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We are all Tigers Together

COL JOYE CAPTURES REUNION 2010
On 17 August 1966 at Nui Dat, Col Joye was abducted by members of 5RAR (see story page 10), on 1 March 2010 Col
gained his revenge by capturing all those present at the 45th Anniversary Dinner at the Gold Coast Convention and Entertainment Centre on the Gold Coast.
Col’s sister and manager, Carol Jacobson contacted the Organising Committee and said that Col would like to become
part of our reunion, naturally the committee readily agreed ecstatically.
The first that we knew of this was when Gary Townsend was pulled aside by Paul Kelleners, of Twin Towns Services
Club, at the Welcome Function on Friday 27 February, and told him Col would like to do something for the members. It
was not until after the Commemorative Service, on Monday 1 March, when Gary was contacted by Carol and Col that
we knew anything further.
A surprise was what Col wanted to give the members and guests and I believe that he achieved this in the most enjoyable way for us all. His words were, “I’ll just walk up onto the stage with my little ukulele and see what happens.”
What happened was that Col gave us all a night to remember with his entertainment and then mixed and was photographed with many of those present. At one stage he was accompanied on the spoons by Elroy Elbourne, one of the
Tunnel Rats who was attending the dinner.
Our thanks go to Col and a letter of appreciation, along with some mementoes of the occasion, have been sent to him.

5RAR Association Website

www.5rar.asn.au

Webmaster: Edmund “Ted” Harrison
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COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE

Brian Bamblett, Master of
Ceremonies

Scripture Reading by COL John
James with Father Tom Shanahan.

Welcome Remarks by COL
Roger Wainwright

Commemorative Address by BRIG Stuart Smith AM,
Commander 3 Brigade.

BRIG Colin Khan DSO and Mrs Shirley
Warr unveil the Plaque

Reading of Honour Roll L-R: William Ward OAM MM, Colin Cogswell MM, Alan McNulty DCM and Michael Dench MM

The Ode by John Burridge MG

L-R: Wreath from 5RAR Association, Roger Wainwright, Wreath from 5th Battalion RAR John James, Wreath from Next-of-Kin of 1st Tour Fallen,
Mrs Sonja Miles (sister of EH Nilsen) and Wreath from Next-of-Kin of 2nd Tour Fallen, Mrs Helen Keed (sister of BJ Thompson)

Father Tom Shanahan leads the assembly in the 5RAR Prayer

REUNION 2010 REPORT
And a wonderful time was had by all!!! The facilities
proved to be ideal, and the weather, although not ideal,
did not bother us. The support of the staff, particularly at
Twin Towns, was exemplary. They responded to last minute requests with cheerfulness and executed all requirements to a very high standard.
Registration went well, and at the end of the day there
were only about a dozen people out of almost 800 that
had not registered. We expected a problem with people
not being able to check in to Twin Towns accommodation
until after 2pm, but when I mentioned this to the Accommodation Manager she said that anyone whose room was
ready could have it whenever they arrived. One pair of
guys sharing a room checked in at 9am and then spent
most of the day manning a desk at Registration. At the
end of the Reunion there were only three people that did
not show out of 800 registered.
The Welcome was very well attended and we were
pleased that the ticket drink system worked so well. Everyone seemed to have as many drinks as they wanted,
and I did notice one or two of the usual suspects going
around asking if anyone had spare drink tickets. It would
be a shame to waste them. The Stars room was fairly
noisy, but then any room with over 700 people in it is going to be loud.
The Memorabilia was well received. Everyone that I
spoke to was very happy with the quality of the items, all
orders were correct and they all fitted. The bush hats are
a bit large, but they will shrink to size when washed.
From what I recall of our original green bush hats they
were of the same ‘one size fits all’ design. For those that
ordered additional shirts they will arrive in the mail as
soon as we can get them manufactured and mail them to
you.
The Raffles went well and the prize winners all seemed
quite happy to be carting off their winnings. Thanks to all
that supported the raffles. Like most of us, I buy tickets
but it always seems to be a donation to the prize pool.
We tried to keep the sub-unit activities in close proximity
to each other so people could wander between them at
their leisure. This worked very well with a number of people visiting two, three and with a guy that did both tours,
four Sub-units, that they had served with. The food was of
a good standard, and in most of the Coy rooms there was
food left on the table at the end of the day.
I lost count of the number of people that thanked the committee for making Sunday a rest day. There were river
cruises, golf and bowls games, platoon and section
lunches, and any number of other activities. There were
also a lot of us that spent a very quite day lounging
around our respective resorts recovering and resting the
vocal chords.
For many the highlight and the main focus of Reunion
2010 was the Commemoration Service. There was some
concern when the weather forecast said heavy rain for
Monday. But once again the excellent staff of Twin Towns
saved the day by offering us the use of the Auditorium.
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They quickly had half a dozen guys in there moving
chairs, setting up microphones and lighting and getting
the light and sound technician briefed. My personal feeling is that the service in the Auditorium was better than if
would have been outdoors. The sound system allowed
everyone to hear better than outdoors, there were no distractions from passing vehicle or pedestrians, and the
lighting effects on the plaque and the flags, and the individual speakers were excellent. Our thanks to Brig Stuart
Smith for his moving address.

The Organising Committee L-R; Jill and Warren Binney, Marieanne
Scott-Dalgeish and Brasso Bamblett, Carol and Gary Townsend,
Leeanne and Bruce Schmidtchen, Kay and Warren Pearson

After the service in the auditorium Father Tom Shanahan,
CO and RSM 5RAR, Roger Wainwrights, Brasso Bamblett and a few others went to bless the second plaque
that has been mounted in the memorial area adjacent to
the fountain in Chris Cunningham Park. You will recall
that Brasso advised at the completion of the ceremony
that we had two plaques and that the second on would be
mounted at the old JTC, that we all remember SO fondly,
(now LWC) at Canungra. If you are in the area drop in
and have a look at the commemorative site that has been
built there. Directions to the Canungra Vietnam Memorial
are on page 20 of the December 2009 issue of Tiger
Tales.
A few people have asked why we went to the GCCEC for
the dinner instead of having it at Twin Towns. The
GCCEC is the only facility we could find in the Tweed/
Gold Coast area that could sit 800 people in one room.
7RAR recently had their reunion at Twin Towns and their
dinner was held in two rooms, one with 500 and one with
200. They had a live video link between the rooms. We
didn’t want to split our Battalion up, so it was on to the
buses and off for a tour of the Gold Coast. I thank you all
for your assistance in getting the buses loaded in record
time. The controller from Murrays was amazed that we
did it so quickly. 570 people on 12 coaches in 40 minutes. That’s one person every four seconds. Not bad for a
bunch our age.
The dinner went well, with many people commenting to
our committee that the food was great, the wine provided
a good selection and the table service was good. We
were very happy with the extra tables that were provided
(Continued on page 4)

Photos courtesy of H.M. Photographics. www.goldcoastphoto.com.au Enter date, 5RAR and venue, the password to enter albums is 5RAR
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REUNION 2010 REPORT - CONT.

(Continued from page 3)
to allow people to spread out a bit. Each Coy group had
at least one spare table of ten seats. At the end of the
night all tables had been used. As always, our Patron,
Brig Colin Khan, spoke very well and captured the undivided attention of all. This was a particularly notable effort
considering that Col Joye had just kidnapped the dinner
as Colin was almost due to speak.

Our Patron, BRIG Colin Khan, DSO (Retd) addresses the Anniversary Dinner gathering.

