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PROUD TIGERS IN TIMOR LESTE 
Some Tigers of the Timor Leste Battle Group V proudly show the 5 RAR Association - NT banner. They are of members 
of I42 (current designation of one of the platoons in Delta Company), currently the QRF (Quick Reaction Force, in our 
day we called it the Ready Reaction Force) platoon, with their APCs in Timor Leste. 

The second photo shows some of the same group in front of 'Hoppies Bar', a tribute to Cpl Matthew Hopkins (see inset 
photo),  that they built in their lines at Camp Phoenix, Dili. On 16 March this year Cpl Hopkins was Killed in Action in a 
Taliban ambush at a village about 12km north of the Australian base at Tarin Kowt, in the Baluchi Valley in Afghanistan. 
Matt had previously served with many of the Delta Com-
pany boys when 5 and 7 RAR were 5/7 RAR.  
On their own initiative, the Delta Boys decided to pay 
homage to Matt, by constructing the bar in 
their own time from their own re-
sources. As diggers through the 
years have d o n e  t h e y 
scrounged, b e g g e d  o r 
bought the materials they 
needed and the construction 
was com- pleted by a few 
dab hands within the Pla-
toon, result- ing in a pretty 
p ro fess iona l finish. 
It may not be much as far as big city 
bars go, but it is a fitting tribute and memorial for a man 
considered by the men he served with to be an excellent 
soldier and mate who was fond of a beer. 
Timor Leste Battle Group V returned from Timor Leste to 
Darwin in June of this year. 
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The 5RAR Association 45th Anniversary Reunion 2010 is now not very far away, planning is almost completed and we 
look forward to an enjoyable and successful reunion. This reunion is open to all financial 5RAR Association members. 
An Attendance Form and Memorabilia Order Form is included as an insert in this Tiger Tales issue. It also is available in 
PDF Format on the 5RAR Website or by contacting Gary Townsend on (07) 5572-5935 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com 
Next-of-Kin of 5RAR’s Killed-in-Action during the two tours of Vietnam are invited to attend all functions as guests of the 
5RAR Association. The Association will meet the costs of these functions for you or for a nominated next of kin from 
your family.  We regret however that we cannot meet the costs of partners that may accompany you. Accommodation 
and travel costs will be the responsibility of the invited guests. 
5RAR Association Members, ‘Next-of-Kin’ of members deceased since Return-to-Australia, Members of supporting 
Units and guests have three choices of attending this reunion:  

1. Attending all the functions to be held at Twin Towns Services Club at a cost of $70 per person.  
2. Attending the Reunion 2010 Dinner at the Gold Coast Convention Centre at a cost of $110 per person.  
3. Attending all of these functions at a cost of $180 per person.  

Reunion Name Badges will be used to identify all Members, Guests, Next-of-Kin and ex-members of supporting units 
who have paid for the functions to be held at Twin 
Towns Services Club, the Reunion 2010 Dinner at 
the Gold Coast Convention Centre or all of these 
functions.  
This Reunion will run over a period of 4 days from 
Friday 26 February until Monday 1 March 2010 
with functions occurring, with possible minor 
amendments, in the sequence that follows; 

Friday 26 February.  
• 10:00 to 14:00 hours — Registration and 

collection of Information Package and 
Name Badges (Badges will be required 
for entry to each function). Terraces 
Room, Twin Towns Services Club, Tweed 
Heads, NSW.  

• 15:00 to 18:00 hours — Meet and Greet 
and Welcome Function, Stars Room, Twin 
Towns Services Club. Finger food and four 
free drinks supplied (by Coupon, Excluding 
Spirits) and then Cash Bar operates. Strict 
access control by Name Badge. 

Saturday 27 February. 
• 09:00 to 10:30 hours — 5RAR Association 

General Meeting, Anzac Room, Twin 
Towns Services Club. Tea, Coffee and bis-
cuits supplied. 

• 11:00 to 13:00 hours — Collection of pre-
ordered Memorabilia, Terraces Room, Twin 
Towns Services Club. 

• 13:00 to 17:00 hours — Sub-unit Functions, 
room allocations to be advised, Twin Towns 
Services Club. Finger food supplied and 
Cash Bar operates. Both Tours combined 
into Company groups, members who 
served with more than one sub-unit can 
move between groups. Strict access con-
trol by Name Badge. 

Sunday 28 February. 
• Free day to arrange your own activities i.e. 

sightseeing, social activities, shopping, golf, 

AT REUNION 2010 
45th ANNIVERSARY  

OF 5RAR 

Image Courtesy of Brian Budden and Rebel Graphics 
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DISCLAIMER 
The 5RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they 
accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions 
published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Association, the National Committee or the Editor. 

bowls, etc. 

Monday 1 March. 
• 10:00 to 11:00 hours — Memorial Service and Dedication of Plaque to 5RAR members, Chris Cunningham Park, 

immediately adjacent to Twin Towns Services Club, Tweed Heads. Limited seating available, tea, coffee and bis-
cuits supplied.  

• 18:30 to 22:30 hours — 45th Anniversary Dinner, Gold Coast Convention Centre, Broadbeach, QLD. 3 course sit 
down dinner including a drinks package of red wine, white wine, sparkling wine, beers, soft drink and juice. This 
venue requires final guest totals at least 6 weeks prior to the dinner so, unfortunately no bookings can be ac-
cepted after 31 December 2009. Strict access control by Colour Coded Name Badge. Bus transport from 
Tweed Heads to the Convention Centre, and return, will be provided at minimal cost to attendees. This Dinner will 
be the closing function of Reunion 2010. 

*  *  *  *  *   

For your accommodation at the Reunion in 2010 follow one and ONLY one of these suggestions: 
1. SALT Reunion Central can organise your accommodation for you at any of their group of associated hotels and 

motels.  Their accommodation rates are heavily discounted.  If you wish to use SALT Reunion Central for your 
accommodation needs, go to the SALT site (http://salt.affordableholidays.com.au/salt/reunion_central/) and com-
plete the required detail, or contact Sharon Johnson on 1300 797 577 or by email at 
SALT@affordableholidays.com.au.  You purchase an accommodation voucher from them, which comes off your 
accommodation costs, and they will arrange your accommodation for you.  Their vouchers are only of use if you 
are arranging your accommodation through SALT Reunion Central. If you wish to receive no further mailings from 
SALT Reunion Central, click on the “Unsubscribe” link on their email and you will be removed from their database. 

2. Outrigger Twin Towns Resort is part of the Twin Towns Club complex, the hosting venue of the majority of the 
reunion activities. The resort boasts stylishly appointed hotel rooms and fully self-contained one, two and three 
bedroom suites and penthouses across the Ocean and Harbour Towers. Rooms feature private balconies and 
most with sensational views. Outrigger Twin Towns Resort is offering heavily discounted accommodation rates to 
our Association members attending the 5RAR Reunion 2010. If you wish to stay at this resort you will have be 
quick, as over three quarters of the rooms allocated for 5RAR Association members have already been 
booked. Contact Erica Sellinger, Group Accommodation Coordinator at twintowns.conf@outrigger.com.au or (07) 
5506 6281. If you are staying at Twin Towns you DO NOT need to contact or register with SALT Reunions.   

3. You may make your own arrangements and stay wherever you like, without contacting either SALT Reunion Cen-
tral or Outrigger Twin Towns Resort. Page 5 shows a list of caravan parks in the surrounding areas. 

  *  *  *  *   

Reunion 2010 Memorabilia: (See page 4) 

Your order and payment must be received by 25 August 2009, if you do not order by this date you will 
not be able to have a physical reminder of this event as there will be no memorabilia sales at Reunion 
2010. This deadline is essential to enable items to be manufactured and supplied without incurring an additional 25% 
price increase due to air freight costs. 

CoolDry Fabric Polo Shirt (S to XXXL)         $30.00                   Polar Fleece Sleeveless Vest (S to XXXL)  $45.00 
 Coffee Mug                                                   $12.00  Stubby Cooler                            $7.00 
 Bush Hat              $12.00  Mouse Pad $5.00 
All these Memorabilia items, unique to Reunion 2010, will display the “Tiger-V” Association Logo, 
in full colour, with “5RAR 1965—2010” written below. The logos are embroidered onto the Polo 
Shirts, Sleeveless Vests and Bush Hats and are printed onto the Mugs, Stubby Holder and Mouse 
Pad. Please use the diagram and size scale to determine the best size shirt or vest for yourself. A 
Memorabilia Order Form is included as an insert with this issue, can be downloaded from the As-
sociation website or contact Gary Townsend at garyt.5rar@gmail.com or on (07) 5572-5935.  
We are hoping that all members will be willing and able to attend Reunion 2010 and contribute to 
the enjoyment and camaraderie that made the 2005 Reunion such a success. 

45th Anniversary Reunion Committee. 
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LAST CHANCE TO ORDER  
THE UNIQUE “REUNION 2010” MEMORABILIA. 

