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The current 5 RAR Association three year membership period ended on 28th February 2014 
and you may not now be financial.  

To the right of your name, on the Address Sheet of this issue, there is a date showing the 
year that you are currently financial to. If the date shown is 2014 you will need to complete 
the Renewal Form, which is on the reverse of the Address Sheet, and send it with the $50.00 
payment to the Treasurer/Membership Officer at the address shown on the form. 

If these dues are not paid this will be your last copy of Tiger Tales and you will be ineligible 
to attend the 50th Anniversary Reunion. For any queries about your membership contact the 
Treasurer/Membership Officer, Ron Hamlyn, his contact details are on the Renewal Form.  

THIS MAY BE YOUR LAST TIGER TALES! 

Each year is a busy one in the Battalion, and 2014 has 
been no different. Although the Battalion was slotted into 
the ‘Reset’ phase of the Army’s new Force Generation 
Cycle, life has been as busy as always. Deployments to 
Butterworth and Hawaii were the highlights, followed by 
Tully trips, excursions to North Queensland as well as the 
normal suite of promotion and specialist courses. 

B Company proved their 
toughness and profession-
alism throughout a difficult 
deployment to Butterworth. 
C Company did the Battal-
ion, the Army and Australia 
proud in the world’s largest 
military exercise – Ex RIM-
PAC in Hawaii. D Com-
pany had a challenging 
year but has worked hard, 
maintaining strong morale 
and cherishing their special 
identity as ‘Reapers’. Sup-
port Company has spent 
the year supporting the 
Battalion’s deployments and maintaining the Battalion’s 
professional and specialist skills. And of course Log Com-
pany kept us all going, despite manning shortfalls and the 
imposition of numerous external audits.  

Throughout August and September LT Dickens and SGT 
Grant ran the first Assault Pioneer course in many years. 
I would love to hear from members of the Association 
when they think the last course was run in the Battalion. 
As an old Pioneer I was delighted to see us bringing back 
a forgotten capability.  

2015 looks to be a big year in the Battalion. We will have 
the normal suite of exercises and courses, but like most 
members of the Association, we are looking forward to 
celebrating the Battalion’s 50th birthday. The key event for 
the Battalion will be a Freedom of Entry march through 
Darwin on 5 November 2015, celebrating 50 years since 
the Battalion’s first formal parade. There will be an exten-

sive guest list, including all former COs, RSMs and past 
members of the Battalion. By having the parade and an 
accompanying sports and social program in November, 
we hope that many Association members will be able to 
attend both the birthday celebrations in the Gold Coast as 
well as the Battalion’s activities. 2015 key activities in-
clude: 

 1 Mar 2015. 5 RAR Association Reunion. CO, RSM 
and Colour Party to attend.  

 1 Mar 2015. Battalion BBQ in Darwin/Cultana.  
 5 Jun 2015. Soldiers Dinner for 47th anniversary of 

the Battle of Binh Ba.   
 5 Nov 2015. 5 RAR Freedom of Entry to the City of 

Darwin. 
 6 Nov 2015. Official opening of the re-furbished Bat-

talion Museum and Open day.  
 7 Nov 2015. Battalion Birthday Ball. 
 9-13 Nov 2015. Battalion sporting carnival. 
 13 Nov 2015. Presentation of Warr-Khan trophy for 

champion JNCO. 

Throughout 2015 we will work on rejuvenating the Battal-
ion Museum. Over the years the collection has grown 
somewhat tired, and the key project for 2015 will be bring-
ing the collection up to a high standard, with displays for 
each major milestone in the unit’s history – Battalion for-
mation, Vietnam First tour, Vietnam Second Tour, the 5/7 
RAR years, East Timor, Iraq, Afghanistan, as well as a 
display for Quintus.  

A key aspect of the Battalion Museum will be a collection 
of photos. The Australian War Memorial has hundreds of 
photos donated by past members of the Battalion, but we 
will not be able to access these without purchasing them. 
As a result, I would request any photos (with names and 
location if possible) that Association members would be 
willing to send to the historical collection be forwarded to 
5RAR.S2Cell@defence.gov.au . We will then aim to have 
a computer touch screen for each of the displays with the 
relevant photos from each tour.  