How about Col Joye!!!! The Committee had no idea he
was attending until he called us the weekend of the Reunion and offered to come along. We offered to contribute to
his accommodation expenses but he declined, and we
offered to have him as a guest for the whole dinner, but
he again declined. We weren’t completely sure he would
be able to attend until he walked in the door, so we kept it
secret. He flew from Sydney to the Gold Coast, hired a
car and got a motel room, attended our dinner, and flew
back to Sydney the next day all at his own expense. Col
said that we had done a lot for him and he was doing
something for us in return. What a wonderful man Col
Joye is.
All in all it has been a successful Reunion. The committee
has not received a single significant complaint, but if you
have any please contact me directly. If we don’t know
about it we can’t do anything about it not happening at the
next reunion. If you have suggestions on how we could
have done it better I would welcome your advice. The
managers at Twin Towns said that we were the most enjoyable and best behaved group they have seen in recent
years, and they see a lot of groups. There was not a single incident in the entire week (Wed to Wed) from our
nearly 800 people. And the GCCEC (where we had dinner) said that their staff had not stopped talking about
how well we treated them, how much they enjoyed looking after us and what a wonderful example we were to
them. One young lady steward at GCCEC sought me out
to tell me that she felt quite privileged to serve us and that

she was very appreciative of what we did to secure her
future. She had tears in her eyes.
There is a huge amount of work and coordination to be
done for an activity like this, and I would like to thank all
of the members of my Committee and their wives and
partners for their excellent effort. We all contributed to the
planning process, hundred of phone calls and about a
million e-mails were sent. As we are distributed from Lismore to Brisbane every meeting required travel. We were
a small committee of only five members and I think that
was to our advantage, particularly in our meetings where
consensus was readily achieved. In particular I thank
Gary Townsend (assisted by his wife Carol) who managed all of the administration, enrolments, payments, letters, DVA grants and anything else he could get his fingers into. Warren and Jill Binney did almost all of the
work for memorabilia. My thanks to Brasso Bamblett for
the organisation and running of a most memorable Commemoration Service. Warren Pearson and I filled the
gaps. We all feel privileged to have been involved in coordinating this reunion, and we are grateful for the support
of the members and partners that attended.
I would also like to thank all the people who gave us their
time and effort to make the Registration process run so
smoothly and quickly and the members and guests who
performed official duties in the Commemorative Service
and the Anniversary Dinner. A special round of thanks
must go to Ron Hamlyn, our Treasurer, for the many
hours that he spent reconciling the incoming monies over
the last eleven months.
To complete Reunion 2010, the Organising Committee
has allocated the extra funds to produce this issue of Tiger Tales as a Full Colour Souvenir Issue. It is our hope
that you will enjoy it as much as you all seemed to enjoy
Reunion 2010.
There is already talk about the next reunion in 2015. See
you then.
Bruce Schmidtchen
Chairman Reunion 2010 Committee

REUNION DVD SLIDESHOW
On the night of the 45th Anniversary Dinner, at the Gold
Coast Convention and Entertainment Centre, a DVD
slideshow of photographs was played on the video
screens. The photographs had been collected from as
many sub-units of the Battalion as possible and covered
both tours.
There have been some enquiries as to whether copies
would be available for purchase. To be able to do this we
would need an indication of how many people would be
interested in purchasing a copy, and, if there is enough
interest shown, make enquiries to determine the feasibility and the cost of producing this item for the members.
The DVD runs for approximately 1 hour and a sound
track of the hits of that era would be added. If you are
interested in having a copy of this DVD please contact
Gary Townsend, details on page 18.

WELCOME FUNCTION PHOTOS
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Photos courtesy of H.M. Photographics. www.goldcoastphoto.com.au
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Fellow Tigers,
Our 45th Anniversary Reunion on the Gold Coast was an
outstanding success. On behalf of all members I congratulate Bruce Schmidtchen and his organising committee of Gary Townsend, ‘Brasso’ Bamblett, Warren Binney
and Warren Pearson plus the strong support of their ladies. Bruce has provided a detailed report of the reunion
on Pages 3 & 4 and there are many photographs throughout this edition.
A reunion of this nature involving about 800 people takes
years to plan and is a formidable work load for those who
roll up their sleeves and get involved. I have received
many complimentary remarks about the reunion so our
organisers can be well contented with their labours. It was
a true Tiger team effort.
The national committee will review the final results of the
reunion and look at lessons learnt at our next meeting in
Sydney in May. We do not yet need to make a decision
on the location or style of our 50th anniversary reunion in
2015 although early feedback indicates strong support for
a return to the Gold Coast. The committee is happy to
receive any ideas from members which can be passed to
your State Representative or other committee members.
At the General Meeting held during the reunion, a number
of matters were raised that need to be advised to our
members who were not in attendance. Firstly, the meeting approved amendments to our constitution allowing the
committee to confer a maximum of two life memberships
each year on an ordinary member who has been a financial member for at least 20 years and has given outstanding service to the Association. Consequently we
appointed the first life members of our Association. They
are Brian Budden and Geoff Pearson who for decades
have provided sterling voluntary service to our Association often at personal expense. A “citation” on their individual contributions was read out at the meeting and they
were inducted as our initial life members by our Patron,
Colin Khan. We congratulate Brian and Geoff and are
delighted that their devotion to our Association can now
be recognised by us all.
Secondly, the General Meeting was advised that the committee had decided to increase our membership fees at
the beginning of the next three year membership period
from 1 Mar 2011 (12 months away). At this time, our three
year membership fee will increase to $50 for the three
year period. Members will be reminded of this prior to
fees being due. Our main ongoing annual cost is the publication of Tiger Tales and in 2010, until the fees rise, Tiger Tales will be published at a small loss. Whilst this
rise is necessary, the 5RAR Association is still among the
cheapest fees for all battalion associations.
I also thank those members of the committee who have
stepped down after years of voluntary support to the Association. I encourage members who have the interest to
join the committee to nominate their willingness to our
Secretary. More information on vacancies is detailed later
in this issue.

CO 5RAR’s REPORT
Dear all, may I add my warm welcome to the Year of the
Tiger. The Battalion had a fantastic 2009 that saw elements of the unit deployed in three separate operational
theatres and a complete domination of the 1st Brigade
Commander’s Trophy and sporting competition. Already
2010 is shaping up to be just as successful.
The Battalion is as fully manned as it can be with over
750 soldiers and officers, making us the largest Battalion
in the Regiment. B Coy is currently deployed to Malaysia
as Rifle Company Butterworth 89. They are engaging in a
wide range of arduous jungle training with the Malaysian
Army as well as more specialist courses. All reports are
that they are relishing the demanding training and performing to a good standard.
The remainder of the Battalion is focussing our main effort over the next few months on career and specialist
courses including the Supervisor Infantry Operations–
Section, M113 Driver and Crew Commander Courses,
Basic and Officer/NCO Mortar Course and Sniper
Course. We will also be conducting a large number of
Protected Mobility Vehicle (Bushmaster) courses in the
coming months. All personnel not currently involved in
these courses are involved in Section to Company level
training. This training is currently focussing on live fire
F88 and F89 ranges, conventional Infantry Minor Tactics,
a High Explosives weapons week and Urban training. In
the coming months we will also conduct training in calling
in indirect fire assets and conduct Exercise Rapid Tiger.
This exercise will train all members of the Battalion in the
full range of weapons and communications equipment
currently being used in Afghanistan. The culmination of
this initial training period for the year will be Quintus Cup,
a platoon competition including a wide range of military
skills that will allow all platoons in the Battalion to vie for
the coveted title of Champion Platoon.
As you may be aware, the Battalion has been tasked to
lead the Battle Group for the second Australian Mentoring
Task Force in Afghanistan (MTF2). We expect to concentrate as a Battle Group early in the Dry Season and deploy to Afghanistan before the end of the year. This deployment will obviously be the main effort for the Battalion
as two thirds of the unit will prepare for what should be a
challenging task in a complex and uncertain environment.
As you can see this shapes up to be a busy year for the
Tiger Battalion, and support from both family and friends
of the Battalion will be crucial to our success.
Finally, I would like to pass on congratulations from all of
the Battalion for the successful 45th Anniversary Reunion
that the association held earlier this year. We look forward to many more in the future.
DUTY FIRST
LTCOL Darren Huxley
Finally, I would like to reinforce my comments at the General Meeting that our Association is in good shape. Our
membership is still growing and we have a sound financial basis to effectively manage our affairs. The camaraderie, friendship and unity displayed at the reunion is indicative of our ongoing strength.
Roger Wainwright

SUB-UNIT FUNCTION PHOTOS
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AROUND THE STATES

QLD
As advised in previous editions of Tiger Tales, and at the
recent AGM, I have stepped down as the QLD Rep, and
the position is now vacant. If there is anyone with interest
in this task please contact me (details under Committee
Page 18) and I can fill you in on the requirements of the
position. It is not a big job and would take less than an
hour a month. The National Committee meets three or
four times a year in Victoria Barracks in Paddington
(Sydney) and it would be ideal but not obligatory for the
QLD Rep to attend.