Size S M L XL XXL XXXL 

Measurement in cm 52.5 55 57.5 60 62.5 65 

cm 

ORDER BY 25 AUG OR YOU’LL MISS OUT! 
FROM THE PATRON 

WE WANT YOU AT THE TIGER’S REUNION 2010 
If anyone needed a reason to attend our Battalion reunion 
in 2010, speak to any of our members who attended the 
40th anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba, in Canberra, 
over the weekend 5/6 June. 
Not only did most who fought at Binh Ba attend but of 
particular interest to me was meeting a number of our 
veterans who were attending a reunion for the first time – 
it took 40 years for them to rekindle the comradeship we 
knew in war, with a large gathering of mates in a more 
pleasant setting.  It was also noticeable how the wives 
and partners enjoyed themselves.  We can all do the 
same at Tweed Heads on the Gold Coast in 2010.  So 
please come and join in with us in what will be another 
memorable time. “Your Battalion needs you” 

FROM GENGHIS – THE BINH BA REUNION 
I wish to congratulate and thank all who assisted to or-
ganise and make the Binh Ba commemoration weekend 
in Canberra on 5/6 June such the great success that it 
was.  In particular thanks must go to our President, Roger 
Wainwright who was Chairman of the Planning Commit-
tee for all events and who drew a mixed group of armour, 
artillery, engineers, sigs and RAAF together. Also Barry 
Morgan, as Roger’s chief assistant devoted considerable 
time and effort to coordinate all activities and organise the 

symposium at the War Memo-
rial.  We learnt much about the bat-
tle at the Symposium – especially a 
new method of identifying friend 
from foe when flying over a village 
before open firing with rockets and 
mini guns.  We will reveal the se-
cret at the reunion in 2010. 

Colin Khan 

CARAVAN PARKS NEAR  
TWIN TOWNS SERVICES CLUB 

(Approximate distances to Twin Towns) 
Banora Point Caravan Park, Pacific Hwy, Tweed Heads 
South, NSW, 2486. 07 5523 4100 (4-5 klm) 
Boyd’s Bay Holiday Park, Dry Dock Rd, Tweed Heads 
South, NSW, 2486. 07 5524 3306 (2-3 klm) 
Colonial Tweed Caravan Park, 158 Dry Dock Rd, 
Tweed Heads South, NSW, 2486. 07 5524 2999 (2-3 klm) 

Gold Coast City Council Tourist Parks: 
• Charlotte St, Kirra, QLD, 4225. 07 5581 7744 (2-3 

klm) 
• Gold Coast Hwy, Tallebudgera, QLD, 4228. 07 5581 

7700 (10-11 klm) 
• Goodwin Tce, Burleigh Heads, QLD, 4220. 07 5581 

7755 (11-13 klm) 
• Hythe St, Miami, QLD, 4220. 07 5581 7711 (13-14 

klm) 
Miami Caravan Park, 2200 Gold Coast Hwy, Miami, 
QLD, 4220. 07 5572 7533 (14-15 klm) 
Big 4 Tweed Billabong Holiday Park, Holden St, Tweed 
Heads South, NSW, 2486. 07 5524 2444 (2-3 klm) 
Tweed Coast Holiday Park, 5 Dry Dock Rd, Tweed 
Heads South, NSW, 2486. 07 5523 4111 (2 klm) 
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BATTLEFIELD MEMORIAL 
The ‘modern trend’ of sticking rifles upside 
down into the ground as a temporary memorial 
to a fallen soldier (with a helmet or a hat over 
the butt) originated with the introduction of 
tanks. When a soldier fell during an advance 
his mate would pick up the rifle and stick it into 
the ground, by the bayonet, as a marker to indi-
cate to the tanks that a wounded or dead sol-
dier lay there; this way the armoured vehicle 
would not accidentally run over the body. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

TONY WHITE RECOGNISED 
Great to see in this year’s Queen’s Birthday Honours List 

that our respected 
RMO, Tony ‘The Doc’ 
White (1st Tour), has 
been made a member of 
the Order of Australia 
(AM).  The brief citation 
recognises Tony “For 
service to dermatology 
through contributions to 
remote area practice, 
the management of skin 
disease in the Pacific 
Islands and educa-
tion.”  He has no doubt 
been able to carry on 
that early experience 
gained from many Med-
caps in Phuoc Tuy. 
Congratulations Tony on 
your well deserved 
award.  ‘The Doc’ treats a local child. 

The recent activities to commemorate the 40th anniver-
sary of the Battle of Binh Ba  were very successful and 
the combined arms planning committee has received 
many thank you’s and positive comments.  I thank Barry 
Morgan and the representatives of B Company, D Com-
pany and Assault pioneers for their work in coordinating 
the 5RAR attendance. Barry has provided a detailed re-
port with photos on pages 18-19 of this issue. 
Our new association banner was paraded nationally for 
the first time on ANZAC Day and has received very fa-
vourable comment, particularly as it now incorporates the 
more recent history of the Tiger Battalion. A copy has 
also been given to the battalion and it is hoped this will 
encourage more young Tigers to join our Association.  I 
am sure you will all join me in thanking Brian Budden and 
Geoff Pearson for the design and production of the ban-
ner. It certainly stands out amongst the other Association 
banners. It is proposed to give the previous banner of the 
Vietnam era to 5RAR for display in the battalion museum. 
Our attention now turns to the 45th Anniversary Reunion 
on the Gold Coast early next year. I again urge you to 
read the reunion detail in this issue and to assist the plan-
ning team by paying  your reunion costs as early as pos-
sible but certainly no later than the dates detailed in the 
article.  It is great to see that a few sub-units are actively 
encouraging their mates to attend. Please continue this to 
ensure maximum attendance. 
A matter that has been causing us considerable frustra-
tion is the finalisation of the printing of the third edition 
of The Year of the Tigers. Based on the publisher’s ad-
vice we have advised a number of dates for issue but we 
have been let down on each occasion. Printing is now 
underway overseas, but I do not wish to advise a delivery 
date until we have a rock solid guaranteed date from the 
publisher. Suffice to say that this should be within the 
next few months. When we have this guarantee we will 
advertise the availability and confirm the final cost price 
through the website, our State Representatives and sub-
unit points of contact. Some members have already made 
payment to the Association for a copy and these pay-
ments will be honoured when the new addition arrives. 

Roger Wainwright 
President 

CO of Welsh Guards KIA in Afghanistan 
The Commanding Officer of 5RAR’s affiliate British unit, 
the Welsh Guards has been killed in action in Afghani-
stan.  LTCOL Rupert Thorneloe MBE, of the 1st Battalion 
Welsh Guards, died when his command vehicle was 
blown up by an improvised explosive device. He was the 
commander of a British Battle Group spearheading the 
fight against the Taliban and is the most senior UK officer 
to be killed in action since the Falklands War of 1982 
when Colonel 'H' Jones, com-
mander of 2 Para, was KIA 
during the battle of Goose 
Green. Lt Col Thorneloe was 
the Commander of the Centre 
South Battle Group tasked to 
drive the Taliban out of 
strongholds in and around 
Babaji, north of Lashkar Gah 
in central Helmand province. 
The Welsh Guards have lost 
several other officers and 
soldiers during an intense 
period of fighting in recent 
months. 
 For those who may not be aware, the various Guards 
Regiments of the British Army Household Division are 
affiliated with the battalions of the RAR. In order of prece-
dence, these regiments are the Grenadier, Coldstream, 
Scots, Irish and Welsh. They are traditionally affiliated 
with our RAR battalions with 1RAR being affiliated with 
the Grenadier Guards. This flows through to 5RAR being 
affiliated with the Welsh Guards. CO 5RAR and the Presi-
dent 5RAR Association have sent messages of condo-
lence to the Welsh Guards and its association. 

LTCOL Rupert Thorneloe 
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NSW 

ANZAC DAY -  SYDNEY 
Fine and windy – our new 
banner nearly ended up in 
Auckland, complete with the 
bearers.  A good roll-up and 
good to see faces such as 
Bob Hooper, Bill Hartley 
and Denny Cakoliris ap-
pearing.  Regulars such as 
Dave Wilkins, Peter Com-
merford, Alan Riley and 
Eddie Moon helped to make 
up the numbers.  The photo 
shows Eddie Moon, Dave 
Wilkins and Don Harrod at 

the NSW banner’s first public airing.                                               
Don Harrod 

*   *   *   * 
ANZAC DAY - STOCKTON 

Another Anzac Day for the boys from 3 Platoon 5RAR 2nd 
tour. 

Each one becomes more memorable as this year there 
was a surprise meeting of a 'Tigers' Zorro (John Sor-
renson and his wife Lynn) with Bob Stuart, President, 
from Stockton RSL. Bob had seen the banner in the 
march and sought them out as he was in 1st and 2nd Tour. 
Then to meet with an old mate, Bob Stuart, who in 1967 
was the groomsman at Zorro's wedding, was quite emo-
tional. Other than the wedding the next time they met was 
in 1973 in Canberra, so there was much catching up to 
do.  
Everyone enjoyed the dawn service at Stockton as we 
had stayed in the local Camping ground. But the march 
that started at 8.15am caught some of us out; there was a 
lot of catching up to the parade that morning!  As always 
the drinks at the Stockton RSL soothed the dry throats 
and weary legs.   
Together this year were; John Morris, Larry Kennedy, 

The 3 Platoon Boys in Stockton NSW. 

ANZAC DAY - BRISBANE 
ANZAC Day 2009 was a great day in Brisbane with about 
35 turning out to march behind the new banner.  Our con-
gratulations to the banner design team as the result is an 
eye catching banner that really stands out from the rest.  
It is interesting to note that several of the RAR Battalion 
groups marching in Brisbane have not yet included the 
new theatres of action such as Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Timor. 

The banner ensigns this year were Gary Phillips and 
Geoff “Honda” Reid from Band Platoon.  They did a great 
job and had raised a good level of perspiration by the fin-
ish line.  There is nothing like a bit of exercise in a tie and 
jacket on what could only be described as a summer’s 
day to raise a thirst. 
We had our first non-SVN veteran marching with us this 
year, when we were joined by an ex-5RAR Timor veteran.  
He was made very welcome in the group and was quickly 
deep in conversation with some of the old and bold. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Banner ensigns Gary Phillips (L), Geoff “Honda” Reid from Band 
Platoon.  The front file from left shows Ron Shambrook, and 
“Smiley”, and Chuck Stamp’s daughter Rachel Vivian who is preg-
nant with her next child.  Little Tommy, who featured in last year’s 
ANZAC Day report, is in a harness on her back. 

