in September of 1917.
He returned to Australia on 20 May 1919.
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“Just think of it Mum, - no more fighting, no more wondering if we will ever
see Australia again, but the sure
knowledge that with average luck we
will be home within the next six
months. It is too wonderful to fully
realise.”
HORACE ARNOLD PARTON, 5TH BN,
10 NOVEMBER 1918

HORACE ARNOLD PARTON, 5TH BN,
ON HIS BIRTHDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 1918

Quotes Courtesy AWM

“Many things perforce remain unrecorded. The friendships, strong and
clean as new steel, forged in the desert
sand or the Somme mud, that will savour life for us to the very end.”
ALBERT WILLIAM KEOWN, 5TH BN,
COMMENTING AFTER THE WAR

The area around Vignacourt where the 5th
Battalion 1st AIF fought.

On page 13 of Tiger Tales issue 32, December 2012, a photograph of the 5th
Battalion Signals unit, 1st AIF, was published with a short caption. It is shown on
the left with the names of all who have now been identified.
Back row; 3982 Private (Pte) Thomas Bernhardt Wilson; 16 Pte Frederick Purton; 5341 Pte George Hector Bossen; 3463 Pte Robert William Evans; 9516
Denis Jeremiah Doyle; unidentified; 2107 Pte Joseph Allan; 2374 Pte George
Gordon Gilbert. Middle row; 1848 Pte Eustace Irving Martin; 244 Pte Arthur
Richard Leggo; 2615 Sergeant (Sgt) George William Percy Kay; 631 Lieutenant
Richard Ambrose Cuff; 13 Sgt Richard Powell Raymond; 3132 Sgt Charles Herbert Lanman; 3980 Lance Corporal (L Cpl) Horace Arnold Parton; 3976 L Cpl
Ernest Gladstone Cubbins MM. Front row; 3854 Pte Bertie Harward; 3740 Pte
Gordon William Campbell.

THE 5th BATTALION 1st AIF
Most Australians know that the Australian Imperial Force,
usually referred to as the AIF, was raised to fight alongside other British Empire formations and those of its allies
during the Great War from 1914 to 1918. One of the first
AIF units formed was the 5th Infantry Battalion which left
Melbourne, Victoria on 21st Oct 1914 for the war zone,
just two months after the declaration of war.
When at full strength, there were around 1,000 members
in an Australian infantry battalion and during the four
years of conflict, the 5th Battalion lost nearly three times
its authorised full strength, with 2,983 casualties including
9971 who lost their lives. These horrible statistics give
further meaning to 23 Battle Honours earned by the men
of the battalion on the Gallipoli Peninsular in Turkey then
in France and Belgium for the remainder of the war.
Following the Gallipoli campaign ending in December
1915, the 5th Battalion came to France from training in
Egypt and first went into action at Fleurbaix in the Pas-de(Continued on page 10)

Egypt, 1914, members of 5th Battalion, 1st AIF, disembarking from
the HMAT Orvieto (A3) at Alexandria.
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THE 5th BATTALION 1st AIF - Cont.

(Continued from page 9)
Calais region at the end
of April 1916.

Sgt Alexander Wilson Hamilton, 5th
Battalion, 1st AIF, buying cigarettes
from an Egyptian boy. Sgt Hamilton later died of wounds sustained
while serving with the 5th Battalion
in France on 23 August 1918. The
battalion was in reserve around St
Martin's Wood at the time. Sgt
Hamilton, who enlisted in 1914 has
no known grave and is commemorated on the Australian National
Memorial at Villers Bretonneux.

The battalion remained
in that region until July
1916 when it was
brought south to take
part in the great Allied
offensive in the Somme
Valley, particularly at and
near what was left of
Pozières village about 30
kilometres north-east of
Villers-Bretonneux.
Mixed with time for resting and training behind
the lines, this operation
lasted for five weeks and
cost the battalion many
casualties, with a total of
471 killed wounded or
missing on 25th July
alone.2

After further operations
in the Somme department in 1916 the battalion took part in the Allied offensive against the Hindenberg Line, particularly at Bullecourt in the Pas-de-Calais
region, in April and May 1917, returning to the Somme
from the middle of the month for rest and training.
In September and October 1917 the battalion took part in
the offensive generally called the Third Battle of Ypres in
West Flanders, Belgium, with staggering losses in men
comparable with the Battle of Pozières just over a year
earlier.
The battalion’s next tour of combat duty in the Somme
department began in early August 1918 when it came
down from Saint-Omer to take part in the Allied advance
that commenced with the Battle of Amiens on the 8th August; dubbed the “Black Day of the German Army” by the
German Quartermaster-General, Erich Ludendorff. On
that day, the men of 5th Battalion moved to Aubigny just 4
km north to north-west of Villers-Bretonneux to prepare
for an attack in which they would take part the next day.

After marching across country from Aubigny, the battalion
supported a successful attack commencing on the afternoon of 9th August from a line that passed near Harbonnières. Less than 18 hours later, on the morning of 11th
August 1918, the battalion was a forward unit in a further
successful attack towards Lihons.
Before both of these attacks the 5th Battalion was made
up of 27 officers and 593 other ranks3 which was only
about 60 per cent of full-strength. By the end of this threeday period alone, there were even fewer men left, the
battalion having suffered further casualties amounting to
12 officers and 207 other ranks.
The men of the 5th Battalion arrived at Hamelet 4 km to
the north of Villers-Bretonneux on 18th August 1918 for
four days of rest before moving east again for an attack
through Saint Martin’s Wood near Proyart, on 23rd of August. Again, the battalion was successful and deserving
of a further few days of
rest. The army commanders must have
been impressed with the
Villers-Bretonneux area
because the battalion
came back to the area
on 27th August 1918 and
stayed for four days at
Vaire Wood, about 4 km
away from the town and
towards Le Hamel to the
north-east.
Before being relieved for
the last time during the
war, on the night of 23rd
September 1918, the 5th
Battalion had advanced
in August and September 1918 as far as Hargicourt, some 60 km east
of Villers-Bretonneux.