(Continued on page 2) 

LTCOL Richard Barrett. 
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CO 5 RAR REPORT - Cont. Our Patron and I have recently returned from a visit to 5 

RAR in Darwin. We were again made very welcome and 
we had a great opportunity to talk to many officers, NCO's 
and soldiers. The battalion was conducting its annual 
‘blood week’ which is a range of inter-company sporting 
events. BRIG Khan spoke to the battalion about the im-
portance of junior leadership and presented the annual 
‘Warr-Khan Trophy’ to the most outstanding junior leader. 
This year we congratulate CPL Todd Dovey of Support 
Company as the recipient. Part of his citation is on Page 
4. The battalion is in excellent shape and looking forward 
to some new challenges in our 50th anniversary year. 

2015 will be a significant year for the battalion and the 
association as we celebrate our 50th anniversary.  Our 
reunion on the Gold Coast may very well be the last one 
of this nature for the formative generation of tigers, so 
please make a strong effort to be there. Acceptances at 
this stage are over 500 and we hope this will rise consid-
erably before the deadline of 31 December, now getting 
very close.  

Due to a 1 Brigade exercise at Cultana SA, representa-
tion from the battalion will be limited, however the CO, 
RSM, the champion soldier of the battalion plus the 
Queens and Regimental Colours will be attending.  As a 
result of the conflicting exercise, 5 RAR will hold a series 
of 50th anniversary activities later in Nov 2015 to coincide 
with the official inaugural parade of the battalion which 
was held at Holsworthy on 5 Nov 1965.  LTCOL Barrett in 
his cover report has outlined the battalion's plans for our 
50th anniversary. We are already working cooperatively 
with 5 RAR on a number of these initiatives. 

Memorial Plaques   

Mr Fix-It, Brian Budden has been working on this project 
and has now produced a third draft plaque that has been 
jointly agreed and we will now proceed to production. 
These plaques are cast bronze and similar in quality to 

the plaques in the 
grounds of the AWM. 
They also incorporate 
a slot at the top 
where a poppy can 
be placed. In respect 
to our fallen, the bat-
talion lowers the bat-
talion flag and places 
a poppy next to the 
plaque on the anni-
versary of each KIA.  

The cost of this $14,000 project will be shared by the bat-
talion and the association.  We will further attempt to re-
duce the cost with the battalion seeking funding support 
from the RAR Foundation and the association seeking a 
grant from the DVA ‘Saluting their Service’ program. Sub-
ject to this outcome, there may be a requirement to seek 
voluntary donations from our members. I hope to have 
further information on this by the AGM in February. 

Memorial Photos in BHQ 

I have recently received from the Office of Australian War 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The Battalion has just re-established a Facebook pres-
ence, at https://www.facebook.com/pages/5th-Battalion-
Royal-Australian-Regiment/347297728781260?
ref=bookmarks . We will ‘like’ the 5 RAR Association 
Facebook page and it should prove to be a useful tool to 
keep our current members, their families friends and for-
mer members well connected with what is going on in the 
Battalion. Please look us up and ‘like’ 5 RAR. 

In order to refurbish the mu-
seum, we will need to ac-
cess a range of funding 
sources. The Battalion will 
seek support from normal 
Army avenues, but impor-
tantly we will also seek fi-
nancial support from current 
and past members of the 

Battalion, as well as outside or corporate sponsors. We 
will record these contributions with a 5 RAR Birthday 
Benefactors Board in the Museum, recognising individual 
contributions of $500.00 or corporate contributions of 
$1000.00 or more. The details are: 

Australian Defence Credit Union 
Account Name: 5 RAR RTF Historical Collection 
BSB: 642170 
Account Number: 100245539 

Each contribution of any amount will be recorded and a 
receipt emailed or posted to the donor.  

The Battalion will pursue a range of additional projects/
plans throughout 2015, these include: 

 Create a formal paved Battalion parade ground.  
 CO’s Library. The facility would act as a repository of 

books, journals and other resources from 5 RAR’s 
history as well as for the purposes of broader profes-
sional military education. If Association members 
have any books or other memorabilia to donate to the 
library they will find a very good home.  