Michael Leahy, John Bettens, Ken Bell, Kevin Williams, 
Rene Bolger, John Sorrenson, Graham Chandler.  These 
were ably assisted by Ellen Williams, Ellen Bolger, Vin-
cent Bettens, Margret Bell, Matthew Dunlop, Terri Chan-
dler, Christine, Lynn Sorrenson.   
2010 will be held in Camden so our local RSL will need to 
be prepared!  We look forward to anyone joining us, just 
contact the Bell's, (02) 4655-8149, to book your accom-
modation. 

Margret and Ken Bell 

QLD 



7 AROUND THE STATES - Cont. 

After the march our usual ANZAC Day thirst was 
quenched with a number of icy cold ales and a sumptu-
ous BBQ at 6RAR in Enoggera Army barracks.  This, as 
always, was a good event with a number of members 
joining us there.  Once again, our thanks to 6RAR for 
hosting us for an excellent day.  This is a unique location 
as all of the RAR Battalions are hosted in the one loca-
tion.  There are individual tents set up with tables and 
chairs, and we are able to move between Battalion 
groups for a chat and a bit of a sticky-beak, or to find a 
quite location for a quite chat with a few old mates.  It is 
still by far the cheapest beers and BBQ in Brisbane on 
ANZAC Day. 

Bruce Schmidtchen 
*   *   *   *    

ANZAC DAY - HERVEY BAY 
Weather was puurrrrrrfect! Temp range from 19 to 27.   
Fine, with no cloud. Nothing new in that for G.O.C.! 
Both the Dawn and mid-morning Services were very well 
attended by both the veteran community and the good 
citizens of Hervey Bay and district. 
The Tigers were very light on the ground, with Mick Sin-
clair (Sp Coy) the only one other than myself wearing the 
Tiger Tie. Jack Bradd was MIA and, though I had seen 
him in the few weeks prior to ANZAC Day, Mick told me 
he wasn’t too well.    Since starting this report, I have 
seen Jack and he is soldiering in his typical fashion, with-
out a drop of self pity – that’s the digger he is! 
As a member of the Hervey Bay Legacy Group, I was 
fairly committed to tasks aimed at earning us some funds 
– erecting and striking tentage for the main ceremony 
(how that has changed over the years) – it took six blokes 
about five minutes to unpack and erect a tent and the 
same to strike and re-pack it.   Now that IS progress!! 
We manned the Two-up and Crown and Anchor, as well 
as “rattling the can” and later selling raffle tickets at a sun-
set concert starring Darryl Braithwaite and Adam Brand. 
Maybe for next year we should import a few of the Syd-
neysiders for a taste of our great weather and hospitality! 

Bill Titley 

(Continued from page 6) 

ANZAC DAY - PERTH 
Another great day for the 5RAR Group in Perth. We 
marched behind our new banner for the first time and we 
probably got the prize for the best looking banner in the 
Parade.  
Great to welcome our National President Roger Wain-
wright to Perth as well as our National Secretary, Geoff 
Pearson. It looked like a power base shift to Perth this 
year. Other visitors I caught up with (unfortunately I think I 
may have missed a few) were Terry Waring, John Pascoe 
(Qld), Dave Keating (Tas),  Greg Paddon, and Frank 
Clarke (SA). We have added a few more names to our 
email list. Mons Haug, ex C Coy, and Trevor Turner ex 
5/7. 

(Continued on page 8) 

WA 

ANZAC DAY - ADELAIDE 
Members of 9 Platoon (2nd tour) and their wives, as part 
of their reunion at Victor Harbour, attended the dawn ser-
vice at that location.  It was a brisk but dry morning, the 
service was well attended by the locals where the RSL 
president acknowledged the platoon diggers were in town 
and assigned Bluey Schafer the task of laying the wreath 

QLD - Cont 

SA 

for Vietnam Veterans. The Platoon then travelled by bus 
to Adelaide for the march, platoon members were, Bluey 
Schafer , Terry Major, Jock Phillips, Ross Bourke, Reg 
Smith, Ben Oram, Eric Hamlin, Max Postle, Phil Winney, 
Phil Greenhalgh, Don Teichelman, Geoff Storm, Dennis 
Manhood, Fred Dwyer and  visitor Eric Gray. Owen 
Schmidt was a casualty and unable to attend the march 
because of the rearguard action required at the Hotel the 
night before.   
This motley group of diggers, marching all together for the 

first time, swelled the ranks 
of the Adelaide Tigers, all 
scrubbed up really well and 
put on a good showing of 
slick marching skills.  
The weather threatened dur-
ing the march but luckily kept 
away until we broke forma-
tion at the end, the group 
then ventured (walked) to the 
Old Lion Hotel where the Ti-
gers were meeting (just down 
the road according to Bluey) 
there were a few xxxxxx dig-
gers after the trek in the wind 
and rain, but as normal, all 

soldiered on and were happy to get the first ale in their 
hands. 
The Bus picked the group up around 1330 hrs for the ride 
back to Victor, Hungry Jacks was a popular pit stop for a 
feed and toilet break, fatigue and the wives kept the drive 
to a comfortable level (maybe old age was catching up) 
arriving back at the Motel around 1600 hrs leaving 
enough time for a nanny nap before fronting up for the 
reunion dinner at the Victor Harbour Golf Club. 
It was a long day and a good time was had by all. 

Ron (Fred) Dwyer 

L-R:  Terry Major, Fred Dwyer 
with tie flapping, Jock Phillips’ 
grey hair behind, Blue Schafer 
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March 23rd to the 29th saw a group consisting of Kevin 
and Lyn Mulligan, Irvine and Julie Brooks, Gerry Coret 
and Anne Youl, my wife Wendy and I travel to Scamander 
on the east coast of Tasmania for a short R&R. 
Kevin found us a cottage close to the beach, just a short 
walk over a sand dune to be exact, only problem was 
there were no fish! Just as well the supermarket was close 
by! We caught up with Chuck Kenane and enjoyed a num-
ber of social occasions together which included a dinner 
on our last night on the coast, good food and an excellent 
wine list and really good company, a great time was had 
by all. 

 

ANZAC DAY - LAUNCESTON 
Anzac Day in Launceston was a bright sunny day a 
change from the preceding couple of days, wet and windy; 
the weather gods were good to us again. 
We formed behind our new banner which was carried by 
two young boys, Braydon Bennent and Michael Youd the 
grandchildren of Malcolm Youd, well done to the young 
blokes! Those on parade were; ”Sammy" Mackrill, Irvine 
Brooks, Malcolm Youd, Jim Fitzgerald, David Brooks, Noel 
Peck, Kevin Mulligan, Chuck Kenane, and Colin Illman. 
 We missed Jack Banfield this year, Jack decided it was 
time to hand over his role to his Grandson and take a well 
deserved rest, don't forget Jack we are only a phone call 
away if you should ever need a hand or a yarn. 

(Continued on page 9) 

L to R: Chuck, John, Wendy, Anne, Gerry, Lyn, Kevin, Julie and 
Irvine. 

TAS 

We had another great post march function at the 43 Be-
low Bar/Cafe (Bar on Barrack) with good food available 
and a continuous flow of amber fluid etc. Good to see so 
many partners and friends attending. I was the last to 
leave and I can attest that there were no casualties left 
behind. 
On the down side - the post march function at the Anzac 
Club apparently drew the ire of many. Plastic cups and 
warm beer did not go down well. The function area had a 
strong resemblance to the marshalling yard at Midland. 
Congratulations to all who made the day such a success. 

 Ken Benson 
*   *   *   *  

Jim Lowry and I started ANZAC Day at the Dawn Service 
at Blackboy Hill, where the 10th Light Horse trained and 
left from for WWI. Coffee and scones were provided. 

We then travelled to 
Perth for a Gunfire 
Breakfast in the Su-
preme Court Gardens, 
and met up with Peter 
Guyatt, Geoff Pearson 
and their wives. We 
then joined the pa-
rade, and the new 
banner (carried by 
Mike Nettleton and 
me) was a bit hit. 
5RAR was repre-
sented by about 50 

diggers. Dartsa’s son Chris marched with us in memory of 
his Dad. 

Terry Bates 

*   *   *   *                
Anzac Day in Perth started in Fremantle for the Dawn 
Service which was conducted in the “traditional” way (i.e. 
silent, with the only sounds being that of the bugler-
drummer and the Anzac address) A little hard to accept 
for a traditionalist like myself, who likes to participate, 
rather than watch and listen.  The planned trip to Perth for 
Anzac Day was to catch up with a larger than life charac-
ter, Neil “Dartsa” Davis who had been ill for some 
time, but sadly, “Dartsa” passed away before we arrived. 
But on a brighter note, it was fantastic to meet his son 
Chris, who proudly marched with the 5RAR contingent in 
his father’s place. The Davis family turned out on the day 
as well, with “Dartsa’s” wife Deb really pleased to see us 
and grateful for our post march get-together where we 
shared many a “Dartsa” anecdote. The March itself was 
attended by approx 40 ex-5RAR “Tigers”, with our Presi-
dent Roger Wainwright also in attendance (who led the 
contingent) behind the “new” Association banner. Perth 
Anzac March is a much smaller version of Sydney, but it 
was a refreshing change to march towards the front, 

(Continued from page 7) 

WA - Cont. 