QLD - Cont.
Bill and Lesley Parkes, Gary and Carol Townsend, Don
and Jan Treloar, Mike and Liz Wahl.
Rowdy was a special guest as he had trained the boys, in
preparation for SVN, before falling ill prior to embarkation
and being posted to 8 Pl when he rejoined the Battalion.
All present had an enjoyable and relaxed day with some
of them catching up with each other for the first time in
nearly 44 years.
Bruce Schmidtchen

ANZAC DAY 2010
5RAR will be marching in the second last position of the
RAR contingent this year. Look for the 5RAR banner.
FUP in the vicinity of the intersection of George and Charlotte Streets.

WA
BACK TO THE BUSH 2009

RAR step off time is 1100. After the delays getting us
under way last year I think they will be red hot this year,
so don’t be late.

This annual event was held from the 2nd – 9th November
2009 in the Wheatbelt town of Bruce Rock WA.

Post march activities will not be at Enoggera this year.
The usual buses to the 6RAR SGT Mess will not be running as the Mess is closed. We will have to find somewhere in the city for a post march drink. So give it some
thought and we can make a decision before we step off.

Many Veterans from around Australia attended with 246
Motor Homes, caravans and campers on the football oval,
and the Hotel/Motel and Caravan Park were completely
booked out. Early arrivals set up camp on Monday
2nd Nov.

The Brisbane march committee are saying that children
are not allowed to march with veterans this year. Not
sure how they are going to police that but it should be
interesting.

Melbourne Cup Day functions were held on
the Tuesday, with Veterans and local people together.

7 PLATOON 1st TOUR REUNION
On the Sunday of Reunion 2010, 14 members, and their
partners, who served with 7 Pl on the 1st Tour got together at the home of Gary and Carol Townsend, on the
Gold Coast. It was the first time that 7 Pl members had
held a reunion in their own right since RTA.

On the Wednesday buses were organised to take people
for a tour of the District. Bingo was held on both Wednesday and Thursday, and on Thursday night the local
School Children, Teachers and Parents held a concert at
the Amphitheatre.
Friday the Rifle and Trap Shoot was held, also Lawn
Bowls. Later that evening at the Amphitheatre was the
official welcome by the Shire President Mr Steven
Strange and a concert.
Our big day commenced at 8.30 the next morning with
Street Markets. The Avon Valley 10th Light Horse group
had their Mobile Museum on display.
The Challenge Band and Kalgoorlie Brass Band played
throughout the day.
At 2.30pm we formed up opposite the Cenotaph for the
March to the Anglican Church for relighting the candles at
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Peace Window, our
5RAR contingent marched proudly behind the new banner.

Those attending were; Alex and Maryanne Bernotas,
Keith Drew, Ron Edgar and Christina Fraser, Dick and
Maggie Erkelens, Ray Ferrier, Warren and Maxine Gosney, Rowdy and Elaine Hindmarsh, Bill and Val Hunt,
Alan and Marian McNulty, Harry and Kathleen Neesham,

The town folk put on a free BBQ, staring at 5.30pm, with
free drinks and entertainment with our own 5RAR member Lionel Morris performing. He really had the
crowd rocking.
After the free breakfast on Sunday many people said
goodbye with comments of how good the week was and
many comments about our New Banner which was well
liked by all.

AROUND THE STATES - Cont.
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TAS - Cont

WA - Cont
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 2009
The 5RAR Christmas Luncheon, on Thursday 10 December, was again held at 43 Below Bar/Café.
We had an excellent turnout and the lounge filled to capacity with 69 members and partners attending. This was
the best attendance we have had.
Good to see Wendy Godfrey, wife of the late Bob Godfrey, make the trip up from Waikiki, and all the members
who travelled from the south.
The meal put on by 43 Below was excellent as usual,
was that Terry Bates we saw gnawing on the Ham bone?
Many thanks to members who donated goods for the raffle especially Audrey Briggs who once again exceeded
with her generous, beautiful, hand made goods.

time but I do remember the feeling of pride we felt in having him as our Boss. His address to us at the Dinner created that same feeling of pride in him and our unit.
There are too many to name, but to all you blokes I
caught up with, great to see you all again.
On the last few days of our stay in Qld my wife and I travelled down to Evans Head in NSW and caught up with
Matthew John "Sailor" Mealing, it was great to catch up
with you again "Sailor". For those who didn't know, "Sailor
was the CQMS B Coy 1st tour, his time was cut short
when the "chopper " he was travelling in fell out of the
sky, seems some little VC decided to collect a reward for
shooting our poor CQ down.

Also to George Bullock for his beautifully hand crafted
Jarrah Clock which was auctioned. Thanks to these very
generous donations we raised a substantial amount
of money.
Ken Benson and myself presented a 5RAR Plaque to
Sandra Gastev, the Function Coordinator at 43 below for
the outstanding service to our members for all functions
which we have had there over the past few years. She
assured us it would be placed in a prominent position.
Everyone agreed it was a great day, one of the best we
have had.
Alan McNulty

TAS
Christmas in Tasmania was held at the West Tamar resort area of Grindelwald those attending were Julie and
Irvine Brooks, Lyn and Kevin Mulligan, Anne Youl and
Gerry Coret, David Brooks, Wendy and John Smee. Our
thanks go to Kevin who arranged the function at short
notice, well done mate. We must apologise to Julie and
Irvine for cutting the back of their heads in the photo, our
waitress is not a photographer!
On behalf of the Tasmanian members of the association I
would like to offer our congratulations to all those who
were involved in the organizing committee for our reunion
in Coolangatta, I don't believe they could be faulted in any
way, well done to all of you.
There were a number of highlights during the reunion,
meeting old mates after all this time, the Commemorative Address by Brigadier Stuart Smith AM, and of course
the closing address by our Patron and most respected
"Boss" Brigadier Colin Khan (Retd). I cast my mind back
to the stirring talk he gave us in 1970 when he outlined
his operational plan for the Battalion prior to ending our
tour, a very stirring and strong address to the troops, I
don't remember the exact words he used after all this

The Christmas in Tasmania group

Anzac Day is not far off so if any of you blokes in Tassie
intend to march as a unit please let me know ASAP.
Lunch will be at Kains Cafe Bar as normal.
John Smee

ACT
ANZAC DAY 2010
The ANZAC Dawn Service will be held at the Australian
War Memorial at 0530 hours.
The Anzac Day March details are as follows:

•

The RAR Association forms up on the left side of Anzac Parade between the Korean and Vietnam Memorials
on ANZAC Parade, from 0945 to 1015 hours. Keep an
eye out for the RAR Association banner. Be early and
take the time to chat with visitors and mates.