Battlefield grave of CAPT Harold
Maurice Griffiths (see photo Page
8), 5th Bn, 1st AIF, from Albert
Park, Vic. He was killed in action at
Bapaume, France on 8 May 1917,
and is buried in Grevillers British
Cemetery. In April 1917 he was
awarded the Military Cross.

Over 5,3004 soldiers left Australia with or as reinforcements for the 5th Battalion to fight in the Allied cause during the Great War and more than half of these men became casualties. Also, and although not officially recorded, many others of the 5,300 were physically or mentally scarred for the rest of their lives – some living for
only a short time after the war.
1

The Australian War Memorial records 970 killed on its website but 997
members of the battalion are named in Esprit de Corps, published in
1988 as having died during the Great War 1914-1918.

2

F.W. Speed, Esprit de Corps – The History of the Victorian Scottish
Regiment and the 5th Infantry Battalion, Allen & Unwin, 1988, p.71.

3

5th Battalion war diary.

4

There are 5,314 names recorded against “5th Infantry Battalion” in the
First World War Embarkation Roll (http://www.awm.gov.au/collection/
records/awm8/subclass.asp?levelID=67000).
Cairo, Egypt. December 1914. Bert Keown (left - see quote page 9)
and Les Walker (right) are first in line of F Company 5th Battalion
AIF as they wait for vaccination at Mena camp

Ken Mckay, Editor
2/5th Infantry Battalion Association Newsletter
Photographs Courtesy AWM

CLOSING THE CIRCLE
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As a member of a United States Air Force Tactical Air
Control Party (TACP) assigned to 1 ATF during we maintained a radio facility next to the Task Force TOC. While
assigned to support the entire Task Force we also would
accompany the various sub-units that made up the Task
Force, especially 5 RAR, on field operations relaying air
operation requests and communications from the field
back to Nui Dat and from there to wherever required.
While our Forward Air Controllers (FACs) lived elsewhere, we called the rubber and red dirt of Nui Dat our
home.
On 6 June 1966 one of our aircraft supporting 5 RAR was
shot down over Nui Nghe by the 274th NVA Regiment.
The FACs, MAJ John Charles Jacobs and CAPT Charles
Stephen Franco, were ultimately killed.
At the time no one knew what happened or where they
went down; their remains were not discovered until the
crashed aircraft was finally discovered in January 1967 by
1st Platoon, A Company, led by LT John Hartley. See
Tiger Tales, issue 31, August 2012, on pg. 3 ‘Call Sign
Bird-Dog.’
Due to prior assignments in Vietnam my time ‘in-country’
required that I rotate out of Vietnam prior to 5 RAR's end
of tour. I left not knowing the ultimate fate of my two
FACs. As related in the above story it was not until I became aware of the 5 RAR Association website did I learn
‘the rest of the story.’ I then made a decision to locate
their NOK to insure they had the full story. As indicated in
the article above, CAPT Franco's NOK was located in
2012 but with regard to MAJ Jacobs, I was unsuccessful.

Senior Airman James Metcalf in Vietnam

Ironically, I was also contacted by a young High School
student that had found one of my inquires on-line looking
for Jacobs' NOK. This young lady was seeking information on MAJ Jacobs as in conjunction with her Advanced
Placement English class, she was involved in a project on
Vietnam Veterans and she had selected MAJ Jacobs for
her project. After providing the information she expressed
her gratitude, in part saying,
"You have given me more than enough information to
complete my project, and you have sparked my interest in
this history. Just to let you know, for the project I will be
creating a video in remembrance of Major Jacobs; it will
include information about his life and his service to our
country."
It is gratifying to have played a part in bringing a measure
of comfort to the family by obtaining the information described. Further, the information from the Association that
I was able to provide is playing a role in furthering her
appreciation and pride within the younger generation relative the importance of our military and the true role played
in Vietnam, an understanding which sadly, was often
woefully missing in earlier years and by a segment of a
previous generation.

5 RAR members sifting through the wreckage of Bird-Dog. Photo
courtesy Ray Bolitho, 1 Pl A Coy 1966.

In the last weeks two events occurred at almost the same
time. I finally was able to identify and contact the nephew
of MAJ Jacobs, who was 6 years old when his uncle was
killed. At long last I was able to provide closure to his
family by providing the information I sent to the US Military Depository which was a mixture of personal knowledge and from the Association website and related resources, www.5rar.asn.au/misc/letter-nok.pdf
He, in turn, is forwarding the information to Jacobs' son
and daughter and they are currently processing the information. Obviously they are very grateful to all whom have
contributed for to them, this information is priceless. THE
CIRCLE HAS FINALLY BEEN CLOSED.

While my quest was completed for personal reasons,
there is another important lesson to be learned and that is
the value of our Association. This circle could not have
been closed without the information from the Association
website which in turn represents the Association as a
whole. The Association itself could not exist without the
tireless work of our Association Officers, the Webmaster
who maintains the website and each of the Diggers that
contribute to it. This website is truly the best memorial
possible to the Battalion, the Regiment and the men who
have served and who continue to serve in the name of
Freedom. This Association provides that our fallen warriors are never forgotten, that even after death, they live
within each of us and their lives will always be honored by
those that work to carry on their legacy.
James Metcalf
USAF Vietnam 1966
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IN MEMORIUM

2785591 BRIAN HARRIE WILSON
23 February 1946 - 16 November 2012

53652 GEORGE ALEXANDER SMITH, MM
16 October 1937 - 30 November 2012

LCPL Brian Wilson passed away on
the 16th November 2012 at Garrawarra
Centre,
Waterfall. Brian bravely fought bowel and
bladder cancer for nine years and
was a TPI veteran. His oncologist
called him a "tough old bugger". I
guess he had to be, but he was a
wonderful, kind, humble and generous man, and his family will always be very proud him.