Lt R: Terry Bates, Jim Lowry, Graham 
Hill, Wayne Herbert and Dave Stone.  

rather than at the rear (as in Sydney) where we had am-
ple time to “sideline” and spectate for a change. A very 
enjoyable day, even though Alan McNulty was not there 
to “mother” us, the WA family took care of things admira-
bly. 
If any ex-tiger is in WA around Anzac Day, I would recom-
mend you get down to St.Georges Terrace and join the 
“Tigers in the West” where you will be made most wel-
come. 

Geoff Pearson 
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Following the Parade 
and Service we moved to 
a local Bistro/Bar for 
lunch and refreshments, 
there we were joined by 
Malcolm Youd’s son 
Steve, the banner boys 
Braydon and Michael, 
Pam Brooks, Courtney 
Brooks, Sue Peck, Lyn-
ette Mulligan, Julie 
Brooks, and my son Mat-
thew. A very pleasant 
lunch made more enjoy-
able by the company. 
Future activities include. 

• An address to the senior students of St Mary’s District 
High School on Long Tan Day and the history of 
5RAR which will include a presentation to the School 
library of Vietnam Task and Year of the Tiger. 

• A talk on the local coast radio covering most of the 
above. 

• A Long Tan, Vietnam Veterans Day service to be held 
at the St Mary’s township Cenotaph. 

• Last but not least another couple of days R&R on the 
Coast, any Tassie members who wish to attend let 
Kevin Mulligan know for accommodation etc, if you 
don't have Kevin’s contact detail call me. 

John Smee 

(Continued from page 8) 

Banner Ensigns, Michael and Bray-
don on ANZAC Day in Launceston. 

ANZAC DAY - MELBOURNE 
This 2009 ANZAC Day saw a good many Victorian Tigers 
form up near the Melbourne Town Hall ready to under-
take the annual march to the Shrine of Remembrance 
proudly under our new Tiger Banner. It’s a funny thing but 
on not one of my several practice runs at assembling and 
disassembling did the new Banner present any problems 
— so why is it that on the day a neat fit of the banner’s 
poles becomes as set as any weld? With only minutes to 
spare (miraculously) everything suddenly clicks into place 
enabling Plans B & C to be shelved. 
Former D Company OC, MAJGEN Murray Blake (Retd) 
was invited to lead the 5 RAR Association delegation, an 
invitation that he politely declined (that he might march 
with his former Platoon Commanders); next in line was 
COL John James (Retd) who similarly politely declined 
the invitation. When the big boys are not available to step 
up it can be left to a CPL (Retd) to fill the vacancy, and so 
it was this ANZAC Day. I know because I was the CPL 

(Retd) concerned — sorry, no offence intended boys. 
The march stepped off in time and arrived at the Shrine 
pretty well on time, packed the recalcitrant banner away, 
and after a few words of spiritual elevation and wisdom 
from the Regimental elders it was off to the Duke of Kent 
Hotel for an alternative manifestation of spiritual eleva-
tion. Whilst we were paying tribute to fallen mates and 
ancient memories in the traditional manner, a traditional 
battle was unfolding at the MCG between the Bombers 
and the Pies. With just two minutes to go the Pies 
seemed to be in an unassailable position, only to be as-
sailed in the last seconds. 
As a Collingwood (Magpie) supporter, I have seen better 
days however on a more positive note the 5RAR Associa-
tion has enjoyed (Australia wide) the highest representa-
tion at reunions and get-togethers of any other Battalion 
which would seem to indicate that we have higher morale, 
or perhaps a better esprit-de-corps than other Battalions. 
This is by no means the end, it is merely the beginning.  
We are members of a special collective family – we need 
to be there for each other every time – that’s what makes 
us so different. See you in Tweed Heads at the reunion 
early next year. 

Doug Bishop 

*   *   *   *        
I had a memorable day, as it turned into a really strong 
family bonding day. Both my boys went to the dawn ser-
vice in Melbourne, I returned to march with 5RAR around 
11:40 take off. The day started off overcast conditions 
with warnings of some rain. It didn’t deter the crowd turn-
ing out 38,000 attending the dawn service, it just gets 
bigger and bigger our younger generation has embraced 
diggers of all ages and theatres of war. During the march 
the conditions warmed up and by the time we arrived at 
the shrine the sun was shining. 

Barrie Taylor 

TAS - Cont. 

VIC 
THANKS FROM THE EDITOR 

I would like thank every-one who has supplied me with 
articles for Tiger Tales. This issue a special ‘Thank You’ 
must go to the blokes of C Coy, 2nd Tour, who contributed 
their individual AZNAC Day reports, from around the 
country, via Don Harrod.  

AROUND THE STATES - Cont. 

LUCKY DIGGER 
In July of 1966, Private Fred Clarke of Dimboola, Vic, was 
one of the luckiest men in Vietnam. 
Pte Clarke of D Company,  fell 
down a well 50 feet deep during 
Operation Sydney, when troops of 
the 5th Battalion, The Royal Aus-
tralian Regiment (5RAR), moved at 
night to surround the village of Duc 
My. He was rescued by soldiers 
who joined their toggle ropes to 
haul him out. 
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TOP TIMOR TUCKER 

The old saying of “too many cooks spoil the broth” 
isn’t some-thing you'll hear in East Timor, especially If 
you are talking about Army cooks 
CpI Luke Bobrige and Pte Shannon Karl, 5RAR, are 
working together in the kitchen at FOB Gl e n o ,  E a s t  
T i m o r ,  p r o v i d i n g  m e a l s  three times a day for hun-
gry soldiers numbering anywhere between 30 and 120. 
Not an easy task, they are assisted by two local women, 
Fernanda and Euphrasia who arrive early in the morning 
and leave well after the last meal is served. 
Cpl Bobrige said the women were both excellent helpers 
and hard workers and regularly had to be stopped from 
coming in every day of the week, rather than 6 days at a 
time. 
“They have been helping us here in Gleno for about 
two years – it’s great to have them in the kitchen,” 
Cpl Bobrige said. 

“We’ve also been able to learn some local lan-
guage from them.” 
M e a l s  s e r v e d  r a n g e  f r o m  c u r r i e s  t o  
r o a s t s  a n d  i n c l u d e  f r e s h  s a l a d  and 
vegetables. Plus there’s always something for dessert. 
Pte Karl says they try to make the food as interesting as 
possible and always look for ways to vary the selection. 
He says Fernanda and Euphrasia have even given them 
some recipes for more local dishes such as stir fries 
which are a big hit with the soldiers. To add a bit of extra 
flavor to the food, the men tend a small garden patch at 
the back of the kitchen, where basil and coriander grow. 
Both soldiers agree it gets pretty hot in the kitchen area 
and to get some respite, they take turns preparing spe-
cific meals so they can both get some individual rest. 
“We're up very early to get breakfast started and get to 
bed late after dinner is completed and only when we have 
finished preparing for the next day," Cpl Bobrige said. 

The men are always trying to meet any specific request 
from the soldiers and are always glad to give it a go. 
“It’s a matter of them asking for something, and us 
trying to get It for them.” Cpl Bobrige said. “We can’t 
always get exactly what they request, but they seem 
pretty happy with what we offer.” 
A recent visit by ISF Commander Brig Bill Sowry, the East 
Timor Secretary of State for Defence, Julio Tomas Pinto 
and guests provided an excellent opportunity to show-
case the cooks’ talents while working in sometimes less-
than-optimal conditions. 
When asked if the lunch provided for the visitors was well 
received, Cpl Bobrige only had one answer. 
“Their plates all came back empty, just like the soldiers’ 
plates do,” he said. 

Courtesy Maj Sandra Turner, “ARMY” Newspaper 

"A man of character in peace is a man of courage in war." 
 -- Lord Moran, The Anatomy of Courage (1945)  

EAST TIMOR HANDOVER 
I t  was a changing of  the guard in Di l i  as East 
Timor Batt le Group 5 (ETBG 5) handed over its role 
to ETBG 6. 
Parading in front of Camp Phoenix, officers and soldiers 
from ISF witnessed the handover of authority. 
At the start of the parade, Commander ISF Brig Bill 
Sowry welcomed the new Battle Group and its CO, Lt-
Col Dave Smith. 
Brig Sowry thanked ETBG 5, known as Battle Group 
Tiger, for its ongoing and outstanding achievements 
during its eight-month deployment in East Timor. 
Brig Sowry commented on the changes that have 
occurred in East Timor during the time of ETBG 5. 
"You have seen the opera-
tion change from being 
security orientated, to one 
of security support and a 
capacity-building opera-
tion," said Brig Sowry. 
With a handshake and a 
few words, Lt-Col Smith 
took the reins from Lt-Col 
Darren Huxley, the outgo-
ing battle group CO. 
Lt-Col Smith thanked 
ETBG 5 for its preparation 
and assistance to ensure a 
smooth handover. Lt-Col 
Smith said he was looking 
forward to the challenges 
ahead in the next eight 
months. 

Courtesy Maj Sandra Turner, ARMY Newspaper. 
Photo by LS Paul Perry 

5RAR and ETBG5 CO Lt-Col Dar-
ren Huxley hands over control to 
ETBG6 as the 5RAR flag is low-
ered at Camp Phoenix.  

5RAR (Mech) 

Tuck In: ISF Commander Brig Bill Sowry with East Timor’s Secre-
tary of State Defence Dr Julio Pinta and guests enjoy a meal at 
FOB Gleno, East Timor.                                       Photo By S Paul Berry 



11 HARRY’S CAFÉ de WHEELS 

Who is he? Michael Hannah, pieman. 