 Refurbishment of unit KIA memorial plaques. The 
current KIA plaques have aged poorly in the Darwin 
weather, and we are well underway with the help 
from Brian Budden to replace them with all weather 
bronze plaques. 

 KIA and killed in training Memorial Frames in BHQ. 
We will seek to have a photo and small description of 
each member KIA or who died in training on the walls 
within BHQ.  

 Renovation of the Gary Holmes Club.   
 RAR and Tiger V Unit Signs on the front of BHQ. 

The birthday celebrations will shape everything we do 
throughout 2015, and our theme for 2015 will be ‘to hon-
our those who have gone before us’ and to ‘make our 
own history’.  

I hope that all members of the Battalion, past and pre-
sent, have an excellent Christmas and are roaring to go 
for the Tiger Battalion’s 50th birthday next year.  

LTCOL Richard Barrett 

The sample plaque. 



3 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - CONT. 

Graves, copies of all the photos of our members who 
were KIA that will be displayed at the Vietnam Veterans 
Education Centre (VVEC) to be established in Washing-
ton DC. These photos have been provided to the battalion 
as the basis for the display in BHQ. These photos will 
also be passed to our webmaster so that commemoration 
on the website can be updated as necessary. The VVEC 
in Washington is a major government funded commemo-
rative initiative and the Chairman of the Advisory Commit-
tee is our own Bob O'Neill. Bob will give a short update 
on this project during the AGM at the reunion. 

The  Warr Room   

Many will know that unit officers and sergeants messes 
have not existed for many years. In Darwin, each major 
unit has its own room within the 1 Brigade officers' mess. 
The 5 RAR room is now, with Shirley Warr's approval, 
known as The Warr Room. This room will be upgraded 
and will include a photograph and biography of COL John 
Warr DSO. The CO is also having photos of all eight offi-
cers KIA from both tours of Vietnam placed in the Warr 
Room with their medals and description of the circum-
stances of death. This project is well underway with three 
frames already completed. 

Constitution  

Whilst it has taken longer than we hoped, the Association 
is now registered under the NSW Department of  Fair 
Trading as an incorporated association with a new consti-
tution. Our official title is now "5th Battalion The Royal 
Australian Regiment Association Incorporated". The 
postal ballot held in Oct resulted in 482 ballot papers be-
ing returned with 449 voting in favour, 3 against, 5 ab-
staining and 25 informal.   

I should point out that the new constitution includes all the 
key elements of the previous constitution that served us 
well for so many years but is now updated to meet the 
statutory requirements of the NSW Associations Incorpo-
ration Act 2009. The AGM at Twin Towns will be the first 
to be conducted under the new constitution. I thank my 
fellow writing team members Trevor Carter and Bruce 

Schmidtchen for their stalwart work in completing this 
project, and Geoff Pearson with Paul McQueen as scruti-
neer for conducting the vote count. 

Committee Positions  

Under the new Constitution committee positions are re-
quired to be voted upon at the AGM. Current committee 
members are eligible for re-election. I ask you to think 
carefully about contributing to the Association as a com-
mittee member. A committee nomination form is enclosed 
with this issue. 

RAR Corporation 

I have had another hat over the past four years as an in-
augural director of the RAR Corporation, the body that 
represents all battalion associations and state RAR asso-
ciations. I have been re-elected once and this year, being 
up for re-election again I have decided not to put my hat 
in the ring. However, I will be representing the 5 RAR As-
sociation at the RARC AGM and National Council Meet-
ing at Singleton in late Nov. The RARC has made signifi-
cant progress in this time and is now recognised as a 
strong national voice in veterans matters. My fellow Direc-
tors have been extremely active. Our RARC Chairman, 
Mike von Berg MC (5 RAR 1966-67 and 1972-73) who 
also happens to be President of the very pro-active RAR 
Association (SA) represents all RAR Associations as a 
member of the Prime Minister Advisory Council on veter-
ans matters. Fellow Director MAJGEN Brian 'Hori' How-
ard AO, MC, PSM (Retd) is now a member of the RSL 
Defence Personnel and Families Committee. LTCOL Ted 
Chitham MC, OAM (Retd) as the national RARC Secre-
tary has been a driving force in the Fair Go campaign and 
other pursuits to better the conditions for our veterans 
and current serving members. I will miss this contribution 
but I feel it is time for some fresh voices. 