•

The March will begin at 1030 hours and conclude
around 1145 hours.
(Continued on page 10)
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THE KIDNAPPING OF COL JOYE

ACT - Cont.
(Continued from page 9)
This year, the RAR Association marshaling point on 25
April will be approximately where it was last year (around
position 35). Members and associates should plan to
congregate on ANZAC Parade, south of Blamey Crescent, but north of the Vietnam Memorial, no later than
1000 hrs. Please look out for the Regimental Banner.
Vehicles will be available for those who find it difficult to
march the distance. These vehicles will be located at the
top of ANZAC Parade, on the right hand side.
The format is similar to that of previous years and, once
again, the Australian War Memorial is providing tiered
seating for veterans following the march.
After the
march past when you reach the seating it is important
you follow the directions of the ushers and remember the
seating is for Veteran marchers only, not NOK. NOK can
obtain seating tickets by contacting the Australian War
Memorial.
After the march, the ACT Branch of the RAR Association
will, as usual, meet in the Carlton Room at Olims Hotel,
on Limestone Avenue, within easy walking distance from
the Australian War Memorial, for a few drinks, gophers
and some finger food.
The ACT Branch of the RAR Association hopes those
attending will be able to purchase tickets in a raffle of a
highly sought after signed Brumbies jumper. Lunch is
available for purchase from the hotel bistro.
Barry Morgan

THE YEARS MAKE NO DIFFERENCE
These two photos show that the 44 years between them
being taken have made no difference to the men who
appear in them.
The first, taken in October 1966 on the Nui
Thi Vai hills, show the
wounded Dave Riik
being supported by
(left) stretcher bearer
Ron Shoebridge and
(right) Stretch Bryan.

The second, which was
taken on 27 February
2010, at the C Coy Sub
-unit function of Reunion 2010, portrays
them in the same positions. Was it that Dave
needed support for
some other reason?

On the morning of 17 August 1966, the day prior to the
Battle of Long Tan, BHQ returned to the base from Operation Holsworthy and after cleaning weapons and general maintenance, I retired to the Sgt’s Mess for a fresh
meal and some fluid intake (not water).
During the conversations after lunch we could hear a concert taking place down on the ‘Dust Bowl’, so a plan was
hatched between me and Vince Cleary to kidnap the entertainers and bring them back to 5RAR, as so happened
it was Col Joye and Little Patti.
As we were leaving the
mess a vehicle, driven by
Smokey Dawson was passing, so we hijacked it and
ordered Smokey to take us
to the Dust Bowl, as we got
there the entertainment
party were all heading for
the helipad. We followed
and when the vehicles
stopped we raced forward,
with me to grab Col Joye
and Vince to get Little Patti.
Col was boarding the chopper when I grabbed his arm
and led him towards our
vehicle, telling him that
there was a change of plans. As Col and I climbed in the
back of the Landrover, Vince jumped in the front and
yelled, “Go”, with me thinking he had Little Patti.
Smokey headed for the 6RAR area as a decoy and then
we worked our way back to 5RAR lines. On arriving at
BHQ we hid Col in the Post Office with Sgt Gerry Brendish and later that evening the party moved to B Coy OR’s
canteen and from there to A Coy, where I understand Col
was rescued by Task Force.
During the night Col spent
most of his time in a weapon
pit, with a Sgt Smith of Ordnance Corps, as that was the
night the VC mortared Task
Force HQ.
As for myself, I hid for two
days, but was finally cornered
by an angry RSM, Les Foale,
and an even more irate Battalion 2IC, Stan Maizey.
After 43 years and 7 months I
thought this was all forgotten,
but thanks to Col, it has been
revived, thanks Col, Vince
and Smokey. One day all four
of us may have our own reunion.
Sgt Kevin “Tassie” Wass,
R.F.S. (Retired Fighting Soldier)

"I have always regarded the forward area of the battlefield as the most exclusive club in the world, inhabited by the
cream of the nation's manhood -- the men who actually do the fighting" -- Lt-Gen Sir Brian Horrocks, A Full Life (1960)

THE HISTORY OF 2/5th INFANTRY BATTALION
The 2/5th Battalion formed in Melbourne on 18 October
1939, as part of the 17th Brigade of the 6th Australian Division. The nucleus of the battalion was assembled in
ensuing days at the Royal Melbourne Showgrounds, but
its first drafts of recruits were not received until after it
moved to the newly-established camp at Puckapunyal on
2 November. Basic training was completed there prior to
the battalion’s departure for overseas service on 14 April
1940.
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ber 1942 but did not meet the Japanese in battle until the
end of January 1943, when it joined the force defending
Wau, in New Guinea. After much desperate fighting, the
Japanese around Wau were defeated in early February.
The 2/5th subsequently participated in the drive towards
Salamaua and was heavily engaged around Goodview
and Mount Tambu in July and August. After arriving back
in Australia at Cairns on 23 September 1943, the 2/5th
spent most of 1944 training in northern Queensland.
On 29 November 1944, the 2/5th disembarked at Aitape in
New Guinea for its last campaign of the war. It spent
much of the next seven months engaged mainly in arduous patrolling to clear the Japanese from the Torricelli
and Prince Alexander mountain ranges. It was still engaged in this role when the war ended on 15 August
1945. The battalion embarked to return to Australia on 1
December and disbanded at Puckapunyal in early February 1946. It was one of only two battalions that fought all
of Australia’s major enemies during the Second World
War.
2/5th Battalion Battle Honours

Members Of B Company, 2/5 Infantry Battalion, moving forward to
occupy a new position forward of Ilipem, cross the ridge previously bombed and strafed by Beaufort aircraft.

After arriving in the Middle East on 18 May 1940, the battalion undertook further training in Palestine and Egypt.
The 2/5th took part in its first campaign – the advance
against the Italians in eastern Libya – in January and
February 1941, and participated in successful attacks at
Bardia (3–5 January) and Tobruk (21–22 January). In
early April, the 2/5th, with the rest of the 6th Division, deployed to Greece to resist the anticipated German invasion. For the 2/5th, the Greek campaign was essentially
one long withdrawal from its initial defensive positions at
Kalabaka (occupied on 14 April) to the port of Kalamata,
from which it was evacuated on 27 April. A party of approximately 50 transport drivers were left behind in
Greece and became prisoners. A similar sized group
landed on Crete and, after fighting with the 17th Brigade
Composite Battalion, also suffered the same fate.
Back in Palestine, the 2/5th was given little respite. In
June and July 1941, it took part in the campaign in Syria,
including the climactic battle of Damour (6–10 July) that
sealed the defeat of the Vichy French forces. The battalion was destined to remain in Syria and Lebanon as part
of the garrison force there until January 1942. It left the
Middle East, heading for the war against Japan, on 10
March 1942. The 16th and 17th Brigades, however, were
diverted on the voyage home. From early March to early
July they defended Ceylon (present-day Sri Lanka) from
possible Japanese attack. The 2/5th finally disembarked in
Australia, at Melbourne, on 4 August 1942.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

North Africa
Bardia 1941
Capture of Tobruk
Syria 1941
Merjayun
Damour
Greece 1941
South-West Pacific 1942-1945
Wau
Bobdubi II
Mubo II
Mount Tambu
Komiatum
Liberation of Australian New Guinea
Perimbil
Balif
Yamul-Ulupu

Courtesy Australian War Memorial.
Editor’s Note; Three of the remaining members of the
2/5th Infantry Battalion Association, Fred Hoare, the President (NSW Branch), John Shingles and Tom Muggleton
MBE attended the Commemorative Service held on Monday 1 March 2010. Tom Muggleton also served with
5RAR on the Battalion’s 2nd Tour in 1969-70.
Fred, accompanied by his wife Val and John, accompanied by his partner Joan Walsh attended the 45th Anniversary Dinner held that evening.

The 2/5th deployed to Milne Bay, in Papua, in early OctoDISCLAIMER
The 5RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they
accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions
published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor.

IN MEMORIUM
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1735027 RICHARD JEFFREY HODGSON
15 July 1947 - 25 November 2009
We have been advised that Jeff “Teach” Hodgson passed away in Bundaberg, QLD, on the afternoon of Wednesday 25 November.
Teach as he was known was a well respected member of Tracker Platoon on the 2nd Tour. The
funeral was held on Monday 30th November at the Bundaberg Crematorium and after at the Vietnam Vets Drop In Centre.
Our thoughts go to his wife Liz and family.
Another Tiger Gone.