Where have you seen him? For 20 years, Hannah has 
owned Harry's Cafe de Wheels in Woolloomooloo near 
the Finger Wharf. 
What's his story? Hannah, 59, was a regular at Harry's 
when he was growing up, but his most memorable visit 
was on March 10, 1970. On that day, at the age of 20, he 
returned to Sydney from an eight-month tour of duty with 
5RAR in Vietnam, marched through the city with his fel-
low soldiers and finished up a 24-hour celebration with a 
pie. In 1988, after a stint managing comedian Rodney 
Rude, he bought Harry's from Alex Koronya, who had run 
the place since 1975. "1 just always loved Harry's," he 
says. "Like most people, I thought it was rough as guts, 
but very Australian." 
Was there a real Harry? And why did his cafe 
have wheels? Harry "Tiger" Edwards first set up a 
pie cart in 1938, but soon afterwards went to serve in 
World War 11. He returned in 1945 and re-opened as 
Harry's Cafe de Wheels. "There used to be city regula-
tions for pie carts, where they couldn't stay permanently 
in one spot," says Hannah. "Harry found out that he only 
legally had to move 12 inches, so he just rolled the cafe a 
foot every day, backwards and forwards."  
Any famous visitors? A huge list of celebrities have 
sunk their teeth into a Harry's pie, from Frank Sinatra and 
Marlene Dietrich, to Russell Crowe and Olivia Newton-
John. "I've personally served Kevin Costner, Billy Crystal 
and Jerry Lewis," says Hannah. "And you wouldn't know 
it to look at her, but Brooke Shields got hooked on 
the place."  
What's the sign of a good pie? "One that you can 
eat cold and it still tastes good. Soon after I took over, 
the suppliers retired, so I had to learn about making 
pies myself. Harry's has a tradition and a name, but if 
you can't back it up with good food, then it wouldn't still 
be here."  
Does he eat a pie every day? "More than one a day," 
says Hannah. "I'm not exactly Twiggy, but I'm surprised 
I'm not much bigger than I am." 

Barry Divola - Courtesy The (Sydney) Magazine 

Photo Sahlan Hayes 

THIRSTY TIGERS 

As you know the Aussie soldier finds humour even 
through disaster. Forty years has passed, names of many 
survivors cannot be remembered but the nicknames and 
stories remain vivid. 

I recall one of the few times we were back in the Dat for a 
couple of days. We weren’t allowed to have booze in the 
tent lines. The old trick of survival was immediately put 
into action, we needed something to cool our booze, and 
the plan to stop the ice truck as it went through the com-
pany circle was put into action.  We sent one digger to 
chat to and delay the driver of the ice truck as we ripped 2 
blocks of ice off the back and straight into the tent 
line.  Slabs of booze, purchased the night before, went 
straight into two hot-boxes pinched from the camp kitchen 
and converted to ice-boxes which we  buried under the 
board walk though the centre of the tent. 

A few hours later we are into the chilled cans and playing 
cards when, all of a sudden, an incoming mortar from the 
local VC comes in very close to our tent line. Within a 
minute Lt Mead comes steaming through the tent with 
one foot straight into the esky and at the same 
time commanding every man to the perimeter and stand-
to positions. Mead gave Snow (his CHQ radio operator) a 
burst to meet him down at 7 Platoon HQ bunker. Well 
Snow takes off like a grey hound with the radio swinging 
off his back. As we follow after him Snow disappears right 
in front of our eyes, yep straight down the old 44 gal 
pisser. I dragged him out, (phew) and last saw Snow 
heading down to the bun-
ker. After a short period we 
were given the OK 
to stand down and go back 
to the lines. 

On my way back to our 
lines I passed the HQ bun-
ker and seeing Snow sit-
ting outside the entrance, I 
asked, “Mate, what are 
you doing out here”.  Good 
old Meadie had given 
Snow the flick out of the 
bunker. He stank...poor 
bugger had spent the 
whole stand-to outside the 
bunker.  We then returned to the lines and back into the 
cans. 

Well we soon flicked Snow out of our tent lines telling him 
to go shower, 5 minutes later he returns to tell us the toi-
let and shower block were gone, direct hit by the mortar (I 
slept well after knowing that was their best shot).  Poor 
Snow had a very lonely night, Meadie never mentioned 
the missing hot-boxes, and the daily ploy of delaying the 
ice truck leaving Charlie Company continued. 

Barrie Taylor, 7 Pl, C Coy. 1969 

Barrie Taylor 



12 IN MEMORIUM 
4719433 PATRICK JOSEPH McKENNA 

3 March 1947 - 2 September 2008 

The Association has been notified of the passing of Patrick “Paddy” McKenna on 2 September 2008 due 
to a massive heart attack. Paddy served with 1ARU, 1RAR and then with 12 Pl, D Coy, 5RAR from 5 
February until 4 June 1969. 
May he now rest peacefully. 

3786797 LEONARDO PANTALONE 
19 April 1945 - 21 May 2009 

It is with sadness that I advise you that on 21 May, Leo (Pappy) Pantalone lost his fight 
against cancer.  Leo was a first intake National Serviceman who served with 12 Pl D Coy 
on our first tour.  For a few years now Leo has had running battles with cancers, winning 
each one before moving on to the next, recently the cancer took hold in his liver which I 
understand means that his fate was sealed.  Leo’s friend and former 12 Pl comrade, Gerry 
Coret came over from Tasmania to be with his friend during his hours of need and brought 
Leo’s plight to my attention 
On Tuesday evening I paid a visit to Leo and asked him if there was anything that I could 
do for him.  He asked me for an assurance that an Australian flag would be draped over his 
coffin at his funeral.  I promised him that this would be done.  
The following day I wrote to his local Federal Member of Parliament, Maria Vamvakinou, 

telling her of Leo’s situation and asked if an Australian flag could be presented to Leo before he passed away; his own 
flag to adorn his coffin to become a memento to be cherished by his wife, Amelia and his three daughters.  Maria was so 
moved by my request that she went to Leo’s home that morning to personally deliver the Australian Flag (that had been 
presented her by the Speaker of the House of Representatives).  Unfortunately, when she got there no-one was at home 
– Leo and Amelia had gone to the hospital for some treatment.  Maria left the flag at Leo’s place for when he came 
home. 
At the hospital Leo collapsed to the floor in a coma and passed away about an hour or so later without ever getting to 
see or know about his flag.  Special thanks are due to Gerry Coret, his wife Anne; and Maria Vamvakinou MP for her 
prompt action and generous spirit, action above and beyond the call of duty by all.    
Leo’s funeral, held at St Monica’s Church, Moonee Ponds on 27th May, was attended by his Platoon mates, Keith Jones, 
Ken “Ben” Hall, Frank Grigonis,  John Burdeau, Trevor Anderson, Gerry Coret, Chas Hayward and Mick O’Sullivan. 

Doug Bishop 

DOG TAGS RESURFACE 43 YEARS ON 
My name is David Wright and I served in Vietnam with 
1Troop 1 Field Squadron RAE in 1968/69. 
The reason for my return to Vietnam to celebrate ANZAC 
Day 2009, was to commemorate 40 years since being 
there. At the completion of the Dawn Service at Long Tan 
our group went back to Nui Dat for a gunfire breakfast. 
After breakfast a few of my mates and I went to look for 
our lines and with the aid of a compass and map we 
found them. 
We then decided to find HQ 1ATF, which we did and very 
close by was the remains of 104 Sig Sqn HQ. On looking 
down (as all good sapper do) I saw a small piece of cord 
sticking out of the ground. I bent down and scratched 
around the cord, and to my amazement there were two 
dog tags attached to the cord. After removing the dirt with 

my fingernail I could 
make out who they 
belonged to. The dog 
tags belonged to J.L. 
Pascoe 3787675. 

David Wright. 

After spending well over 40 years lost in the dirt in South 
Vietnam my dog tags were recently found by David 
Wright, near the area 
where 1ATF HQ was lo-
cated. When 1ATF was 
formed in Holsworthy I was 
a member of D&E Platoon 
and served with them until 
August of 1966, when I 
transferred to 6RAR. 
I did a second tour of Viet-
nam with 5RAR in 1969/70 
but from the appearance of 
the dog-tags, that were 
found, they were from my 
first tour. 
My thanks go to David Wright and also fellow Victorians, 
Glen Archer and Brett Pascoe for the return of the dog-
tags. I am going to have the newly found dog-tags 
mounted so they do not get lost again.  