His funeral service was held on the 20th November at Parsons Bulli Chapel.

Sadly “Smudger” passed away after
surgery on 30 November 2012.
He served two tours, with 1 RAR
(1965-6) being awarded the Military
Medal and then the 2nd Tour of 5 RAR
as CSM of D Coy.
He was an assured leader inspiring
confidence with his actions, always
leading by example. The more difficult the circumstance
the stronger was his influence.
Like many brave soldiers, “Smudger” had an aura of quiet
authority relating well to all ranks with a natural sense to
know when to demand, when to encourage and when to
back off.
It was a privilege to serve with Alex Smith and his positive
influence has remained with us all ever since.

212897 NORMAN McLEOD SMALL
16 February 1942 - 4 December 2012

2791197 DAVID FREDERICK NICHOLLS
13 November 1947 - 9 December 2012

Brian enlisted on the 28th September 1966 and was discharged on the 20th October 1969. He served with Assault Pioneers in Vietnam 8th February to 20th June 1969
before being sent home injured.

SGT Norman ‘Norm’ Small passed
away in the early hours of Tuesday 4
December after a long battle with
prostate cancer.
Norm served with Transport Platoon,
Admin Company on the battalion’s
1966-67 tour of South Vietnam.
He enlisted in March 1959 and served
in Malaya 1961-63 with, I believe 2 RAR, he then was
posted to 1 RAR and from there to 5 RAR when the Battalion was formed in 1965. He continued to serve with 5
RAR until he took discharge in 1968.
A funeral service was held for Norm on Monday 10 December at Reflections Room, Allambie Gardens, Nerang,
QLD. Norm is survived by his wife, Sandra and his three
sons, Robert, David and Allen.

PTE David Nicholls passed away on
Sunday 9 December 2012.
Dave was a member of 7 Platoon, C
Company from August 1969 until
February 1970 when he returned to
Australia with the Advance Party. We
will remember him as being a young
National Serviceman who took his
service seriously, did his job well, and
was a good reliable team member.
On 24 January 1970 Dave received shrapnel wounds in a
bunker contact that occurred in the vicinity of the Nui May
Tao.
Dave had not been well in recent times and had only very
lately looked to contact some of the mates that he served
with in South Vietnam.
312608 PETER JOHN WAKE
23 December 1948 - 9 February 2013

2787617 JOSEPH STAWYSKYJ
17 January 1947 - 20 December 2012
Late of Hammondvale, PTE Joseph
‘Joe’ Stawyskyj passed away on
Thursday 20 December.

PTE Peter Wake was killed when he was
involved in a single vehicle motor accident on Saturday 9 February.

Joe served with A Coy during the Battalion’s second tour. He was confined
to a wheelchair due to massive
wounds he received when three trucks
were destroyed by land mines in
Phouc Tuy Province, Vietnam, on 27 March 1969.

Peter originally went to South Vietnam
as a reinforcement, joining 1 RAR in December 1968. He joined 5 RAR in February 1969, when the Battalion relieved 1
RAR, and served in B Company BHQ until 28
May 1969. He then completed his tour with 1 ALSG at
Vung Tau, possibly with the Military Police.

For very many years Sigmund ‘Ziggy’ Jablonski acted as
a carer for Joe and for over 35 years he has pushed Joe’s
wheelchair in the 5 RAR contingent of Sydney’s ANZAC
Day March.
th

13 ex-Tigers attended Joe’s funeral, held on Monday 24
December at St. Andrews Ukranian Catholic Church, Lidcombe and then Rookwood Cemetery.

CORRECTION
On page 12 of the Dec 2012 issue of Tiger Tales, the
wrong year was inadvertently shown in John Holtman’s
date of birth. The date should have read 28 February
1939, my apologies for any distress caused.

IN MEMORIUM
16979 RAYMOND LAURENCE ORCHARD
14 April 1944 - 12 February 2013
Late of Canberra, CPL Ray ‘Orch’
Orchard passed away on Tuesday 12
Feb, when he suffered a heart attack.
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215733 DAVID ALAN PHILP
25 September 1946 - 23 February 2013
Late of the Running Stream, NSW,
PTE David Philp (also known as
Philip) passed away in Rylstone Hospital, on Saturday 23 February, after a
long illness.

Ray was a man amongst men and will
be remembered with respect by all
those who were privileged to serve
with him. He was with 5 RAR in SVN
in 1966-67, as Sec Comd of 3 Sec, 7
Pl, C Coy. He was W.I.A., on Op Canberra, but continued
in his position until the operation was completed.

He served with the Battalion, in 1 Platoon A Company, from 10 May to 16
August 1966 when, we believe, he
was Medevaced to Australia. David continued his career
in the ADF and retired with the rank of WO2.

Coming from 1 RAR in 1965, ‘Orch’ was a foundation
member of 5 RAR and helped to form the nucleus of the
5th Battalion, he then went on to serve with 7 RAR.

A life-long mate of David’s has said he never liked to talk
about his experience of being in South Vietnam, nor did
he associate with other veterans

A service for Ray was held in Brisbane on Tuesday 19
February and was attended by family, friends and 15
members of the Association.

A Funeral Service was held for David in the afternoon of
Friday 8 March at the Pinegrove Memorial Park, Minchinbury, NSW.

