Number 176 – August 2021

This informal publication is for the members of C Coy 5 RAR (2nd tour), South Vietnam, 1969-70, and
for the families of those who are no longer with us. It is non-political and is designed for us to have
a laugh at ourselves, re-live our memories, and maintain camaraderie. Formal advice, when needed,
should be sourced from Veterans’ Organisations.

AT THE RAP:
Neville Hayne (hip replacements). We send our best wishes
to all our mates who are not as well as they would like to be.

VALE – 134368 CORPORAL EDDIE KIME

FROM DAVID WILKINS OAM, Company Commander C Coy 5RAR 1969-70:
Eddie was a most efficient and competent Corporal section commander in our Rifle
Company, a position of great importance as the leader of 8 to 10 soldiers at the very front of
our many battles, small and large. As such, Eddie, calm and in control, was one of a handful
of Corporals in C Company and saw more than his fair share of combat action during 5RAR’s
tour of duty in South Vietnam. Ed’s family may be justly extremely proud of him for his
dedication and service to Australia as a brave soldier and leader of men. On behalf of the
men of C Company 5RAR I offer our most sincere condolences for your loss.
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FROM RUSSELL ‘KIWI’ HILL, Platoon Sergeant 8PL C Coy 5RAR 1969-70
Eddie Kime was one of our section commanders in 8pl C Coy. As a Platoon Sergeant I relied
on people like Eddie heavily to keep all the members of the platoon informed on what was
happening at ANY given time, whether we were out on operations or at our Nui Dat base.
I was fortunate to have three very good section commanders Eddie Kime, Dave Fazackerley
and Bunny Hyde. Whilst living in Tasmania for a few years after our return from Vietnam,
with the help of Kevin Mulligan, we located Eddie who was living in Hobart with his wife and
family. We arranged to all get together at the Tassie Vietnam Veterans’ Retreat and a very
emotional meeting took place. After that time, I spent a lot of time with Eddie, Dave, and
Kevin. We all had some great times together, and those times will remain with me forever.
RIP Eddie, your work is done. Your Country thanks you.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------FROM HALF CIRCLE NUMBER 175 – WHO ARE THESE MEN?
A message from Ed Davies: Hi there, hope all’s well as can be. I saw a pic of me in the 1987
reunion photo; I am the one 2nd on the left kneeling down. All the best and my regards to all
the boys.

7 PL group training in Australia prior to Vietnam – pictured (L to R) are CPL Jack Loader,
PTEs Wayne (Bluey) Maltby, Peter Molloy and John Faint.
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BEFORE AND AFTER WE HAD BAGGY GREEN SKINS – Roger Lambert’s story:
Growing up in Newcastle, NSW, I was educated at St Joseph’s Primary School at the
Junction, St Mary’s Star of the Sea, The Hill, Marist Brothers, Tighes Hill and Marist Brothers,
Hamilton.

One of my school mates, Mick Slater, and myself, circa 1963.

When I left school after the Leaving Certificate in 1963, I applied for a job at the then
Newcastle Morning Herald as a cadet journalist but was unsuccessful. I then applied to the
then Waltons’ retail stores as a trainee manager and was successful in gaining a position in
their Hunter Street, Newcastle store. The trainee management scheme required travelling to
Waltons’ head office in Sydney once a month.

Waltons, Hunter Street, Newcastle.

Waltons’ Head Office, cnr George and Parks Sts, Sydney.

Although having to work Monday to Friday as well as Saturday mornings, life was carefree in
those days. Surfing was the number one agenda item followed by the nightlife at dance
venues and pub entertainment. Showing my age but in those days, one had to purchase
‘supper’ at a hotel venue in order to remain for the entertainment after front bar closing hour.
All of that changed when a letter arrived for me in 1966 advising of my call-up for National
Service. Little did I know how that one letter would ultimately change my life and future
career path. From a baggy-arse recruit at Singleton, to an Officer Cadet at the Officer
Training Unit, Scheyville and ultimately, 26 years in the Australian Regular Army, retiring as a
Lieutenant Colonel in 1992.
After a year renovating and painting the family home, it was strongly suggested to me by the
better half that I get a job and start being the family bread winner once again. So, in 1994, I
half-heartedly applied for a couple of positions, mainly to give myself the opportunity to hone
my interview skills, before applying for a management position with the New South Wales
(NSW) Public Service.
I was successful in gaining an appointment as the Manager Administration with the then NSW
Environment Protection Authority (EPA). Somehow, I managed to survive numerous reorganisations until my appointment as the Director Administration and Facilities with what had
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become the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) within the NSW Premier’s
Department.

Ms Sophie Pimm (Sustainability Government Team) and me on 29 May 2012 after attaining a 4.5 star energy
efficiency rating for the then Office of Environment and Heritage tenancy, Goulburn St, Sydney, NSW.

On 31 October 2012 our Chief Executive, Sally Barnes, presented Outstanding Professional
Service Awards at a ceremony held in the OEH office, Goulburn Street, Sydney. My
Administration and Facilities Branch was a recipient of an award which “acknowledged the
smooth and efficient delivery of the transition of the EPA from OEH. This was a complex,
multifaceted program which required collaborative and collegiate engagement of crossdivisional groups. Awards were presented to OEH Branch leaders to acknowledge the
outstanding work of their people, as well as the individuals in the EPA Transition Working
Group”. I guess all that leadership, management, and logistics training that I’d received in the
Army really stood my team and me in good stead.
After 20 years as a NSW Public Servant, I retired in 2014 and once again set about
household tasks such as re-painting and gardening as well as pursuing numerous hobbies
that had been put on the back burner.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TRAVELLING ABOUT:
You’ve got to be joking!

The wife said:
“Here’s $20. Get the dog a jacket.
If there’s any money left over,
Get yourself a beer.

Half Circle was compiled and edited by Don Harrod – donharrod@bigpond.com,
0418 423 313, with help from Eddie Davies, Russell Hill, Roger Lambert, behind-the-scenes assistance
from Dave Wilkins OAM and Ted Harrison (the 5RAR Association Webmaster), supported by The RB
Co, and powered by the Lambs Valley Wine Company, Hunter Valley, NSW.
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