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This informal publication is for the members of C Coy 5 RAR (2nd tour), South Vietnam, 1969/70, and
for the families of those who are no longer with us. It is non-political and is designed for us to have
a laugh at ourselves, re-live our memories, and maintain camaraderie. Formal advice, when needed,
should be sourced from Veterans’ Organisations.

AT THE RAP:
Vince Feenstra, Allan (Bluey) Austin. Bluey says he can now
prove that he DOES have a heart! We send our best wishes to our mates who are not as well
as they would like to be.

Remember the “Walkies?”
The Harry Baily Theatre
adjacent to our lines in Nui
Dat, where we would take our
fold-up chairs and watch a
movie – “The Night of the
Living Dead” rings a bell!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What follows R & R – a surprise?
Not long after we arrived in South Vietnam (as it was called then); we were asked to
nominate our preferences for our week of Rest and Recreation (R &R). If I
remember correctly, the R &R destinations were: Taipei (in Taiwan), Hong Kong,
Bangkok (in Thailand), Singapore, Hawaii or Australia. I believe most of the
married guys elected to go to Australia to see their family. It was difficult to get a trip
to Hawaii as many Yanks wanted to go there.
I selected Bangkok as I was young (20 years old) and single and I wanted to see some
other parts of the world. I think I asked to go about half way through the tour so that
I would have a break and a chance to recharge my batteries.
When the time came, I was sent back to Nui Dat on a resupply convoy. I got
changed into my pollies and flew to Saigon where I spent the night. The next day I
was taken to Tan Son Nhut airport for the R &R flight to Thailand. The passengers
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were mostly US Service personnel. I was surprised by the number of medal ribbons
and badges they were wearing.
When we arrived at Bangkok airport I was taken to the hotel which was very new.
The old city was on the other side of the river and a lot of new development was on
the hotel side of the river. I did a lot of tourist activities: visiting temples, going on a
floating market tour and a bit of shopping for the folks back home. The week was
over in no time and then back to the airport.
When I arrived back at Nui Dat, I expected to be sent out to re-join the Company on
the current operation. I was surprised to hear from the NCOIC Rear Details (SSgt
McLeod) that I would be leading a couple of Tactical Area of Responsibility (TAOR)
patrols instead.
I reported to Task Force Headquarters (TFHQ) for a briefing and to meet the patrol
members. There was one other Infantryman and he was tasked to be the scout. The
two RAE sappers knew how to operate the GPMG M60 and the RAA gunner knew
how to operate the radio so the key jobs were filled. Members of the other Corps
filled the other positions.
One TAOR patrol was uneventful but the second patrol was very different. For a
start, the patrol departed Nui Dat in an APC. A couple of APC were going to do a
clearing patrol north of Nui Dat then drop us off north west of Binh Ba, out of sight of
the village. Apparently TFHQ were concerned that not all TAOR patrols were
following directions and instead were not doing much walking and sending in false
radio reports. This could be a safety hazard as the artillery defensive fire missions
were planned to avoid TAOR patrols. So by dropping us off, we were then at a
designated start point and had to keep walking in order to get back on time. We were
also tasked to conduct ambushes at designated positions on the route back to Nui Dat.
After being dropped off by the APC, we then started moving to the first ambush site.
This was located on a track from Binh Ba to the Nui Dinh mountain complex (the
‘Warbies’). The track ran down a cleared area like a fire trail. So I set up our
ambush on the high side in a bushy area overlooking the track. After sending in our
location (LOCSTAT) by radio, arranging the night piquet roster for the M60 and radio
we settled down for the night routine.
During the night, I was woken by the sound of weapon fire from the direction of Binh
Ba. Not long after I was called to the radio and was informed that I was not to
initiate the ambush as a large enemy group had attacked Binh Ba and was now
withdrawing in our direction. I was asked to confirm that I understood the order by a
rather insistent voice on the other end of the radio. I then briefed the patrol.
Not long after, we heard the footsteps of the enemy running down the track. It did
seem a long time before the last of the footsteps faded into the distance. After their
departure, the remainder of the night was quiet.
When we returned to Nui Dat we found out that TFHQ thought a Company sized
force had attacked Binh Ba. After the debrief, I was free to return to C Coy lines and
have a shower before the Battalion returned from their Operation.
As an afterthought, I remembered that the guys returning from the Op smelled awful.
When you are one of the people in dirty greens after 4 weeks in the bush then you
don’t notice but when you are clean you do notice.
Happy New Year to all and I hope 2021 is better than 2020.
Barry Morgan
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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The Unknown Soldier
For those who don’t know the history and symbolism of OUR Unknown Soldier and the
Poppy - read this.
On November 7th, 1920, in strictest secrecy, four unidentified British bodies were exhumed
from temporary battlefield cemeteries at Ypres, Arras, the Asine and the Somme.
None of the soldiers who did the digging were told why.
The bodies were taken by field ambulance to GHQ at St-Pol-Sur-Ter Noise. Once there, the
bodies were draped with the union flag.
Sentries were posted and Brigadier-General Wyatt and a Colonel Gell selected one body at
random. The other three were reburied.
A French Honour Guard was selected and stood by the coffin of the chosen soldier overnight.
On the morning of the 8th November, a specially designed coffin made of oak from the
grounds of Hampton Court arrived and the Unknown Warrior was placed inside.
On top was placed a crusaders sword and a shield on which was inscribed:
"A British Warrior who fell in the GREAT WAR 1914-1918 for King and Country".
On the 9th of November, the Unknown Warrior was taken by horse-drawn carriage through
Guards of Honour and the sound of tolling bells and bugle calls to the quayside.
There, he was saluted by Maréchal Foche and loaded onto HMS Vernon bound for Dover. The
coffin stood on the deck covered in wreaths, surrounded by the French Honour Guard.
Upon arrival at Dover, the Unknown Warrior was met with a nineteen gun salute something that was normally only reserved for Field Marshals.
A special train had been arranged and he was then conveyed to Victoria Station, London.
He remained there overnight, and, on the morning of the 11th of November, he was finally
taken to Westminster Abbey.
The idea of the unknown warrior was thought of by a Padre called David Railton who had
served on the front line during the Great War. The union flag he had used as an altar cloth
whilst at the front was the one that had been draped over the coffin.
It was his intention that all of the relatives of the 517,773 combatants whose bodies had not
been identified could believe that the Unknown Warrior could very well be their lost
husband, father, brother or son...
THIS is the reason we wear poppies.
We do not glorify war.
We remember - with humility - the great and the ultimate sacrifices that were made, not just
in this war, but in every war and conflict where our service personnel have fought - to
ensure the liberty and freedoms that we now take for granted.
Every year, on the 11th of November, we remember the Unknown Warrior.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them.
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Coffin of the ‘Unknown Warrior’ Westminster Abby 7/11/1920
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------4