John Pascoe 

John Pascoe 
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Opening Balance     $ 26,638.59 
INCOME 
Membership Dues $  8,490.00 
Merchandise Sales $       7,605.00 
Donations $   378.00 
Term Deposit                                      $  25,661.33 
Bank Interest $    1,615.72 
Miscellaneous $ 110.00 
Reunion 2010: 
Dinner $ 13,200.00) 
Functions $ 8680.00) 
Memorabilia $   4,391.00)      $ 26,271.00  $ 70,131.05 $ 96,769.64 
 

EXPENDITURE 
Memorabilia Purchases                      $     709.60     
Printing and Stationery $     14,221.51 
Postage $      6,344.62 
Web Site                                             $       249.00 
Memorials and Presentations $      4,189.75 
Floral Tributes ,etc., $       165.00 
Bank Fees $       27.40 
GST $      3,062.60 
ECM $ 1,705.10 
Reunion 2010 $       6,649.32 
Term Deposit $ 661.33 
Miscellaneous  $   160.00 $  38,145.23  $ 58,624.41  
 

CBA Bank Balance 30 June 2008       $  58,624.41 
 

MEMBERS’ EQUITY AS AT 30 June 2009: 
Cash at Bank     $ 58,624.41 
Term Deposits (Trans to Cash Investment Ac on 1 Jul 09)   $ 27,840.70 
Stock on Hand @ Cost      $   6,451.55 
 

TOTAL     $   92,916.66 
Total as at 31 Dec 2008                                                                                          $    83,688.47 

 

CONTINGENCIES 
EXPENDITURE 
Tiger Tales Aug 2009 and Dec 2009  (Estimate)                                         $  7,000.00 
Convention Centre 2nd Deposit 1 Sep 09     $ 16,625.00  

Convention Centre Final Payment 1 Feb 2010    $ 23,750.00 
Twin Towns Deposit 31 Jul 09     $ 1,000.00 
Postage Post 30 Jun 09  ( B J Schafer Estimate)    $ 150.00 
Postage 30 Jun 09 (Membership)     $ 107.25 
Wreath Binh Ba Commemoration Reimburse B Morgan    $    80.00 
 

TOTAL     $  48,712.25         

OUTSTANDING INVOICES 
INCOME 
Defence Services Library                                                        $      30.00 

5 RAR ASSOCIATION BALANCE SHEET 
1 July 2008 – 30 June 2009 

HMAS SYDNEY QUESTION? 
The photo (right) was taken aboard HMAS Sydney, in 
April of 1966, while transiting to South Vietnam. It is from 
the Australian War Memorial’s collection, taken by a Navy 
photographer and marked as unidentified personnel. 
I cannot identify the sailor but believe that the 5RAR men 
are (L-R) Bill Hunt, I think the next one is Bob Carter, 
John McShane and Klaus (Tank) Scheuerman. Please 
contact the editor if you can confirm that it is Bob Carter 
or if you supply the name of who it is.  
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As with all wars, the Vietnamese war spawned a number 
of popular stories. Eight of the most common are false, 
and have been documented by Lex McAulay. The first 
four were published in the April issue of Tiger Tales. 
Myths Four to Eight, which follow now complete the arti-
cle. 

Myth 5: The Tet Offensive was a defeat for the US and 
GVN Allies. 
It was later admitted by senior Viet Cong that the Tet 
Offensive was a disaster for them, one from which they 
never recovered. The RVN-Free World forces knew an 
offensive was coming, and had already made t h e i r  
d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  r e d u c e d  t h e  n u m -
b e r  of Vietnamese troops allowed leave for the Tet 
celebrations. The initial Viet Cong/NVA success was due 
to attacking during the Tet holiday and truce period. Every 
location taken by the Viet Cong/NVA was retaken, some-
times after intense fighting, but the worst results for the 
Viet Cong followed when they came out into the open 
to fight and were annihilated. 
Nor were they helped by the refusal of the general popu-
lation to join them in the fighting. All elements of the Viet 
Cong, except the highest headquarters staff, suffered 
great losses, and were subsequently supplanted by North-
erners. 
It was the Western media, taken by surprise and driven by 
the need to be first with a sensational story, which por-
trayed the fighting as a defeat for the RVN-Free World. 

Myth 6: National Service was introduced for Vietnam. 
In the early 1960s, Indonesia was ruled by President Su-
karno, and there were strong indications that the Com-
munist Party of Indonesia (PKI) would take power from 
him, or immediately after he lost power. Australia would 
then be threatened by a hostile neighbour. 
National Service was considered, debated and an-
nounced in mid-1964, before the situation in Vietnam 
deteriorated to the extent that Australia decided that its 
interests would be well served by assisting the US effort 
there. In return for this commitment, Australia could then 
have asked for assistance if Communist Indonesia at-
tacked Australia. 

Myth 7: Whitlam brought the troops home. 
A long-s tanding myth is  that  Pr ime Minister 
Gough Whitlam "brought the troops home" from Vietnam. 
In fact, the withdrawal of the Australian force from V i e t -
n a m  w a s  d e c i d e d  u p o n  a n d  accomplished al-
most entirely under Prime Ministers John Gorton and Sir 
William McMahon, in 1970-71. Long before Gough Whit-
lam came to power, the Australian presence had been 
reduced to 100 members of a military assistance team. 
No combat or logistics elements had been in Vietnam for 
almost a year before Labor was elected. 

Myth 8: Welcome home. 
Conventional wisdom has it that units and troops return-
ing from Vietnam were not officially "welcomed" until the 

gathering in Sydney in October 1987. In reality, every 
major unit that returned on completion of a tour of duty in 
South Vietnam marched through the streets of the rele-
vant nearby c i t y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b a t t a l i o n s  f r o m 
Holsworthy,  NSW, marched through Sydney. 
Every soldier from minor units who had returned in the 
past year was entitled to march with that major unit.      

MYTHS OF THE VIETNAM WAR Part 2 

Members of 5RAR march past the Sydney Post Office, March 1970. 

FROM GIAP’S MEMOIRS 
General Vo Nguyen Giap was a very famous and knowl-
edgeable General in the North Vietnamese Army.  The 
following quote is from his memoirs currently found in the 
Vietnam War memorial in Hanoi:    
"What we still don’t understand is why you Americans 
stopped the bombing of Hanoi. You had us on the ropes. 
If you had pressed us a little harder, just for another day 
or two, we were ready to surrender! It was the same at 
the battles of TET. You defeated us! We knew it, and we 
thought you knew it. But we were elated to notice your 
media was definitely helping us. They were causing more 
disruption in America than we could in the battlefields. We 
were ready to surrender. You had won!" 
General Giap has published his memoirs and confirmed 
what most Americans knew. The Vietnam War was not 

lost in   Vietnam -- it was 
lost at home. The exact 
same slippery slope, 
sponsored by the US 
media, is currently well 
underway. It exposes the 
enormous power of a 
biased media to cut out 
the heart and will of the 
American public.             
A truism worthy of note: 
Do not fear the enemy, 
for they can take only 
your life. Fear the media 
far more, for they will 
destroy your honour.  

Note: Prof Robert O'Neill (5RAR IO 1st Tour) wrote a bi-
ography, General Giap: Politician and Strategist, analys-
ing the life of the North Vietnamese Commander-in-Chief.  

General Vo Nguyen Giap  
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RESEARCH LOST 
Barry Hampson, who is researching for a book document-
ing the lives and service of Australians KIA in Vietnam, 
has had a major computer crash and has lost a large part 
of his research and communications. As this includes all 
emails that have been sent to him he is asking for any-
body that provided him with information to please send it 
to him again at bazz662@bigpond.com or contact him on 
0424 750 943. 
Barry would greatly appreciate your cooperation in this 
matter. (Barry’s website is: www.barryhampson.com) 

2 PLATOON 2nd TOUR REUNION 
A reunion of 2 Pl 2nd will  be held on the weekend begin-
ning 9th October 2009 at Caloundra, on the Sunshine 
Coast of QLD. 

For further information contact: 
Peter Drummond 03 5157-6217 

ROBOTIC ASSISTED PROSTATECTOMY 
We have received a number of requests for robotic as-
sisted laparoscopic prostatectomy. In 2006, the Medical 
Services Advisory Committee (MSAC – the body which 
advises the Government about items on the Medicare 
Benefits Schedule) evaluated the use of robotic assisted 
surgery compared to open radical prostatectomy in terms 
of safety, effectiveness and cost-effectiveness. The 
MSAC review concluded that there was uncertainty about 
the comparative cost-effectiveness of robotic laparo-
scopic surgery as a shorter period of hospitalisation does 
not offset the additional costs involved. MSAC also noted 
that there was insufficient evidence on long-term out-
comes compared to an open radical prostatectomy, that 
is the remission rates associated with incomplete removal 
of the cancerous tissue. Open radical prostatectomy is 
still considered the “gold standard” for this type of proce-
dure. 
Consequently, DVA does not accept financial responsibil-
ity for robotic assisted surgery, whether requested by a 
doctor or hospital - except in rare cases where significant 
clinical evidence has been provided to support its use as 
the only viable treatment option. Any request for excep-
tional circumstances to support the funding of robotic sur-
gery is considered on a case-by-case basis and should 
be submitted to DVA for approval prior to the surgery tak-
ing place. 
This request must be made by the treating doctor. DVA 
will not fund robotic laparoscopic prostatectomy on the 
basis of veteran’s or surgeon’s personal preference for 
this procedure. If the robotic assisted surgery is provided 
without DVA approval - either not obtaining it or proceed-
ing having been rejected by DVA - then DVA will only 
fund the surgery at the equivalent DVA fee for the open 
radical prostatectomy. 
In terms of requests from hospitals, DVA will not fund re-
quests for the same reasons outlined above. 
DVA’s decision in this matter reflects a Departmental po-
sition to fund the requested treatment. It is not a direction 
to the treating doctor on whether to undertake the sur-
gery, which is clearly a medical judgement. 
 
 

NEW GUIDELINES 
The Repatriation Medical Authority has issued new guide-
lines on the following conditions. 