219075 CARL STEPHEN CARLSEN
5 June 1950 - 6 March 2013

A TRACK, NUI THI VAI - OCT 1966

Late of Avoca beach NSW, PTE Carl
‘Bluey’ Carlsen was killed in an ultralight aircraft accident at Tuggerah
Lake, on the NSW Central Coast, on
Wednesday 6 March. He was an experienced ultra-light pilot with over 500
hours piloting this type of aircraft.
Bluey was posted to 1 ARU in South
Vietnam in September 1969. He joined 7 Section, 6 Platoon, B Company, 5 RAR and served with the Battalion
from 22 October until 9 February 1970. When the Battalion tour finished he was posted to 7 RAR to complete his
tour of duty.
Carl’s Funeral Service was held on Monday 18 March at
“Greenway Chapel” GREEN POINT, and was followed by
his burial at Wamberal Cemetery NSW.

LEST WE FORGET

Deep in the shadows, where everything is green,
More shadows play around, than I've ever seen;
I just search for the difference, and hope there is none,
It will stay this way, till we're back, in the sun.
A word's rarely spoken; it's all done by hand,
Simply survival, in this part of the land;
From the contacts we've had and the camps we have found,
We know that we're hunting on "Charlies" home ground.
A dew covered trip wire, strung through the grass,
I mark it quite clearly, and then quickly pass;
There's "Jumping Jacks” here, lying close underground,
Tread wearily now, and don't make a sound.
I keep telling myself, it's all in my head,
But, if a bastard goes off, God let me be dead;
Strange rocks ahead and the track's dipping down,
My head starts screaming - A Killing Ground!
There's dozens of Panjis, in the scrub on each side,
One single shot and there's nowhere to hide;
So bugger the orders we’re getting off the track,
If "Charlies" there waiting, we'll come in at his back.
The twigs and the leaves crunch at my feet,
And the cold sweats keep coming, despite the heat;
Armalite held a little too tight, sweeping around, instantly ready,
But it's my bloody head that I fight to keep steady.
It's not far now, till the end of my bound,
Then another poor bastard can sweat the next round.

Terry Tommasi

25th @pril

Quote: "It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who
died. Rather we should thank God that such men lived.”
"General George S. Patton, Jr.
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TED HARRISON - 2013 LIFE MEMBER

Edmund
William
Dennis Harrison was
a young 19 year old
Lance Corporal during 5 RAR’s first tour
of South Vietnam
where he served with
distinction from May
1966 until end of October 1966 when he
was wounded and
RTA.

flects credit and inclusion of these young Tigers, contrary
to some post war experiences of Vietnam War veterans.

This nomination is
based on Ted’s enTed Harrison
during loyalty, dedication and commitment to the men of 5 RAR, then and
now, which he consistently and constantly demonstrates
through his enthusiasm and exceptional professional
skills as the ‘webmaster’ of the 5 RAR Association website. He continues to embrace and demonstrate the unbreakable fabric of mateship to epitomise the camaraderie of the Tiger Battalion, 46 years and many more to
come.

Editor’s Note: Ted will be flying to Sydney to be presented
with his well deserved Life Membership Citation Certificate and Badge at the post-march get together on ANZAC Day this year.

Following the death of Brian London in 2003, Ted took on
the role of webmaster. Any acknowledgement of the 5
RAR Association website should always pay great tribute
to Brian London who originated and instituted the website. In the past 10 or so years, Ted has done an extraordinary job in a time intensive and technically demanding
role of maintaining the site and continually developing
and upgrading it to be widely recognised as a unique and
valued resource and heritage of national significance.
As a key means of communication and contact with association members, the site reflects deep commemoration
and remembrance of those who paid the ultimate sacrifice, notably it is widely accessed and valued by the NOK
of those members and others who have since passed.
It has been archived by the National Library of Australia
as a site of historical importance and also selected for
preservation by the Australian War Memorial. It is used
globally by researchers, history teachers, the public generally and veterans as indicated by the guest book. The
website is primarily a communication tool but also has an
emphasis on the history of 5 RAR, in particular its two
tours in the Republic of South Vietnam along with a range
of links on health and welfare issues. Ted is also endeavouring to progressively include more history of the deployments of the Battalion since the de-linking of 5/7 RAR in
2006. It hosts sub-unit newsletters and media releases
that may impact on members. Hundreds of members
have contributed to the website with articles and in verse
and it is very much a living, relevant and evolving conduit
serving many generations.
Importantly the dynamic site recognises a new generation
of ‘Young Tigers’ since re-formation of 5 RAR and its role
in the Order of Battle of the current Defence Force, in particular during the times these young Tigers have served in
Timor, Iraq and Afghanistan. Thus its scope spans disparate generations and wars…of greatest importance it re-

The Association is indebted to the fine untiring voluntary
work and dedication of our webmaster, Ted Harrison, in
maintaining and continually improving the site. Ted does
it all alone, is always available and responsive to post
critical updates, especially noting the passing parade of
members. He demonstrates great sensitivity to and understanding of the many audiences who access the site,
and continues to dedicate unstinting time and effort in
support of the 5 RAR Association.

5 RAR 50th ANNIVERSARY
The 5 RAR 50th Anniversary
Reunion will be held on the
Gold Coast from Thursday 26th
February to Sunday 1st March
2015. As with the 2010 Reunion the vast majority of the
Reunion activities will be held
at the Twin Towns Services
Club in Tweed Heads, NSW,
right on the border with
Queensland.
The Battalion Birthday Dinner will be held at the Gold
Coast Entertainment and Convention Centre as we do
not believe that we could improve on the quality of the
meal, drinks and service that they provided in 2010
Preliminary discussions have been held with the management of these venues and also with the Outrigger Resort
(attached to Twin Towns) for accommodation. It is too
early to say exactly what the Reunion costs will be at this
stage, but in the case of Outrigger Resort we have been
offered a package that is very advantageous to our members.
Tentative Reunion Program
Thursday 26th February 2015:
Registration 10:00 to 14:00 hours
Meet and Greet Function 15:00 to 18:00
Friday 27th February:
5 RAR Association AGM 09:00 to 10:30 hours
Sub-Unit Functions 13:00 to 17:00 hours
Saturday 28th February:
Free Day
Sunday 1st March:
Commemorative Service 10:00 to 11:00 hours
5 RAR Anniversary Dinner 18:30 to 22:00 hours
Mark your calendar, start putting some pennies away and
talk to your mates, so that you do not miss out on what
will be another great get together of the Tiger Family.

