Number 174 – June 2021

This informal publication is for the members of C Coy 5 RAR (2nd tour), South Vietnam, 1969/70, and
for the families of those who are no longer with us. It is non-political and is designed for us to have
a laugh at ourselves, re-live our memories, and maintain camaraderie. Formal advice, when needed,
should be sourced from Veterans’ Organisations.

VALE – 3794483 PRIVATE RODNEY JOHN (ZUNNA) ZUNNEBERG
We have been advised that Rod (Zunna) Zunneberg passed away on Sunday 2nd May
2021. Rod had been ill for some time. Only recently (on Anzac Day 2021), Dave Wilkins and
Rod re-established contact. Rod told Dave that he had sustained a heart attack requiring open
heart surgery but the doctors said there was a high chance the surgery could be fatal so Zunna
passed on that. He also suffered badly from diabetes. Zunna sounded very positive
and uncomplaining when talking with Dave and they both agreed how very much they enjoyed
the new element to their lives their grandchildren brought them. Zunna also spoke with great
admiration for Lance Corporal Ian ‘Leisy’ Leis who he said saved his life during the fierce 7
Platoon battle on 31 July 1969 when Private Jim McMillan was killed in action and two other
platoon members were badly wounded.
A National Serviceman, Rod came to C Coy 5RAR on 14th July 1969, marching in from 1ARU. He
stayed with C Coy until the Battalion returned to Australia on 5th March 1970, arriving in
Sydney on the “Vung Tau Ferry” on 10 March before flying on to Melbourne. Rod was
employed as a rifleman in 8PL, and although he didn’t have a lot of time for authority, he was
a good, solid member of his platoon, and carried out his duties most efficiently. We pass on
our deep condolences to Rod’s family. May he Rest in Peace.
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AT THE RAP:
Bryan Schafer. We send our best wishes to our mates who
are not as well as they would like to be.
FROM ONE OF OUR MATES:
“After 51 years one of our members has just been diagnosed with a nasty that he picked up
in Vietnam. The nasty is a parasitic infection called “Strongyloidiasis”.
It is a potentially fatal disease caused by a roundworm which enters the body through the
skin. It travels to the heart via the bloodstream, then into the lungs and up the windpipe to
the mouth where it is unknowingly swallowed into the stomach where the parasite invades
the wall of the intestines.
This cycle keeps repeating as an autoinfection. After many years this becomes a chronic and
at times is a fatal condition.
This infection is usually asymptomatic and nearly all GPs would not consider testing for this
parasite due to no signs or symptoms.
All Vietnam Veterans are deemed to be at risk of having of “Strongyloidiasis”. Diagnosis is by
blood test which takes between 2-3 weeks to come through.
In most cases the treatment is simple and highly effective with no follow up needed.
After the infection of our comrade his doctor quite bluntly stated that all Vietnam vets should
be tested for this nasty.”
Ed’s note: We are all at an age where we should be very mindful of our health. If you are a bit off
colour, why not go and have a talk with your GP?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ANZAC DAY 2021

Wayne and Marie Herbert’s home in Perth during yet another lockdown – poppies
everywhere!
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John Hellyer decorated the lounge area of the Retirement Village occupied by John and
Hazel , South-West of Sydney. Eighty two residents attended the Service and luncheon. The
oldest resident, aged 96, recited the Ode.

Hervey Bay, Qld (l to r) Barry Baker, Max Postle, Neville Bryant (B Coy 1966/67), Ben Oram
and Bill Titley.

Eric Hamlin with his family in Port Macquarie, NSW.
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Ken “Legs” Leggett, John “Buddah” Martini and Bill Hartley, who invaded Sydney for this
year’s ANZAC Day. Geoff Pearson is in the background on the right. These men demanded
to know the whereabouts of David Wilkins, who, when hearing of their presence, fled to a
safe area.