• Macular degeneration 
• Schizophrenia 
• Bronchiectasis 
• Cerebral meningioma 
• Malignant neoplasm of the cerebral meninges 
• Frostbite  
• Immersion foot 
• Bipolar disorder 
• Trigeminal neuropathy 

DVA NEWS 

• Electrical injury 
• Cushing's syndrome 

If you have lodged a claim that has been disallowed in the 
past for any of these conditions please seek the advice 
of your advocate. It may be worthwhile lodging the claim 
again. 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and 
amendments to your contact details should be for-
warded to:  
The Secretary, 5 RAR Association, 31 Kenilworth St, 
Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022. Tel; 02 9387-1409.  
Email; hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au 

A COY 1st TOUR ANNUAL REUNION 
A reunion of A Coy 1st Tour members is held at the Rooty 
Hill RSL Club on 18 August (Long Tan Day) each year. 
For information contact Billy Assange 02 9628-9503 

10th INTAKE NASHOS REUNION 
This Reunion is to be held at Sawtell Beach Caravan 
Park, Lyons Road, SAWTELL NSW 2452 from the 14th to 
the 20th September 2009.   
For full details contact either:  
Max/Carol Dahler 07 5494-5136  mdahler@bigpond.com  
 Bill/Sandie Snape 07 4981-0127 bill.snape@hotmail.com  

NOTICES 
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Remit this form and payment due to: 
The Treasurer 
5 RAR Association 
31 Kenilworth St 
BONDI JUNCTION NSW 2022  

Joining/Renewing Membership  
Change of Details  

Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

All membership queries or amendments are to go to the Treasurer/Membership Officer (see below) 
Current Membership Period;    1 March 2008 - 28 February 2011        
Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Amount 

Membership Dues      $    30      

Vietnam Task M  $    30      

The Year of the Tigers (Ed. 3)   M  TBA     

Honour Roll M  $    35      

5 Bn History DVD S  $    30      

Caps S  $    15      

Ties S  $    30      

Lapel Badges S  $      5      

TAC Plates S  $    20      

5 RAR Plaque M  $    50      

Car Sticker - Ribbons (New) S  $      5      

Car Sticker - Tiger Head S  $      3      

       

  Grand Total:  $           
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5 and L $10 per item. 

Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of association/link with 5RAR including Sub-Unit: 

Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5RAR Association, to the address above, 
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au include your Surname and Initials as the reference.  

Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5RAR Association.  Bank: CBA.  BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756  

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 
Patron President Vice President Secretary 
Brig. Colin Khan DSO Col. Roger Wainwright  Maj. John Miller  CVO, AM, MBE Mr. Geoff Pearson 
Ph:  02 6257 7249 Ph:  02 6295 6204 Ph:  02 9938 6312 Ph:  02 9524 3177  
Mob:  0414 713 720 Mob:  0409 588 935 Mob:  0419 252 130 Mob:  0417 223 001  
    roger.w@netspeed.com.au jandemiller@bigpond.com.au gp@rbimports.com.au 

Treasurer/Membership Officer Memorabilia Officer Committee Member Committee Member 
Lt Col. Ron Hamlyn Maj. Bryan Schafer Trevor Carter Bruce Schmidtchen 
Ph:  02 9387 1409 Ph:  02 9605 5841 Ph:  02 9587 9670 Ph: 07 3862 1158 
Mob:  0407 669 221 Mob:  0412 432 464 Mob: 0427 101 516 Mob:  0419 485 592 
hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au blues@tadaust.org.au Trevor.Carter@defence.gov.au brucesc@bigpond.net.au 

 Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member   
  Brian Budden   Geoffrey Luck    George Wills      
  Ph:  02 9525 0355 (W) Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph:  02 9838 1110   
  Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob:  0414 261 568   
  krikse2@hotmail.com g_j_luck@tpg.com.au gwil9696@bigpond.net.au   

Tiger Tales Editor      -      Gary Townsend Webmaster      -      Ted Harrison 

Ph: 07 5572 5935     Mob: 0412 767 975     garyt.5rar@gmail.com Ph: 03 9762 4283   Mob: 0403 907 775   Webmaster@5rar.asn.au 
ACT Representative NSW Representatives QLD Representative SA/NT Representative 
Lt Col. Barry Morgan George Wills Bruce Schmidtchen Barry Ryan 
Ph:  02 6255 4531 Ph: 02 9838 1110 Ph: 07 3862 1158 Ph:  08 8341 0364 
Mob:  0419 884 078   Mob: 0414 261 568 Mob:  0419 485 592   
bm126489@bigpond.net.au gwil9696@bigpond.net.au brucesc@bigpond.net.au lynneryan@austarnet.com.au 

 TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 

  John Smee Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 
  Ph:  03 6343 4243 Ph:  03  9744 5035 Ph: 08 9304 1333 

  Mob:  0407 830 264 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 
  johnsmee1@bigpond.com dougb@amavic.com.au  alanmarian@4u.com.au 



17 RAR NATIONAL WALK RECOGNISED 

Since the official opening in November 1998, over 10,000 
people have attended on special days and individual vis-
its.  
The Walk's maintenance is the responsibility of RAR As-
sociation (Qld). The appointed Curator Kiwi Gibbons and 
his wife Margaret Gibbons, OAM give loving attention to 
the task. 

A dedicated group of men (Dads' Army) attend every 
Monday morning to cut grass, rake leaves, trim trees, tidy 
the building and do general maintenance tasks while 
other groups from the unit RAR associations come on a 
monthly scheduled basis. Capital improvements and 
maintenance is funded from grants, contributions and 
donations from DVA, the State and unit associations and 
visitors.  
The Memorial Walk has become a special place for mem-
bers, ex-members, relatives and friends of The Royal 
Australian Regiment. It is recognised as our spiritual 
home.  
More photos are shown on the RAR Association web-site 
at www.rar.org.au/NationalMemorials.html 

Courtesy RAR Association 

The Honour Roll of the Royal Australian Regiment 

The Royal Australian Regiment National Memorial Walk 
has been accepted as a significant Memorial and is now 
listed with the Queensland War Memorials Register. To 
v i e w  t h e  R e g i s t e r ’ s  w e b - s i t e  g o  t o 
www.qldwarmemorials.com.au/pages/home.aspx 
To commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Regiment's 
formation, The Royal Australian Regiment Association 
built the National Memorial Walk and Contemplation 
Building at Gallipoli Barracks, Enoggera, Queensland, 
from funds provided by public donation, assistance from 
the Federal and Queensland Governments, Brisbane City 
Council and RAR State and Unit Association members. 
The Governor General of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
His Excellency Sir William Deane, AC, KBE dedicated it 
in memory of our fallen comrades on Sunday 22 Novem-
ber 1998.  
Many of the Regiment’s dead are buried overseas in Ja-
pan, Korea and Malaysia, and relatives and friends are 
unable to visit the graves of their loved ones. This Walk 
provides a place of solace and focus within Australia for 
the commemoration of the sacrifices made by our men. 
The Walk consists of an avenue 700 metres long flanked 
by more than 1000 native Australian trees. The Walk is 
divided into operational theatre areas.  

The inscription on the entrance stones at Sadlier Street 
and Regiment Way says: "In Australia they will remember 
me. Here is their spirit, in the land they loved. And here 
we guard the record which they themselves made." 
- G.E.W. Bean, Official War Historian. 
At the base of selected trees is an individual plaque bear-
ing the name and details of each of the 694 members of 
the Regiment who have died on overseas service. The 
Contemplation Building provides a place for contempla-
tion and remembrance. The building is used for commu-
nity remembrance activities on Anzac Day, anniversaries 
of Battle Honours, campaigns and unit birthdays. On its 
forecourt, at the base of the flagpole, is a plaque com-
memorating those men who died while training in Austra-
lia.  
A BBQ area, Diggers' Rest, is a popular social gathering 
point for many activities.  