ENEMY BUNKER SYSTEMS
The Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army units tended to
locate their sanctuaries in dense
jungle forests and mountainous
cave systems. Whilst 5 RAR
confronted both kinds in most
parts of Phuoc Tuy and the surrounding provinces, probably the
greatest concentration of bunker
systems encountered was in
Bien Hoa Province (where we
fought HQ MR7) and into the
David Wilkins
Hat Dich Secret Zone which
stretched across the border into north-west Phuoc Tuy
Province. Of the mountain defensive positions we confronted, some of the most formidable opposition was
found in the May Tao Mountains and the Nui Thi Vai complex.
Enemy defensive positions were always wellcamouflaged, sited in all-round defence, mutuallysupporting and with bunkers and weapon pits in depth.
Quite often a system formed a star shape whilst others
utilised the shape of the terrain. A system could vary from
just a few to 200 bunkers, but the average was between
20 and 40, covering an area of about 150 x 200 yards.
Some or all bunkers in a system were connected by crawl
trenches and, in some cases, tunnels.
The average bunker dimensions were 10 x 6 feet, about 5
feet deep and with 3 to 5 feet of overhead protection of
logs, dirt and foliage. This provided camouflage from both
aerial and ground observation and protection to withstand
aerial and artillery bombardment other than a direct hit
from a B52 strike. The average silhouette above ground
was about 2 feet. There was an entrance and exit hole
(from which most fighting was done or from the reverse
side of the roof which acted as a parapet). There were
frequently weapon pits outside the bunkers, sited to provide depth and mutual support.
The camouflage was
such that usually bunkers could not be seen
at greater than 10
yards. The average
distance for an initial
contact, often when the
enemy fired on our
searching troops, was
at this 10 yard point but
some contacts were
initiated at 25 yards or
as close as 6 feet. The
enemy
used
well- Sketch of an enemy bunker system
concealed fire lanes by David Wilkins.
where the undergrowth
was slightly trimmed from the ground to about a foot high.
From the standing position this could not be observed.
To avoid casualties from that initial contact it became imperative to recognise the signs of a bunker complex
nearby. The usual ‘sign’ was the thickness of the forest or
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bamboo, some timber cutting (with the stumps usually
camouflaged with mud and twigs), a track pattern, markings on the tracks (such as wooden arrows and crossed
sticks), leaves stripped off twigs, cooking smells, the ethnic body smell, latrine smells, camouflaged panji pits and
the close proximity of a stream or actual water points.

An open-air bush kitchen found in a VC Camp. Some kitchens
were completely underground with flues for extracting the smoke
to locations well away from the source.

The next main problem was to ascertain the size and layout of a system. Reconnaissance patrols were used for
this. Methods of attacking a bunker system included:
 the immediate assault. This was the shock action of
following up an initial contact with a quick aggressive
attack on a wide front. This method was usually confined to platoon level and was risky against a determined enemy. There was no preparatory bombardment.
 withdrawal and subsequent deliberate assault. This
was preceded by artillery and aerial strikes, ideally
with blocking ambushes in depth. The assaulting
troops were then usually supported by helicopter gunships firing into the bunker system. The leading sections would move in bounds using fire and movement.
It was of major assistance to have the support of
tanks and/or APCs but these were rarely available
because of the remoteness of the areas. These
tracked vehicles were particularly effective in destroying the bunkers by driving over them and swivelling
their tracks so as to collapse the structure.
 surrounding the bunker system with blocking forces
and waiting for the enemy to leave his defences and
walk into our ambushes. Sometimes it would be completely silent, while at other times the enemy might be
forced out by artillery or aerial strikes.
There were many variations of the above.
The sappers of the engineer splinter teams were attached
to rifle companies and had the unenviable task searching,
de-mining and destroying captured enemy bunkers.
These ‘Tunnel Rats’ from 1st Field Squadron did a magnificent, courageous job and saved the lives of many
members of 5 RAR.
David Wilkins
Adjutant & OC C Company
1969-70
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CLOSING THE MUSHROOM CLUB

During our tour of South Vietnam (1969-70), each Company had its own 'wet canteen' or 'boozer' as we commonly called it. While we Rifle Company (and Support
Company) blokes were on operations, there was no
booze allowed to be served in these 'wet canteens'. Goffers (soft drinks) were OK but alcohol was strictly prohibited. This was with good reason of course as the
LOBs (left out of battle or as some used
to say, left on base) were required
to defend the 'fort' while we
bush-bashed our way
around the Province.
Now as I recall, when we
came in off operations,
the boozer was open but
only between 1630 hrs
and 1730 hrs. Thereafter
came dinner and the 'wet
canteens' re-opened at 1930
hrs and traded to 2130 hrs. I
can't recall whether there was any
distinction between weekdays and weekends but I suspect not. Routine Orders stated that
trading ceased at 2130 hrs (time, gentlemen please) and
the boozer had to be cleared by 2145 hrs. Now if memory
serves me correctly (and it quite often doesn't these
days), all troops, irrespective of rank, had to be back in
their lines by 2200 hrs (unless on duty manning the gun
pits) and 'lights out' was at 2215 hrs. The exception to the
rule was that if the movie was still going at 2200 hrs, you
were allowed to stay to the end and then take your 'chair,
folding, troops for the use of' and return to your lines.
Like all young subalterns, the platoon commanders were
rostered at Company level as Duty Officers. Not only
were we required inspecting the Company kitchen and
checking with the diggers about the standard of the
meals, we were also required to check the perimeter and
its defensive GPMG bunkers. Less hazardous (or so I
thought) was the requirement to close the Company
boozer and to ensure that Routine Orders were upheld
when it came to such closures, return to the lines and
lights out.
On one particular evening, in the latter half of the tour, as
Duty Officer, I arrived at the C Company 'wet canteen' at
2130 hrs and directed that trading cease and all troops
finish their drinks prior to me closing the 'boozer'. I very
quickly learnt why we were taught during officer training
to keep all our buttons done up as, before I could say
"last drinks", I was upside down, suspended from the rafter by toggle rope. While my Field Message Note Book
and wallet stayed in place in my shirt pockets, and my
trusty 9mm Browning pistol and spare magazine remained firmly in the holster and side pouch, I had absolutely no idea what was going on around me other than a
sea of faces in JGs (Jungle Greens) raucously laughing
and hurling good-humoured jibes.
To this day, I have no idea what additional, after-hours
bar transactions may have taken place while I was upended but I suspect quite a few. After what seemed an