The Khan Tiger  

The Khan Tiger, one of 
those presented by our 
ubiquitous benefactor of 
early tiger days, Mr Bill 
Brennan appeared to be 
missing but was relocated 
12 months ago in one of 
the sub-units in Darwin but 
without its base and in 
need of repair. Brian Bud-
den undertook this task 
and with the help of old 
photos from regimental 
property the Khan Tiger 
has now been fully re-
stored with a new base and with the exact same wording 
on the plaque. Our Patron was delighted with the finished 
result when it was returned to Darwin during our visit.  

Tina and I send our best wishes to all tiger families for the 
festive season and look forward to catching up with most 
of you on the Gold Coast in February. 

Roger Wainwright 

5 RAR’s ‘Warr Room’ at 1 Brigade officers’ mess. 

Colin Khan and the Tiger. 



4 AROUND THE STATES 

WA 

VV Day Perth  
On Sunday 17 August a service was held at the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Kings Park. The weather was not 
looking good but thankfully changed with sunshine for the 
whole service. 

We formed up behind the banners close to the lake along 
with a large contingent of South Vietnamese veterans 
who nearly outnumbered us. 

A pipe band then led us to the memorial. The welcoming 
address was given by Richard Williams President VVAA 
WA.   Chaplain Keith Wheeler, who was a former army 
chaplain, led the prayers and a reading was done by Mrs 
Erica Ward, daughter of Vietnam veteran Alan Bennett. 

The address was given by Ms Cynthia Griffin, the US 
Consul General. Her speech was very emotional and her 
knowledge of the Vietnam War was excellent. 

After the service I caught up with Alan Joyce, from 5/7 
Battalion, who has served 30 years and is now taking 
his discharge. He also informed me that his son is serving 
with 5 RAR in Darwin. Well done Alan! 

VV Day Quinns Rocks   
The service was held on Monday 18th August and due to 
inclement weather was held inside the sports club build-
ing. This year they honoured local soldiers who died in 
the Vietnam War.  

They have donated a plaque to Clarkson Library which 
will be placed in the foyer for all to see. 

The names on the plaque include four 5 RAR members 
who were killed in action: PTE Nick Cassano, LCPL 
Marian Tomas, PTE Anthony Waring and PTE James 
Webster. 

A big thank you is extended to both the Quinns Rocks 
RSL, for the plaque, and to the Shire of Wanneroo who 
have also named roads and a park in the area in honour 
of these members.  

The 5 RAR banner took pride of place alongside the 
plaque. 

L-R: Greg Negus, Russell Briggs, Alan McNulty DCM, Ivan Leach, 
Mike Nettleton, Blue Burridge MG and Alan Joyce kneeling. 

WARR-KHAN TROPHY 2014 
On Friday 21 November BRIG Colin Khan (Retd) pre-
sented this years Warr-Khan Trophy to Corporal Todd 
Aaron Dovey for his exemplary leadership and execution 
of duty as a Junior Non-Commissioned Officer of the 5th 
Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment. Corporal 
Dovey commenced the year as a rifle platoon Section 
Commander in 10 platoon, Delta Company; he has con-
sistently displayed outstanding commitment to his profes-
sional development, his duties and his soldiers. Excerpts 
of Corporal Dovey’s Citation follow. 

‘Corporal Dovey, through significant personal sacrifice, 
has embodied the Regimental motto, “Duty First.” He has 
consistently supported back to back unit and sub-unit 
courses and activities without protest. Of note, Corporal 
Dovey played a pivotal role in the training and preparation 
of the Battalion’s Duke of Gloucester Cup and Australian 
Army Skill at Arms Meeting teams. He diligently worked 
behind the scenes to prepare the teams by imparting criti-
cal knowledge, offering constructive criticism and evaluat-
ing performance dimensions.’  