BBQ and picnic area 

NEW MEMBERS Mar-July 2009 
Regt No Given 

Names Surname Tour Suburb/Town State 

42567 David Leslie Christensen V2 Curra - Gympie QLD 

2782823 James Barnard Crowther V1 Dubbo NSW 

1734465 Russell Scott Franklin V1 Tarwin Lower VIC 

219108 Kevin John Gaunt V2 Wingham NSW 

3787131 Bruce Ian Holland V1 Williamstown VIC 

2793858 Ross Edward 
Wilkinson Lampe Aust Narrabri NSW 

2787492 James Charles Matthews V2 Leumeah NSW 

3796956 Norman James Moore Aust Deniliquin NSW 

217977 Norman Stanley Ogden V2 Angaston VIC 

37948 Ron William Randell V2 Warburton VIC 

215634 Robert Bede 
Joseph Raper V2 Varsity Lakes QLD 

215334 John Reister V1&2 Capalaba QLD 

3793417 Bernard Francis Shea V2 Werribee VIC 

39280 Christopher  
Steven Steep V2 Tara QLD 



18 40th COMMEMORATION OF BINH BA 

The Battle of Binh Ba was one of the major battles fought 
by Australian troops during the Vietnam War. The 40th 
Anniversary of the Battle (BB40) was commemorated by 
a number of events that were held in Canberra on Friday 
5th and Saturday 6th June 2009. The Department of Vet-
eran Affairs (DVA) provided a grant to assist in funding 
those events under the Government’s Saluting Their Ser-
vice program. 
The planning of the Commemoration was undertaken by 
a combined arms committee representing all units who 
were involved in the battle. The BB40 Committee was 
chaired by the President of the 5RAR Association, Roger 
Wainwright, and included representatives from 1 Armd 
Regt, 3 Cav Regt, 105 Fd Bty RAA, 1 Fd Sqn RAE, 5RAR 
and the RAAF No. 9 Sqn Associations.      
The Commemorations started with a Symposium at the 
Australian War Memorial organised by the Military History 
Section and chaired by Dr Peter Pedersen (a former CO 
5/7RAR in 1990-93). The 5RAR speakers were: BRIG 
(Retd) Colin Khan, MAJGEN (Retd) Murray Blake, John 
Russell and Barry Ryan. The speakers in the audience 
added to the occasion, in particular Private (Retired) Mo 
Hancock, of 4 Platoon, B Coy 5RAR. The Committee was 
very grateful to Ashley Ekins (Senior Historian), Libby 
Stewart and the AWM staff for commencing the Com-
memorations so successfully. 
The National Commemorative Ceremony was held on 
Saturday afternoon at the Australian Vietnam Forces Na-
tional Memorial on ANZAC Parade with a large number in 
attendance. The Australian Federation Guard and the 
Band of the Royal Military College, Duntroon, provided 
the military precision and brought back memories for the 
older generation. The Chief of the Defence Force, Chief 
of Army and Chief of Air Force all attended. The Com-
manding Officer, Adjutant and RSM 5RAR also attended 
after handing over their operational responsibilities in 
East Timor. The 5RAR Queen’s and Regimental Colours 
were brought from Darwin by a 5RAR Colour Party. 
Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce, AC, the Governor 
General of the Commonwealth of Australia and The Hon-
ourable Alan Griffin MP, Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, 
both spoke during the Ceremony; however the highlight 
was the Veterans’ address by Colin Khan, the Command-
ing Officer of the Battle. The Governor General, the Minis-
ter, Shadow Minister, CDF, CA and CAF all mixed with 
the Veterans after the Ceremony on a rather cool Can-
berra afternoon. 5RAR Association members from the 1st 
Tour, A Coy and C Coy 2nd Tour plus current serving for-
mer Tigers posted to Canberra assisted on the day as 
hosts or ushers and by handing out the Battle of Binh Ba 
Commemorative Booklets. For those Veterans of the Bat-
tle who did not attend, you may obtain a copy of the Bat-
tle of Binh Ba Commemorative Booklet by contacting 
Claire Mackay at DVA on (02) 6289 6476.  
During the ceremony, tributes were laid by Next of Kin 
family members of five Veterans of the Battle who were 
killed in action in Vietnam. Those tributes were laid in 
honour of Wayne Teeling, Peter Jackson, Tim Turner, 
Tony Waring and Baron Smith. Bern Harpley did a great 

job as the Next of Kin Coordinator. Colin Khan laid a 
wreath on behalf of the 5RAR Association. 
The official reception, funded by the Australian Govern-
ment, was held at the Rydges Lakeside Hotel and was 
followed by a three course combined arms dinner hosted 
by BRIG Bill Rolfe, the Repatriation Commissioner. B 
Coy, D Coy and Assault Pioneers hosted a number of 
Infantry guests, including MAJGEN (Retd) Hori Howard, 
the Colonel Commandant of the Royal Australian Regi-
ment, and BRIG Mick Moon, the Regimental Colonel of 
the Royal Australian Regiment.  
The 5RAR Veterans at BB40 stood out at the various ac-
tivities due to the name tags produced by Brian Budden 
and his company, Rebel Graphics, who did a wonderful 
job at no cost to the attendees. The 5RAR attendance 
figures including family and NOK were: BHQ = 3, B Coy = 
100, D Coy = 88 and Assault Pioneers = 18.  
The Binh Ba Commemorative Planning Committee hopes 
that all the Veterans, and their families, who attended the 
40th Anniversary Commemorations, enjoyed their time in 
Canberra this June. The Committee would also like to 
acknowledge the tremendous support provided by the 
Commemorations Group, at DVA, in particular Claire 
Mackay, Susan Nolan (and her team) and Ian Hodges.    
WO1 Greg Hooper, RSM RAAC, did a great job as the 
organiser of the BB40 Commemorative Ceremony and 
Chris Heaney (3 Cav Regt) did a great job as the organ-
iser of the dinner. 
The 5RAR Association would like to recognise the mag-
nificent effort of the Sub-Unit Representatives, in particu-
lar: Barry Ryan (B Coy), Bob Fenwick (the initial D Coy 
Rep), Bernie Pye (10 Pl), Ray Ward (11 Pl and later D 
Coy), Bruce Heron (12 Pl) and Ian Ward (Assault Pio-
neers).    
The Commemorations had many highlights but an often 
heard comment that resonated with me was how great 
some of the attendees thought it was to see some of their 
mates for the first time since Vietnam. Some of the Battle 
Veterans who attended BB40 were not members of the 
5RAR Association, and had never attended a 5RAR reun-
ion, so they had not been seen by their mates for 40 
years. I spoke to some and they indicated their intention 
to attend the 2010 Reunion on the Gold Coast – so to all 
the new ‘march ins’ – Welcome Home. 

Barry Morgan 
Photographs courtesy of Randal Photography 
(02) 6268 5508          rpstudio@bigpond.net.au 

POSITION VACANT 
The Australian Capital Territory (ACT) Representative 
position on the National Executive of the 5RAR Associa-
tion will become vacant at the 5RAR Association General 
Meeting in February 2010. The current ACT Representa-
tive has held the position since 1999. 
Those interested in finding out about the position should 
contact Barry Morgan on (02) 6255 4531. 
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5RAR Queen’s and Regimental Colours 

40th COMMEMORATION OF BINH BA PHOTOS 

Australian Federation Guard and band of 
the Royal Military College Duntroon. 

L to R: Hon, Alan Griffen MP, Her Excel-
lency Quentin Bryce GG, Brig Bill Rolfe, Mr 
Michael Bryce and Col Roger Wainwright. 

Carolyn Teeling lays a tribute to her late hus-
band, Wayne, who was killed in the battle, and 
(below) further tributes that were laid. 

Brig Colin Khan delivers the  
Commemorative Address. 

Chief of Army, Chief of Defence Force, the 
Governor General and Roger Wainwright. 

MajGen Sandy Pearson (left),  
Commander of 1ATF in 1969. 

D Coy plus the CO and IO from BHQ 

5 Pl, B Coy with CO. 

4 Pl, B Coy in good spirits. 

Colour Parties march out after the dinner. 

The Catafalque Party 

      Assault Pioneers with the CO. 
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Back into the car and on to Luscombe field, now the main 
street of Nui Dat village and we visited the school. Most of 
the children had left but the few that were there came 
running, not to beg but to hold our hands and take us into 
their school ground. A few dollars to the woman, whom 
we think was the teacher, supplied a full class of children 
with frozen goats milk (or yoghurt as she called it). The 
village is very poor and the AVVRG do what they can to 
help the children there. 
Next it was to try to find C Coy, and specifically 7 Pl lines, 
up a hill on a very rough road with only the remains of the 
tarmac laid by the Aussies, hang a left and down a gentle 
slope. I said to Ern, “You can stop anywhere here!” We 
got out of the car and walked into the rubber, much 
shorter and thinner trunks than I remember, but there was 
no mistaking the lay of the land, this was the 7 Platoon 
area. As we walked around the position to where, I am 
certain our gun-pit was located, there were quite a few 
tingles running up my spine I can tell you.  
We had lunch in a little 
local restaurant in Ba Ria 
with Ern and then 
headed back to Vung 
Tau for a look around. 

 Where the Flags 
used to be is now a 
Tourist Bus parking 
area and the street 
most of us remem-
ber as ‘The Street 
Of Bars’, Phan 
Thanh Gian Street is 

now called Ly Tu Trong Street, does not look quite the 
same. Then along the Front Beach road, past the up-
graded Grand Hotel and up to Lighthouse Hill. I could not 
estimate how much larger Vung Tau has grown, but the 
photo below, taken from the lighthouse, should give you 
some idea.  
Then we returned to Belly’s Bar for a beer with Ern and 
headed back to Saigon. We both enjoyed the day, Carol 
finally seeing the place she had written those many letters 
to so long ago, and me again finding the area that had 
played such a significant part in my life. 

Gary Townsend 1966/67 
Vung Tau from the lighthouse, April 2009. This is the Grand Hotel 

NUI DAT AND VUNG TAU REVISITED 

In April of this year it was almost 43 years to the day that I 
boarded HMAS Sydney, for transfer to Vietnam, that my 

wife Carol and I embarked 
on our second trip together 
to Vietnam. We had visited 
with friends in 2006, but felt 
there were still some 
places and sights that we 
wished to see. 

One of the main ar-
eas that we wanted to 
see was Vung Tau 
and Nui Dat, a place 
on a map to most 
Australians, but one that had made a large impact on me, 
and my mates as young men, so many years ago.   
We boarded the Fast Cat in Saigon at 0800 hours and 
spent about 1½ hours going down the river towards Vung 
Tau. Just over an hour had passed when I saw, in the 
distance, the silhouette of the Nui Thi Vai hills and shortly 
after the hill on the island of Long Son. Then we ap-
proached Vung Tau itself, passing Radar Hill, front beach 
and with Lighthouse Hill at the end of the promontory. 
From the wharf it was a short walk around the road along 
the beach to ‘Belly’s Bar’ where we were to meet our 
guide for the day, Ern Marshall, an Aussie ex-pat and 
member of Australian Vietnam Veterans Reconstruction 
Group (AVVRG), who served with 2nd Advance Ordnance 
Depot in 1968/69. Ern had organized an air-conditioned 
car with driver and accompanied us on our outing for the 
day. 
It took a lot longer time to get out of Vunger’s than I re-
member and the difference in development along the way 
is staggering. Ba Ria and Hoa Long are no longer two 
separate entities but one big urban sprawl. 
Then it was on to Nui Dat, along the way moving through 
the area that was occupied by 6RAR in 1966/67 and is 
now the base for Vietnamese D445 Battalion, they are 
even still using some of the buildings that were built by 
1ATF. Over the years the locals have used Nui Dat as a 
quarry and it is not the same as it used to be. 

Back at 7 Platoon Lines 

Carol and kids at Nui Dat village. 

‘The Street Of Bars’ 

1966/67 

2009 