eternity but in reality was but a few minutes, I was lowered to the ground. Regaining my composure and in my
best parade ground voice, I ordered the assembled CHQ,
7 Platoon, 8 Platoon and 9 Platoon soldiers to clear the
boozer and to return to their lines.
I could still hear the muffled laughter as the diggers
trudged off to their respective tent lines, no
doubt with pockets stuffed with their
'illegal' after-hours tinnies. (And
in case you ask, yes we did
know about your pseudo
Eskies dug into the
ground under the duck
boards of your tents.) As
I headed for my tent, I
couldn't help but chuckle
at the episode and the
precision with which the
plot to suspend the Duty Officer from the rafters was executed.
Does the incident appear in any official reports? No. Do the ringleaders know who they are? Yes,
and do I know? I do now. The moral of the story? There
are two really:
1.

Never underestimate the ingenuity of the Aussie
Digger; and

2.

Always keep your buttons and
holsters/pouches securely fastened. You simply never know
when you may be seeing the
world from a different perspective!
Roger Lambert
9 Pl, C Coy, 1969-70

FOR THE WINE LOVER

A new variety of Tawny Port that may stir some long forgotten memories of imbibing the locally made alcoholic
beverages.
As the rear label states, this port if full of some of the unusual aromas and flavours from the Vietnam area of operations, and to complete the review of this rare tipple, it
carries just a touch of bamboo on the nose and palette.
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THE SECTION COMMANDER
Being a Section Commander in camp was a real pain you were a target for every job which required a NCO, so
if you were smart you would make yourself scarce. When
the time came to go on operations, it was a great relief.
The procedure was something like this:
1.

Warning Order - this involved timings such as O
Groups, No move before . . . .

2.

O Group. All Sect Comd’s were given orders by the
PL Comd containing Mission, Movement to, Timings, LOB’s, ammunition, etc. The Sect Comd then
prepared and gave his Section orders. This was
followed by an allocation of ammunition by the Sect
2 IC (in my time in C Coy I had two excellent 2 IC’s
- Barry Baker and Andy MacDougal, but the bastards would slip into my allocation of ammo some
of the strangest ordnance I had ever seen; but it
made a noise and hurt people so I carried it.

On Ops it was great being the lead Sect, navigating while
working with the scout. This was real infantryman's work.
Being the second or last Sect in the PL was no bludge as
the field signals were constantly moving between the
Sects. I hated being 2nd or 3rd Sect as some of the strangest and insane field signals ever witnessed would come
down the line. When stopping for the night we would receive orders from the PL Comd about the next day's
work. These would be passed onto the Sect then night
routine would start. If there was any firing at night, I would
simply pull my silk over my head and I was safe.
So, apart from the occasional
NCO IC Work Party in camp,
navigating, commanding the
Sect in a fire fight, arming Claymores and carrying heaps of
extra ammo in the weeds, it was
a pretty easy job as a Sect
Comd. What does however stick
in my mind was the utter joy of
being able to use your voice and
Jack Bradd
make as much noise as you
could when in contact because everything was done in
silence while patrolling, harbouring or ambushing.
Warren (Jack) Bradd, OAM
7 Pl, C Coy, 1969-70

Regt No

C/ Names

Surname

Tour

Aberdeen

5 RAR

5715800 Ronald
Trevor

Bamford

V2

8220144 Richard A

Barrett

2789785 Terence
Arthur

Suburb/Town

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and
amendments to your contact details should be forwarded to:
The Secretary, 5 RAR Association,
31 Kenilworth St, Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022.
02 9387-1409 or hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au
TIGER TALES ARCHIVES
The Back Issues of Tiger Tales, from August 1987 to December 2012, are on the 5 RAR Association Website.
These are stored in the PDF file format for ease of viewing or downloading to your computer. You will find them
under the 5 RAR Association Newsletter, TIGER TALES
banner on the Contents Page of - www.5rar.asn.au
5 PLATOON 1969-70 REUNION
A Reunion of 5 Pl (2nd tour) to commemorate Anzac Day
2013, has been organized for April 23rd-27th in Mildura,
Vic.
For further details, please contact Laurie Barnfield on
laurieanddi@bigpond.com or by phone (03) 5023 2559 or
Mob: 0429 867 752
C COY 1966-67 REUNION
A C Coy reunion, to be held in Perth, WA, is in the planning stages for ANZAC Day 2014.
There are already over 60 members and partners who
have indicated their attendance. For more details contact
Alan McNulty - alanmarian1@bigpond.com 08 93041333
or 0417 914309.
D COY 1966-67 REUNION
D Company 5 RAR 1966-1967 will meet at Merimbula,
NSW, 2548 on Vietnam Veterans' Day, Sunday 18th August, 2013 for a Commemorative Service and Dinner to
remember the Battle Of Long Tan and enjoy the beautiful
Sapphire Coast of NSW.
Meet and Greet Thursday 15th August, 2013.
For further details contact Jim and Fay Chester on either
Mob: 0488 501 879 or email: jimfay25@bigpond.com

