Number 125 – May 2017

This informal publication is for the members of C Coy 5 RAR (2nd tour), South Vietnam, 1969/70, and
for the families of those who are no longer with us. It is non-political, and is designed for us to have
a laugh at ourselves, re-live our memories, and maintain camaraderie. Formal advice, when needed,
should be sourced from Veterans’ Organisations.

CORRECTION: The last Half Circle was sent to you with number 125 on the covering email.
This should have read 124, and this edition is number 125. Sorry! Ed

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------AT THE RAP:
Barrie Taylor – ongoing oncology treatment
Colin Summerfield – medical
John Hellyer – recovering from a broken leg
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------FROM BRYAN SCHAFER:
On April 2nd, I spoke with Noel Conroy regarding the Queensland floods, and
everything is going as well as can be expected. He had no power for three days,
therefore no phone contact through the NBN. Noel said he had to go to Bakers Creek
and pick up his trusty old Honda generator which he bought in 1985. This gave him
enough power to run his fridges and fans. Noel would like to thank all his old mates
who thought of him.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TRAVELLING ABOUT: A number of us have travelled
to various locations throughout Australia to once again
meet to observe ANZAC Day.
Jack and Susan Lake – travelled to Mandurah (WA) and spent
ANZAC Day with many old Tigers.
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Tony Samuel – still at Dunedoo (NSW), volunteering his service with Blaze-Aid,
assisting with the restoration of rural fencing following the recent bushfires. Tony
recommends this type of community service for anyone at a loose end, or wishing to
shed a few kilos!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ANZAC Day 2017– Sydney
BRIG Jake Ellwood and COL David Wilkins
prepare to lead the 5RAR contingent. Those
present from C Coy 1969/70 included David
Wilkins, Bryan Schafer, John (Doc) Halliday, Alan
Miles, Alan Riley, Geoff Pearson, Paul McQueen
and your editor. BRIG Ellwood gave the address
at the RAR Memorial, and as the 5RAR
Association Co-Patron and first CO of 5RAR since
de-linking, was honoured to join Dave in leading
us.
ANZAC Day 2017– Port Macquarie NSW
This photo is of the Hamlin family, with Eric
wearing his slouch hat. The family has been
photographed under this tree for over forty
years. Pam (in white beside Eric) says the tree
has aged almost as well as they have.

ANZAC Day 2017 – Hervey Bay Qld
Barry Baker, Max Postle, Ben Oram and Bill
Titley met once again to pay their respects.
The reunion was somewhat different this year
without our old mate Jack Bradd.
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BRYAN SCHAFER, OAM. On Wednesday 3rd May 2017 – exactly 49 years to the
day since he marched into 5RAR, Bryan (Blue) Schafer attended Government House
in Sydney to be awarded his OAM. On the same day, Ally Bailey, partner of our late
colleague Richard (Aussie) Biele, attended the posthumous conferring of the same
award upon Aussie. We are very proud of our mates being recognised. Ally will also
remain on our Half Circle mailing list, so that she may have some contact with
Aussie’s mates.

I came across this in my photos from Greece. It's the ancient Athenian Oath, that
soldiers took. Good stuff for Infantrymen. Paul McQueen
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A country boy joined the Army. His mother was so pleased that when she
attended the monthly meeting of the local CWA, she was bursting with pride.
She told the ladies present: “My Elroy has gone into the Army. He’s only
been there for three months and they’ve already made him a Court Martial”.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Half Circle was compiled and edited by Don Harrod – donharrod@bigpond.com,
0418 423 313, with help from Blue Schafer, Paul McQueen, the Hamlin family, Pat and Ben Oram, and
powered by the Lambs Valley Wine Company, Hunter Valley, NSW.
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