2790351 IAN JOHN JACKSON
30 April 1948 - 25 November 2009
Ian ‘Jacko’ Jackson passed away on Wednesday 25 November, he served with 7 Pl, C Coy, 5RAR on
the Battalion’s 2nd Tour. He was seriously wounded in the mine incident on 4th July 1969. He was treated
for his injuries, and the decision was made to retain him in Vietnam. Due to the trauma of the incident,
Jacko did not return to operational duties, and was retained at our Ap An Phu base, looking after Company hygiene for the remainder of the Battalion’s tour.
After the Battalion returned to Australia, Jacko was discharged and returned to his home town of Narrandera NSW. He stayed there for a short while, and moved to Sydney. Jacko was classified as TPI
many years ago, and lived in the TPI units at Canterbury Road, Belmore (Sydney). Jacko never married,
and is survived by a brother and sister, and five nephews and nieces.
Many will remember Jacko as a very quiet, solid bloke with black hair, slow moving, but always completed the task at hand. He had a very gentle manner. A good, steady bloke.
Jacko’s funeral was held at 1200 hours on Tuesday 1st December 2009, at the West Chapel of the Rookwood Memorial Gardens Crematorium.
Rest in Peace Jacko, your duty is done.

2790792 PETER ERIC HELLMRICH
11 May 1948 - 1 January 2010
It was March 1969 and another new double entry in the platoon roll book was made. Two reinforcements had arrived in 4Pl and were allocated to 1 section. With trepidation they guardedly
looked around for a welcoming grin as they settled in to the section. Both looked a little lost but
not unexpectedly so. One was Peter and the other Chas Exindaris; destined to be the firmest
of mates.
In the platoon, Peter was perhaps the most liked of us all yet he was also the most unpredictable. That many events passed him by with barely a glimmer of acknowledgement added to
the attraction. Some may call it unaware, yet unruffled may better describe his view of the
world. Generally nothing fazed him although he had been known to seek help from his best
mate to avoid his section commander’s wrath. In his most imploring voice he would ask for and
get attention, “please help me get organised Chas, I don’t think he likes me”.
Pete had the innate ability to commence a stock-take on the contents of his pack at almost every 10 minute smoko. I
suspect that he received more remedial personal advice and support than even I received from my batman. Malicious
and vindictive are words which could never be used in describing Pete. He was universally liked and happy to be the
brunt of some cutting comments, normally quickly regretted. How could anyone say anything bad to such a nice person? His physical attributes matched precisely his other life as a surfer. A shock of unruly blond hair topped a tanned
face from which peered the bluest of eyes. Add a dash of fleeting compassion and you have him to a tee. A nice bloke
to be around.
But perhaps more importantly, Pete did his job in the platoon to the best of his ability. He did not shirk or whinge, he simply did it. He fronted willingly for each operation, knowing well the more often the danger the higher the risk of personal
injury. Like us, he patrolled, ambushed, searched and bled. He did the yards with the rest of us and was firmly embedded as one of us.
Pete we will miss you. May the break be better second time around.

Moose Dunlop

IN MEMORIUM
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215060 GRAHAM MERVYN WEEKES
14 January 1946 - 21 January 2010
Private Graham Weekes, who served as a driver with the Transport Platoon on the Battalion’s
1st Tour, passed away peacefully on Thursday 21 January.
For the last two years Graham had been suffering from tumours on the liver, due to his worsening condition he had become worried that if he suffered a fall his wife, Reni, would not be able to
cope. To preclude these circumstances from arising, he requested to be moved into palliative
care where he went to sleep and did not awake.
Graham’s funeral was held on Thursday 28 January.
Now at rest.

WILLIAM HOWARD ASBURY
9 March 1945 - 3 February 2010
On Wednesday 3 February, William (Bill) Asbury passed away in Shepparton VIC. Bill
served with the Battalion in both A Company and Support Company in South Vietnam
from 8 May 1966 to 12 May 1967. We believe that Bill had been suffering from Parkinsons
Disease.
A Funeral Service was held for Bill at the Owen Mohan Memorial Chapel, in Shepparton,
Victoria on Monday 8 February with Donations to Parkinsons Victoria in lieu of floral tributes.
Rest Easy Bill.

MICHAEL GREGORY MASSIE
14 May 1947 - 10 February 2010
On Tuesday, 16 February 2010, I attended an overflow funeral ceremony for former Tiger veteran Michael Massie at the Altona Crematorium along with members of his family
and civilian friends; a number of Collingwood supporters; and elements of the Vietnam
Veteran’s Fraternity from all parts of Australia, and in particular a strong representation
from his Noble Park RSL Comrades. We celebrated the life of an all-round good bloke
who turned out to be a diamond with many dimensions. Michael was a soldier, a husband (more than once), a dearly beloved parent; he was also a poet (moves are currently afoot to have his poetry published); he was a one-eyed Collingwood supporter –
‘Go Pies’; and he was a mate with a wicked sense of humour and a clever turn of
phrase. Michael spent more than 20 years in the Australian Regular Army; however
what is unusual about the Massie family is that he had one brother who made a career of serving in the RAN and another brother who made a career of serving in the RAAF.
Michael served in Vietnam in D Company, 5RAR from February 1969 until March 1970. Michael’s former Company
Commander paid this tribute to him:
Mick was a valued member of headquarters D Coy 5RAR in Vietnam, where he served for several months as
the company radio operator. There was no glamour in the job, just constant demand, physical hardship and little
sleep, together with having to relay information accurately and stay as calm as possible in tense and confusing
circumstances. Despite all the difficulties, Mick was cheerful and popular and I could always rely on him. He
served the nation with honour and pride, and I am privileged to have served with him. — Major General
Murray Blake AO MC, (Retd).
Ah, good one Muzz – and all of us at the 5th Battalion RAR Association extend our most heartfelt sympathy and condolences to Michael’s wife Kathy (who brought mutual meaning and happiness to the last 7 years of his life), and his loving
sons who have been blessed with a wonderful role model memory to accompany them throughout the rest of their
lives. Michael, your work here is done – you may now stand down. Rest in Peace my friend.
As a post-script, Kathy’s brother Bill Edwards served with 5RAR in B Coy on the first tour and was seriously wounded in
the final months there; and special mention is due to Tony ‘Skeeta’ Speelman who served in Vietnam with Michael, for
loyalty and friendship above and beyond the call of duty.
Doug Bishop
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JOHN SMEE’S MOTLEY CREW

5RAR PAST AND PRESENT
Peter Isaacs stayed with us recently and I took him up to
our RAR Association (SA) Inc Club of which I am President. Unbeknown to many, I had been working behind the
scenes with the OC of the Junior Leaders Course, at
Hampstead Barracks, for their course to come down to
our Club rooms to have a drink and a meal. The visit had
to be on a fairly ‘need to know’ basis because Trooper
Mark Donaldson, VC, was on the course and we didn’t
want a media scrum at the club. He has been hounded
since his award and all he wanted to do was to have a
quiet drink with his student mates and he certainly managed to do that.

The young and the very old Tigers.

Trooper Donaldson
is a fantastic young
man, feet on the
ground and what
you would expect
as a young role
model and Young
Australian of the
Year. His VC citation is quite extraordinary.

Mark spent the time
freely mixing and talking with the club members present
and with his mates from the course. He also expressed
some productive views about the tourism opportunities in
Afghanistan.
I thought this photo
to be very appropriate, it shows (l-r)
PTE
Augustine
Klarner,
Robert
’Dogs’
Kearney,
Peter Isaacs, myself
and
LCPL
Shaun Miller. Two
of the original members of 5RAR Recon Pl, two young
members of the
current 5RAR Recon Pl and the Adjt/Assistant Ops Officer from 5RAR first tour who tried unsuccessfully to keep
the first platoon commander of 5RAR Recon out of the
brown stuff on more than one occasion.
Mike von Berg
Recon Platoon 1966-67

Thirty minutes of brisk walking each day can help prevent
chronic heart disease, diabetes and some forms of cancer.