ANZAC Day in Perth – the area was in lock down, but this did not stop old Tigers gathering.
Pictured are Bryan and Arleen Schafer, Terry and Lorraine Major, Terry and Margaret
Fitzgerald, and John (Doc) and Maureen Halliday.

4

Above left: Dave Bowman in Vietnam, 1966-7. Centre: Dave with his father (a WWII vet),
his dog and panel van in approximately 1976; and right: Dave with daughters Renee &
Chelsea. Although later in life, Dave was somewhat follicly challenged, the first two pictures
show he had a good crop. We greatly miss our old mate.
Looking at the above photos of Bowie, the thought has occurred that we should start a
segment in Half Circle - “Before and After we had Baggy Green Skins”. How about a couple
of your photos? Dennis (Digger) Nevins already has something in the pipeline.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------WHERE IS GERRY RANDALL (8PL)? Has anyone heard how Gerry is and how he is going? There
was some talk that he was on the mid-north coast of NSW. We would like to re-establish
contact with him. Please contact your editor if you can help.
A REQUEST FROM ROGER LAMBERT: I'm looking for photographs of me in Vietnam
(preferably not strung up by my boots from the rafters of the "Mushroom Club") to include
in the booklet that I'm compiling for my grandson; the booklet is about my time as a Platoon
Commander. I'd be very grateful if anyone has images that they are willing to share; the
source(s) will of course be acknowledged.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Camaraderie
In 1964, when I was a baggy-arse Lieutenant in my first posting, 2RAR (Pentropic) at
Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane, my Platoon Sergeant in E Company was a bloke called
George Mansford. A craggy, laid-back, down-to earth, Korean War veteran (as an
infantry Private), he could not have given me, through his guidance, a better start to my
military career. George would accept a commission later that year and progress through
the ranks to retire as a Brigadier. Now fifty-seven years after our first serving together,
we are still in contact and a while ago he wrote a piece on the spirit within battalions of
the Royal Australian Regiment which included the following:
“What of that regimental spirit? We were not born with it, nor was it issued to us,
nor given as a magical birthday gift or presented by some senior officer from
Canberra. It was developed slowly but surely on parade grounds, sentry duty,
facing danger, enduring incredible hardships together, caring and sharing with each
other, including the fear often hovering close by. Such spirit will always be a huge
and powerful weapon. It gives strength, and helps keep the team united, motivated
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and always ready to grit teeth, roll up sleeves to do what has to be done. The
following text says it for all in our tribe of what we breathe, speak of, and believe:
‘The spirit, which grows up in a Battalion (Regiment) … is a comradeship
almost spiritual in its strength and intensity. It springs from hardships shared
equally, risks run by all in common and its power exceeds most of the emotions
that an ordinary man will ever know. The care of soldiers for one another, their
sure and calm dependence on each other are hard to understand by anyone
who has not known it.’ – Osmar White.”
This might help explain to you why we from C Company, who served together in the
Vietnam War, in some cases for just a few months together, others for more than a year,
are still in contact with each other fifty-two years later. It was that shared hardship and
danger, faced together, that created the bond, the camaraderie.
Dave Wilkins

Brigadier George
Mansford, AM.

Ed’s note: Many of us are in touch with Brig George Mansford AM. He is on our Half
Circle mailing list. When he lets the pollies have it, they may be well assured that he puts
Australia first. George Mansford’s profile is in Half Circle number 106.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

******
Half Circle was compiled and edited by Don Harrod – donharrod@bigpond.com,
0418 423 313, with help from Wayne and Marie Herbert, Eric and Pam Hamlin, Bill Titley OAM, Bryan
Schafer OAM, John Hellyer, Andy MacDougal, Sally Bowman, Kiwi Hill and Roger Lambert, and behindthe-scenes assistance from Dave Wilkins OAM and Ted Harrison (the 5RAR Association Webmaster),
supported by The RB Co, and powered by the Lambs Valley Wine Company, Hunter Valley, NSW.
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