NEW MEMBERS TO 15 MARCH 2013
8559773 Andrew
James

NOTICES

State

FANNIE BAY

NT

CALINGIRI

WA

5 RAR

PALMERSTON

NT

Blackhurst

V2

COOMBA PARK

NSW

CONTRIBUTIONS
Ted Harrison, our Webmaster, and I will welcome with
open arms any contributions that are forwarded to us for
the 5 RAR Assoc Website and Tiger Tales.
These two media vehicles can only be maintained with
the input of our members. By sending your stories, anecdotes, photos or memories, you help to keep the Website
and Tiger Tales interesting and informative.

44854

Stephen
Herbert

Muller

V2

MT GAMBIER
WEST

SA

37277

Graham
Henry

Ross

V1-2

NEERGABBY

WA

The contact details for both Ted and myself are shown on
the last page of this issue.

QLD

Please help to keep us viable and topical.

456271 John Bruce Stevens

5/7 RAR REDLAND BAY
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AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS

A HELICOPTER WAR
Editor’s Note: The following was a preface to the article
‘Hueys, Slicks, Albatross and Possum’ printed in the
Summer 2013 issue of WARTIME, the Australian War
Memorial’s magazine.

The 2013 Australia Day awards once again saw former
members of the Battalion receive recognition for outstanding service to their community and to ex-servicemen
and their families. Our Patron, BRIG Colin Khan (Retd),
contributed the following;
‘I wish to give my personal congratulations to three members of the Battalion recently recognised in the Australian
Day Honours. All were awarded the OAM and I thank
them for their service to the Battalion and subsequently to
all veterans.
Kevin Borger
Reverend Thomas Shanahan
Sigmund Jablonski
I have written elsewhere about Sig’s dedication to his colleague Joe Stwayskyj and it is sad that Joe died just before Sig’s award.
Colin Khan’

Iroquois Huey slicks redeploy D Coy during Operation Federal
near Long Binh, March 1969.

The Vietnam War is generally known as "a helicopter war".
From the beginning of American military involvement in the
early 1960s, US forces deployed helicopters in increasing
numbers on military operations in South Vietnam. By the
peak of the war in 1970, there were almost 4,000 American
helicopters of various types operating throughout the country. They became a symbol of US involvement in Vietnam,
both to soldiers "in country" and to civilians at home watching their evening television news.
Most prominent at the time, and in popular memory, is the
familiar image of the ubiquitous workhorse aircraft of the
war, the Bell UH-1 Iroquois, affectionately nicknamed the
‘Huey’ by American and Australian servicemen. On 3 October 1987, fifteen years after the last Australian combat
forces had left Vietnam, Brigadier Colin Kahn, former
commander of 5th Battalion, the Royal Australian Regiment (5 RAR), delivered an evocative Dawn Service address to veterans at their welcome home reunion in Sydney. He recalled as "our sound" the distinctive "thud,
thud, thud" of the Huey that epitomised their experiences
in Vietnam. To soldiers, the dependable Hueys conveyed
a double-edged association: they were both a formidable
assault weapon and an agent of mercy. They carried the
infantry into action and provided resupply and reinforcements to units on operations. They also provided invaluable fire support during close enemy contacts; and they
flew ‘dustoff’ emergency medical evacuations for
wounded soldiers, rushing them to field hospitals and
thereby dramatically increasing the survival rate of battlefield casualties.
Quote: "It is the soldier, not the reporter, who has given
us freedom of the press. It is the soldier, not the poet,
who has given us freedom of speech. It is the soldier, not
the organizer, who has given us the freedom to demonstrate. It is the soldier, who salutes the flag, who serves
beneath the flag, and whose coffin is draped by the flag,
who allows the protestor to burn the flag.”
Charles M. Province

The three members who received the Medal of the Order
of Australia (OAM) and their Citations are below.

Kevin John Borger OAM, Pottsville,
NSW. Kevin served with 3 Platoon, A
company, 1969-70.
For service to veterans and their families, and to people with a disability.

Sigmund Alexander Jablonski OAM, North Rocks, NSW.
Siggy served with 2 Platoon, A
Company, 1969-70.
For service to Vietnam veterans. (A Company 1969-70).
This photo shows Ziggy pushing Joe Stawyskyj at the rededication of the Australian Vietnam
Forces National Memorial in
Canberra.

The Reverend Father Thomas
Harold SHANAHAN OAM, Tamworth, NSW. Tom served as the
Chaplain of the Battalion in 196970.
For service to veterans and their
families, and to the community.
The 5 RAR Association and it’s members extend their
sincere congratulations to these three very worthy recipients.

5 RAR ASSOCIATION MEMORABILIA
VIETNAM TASK
A detailed account of the Fifth Battalion’s
first tour of duty in Vietnam. Robert O’Neill
was with the battalion as the battalion’s intelligence officer and kept meticulous notes on
operations conducted by the battalion.
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5 RAR CAP
Black and Gold cap with the Association logo on the front. Just the thing for
the bald spot.

$20.00

$30.00
5 RAR TIE
THE YEAR OF THE TIGERS

A fine quality tie for all occasions.

The 5 RAR year-book of the Battalion’s
second tour in the Republic of South Vietnam. It is a tribute to the 2nd tour members
of the Battalion who, for one year, gave of
their best. This is the third and latest edition.

$30.00

$65.00

LAPEL BADGE
A quality lapel pin for the astute 5 RAR
Veteran. 20 x 13 mm.