‘Corporal Dovey successfully completed the School of 
Infantry’s Basic Sniper course in June 2014 as testament 
to his technical proficiency and work ethic. At the courses 
conclusion, Corporal Dovey was posted to the Sniper Cell 
where he instantly became pro-actively involved in assist-
ing the Sniper Supervisor in the development and execu-
tion of the 5 RAR Sniper Course. Corporal Dovey was 
subsequently tasked to support the 7 RAR Basic Recon-
naissance Course in Adelaide.’  

‘Corporal Dovey leads by example; he has consistently 
displayed an unparalleled work ethic and devotion to 
duty. He inspires subordinates and peers alike, to strive 
to achieve professional mastery; he is the ultimate exam-
ple of a motivated and professional Junior Non Commis-
sioned Officer. His tireless actions and positive attitude 
have distinguished him from his peers; bringing great 
credit upon himself, the Battalion and the Corps. He is 
unequivocally worthy of the Warr-Khan Trophy for his 
junior leadership and his efforts during 2014.’  

To read the full Citation go to 5 RAR Assoc Website at 
http://www.5rar.asn.au/articles/warr-khan-trophy.htm 

CPL Todd Dovey and BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM 
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There was approximately 200 people in attendance and 
we had 25 Association members and partners and every-
one enjoyed an afternoon tea that was provided by the 
sub branch. 

Alan McNulty 

Christmas  Lunch 
This year’s ACT Christmas Lunch will be held on Tuesday 
9th December 2014 at 12:30 hrs. The venue will be the 
Ainslie Football Club, 52 Wakefield Ave, Ainslie. 

Please RSVP to Bernie Pye by Friday 5th December on 
Ph: (02) 6242-4210, Mob: (0424) 701-784 or by Email: 
bernie.pye@bigpond.com 

Bernie Pye 

ACT 

TAS 

Well fellow members nothing much happening down here 
in Tassie at this time. I attended the memorial Service for 
our late Association Member ‘Tas‘ Evans, the Association 
Fuberal Sash was presented to Mrs Susie Evans, the 
widow of ‘Tas’. Drinks and nibbles were provided by the 
Ulverstone R.S.L afterwards, the service was one of sim-
plicity yet moving. 

 We have two of our members on the sick list, Gerry 
Coret has been examined, poked and prodded  by Cardi-
ologist and Haematologist, but now he has been declared 
fit and well (almost anyway). 

Rod Kenane a.k.a Chuck is currently in the Cardiac Cen-
tre of the Melbourne Private Hospital which is a part of 
the Melbourne Royal, Chuck is or will undergo keyhole 
surgery on his Heart. 

Good luck to both of you in regaining full health. 

As this is the last copy before Christmas I would like to 
wish each and every one of you Best Wishes for the Fes-
tive Season and a Happy New year for 2015. 

John Smee 

WA - Cont 

Quote: “There is the guilt all soldiers feel for having bro-
ken the taboo against killing, a guilt as old as war itself. 
Add to this the soldier's sense of shame for having fought 
in actions that resulted, indirectly or directly, in the deaths 
of civilians. Then pile on top of that an attitude of social 
opprobrium, an attitude that made the fighting man feel 
personally morally responsible for the war, and you get 
your proverbial walking time bomb. “ 

--Philip Caputo, 1982 

For those Tigers wanting to keep the Wolf from the door 
by keeping fit, then DVA are offering a supervised Exer-
cise Physiology program for Veterans. To find out more, 
go to the DVA website and click on Health and Wellbeing. 
Then, scroll down to H&W fact sheets. Then scroll down 
and click on HSV30 Exercise Physiology. 

In Brisbane, I can recommend Restart Exercise Physiol-
ogy at Carseldine 07 3036 6382 (which is where I am 
looked after by Kate Wyatt) and also at Hamilton 07 3319 
6165.  