John Smee leads his Monday Motley Crew on their walk.

It is for these reasons, and the opportunity to meet once a
week, that 400 people have registered with one of the 40
Heart Foundation walking groups in the state.
There are no Monday blues for close-knit Launceston
group Monday Motley Crew – the second Heart Foundation walking group established in Tasmania.
The free community-based walking group is led by volunteer walk organiser John Smee (5RAR Assn Tassie Representative) who takes the small group on a walk each
Monday morning through East Launceston streets.
The group has been nominated for The Examiner Smart
Communities Award.
Heart Foundation health promotions officer Shannon Anis
said the walking group was suitable for people of all ages
and fitness levels.
She said the social networking and regular foundation
newsletters registered walkers received were just as
beneficial as the health aspects.
To get involved in a walking group in your area, phone
1300 362-878 or visit the Heart Foundation website,
www.heartfoundation.org.au/walking
The Examiner Smart Communities Award recognises
those who have positively contributed to their community.
This includes schools that have taken on community projects, businesses that have found innovative ways of
working with their communities or community groups that
have made an impact at regional level.
Excerpt from The Examiner, Launceston,
Matt Maloney, Photo by Neil Richardson

Seeking Active Servicemen and Servicewomen — Essendon / Moonee Ponds / Keilor East
Penleigh and Essendon Grammar School wishes to mark the service and sacrifice of all former students who served
Australia in conflicts and peacekeeping operations.
Active Servicemen and Servicewomen who attended Penleigh and Essendon Grammar School, Essendon Grammar
School, Northern Grammar School, Penleigh Presbyterian Girls’ School, Penleigh Presbyterian Ladies’ College and St
Thomas’ Grammar School are encouraged to contact the PEGS School Archivist: Brigid Cooper, PO Box 417, Niddrie,
Vic, 3042, at 9016 2182 or archives@pegs.vic.edu.au
Brigid Cooper

PURE MASSACRE
AUSSIE SOLDIERS REFLECT ON THE RWANDAN GENOCIDE,
by KEVIN O’HALLORAN
“This book is not the creation of an academic, an NGO, a
senior military officer or a diplomat. This book is instead
the account of an outstanding soldier, and that of his courageous peacekeeping comrades who served with him in
Rwanda. In my view, soldiers who put their lives on the
line to do the job for us deserve the right to describe
events from their own perspectives, and in Pure Massacre their recollections are often harsh towards the UN and
the whole peace keeping enterprise. The fact that their
stories are totally uninhibited by political correctness also
makes the account of UNAMIR II a refreshing change.”
From the foreword written by Major General (retired) Guy
Tousignant. United Nations Force Commander, UNAMIR
II. Guy Tousignant replaced Romeo Dallaire as Force
Commander in August 1994 and also served as assistant
Secretary-General of that mission.
Rwanda is no stranger to
violence. In 1994, an orgy of
killing swept across the tiny
land-locked nation and
genocide, the size and magnitude unseen since the
Hitler horrors of WWII,
erupted. Around one million
men, women and children
were mercilessly shot,
hacked to death or burnt
alive.
To alleviate the suffering
and restore order to shattered lives, a group of Australian UN peacekeepers,
made up of soldiers and army medical personnel, was
sent to Rwanda under a United Nations mandate. These
Australians would be exposed to a lack of humanity they
were not prepared for and found hard to fathom.
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died during and immediately after the massacre at
Kibeho, but as Pure Massacre testifies, the suffering and
tragedy is embedded in their memories.
“I met with the Interhamwe leaders and when I shook
their hand, they were cold, not cold as in temperature,
cold as if another body, although they had a human form
their eyes were not human. Their eyes were reflecting the
most evil I could ever imagine. It was being personified
and
that
personification
was
the
d evil”
Lieutenant-General Roméo Dallaire, Force Commander,
United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda 1994
“On The 22nd April 1995, a crowd of refugees seeking
shelter from a storm was fired upon by the Rwandan Patriotic Army. The horror of what followed defies description. However, that horror provided a setting for conduct,
on the part of the Australians at Kibeho, which adds lustre
to the proud history of Australia’s service personnel in
their country’s cause in war and peace.”
Sir William Deane, former Governor General 1996-2001
Note: Sgt Kevin O'Halloran was a Pl Sgt with B Coy
2RAR in Rwanda during February - August 1995 and also
served with 2/4RAR in Townsville; at one time being the
Aslt Pnr Pl Sgt.
The main relevance to 5RAR Association is that 5/7RAR
had some mechanised vehicles in Rwanda with UNAMIR
2 from20 Feb 95 to 24 Aug 95, to provide some protection
to the infantry. It was the first mechanised operational
deployment for 5/7RAR and this is why Rwanda is on our
new banner. Without reading this new book it is not
known if the role of 5/7RAR is mentioned. This book includes 32 pages of coloured photos.
ISBN: 978-0-9803251-8-8

5RAR RSM ON HONOURS LIST

On 22nd April 1995, the daily horror and tragedy they had
witnessed escalated out of control. At a displaced persons’ camp in Kibeho, in full view of the Australian soldiers, over 4,000 unarmed men, women and children died
in a hail of bullets, grenades and machete blades at the
hands of the Rwandan Patriotic Army. Constrained by the
UN peacekeeping Rules of Engagement, these Australians could only watch helplessly and try to assist the
wounded under the gaze of the trigger-happy killers.

In this years Australia Day
Honours list, WO1 Craig
Howe, the RSM of 5RAR,
has been awarded the
Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) for Meritorious
Service as the RSM of
10/27RSAR from 2006-2007
and 5RAR from 2008-2009.

Pure Massacre is a record of what happened during this
peacekeeping mission. Kevin “Irish” O’Halloran, a Platoon
Sergeant at the time, stresses the weaknesses of the UN
charter and what happens when “good men do nothing”.
He pulls together the perspectives of those Australian
soldiers who served in Rwanda at this time. Pure Massacre gives a new and personal voice to the Kibeho Massacre.

The 5RAR Association
would like to extend it’s congratulations to WO1 Howe.

It takes a special type of bravery, discipline and compassion to do what these soldiers did. Little did they know,
when the second tour of Rwanda was over, that they
would be the highest decorated UN peacekeeping contingent since the Korean War. For many, their service in
Rwanda would come with a personal toll. No Australians

Big Sky Publishing

At the 45th Anniversary Dinner, Craig proposed an excellent Toast to the Fallen of
5RAR.