$6.00

5 RAR HONOUR ROLL
Plaque inscribed with the names
of our members killed in action or
died of wounds during the Vietnam War. 305 x 290 mm.

$35.00

5 RAR TAC PLATES
They fit at each end of your number plate.
130 x 130 mm.

$20.00

HISTORY OF THE FIFTH BATTALIONS
This 70 minute video commences with a
short history of the Fifth Battalions’ in
Australia commencing 1885 until the
raising of the 5th Battalion, The Royal
Australian Regiment in March 1965.
This video gives good general coverage
of both tours of the Battalion in South
Vietnam.
$30.00

CAR STICKERS
TIGER HEAD ROUND - T5-90ASSNRND
90 mm Diameter

$5.00
TIGER HEAD C/PATCH - T5-1075GRGO
100 X 75 mm

$5.00
5 RAR PLAQUE

ICB/SVN RIBBONS - 5R-1875ICBRBN
180 X 75 mm

This plaque comes with blank Name
Plate. 205 x 255 mm.

$5.00

$50.00

TIGER HEAD SVN - T5-1014SVNRND
100 X 75 mm

The items shown on this page comprise the current 5
RAR Association Memorabilia range available for
members to purchase by using the Order Form on
the back page.
The Committee is continually investigating the possibility of producing new products to add to this range.
As new items become available, the Order Form will
be up-dated, the new items announced and depicted
in the next issue of Tiger Tales to be printed.

$3.00
Tiger Tales is printed and distributed,
for 5 RAR Association, by The Pack
Factory, 169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. Graeme
Tooth, the principal of The Pack Factory, is a veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70
tour of South Vietnam.

Remit this form and payment due to:

Please indicate use of this form

The Treasurer
5 RAR Association
31 Kenilworth St
BONDI JUNCTION NSW 2022
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Joining/Renewing Membership
Change of Details
Purchase of Memorabilia

All membership queries or amendments are to be forwarded to the Treasurer/Membership Officer.
Surname:

Christian Names:

Known As:

Membership

1 March 2011 - 28 February 2014

Memorabilia
Partners Name:

Regimental No:

Mobile:

Home Ph:

The Year of the Tigers

Business Ph:

Suburb/Town:

Address:

P/Code:

State:

Vietnam Task

Rank:

Email:

(Ed 3)

O/S

Price

M

$ 30

L

$ 65

Honour Roll

M

$ 35

5 Bn History DVD

S

$ 30

Caps

S

$ 20

Ties

S

$ 30

Lapel Badges 20x13mm

S

$

TAC Plates-Set of 2 130x130mm

S

$ 20

5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm

M

$ 50

S

$

$50.00
Qty

Cost

6

Car Stickers
T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round
Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc:

5

T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch

S

$

5

5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons

S

$

5

T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN

S

$

3

$ 50

Membership Dues

Grand Total: $
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.
Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item.
Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above,
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.
Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5 RAR Association. Bank: CBA. BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756
Your Committee Members and State Representatives.
Patron: BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM Vice President

President

Ph: 02 6257 7249 Mob: 0414 713 720
Secretary
Treasurer/Membership Officer

COL. Roger Wainwright

MAJ John Miller CVO, AM, MBE

Mr. Geoff Pearson

LTCOL Ron Hamlyn

Ph: 02 6295 6204

Ph: 02 9938 6312

Ph: 02 9524 3177

Ph: 02 9387 1409

Mob: 0409 588 935

Mob: 0419 252 130

Mob: 0417 223 001

Mob: 0407 669 221

roger.w@netspeed.com.au

jandemiller@bigpond.com.au

gp@rbimports.com.au

hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au

Memorabilia Officer

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

MAJ Bryan Schafer

Brian Budden

Trevor Carter

Ralph Hindmarsh

Ph: 02 9605 5841

Ph: 02 9525 0355 (W)

Ph: 02 9587 9670

Ph: 02 6643 2914

Mob: 0412 432 464

Mob: 0418 769 954

Mob: 0427 101 516

Mob: 0429 432 914

blues@tadaust.org.au

krikse2@hotmail.com

Trevor.Carter@defence.gov.au

ralphhindmarsh@bigpond.com

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

Committee Member

CAPT Ben Howard

Geoffrey Luck

Barry Ruttle

Bruce Schmidtchen

Ph: 02 8335 6459

Ph: 02 9982 6053

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Ph: 07 3385 7813

Mob: 0402 629 454

Mob: 0417 447 508

Mob: 0417 488 598

Mob: 0419 485 592

howie85@live.com.au

geoff.luck@bigpond.com

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

Tiger Tales Editor
Ph: 07 5594 4780

-

Gary Townsend

Mob: 0412 767 975

Webmaster

garyt.5rar@gmail.com

brucescgm@gmail.com
-

Ted Harrison

Ph: 03 9762 4283 Mob: 0403 907 775

82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4211

webmaster@5rar.asn.au

ACT Representative

NSW Representatives

QLD Representative

SA/NT Representative

Bernie Pye

Barry Ruttle

Paul Foley

Mo Hancock OAM

Ph: 02 6242 4210

Ph: 02 9601 2762

Ph: 07 3352 6594

Ph: 08 8556 2732

Mob: 0424 701 784

Mob: 0417 488 598

bernie.pye@bigpond.com

bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au

Mob: 0414 566 212
prf@tadaust.org.au

moswhan@bigpond.net.au

TAS Representative

VIC Representative

WA Representative

John Smee

Doug Bishop

Alan McNulty DCM

Ph: 03 6343 4243

Ph: 03 9744 5035

Ph: 08 9304 1333

Mob: 0407 830 264

Mob: 0437 653 577

Mob: 0417 914 309

johnsmee1@bigpond.com

doug.bishop@internode.on.net

alanmarian1@bigpond.com