You will need to go to your GP and ask him to sign a form 
D904, stating your health issues and that you need reme-
dial exercise. This program has made a big difference to 
my health. So, fellow Tigers, check it out and give it a go. 
You have nothing to lose except poor health and/or 
weight (if you need to) and everything to gain i.e. better 
health. Restart EP is affiliated with NJF Wellness Centres 
which are located throughout the state and the country. 
You will find them on Mr Google.  

Disclaimer - I am not getting paid for this in any shape or 
form, I just wanted to share the good news. 

Finally, Mick (Doc) Gregory is heading south to live in 
Launceston and I would like to wish him all the best in his 
new home. A bit far to come for lunch, mate! 

Paul Foley 

QLD  

AROUND THE STATES - Cont. 

URGENT TRANSPORT 
From 12 April until 2 May 1969, 5 RAR was de-
ployed on Op Coogee into AO Coogee, this cov-
ered the area from Xuyen Moc south to the coast.  

The headquarters of D445 Battalion with two compa-
nies was reported in the area east of the 'Long 
Green'. Aerial reconnaissance had also found that 
the beach in this area was being used by enemy 
shipping to land supplies for their installations in the 
Nui May Tao mountain.  
At one stage of the operation, C Coy was urgently re-
quired to redeploy to a new position. As a troop of tanks 
with a bridge layer was on hand, a calculated risk was 
taken to load them on the bridge layer for the move - 
amongst them, a tracker dog. 

A hundred men and a dog! 



6 EXERCISE RIM OF THE PACIFIC - Part 2 

Last issue we left you half way through our wonderful trip 
to the most beautiful training area in the world. Soon after 
being trained in the Fast-Roping techniques used in the 
GAIT (Ground Air Integration Training), we moved onto 
the more familiar and sickening sensation that comes with 
travelling in Mechanised Assault vehicles over the ocean.  

We spent two days being familiarised on Amphibious As-
sault Vehicles (AAVs or Amtracks) and then rehearsing 
dismount and embussing drills. Similar to M113s, the 
AAV is essentially an armoured tracked vehicle that 
floats. Having been previously sea sick aboard the 
HMNZS CANTERBURY, the men found themselves 
worse for wear, but put on a brave face and soldiered on. 
The previous familiarity with the M113s allowed the sec-
tion commanders to easily teach the newer soldiers in the 
company and the Mexican Marines the debussing drills. 

From there we were on our way out to Pōhakuloa Train-
ing Area (PTA), a US army base situated between two 
volcanos, on the big island (actually named Hawaii) via 
Hercules C-130 lift. PTA is located in the middle of two 

mountains and con-
sists of a Lava flow 
and many awesome 
ranges. It brings a new 
meaning to the term 
desolation, and the 
surface of the moon 
could take a few les-
sons in harsh terrain 
from it. The US Army 
administrates PTA and 
the variety of ranges 
there allowed for very 
different and exciting 
training opportunities 
that are not possible 
on Australian ranges, 
for regular Infanteers 
such as us.  

Foremost of these rare 
facilities was the (S)kill 

House range, run by LT Dan Kirkham (7 PL Commander), 
which allowed us to practice live fire room clearances of a 
large building in groups of up to four. This was widely re-
garded as one of the best ranges run and the soldiers 
greatly improved on the urban clearance drills that they 
had been taught in the MOUT (Military Operations in Ur-
ban Terrain) facility in Kaneohe Bay.  

The Infantry Platoon Live Fire range allowed for Platoon 
Commanders to practice both manoeuvre, and decision 
making, in a live fire (Both Ball and HE), high tempo envi-
ronment, with the final objective being the clearance of a 
Russian trench system. This enabled dynamic training 
that is simply not possible in Australia with the range limi-
tations in place back home. The targetry on this range 
was reactive to fires, and as a result, individuals and 
small team commanders could assess if their fires were 
effective visually, and compare scores afterwards.  

The field phase ended with Combat Landing Team Four 
(CLT-4) conducting a company sized advance to contact. 
The briefed scenario was us acting as Quick Reaction 
Force (QRF) against a platoon sized element holding a 
village. With a Super Stallion insert to the Area of Opera-
tion (AO), followed by a 15km stomp to the objective, we 
made good time and were able to manoeuvre 7 Platoon 
into overwatch 300m from the objective while concur-
rently breaking into the village from another flank. Both of 
these engagements distracted the enemy, and allowed 
the main assault force (The mighty 8 Platoon) to break in 
and conduct the full clearance.  