WO1 Craig Howe OAM
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TROJAN’S TREK 2009

Veterans know the feeling of being lost in a society which
does not empathise or remotely understand the issues
which result from combat or exposure to danger for long
periods. It is frustrating and in time often becomes debilitating. This may result in the individual’s withdrawal from
society, having come to the conclusion that no one cares
or understands. It happened to many Vietnam veterans
and we tribal elders do not want to see that experience
repeated by our successors. Besides, it is the often overlooked families who suffer most.
The latest venture of the RAR Association SA was to run
a program to support our brothers-in-arms, but this time
aimed at younger men from recent conflicts. The project
was named Trojan’s Trek after the success of similar 90s
projects of the same name. It was funded by DVA, Dept
of Families and Community SA and the RSL through the
“Raise a Glass scheme.” The program was of five days’
duration and based at Moolooloo Station in the North Flinders Ranges of SA. The 5th battalion was well represented on the staff. The project director was Moose
Dunlop OAM (5 RAR) who selected a very competent
team to undertake the challenge. They were Minnie
Dunlop (5 RAR wife) Colin Cogswell MM (5 RAR), Shane
Bolton, chef; John Kendall (1 RAR), and Tim Karasoulas
(5 RAR). Andrew Badenoch, Director of Morgan and Hay
and Lou Khorasanee clinical psychologist with SA Police
assisted with program design and evaluation. Dogs Kearney (5 RAR) and Hanger Henschke (RAE) were responsible for the program delivery which Dogs had in part developed over many years in his role as the senior leadership
trainer with the Country Fire Service SA.

closed room counselling sessions are nowhere near as
effective as the approach adopted by those involved in
TT.
For that they are to be congratulated.”
Participant 09.
One of the side benefits of the program was that the participants realized that they are not alone in their trials and
as a result many firm friendships were forged. The program is being independently evaluated by the Australian
Centre for Post Traumatic Mental Health and the results
are expected about Xmas.
The recent RAR Association national conference was
provided with a presentation on the project. It included
powerful and irrefutable evidence of the project’s success
from two of the participants and their partners. There is
no doubt that the concept is a valuable adjunct to other
forms of treatment and should be explored fully with a
view to its expansion to assist others.
Moose Dunlop OAM
B Coy 1969-70

DIGGERS’ 700 MILES
NUI DAT (South Vietnam), May 5 1967.
Australian soldiers of t he 5 th B a t ta l io n , n ow
resting on board the troopship Sydney on
their way Home, walked an average of 700 miles
e a c h o n p a t r o l i n V i e t nam.
Army authorities at Nui Dat gave this estimate
to-day.
When the battalion arrived in South Vietnam last
year, the troops of the 5th Battalion spearheaded
the drive i nt o Phu oc T u y pro v inc e a nd es ta bl is hed the b ase c a m p a t N u i D a t d u r i n g operation "Hardihood."
Following the departure of the battalion for home,
army authorities here have attempted to compile a
"statistical year" on its operations.
The figures show the battalion spent 80 per cent of
its time on operations in the field.
Of the 20 per cent of the time spent in base camp,
infantrymen spent five out of seven nights on picket
duty - in which a soldier spends four hours on
guard.
It conducted 18 full batt a l i o n o p e r a t i o n s , n o t
counting operations when companies from the battalion
were used in support of the 6th Battalion.

The crew in the bush. Rear: Hanger, Alby, Moose, George, Brad,
Dave, Clayto, Swanney, Dave & Dogs. Front: Andrew, Townie and
Rhino near the fire.

How did it go? “Brilliant,” according to the veterans who
participated, and the outcomes were better than one
would ever have anticipated in spite of poor weather conditions. The following quote says it all,

““The TT program is in my opinion a very effective tool
in shifting perspective and allowing returned servicemen to ‘re-boot’ their heads and commence the path to
becoming well again. I am now of the opinion that

Operations
It also pioneered the Australians' specialised cordon
and search techniques for villages.
During the year, the battalion lost 25 men, with 83
w o u n d e d . I n r e t u r n , i t s soldiers killed 70 Viet
Cong, wounded 96 and took 52 prisoners.—AAP.
"I hate the business of war -- the horror, the waste, the
destruction, the inefficiency."
-- General Sir John Monash, War Letters (1935)

GUNDAGAI’S
VIETNAM WAR MEMORIAL
After travelling Oz for 8 years in our caravan, Maggie and
I decided to settle in little old Gundagai (where the dog
sits on the Tuckerbox) in 2008.
When it came to Long Tan day I noticed I had nowhere to
place a wreath honouring our men.
After joining the local RSL I brought up at the meeting
that we should have a Vietnam Memorial. The idea was
tossed around with the members and Vietnam Vets who
lived here. We agreed to come up with a design. So I
went home and put pencil to paper and a monument was
born. I feel proud to say they went whole heartedly with
my design.
With the help requested from Veterans Affairs, the Ladies
Auxiliary, the RSL Sub-Branch and donations from the
people of Gundagai, we were able to have it produced
and erected.
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NOTICES
MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes
and amendments to your contact details should
be forwarded to:
The Secretary, 5 RAR Association, 31 Kenilworth
St, Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022. Tel; 02 93871409.

ROOTY HILL ANNUAL REUNION
A reunion of all 5RAR members is held at the Rooty Hill
RSL Club, NSW, on 18 August (Long Tan Day) each
year.
For information contact Phil Woolley (02) 4981-9408

TIGER TALES ARCHIVES
The Back Issues of Tiger Tales, from August 1987 to December 2010, are now on the 5RAR Association Website.
These are stored in the PDF file format for ease of viewing or downloading to your computer. You will find them
under the 5RAR Association Newsletter, TIGER TALES
banner on the Contents Page.

STATE REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED
We are in need of two volunteers (and I know the soldiers
adage of ‘don’t ever volunteer’), we have no State Representatives for either the Australian Capital Territory or
Queensland.
The Dedication and opening of both the Vietnam Memorial and The Walk of Honour at Anzac Grove took place in
2009. Over 500 people came for the opening, and 85
Vietnam Vets turned up for the unveiling of the Memorial.
I am now in the process of designing the WW2 Monument
to be ready for VP Day.
Next time you are down our way, please call in and have
a look at our Vietnam Memorial which is located in Anzac
Park, Landon St, Gundagai, NSW.
Dick Erkelens,
7 Pl C Coy 1966/67

REUNION RAFFLE RESULTS
The results of the Reunion 2010 Raffle, drawn on Friday
26th February, are as follows;
• 1st Prize. Robert Slater, Brighton, QLD. A Coy.
• 2nd Prize. David Thompson, Robina, QLD. B Coy.
• 3rd Prize. Raymond Bolitho, Ascot Vale, VIC. A Coy.
• 4th Prize. Kevin Maynard, Penguin, TAS. D Coy.
• 5th Prize. Malcolm Lyons, Deception Bay, QLD. D Coy
Congratulations to the winners and our thanks to all of
you who bought tickets.

In the ACT, Barry Morgan has decided to retire, after almost nine years in the position, and is hoping that someone will step up to take his place.
Bruce Schmidtchen, a National Committee Member, has
been acting as the temporary QLD Representative after
Kel Ryan resigned due to increased involvement in ESO’s
such as the RAR Assoc.
The duties are not onerous and if you feel that you could
contribute, in either of these positions, please contact
either Barry or Bruce whose contact details are shown on
page 18.

ASSOCIATION DUES TO RISE IN 2011
It was announced at the General Meeting, held on Saturday 27 February, that the 5RAR Association membership
fees would rise from $30 to $50 for the three year period.
This is necessary to cover the increased cost of producing Tiger Tales and other ongoing Association operating
expenses.
Even with this increase, we still have one of the lowest
membership fees of any of the Battalion Associations.
The new fee will come due and payable on the first day of
the next membership period, beginning on 1 March 2011
to 28 February 2014.