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SOME QUOTES FROM 2020
• “2020 is a unique Leap Year. It has 29 days in February, 300 days in March, and five years in
April.”
• “2020 feels like a test I didn’t study for.”
• “First time in history we can save the human race by lying in front of the TV and doing
nothing. Let’s not screw this up.”
• “2020 was like looking both ways before you cross the street, then getting hit by an
airplane.”
• “Coronavirus has turned us all into dogs: We roam the house looking for food, we’re told ‘no’
if we get too close to strangers, and we get really excited about car rides and walks.”
• “Can we uninstall 2020 and install it again? This version has a virus.”
• “If they just called it the ‘stay at home challenge’ and posted it on social media, things would
be completely back to normal by now.”
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FOR OUR VICTORIAN MATES, (OR THOSE TRAVELLING THROUGH):

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE. LET’S HOPE THAT
IT IS KINDER TO US THAN 2020, AND THAT WE ALL
KEEP WELL! !
Half Circle was compiled and edited by Don Harrod – donharrod@bigpond.com,
0418 423 313, with help from behind-the-scenes assistance from Barry Morgan, Bluey
Austin, Ken Watson (A Coy), David Wilkins, Judith Ducker, Greg Carter (Cockatoo Rise
Retreat), Ted Harrison (the 5RAR Association Webmaster), supported by The RB Co,
and powered by the Lambs Valley Wine Company, Hunter Valley, NSW.
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