CLT-4’s culminating activity was the amphibious assault 
on Pyramid Rock Beach (PRB belongs on a post card, 
not a Military base). This activity was the main show 
piece for EXERCISE RIMPAC 2014, and was observed 
by Heads of Military and Heads of State alike. The as-
sault was staged from the USS PELELIU and CLT-4 was 
mounted in AAVs. The first wave was a multinational pla-
toon, consisting of a Mexican Marine, a US Marine and 
an Australian Army Section. This wave hit the beach soon 
after Japanese Defence Force Recon forces and was 
closely followed up by air assets and a second, all Austra-
lian, wave. The landing was supported by Naval and Air 
assets from the US forces and they certainly put on quite 
a show. 

LCPL Andrew Wilcockson, PTE Marcellus Sabatino, PTE Jack Cox 
and CPL Luke Matthews from the 8 PL debus from an AAV during 
the assault on Pyramid Rock Beach. 

LCPL Rodriguo Hernandez of the 
Naval Infantry Force of the Mexican 
Navy covers movement during the 
assault on a hostile village in PTA. 

8PL receives Quick Battle Orders prior to assaulting a hostile vil-
lage in PTA. Mexican Commander Major Fernando Valenzuela 
(Commander depth Platoon) looks on with a USN Corpsman. 



7 EXERCISE RIM OF THE PACIFIC 
- Part 2 

With EXERCISE RIMPAC 2014 completed, we reconsoli-
dated and prepared for our trip home aboard the now fa-
miliar HMNZS CANTERBURY to Townsville and finally 
back to Darwin for some well deserved rest.  

Charlie Company was away for over three months and 
over this time we developed and fostered many interna-
tional relations with more nationalities than I can count. 
The men (aside from getting an all expenses paid work 
trip to Hawaii), came out of RIMPAC as better and more 
proficient soldiers as a result of the training imparted by 
the different forces we worked with. That and they had an 
amazing time doing so. Aloha from Darwin! 

LT JR Malouf  
OC 8 PL 

PTE Vitale Johnston (7 PL) and CPL Marcio Mora from the Naval 
Infantry Force of the Mexican Navy, all smiles post exercise. 

This is the time of year that we spend 
time with our families and friends. But 
for our service personal, who are cur-
rently serving overseas or who are on 
duty, will not be able to do as we are 
doing. 

So, please, let us all spare a thought 
and wishes for those individuals to en-
joy their Christmas as much as they 
can. 

Personally Carol and I, would like to 
wish all of our Association members, 
serving 5 RAR members and all of 
their families a safe and happy Christ-
mas and a healthy, prosperous and 
fulfilling New Year in 2015. 

LONG TAN CONDITIONS 
For anybody considering travelling to the Long Tan Cross 
in with a group tour, please see the information from 
David Sabben, MG (6 RAR 1966-67) regarding the re-
planting of the plantation surrounding the memorial.  

It might be best to check with your Travel Agent to make 
sure that you will be able to attend any service that is to 
be held there. 

‘Just back from Vietnam and I can advise that the gather-
ings at the Long Tan cross for 2015, 2016 and later will 
HAVE to be limited. 

With the trees down, new plants have been sown - the 
new rubber trees are about 18" to 24" high right 
now. They'll grow quickly but will still be fragile for 3 or 4 
years yet. 

As they grow, the rubber plantation managers do at Long 
Tan as they do elsewhere - they intercrop until the rubber 
canopy covers the ground between trees. Currently, it's 
tapioca, standing about 3' to 4' tall at the moment. 

Here's the Cross sans trees - that's the quarried Nui Dat 2 
in the background. Here's another; imagine what 1000 
visitors will do to the tapioca crop as well as the new rub-
ber trees? 

That's a row of rubber trees in the gap beyond the white 
posts - still too small to be even seen among the tapi-
oca. I wouldn't be booking onto any tours to the Cross for 
a while. 