Remit this form and payment due to:

Please indicate use of this form

The Treasurer
5 RAR Association
31 Kenilworth St
BONDI JUNCTION NSW 2022
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Joining / Renewing
Membership
Change of Details
Purchase of Memorabilia

All membership queries or amendments are to go to the Treasurer/Membership Officer (see below)
Surname:

Christian Names:

Known As:

Current Membership Period;

1 March 2008 - 28 February 2011

Memorabilia
Regimental No:

Partners Name:

Home Ph:

Business Ph:

Address:

State:

Membership Dues to 28/2/2011

Rank:

Mobile:

Suburb/Town:

P/Code:

O/S

Email:

Brief history of association/link with 5RAR including Sub-Unit:

Price
$

30

Vietnam Task

M

$

30

The Year of the Tigers (Ed. 3)

L

$

65

Honour Roll

M

$

35

5 Bn History DVD

S

$

30

Caps

S

$

15

Ties

S

$

30

Lapel Badge - New Style

S

$

6

TAC Plates

S

$

20

5 RAR Plaque

L

$

50

Car Sticker - New Tiger Head

S

$

5

Car Sticker - Old Tiger Head

S

$

3

Qty

Amount

Overseas Postage (see below)
Grand Total:

$

The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.
Items marked S - $1, M - $5 and L $10 per item.
Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5RAR Association, to the address above,
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au include your Surname & Initials as the reference.
Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5RAR Association. Bank: CBA. BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756
Your Committee Members and State Representatives.
Patron

President

Vice President

Secretary

Brig. Colin Khan DSO

Col. Roger Wainwright

Maj. John Miller CVO, AM, MBE

Mr. Geoff Pearson

Ph: 02 6257 7249

Ph: 02 6295 6204

Ph: 02 9938 6312

Ph: 02 9524 3177

Mob: 0414 713 720

Mob: 0409 588 935

Mob: 0419 252 130

Mob: 0417 223 001

roger.w@netspeed.com.au

jandemiller@bigpond.com.au

gp@rbimports.com.au

Treasurer/Membership Officer

Memorabilia Officer

Committee Member

Committee Member

Lt Col. Ron Hamlyn

Maj. Bryan Schafer

Trevor Carter

Bruce Schmidtchen

Ph: 02 9387 1409

Ph: 02 9605 5841

Ph: 02 9587 9670

Ph: 07 3862 1158

Mob: 0407 669 221

Mob: 0412 432 464

Mob: 0427 101 516

Mob: 0419 485 592

hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au

blues@tadaust.org.au

Trevor.Carter@defence.gov.au

brucesc@bigpond.net.au

Committee Member

Committee Member

Brian Budden

Geoffrey Luck

Ph: 02 9525 0355 (W)

Ph: 02 9982 6053

Mob: 0418 769 954

Mob: 0417 447 508

krikse2@hotmail.com

g_j_luck@tpg.com.au

Tiger Tales Editor
Ph: 07 5572 5935

-

Gary Townsend

Mob: 0412 767 975

Webmaster

garyt.5rar@gmail.com

P O Box 5011, Q Supercentre, QLD, 4218
ACT Representative

-

Ted Harrison

Ph: 03 9762 4283 Mob: 0403 907 775
Webmaster@5rar.asn.au

NSW Representative

QLD Representative

SA/NT Representative

Lt Col. Barry Morgan

Bruce Schmidtchen

Barry Ryan

Ph: 02 6255 4531

Ph: 07 3862 1158

Ph: 08 8341 0364

Mob: 0419 884 078

Mob: 0419 485 592

bm126489@bigpond.net.au

brucesc@bigpond.net.au

lynneryan@austarnet.com.au

TAS Representative

VIC Representative

WA Representative

John Smee

Doug Bishop

Alan McNulty DCM

Ph: 03 6343 4243

Ph: 03 9744 5035

Ph: 08 9304 1333

Mob: 0407 830 264
johnsmee1@bigpond.com

Mob: 0437 653 577
doug.bishop@internode.on.net

Mob: 0417 914 309
alanmarian@4u.com.au
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NEW 5RAR ASSN ITEMS
Brian Budden, of Rebel Graphics, has again done a great
job with the design and production of two new items in
the 5RAR Association Memorabilia range.
Firstly there is a new lapel
badge. This badge, (20mm X
13mm, shown here in larger
size) uses the official 5RAR
Colour Patch with the Tiger-V
and is now inclusive of the
current generation of Tigers.
Secondly there is a new Car
Sticker, again to include the
Post-Vietnam members. The
design is the Tiger-V on a
gold background, with a
black border showing the
words; “FIFTH BATTALION
THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN
REGIMENT ASSN”
To order either of these new items, or any other memorabilia, see the order form on page 18.

NEW MEMBERS DEC 2009-MAR 2010
Regt No

Given Names

Surname

Tour

Suburb/Town

2789983

Harold James

Amor

2

Curra

4720687

Ian Michael

Burner

2

Port Neill

Rodney Cameron

Hawkins

54856
14839

1/2

State
QLD
SA

Chapel Hill

QLD

Richard James

Johns

1

Fairy Meadow

NSW

2781501

John Jesse

Kay

1

Caloundra

QLD

5716716

John David

McCullagh

2

Bedford

WA

138058

Robert John

Penny

2

Coomera

QLD

2789752

Bruce John

Ritchie

2

Munruben

QLD

5713719

Murray John

Saunders

1

Collie

WA

53652
1200381

George Alexander

Smith

1/2

Glen Douglas

Smith

Aust

Fern Bay

NSW

Queanbeyan

NSW

1200748

Stephen John

Stinson

2

Christchurch

262205

Peter Macquarie

Toms

2

Medowie

NSW

3786730

Neil Francis

Twyford

1

Lavington

NSW

ORIGIN OF “THE LAST POST”
There is a story going around that the Americans started
the tradition and developed the words to The Last Post in
1852. This is quite inaccurate. The English were playing
The Last Post in the 1600s, some 150 years prior. The
following is the correct and accurate history of
The Last Post.
The Last Post is one of a number of bugle calls in military
tradition which mark the phases of the day. Where
"Reveille" signalled the start of a soldier's day, the "Last
Post" signalled its end. It is believed originally to have
been part of a more elaborate routine, known in the British Army as "tattoo", that had its origins in the 17th century. During the evening, a duty officer had to do the
rounds of his unit's position, checking that the sentry
posts were manned and rounding up the off-duty soldiers
and packing them off to their beds or billets. He would be
accompanied by one or more musicians. The "first post"
was sounded when the duty officer started his rounds
and, as the party proceeded from post to post, a drum
was played. The drum beats told off-duty soldiers it was
time to rest - if the soldiers were billeted in a town, the
beats told them it was time to quit the pubs. "Tattoo" is a
derivation of doe den tap toe, Dutch for "turn off the taps",
a call which is said to have followed the drum beats in
many a Dutch pub while English armies were campaigning through Holland and Flanders in the 1690s. (It is also
from this routine that American practice of "taps" or "drum
taps" originated.) Another bugle call was sounded when
the party completed their rounds, when they reached the
"last post": This signalled the night sentries were alert at
their posts and gave one last warning to any soldiers still
at large that it was time to retire for the evening. "Last
Post" was incorporated into funeral and memorial services as a final farewell and symbolises that the duty of
the dead is over and that they can rest in peace.

NZ

FOUND ITEMS
A ring, bracelet and sash were found after the Reunion
Dinner, if you have lost one of these items please contact
Gary Townsend, who’s details are on page 18.

THE KING LIVES?
Russ Quinn, Section Commander of 4 Sec 8 Pl C Coy,
1st Tour, enjoyed the experience of being entertained by
Col Joye at the Anniversary
Dinner. He also managed to
have the unique opportunity
of sharing a drink with ‘The
King’, Elvis, at the Twin
Towns Services Club during
the Reunion.

THE WORDS TO THE LAST POST
Come home! Come home! The last post is sounding
for you to hear. All good soldiers know very well there
is nothing to fear while they do what is right, and forget
all the worries they have met in their duties through the
year. A soldier cannot always be great, but he can be a
gentleman and he can be a right good pal to his comrades in
his squad. So all you soldiers listen to this - Deal fair by all
and you'll never be amiss.
Be Brave! Be Just! Be Honest and True Men!
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45th ANNIVERSARY DINNER VENUE

An overhead view of the dinner venue before the majority of people had entered.

A example of the table dressing, including the Souvenir Place-mats and Coasters, generously supplied by Brian Budden
and Rebel Graphics, thank you again Brian. The Place-mats and Coasters were so well received by the members, that
at the end of the night, one solitary Coaster was left on a table, this coaster now has pride of place on the desk of Peter
Hayward, the Event Manager of the Gold Coast Convention and Entertainment Centre.

Paul McQueen took this excellent photo of the dinner guests enjoying the food, refreshments and the photo slideshow.

