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This informal publication is for the members of C Coy 5 RAR (2nd tour), South Vietnam, 1969/70, and
for the families of those who are no longer with us. It is non-political, and is designed for us to have
a laugh at ourselves, re-live our memories, and maintain camaraderie. Formal advice, when needed,
should be sourced from Veterans’ Organisations.

A WAY OF THINKING
Initially I had always envied those of you that did your training with the Battalion before leaving
Australia for Vietnam. I couldn’t help thinking that you would have forged deeper ties and
relationships with each other this way. Everything was common to you all. The training in Australia,
exercises, the travelling to Vietnam together on HMAS Sydney and the Vietnam experience starting at
the same time.
For the reinforcement this can never happen. He turns up later in the tour and maybe does not even
come home with 5RAR at the end of the tour because he hadn’t been in country long enough. For the
reinforcement there could not be a common beginning and in some cases, not even a common ending.
Because of this the reinforcement can never be part of or share in that original camaraderie.
For the reinforcement this can sometimes make it all the harder to settle in when joining the Battalion.
Sure there are those that would make him feel welcome but for the reinforcement he can be painfully
aware that he has no shared experience, nor common ground with those he has just joined.
Commonsense dictates that the Battalion personnel had to change a lot over the 12 months. What with
the 9th, 10th and 11th intake of Nashos going home during the tour and then those that were killed or
wounded needing to be replaced how could one ever think that the Battalion would basically be made
up of the same personnel at the end of the tour that started the tour? But there would have been some
regulars and some 12th intake of Nashos who would have seen the whole tour through with the
Battalion. They would have trained together in Australia and served the whole tour with the Battalion
in Vietnam and I think if they felt this original camaraderie then I think they maybe have something
very special.
Interestingly, my first ANZAC Day march when back in Australia was not behind the 5RAR banner
but with the Vietnam Veterans group. A lot of the fellows I did basic and corps training with also
marched with me. They had ended up in different battalions but the common factor was that we started
in the Army together, did our training together and from those early experiences there was a natural
initial bonding. But it was inevitable it would weaken as we all went our separate ways in the Army.
For me though it was the Vietnam experience and not the Army experience that left the deepest
impression on me. The camaraderie created from the early Army experiences faded quickly and I was

never in a position to experience the camaraderie that comes from sharing from beginning to end the
preparation and full tour of duty of a Battalion, but there is something there still, I know this.
I believe it is the Battalion. We served with 5RAR in Vietnam. There are memories and experiences
unique to us only because we were in the Battalion on that tour. So in a way It doesn’t really matter
when we joined its’ ranks nor does it really matter how long we served in them - it is enough that we
did and that we did it together - and there for me is the bond. It doesn’t matter whether I haven’t seen
you for forty years it remains, I know this too.
THE REO (Alan Riley)
Ed’s note: this is the third of four articles written by Alan Riley, who joined C Coy as a reinforcement. Those
of us who trained and travelled with the Battalion to Vietnam had no idea that a reinforcement could have had
those mixed feelings, but I can assure all Reo’s that they were very much a part of our team, and have been
acknowledged as excellent soldiers.

Ross Bourke and
some mates stopped at
Muswellbrook (NSW)
recently, and paused at the
Vietnam Veterans’
memorial. Ross is shown
identifying the inscription
honouring the late Ted
Suttor.

FUNNY STORIES FROM VIETNAM: we thought that we might have had a better
response to the idea of re-counting some of the funnier times during our trip to
Vietnam. This space will be available for your stories NEXT MONTH – please
contribute! In the meantime, your editor can recall:
•

One of our blokes (nameless of course) got hold of a two way radio. On our
way to Vung Tau for a two day R&C break, we travelled through some road
works, with traffic being monitored by our ever friendly MPs. This bloke
caused utter chaos when he got onto their radio channel and did some traffic
control of his own. We could never understand why the MPs didn’t like us.

IN THE NEXT HALF CIRCLE – A summary of ANZAC Day in cities and
towns throughout Australia, where C Company 5RAR was represented.
Half Circle was compiled and edited by Don Harrod – donharrod@bigpond.com
(02) 6842 4913, 0418 423 313, with help from Alan Riley, Ross Bourke and Dave Wilkins.