I'd also be looking closely at any move to take people to 
the Cross for the 50th in August 2016. 

Sad but there's the evidence. 

Pass to any who might need to see the reality beyond the 
grand plans and money-making ideas. 



8 LAND CLEARANCE OPERATIONS 

In 1969 5RAR was involved with the American and Aus-
tralian Land Clearing Teams on three occasions: Opera-
tion Federal in March 1969, Operation Esso in June and 
Operation Camden in August. 

The concept was to fell large tracts of jungle where en-
emy had established defensive strongholds and bunker 
systems, and thereby deny them access to those tradi-
tional sanctuaries. This method was an alternative to ae-
rial spraying of the forests with the toxic defoliant, Agent 
Orange. 

During Operation Federal, 5RAR, together with armoured 
support (Australian Centurion tanks and M113 APCs), 
provided the protection for the American bulldozers dur-
ing their daytime work, and also protection for the Night 
Defensive Position (NDP) by day and during the long 
nights of machinery maintenance.  

These were massive operations by Australian standards 
in 1969, with over 50 vehicles initially blazing their way 
through the dense jungle (again with our protection) to 
reach the designated first base. Once there, the D8 bull-
dozers with their specially designed Rome Ploughs 
carved a doughnut shape out of the jungle by clearing a 
circle about 100 metres in diameter. A 30-metre strip of 
jungle was left untouched to provide the outer perimeter 
of the doughnut and then from there the jungle was 
cleared and pushed back for at least 400 metres. On the 
outside of the 30-metre jungle strip of the doughnut the 
graders built a dirt and log bund, and it was behind this 
that the infantry and armoured troops established their 
defences for the protection of 
the position. There were 
variations on this theme. 

A rifle company was respon-
sible for the security of the 
NDP whilst another 
“patrolling company” pro-
vided protection to the bull-
dozers during the daytime 
work by sweeping an area in 
advance of the proposed cut. 
In doing this, the infantry 
would search in detail about 
500 metres in advance of the 
bulldozers as well as provid-

ing a platoon with APCs to escort the machinery to and 
from the NDP. At night the patrolling company would es-
tablish ambush positions beyond the timber tracts already 
felled and close to where the next day’s cut was to occur. 

The NDP protection company was responsible for base 
security at all times using two platoons, whilst half of the 
third platoon set ambushes outside the base and the 
other half-platoon was kept in reserve as a ready reaction 
force. 

At night, when the dozers had returned, the NDP was 
awash with blazing floodlights as the mechanics worked 
feverishly on the maintenance of the dozers parked in the 
centre. The infantry, tanks and APCs were positioned in 
the outer jungle fringe of the doughnut. With our evening 
ambushes set, anybody who moved outside the bund at 
night would only be enemy and would be shot. 

The next morning the dozers were ready to be escorted 
back to the jungle to recommence their destruction, their 
leading knife-edge blades re-sharpened. Not only were 
the massive blades of the Rome Ploughs used to slice 
and rip through the trunks of tall timber and undergrowth 
alike, but also the dozers worked in pairs about 100 me-
tres apart, linked by a long ship’s anchor-type chain, and 
as they clanked forwards the jungle was literally torn 
down with the trees ripped out roots and all. The pristine 
jungle was transformed into ground zero.  

During Operation Camden in the Hat Dich region the NDP 
was moved three times as the Land Clearing Team razed 
3,354 acres of dense jungle within a month. Operation 
Camden led to many fierce battles as well, culminating in 

our destroying a total of 
1,029 bunkers, 379 weapon 
pits, 1,000 yards of tunnels 
and 650 yards of trenches. 
Enemy casualties were 54 
KIA (by body count), another 
19 KIA (possible), 1 PW and 
20 WIA (and very likely many 
more who escaped our atten-
tion). Sadly, on the debit 
side, 5RAR lost 3 KIA and 
had 61 WIA. 

David Wilkins 
OC C Company,  

December1969-March 1970 

Protection troops from D Coy with bulldozers and APCs during a 
land clearing operation. 

These operations exposed previously concealed VC access tracks 
that would have been used for transit to villages or to and from 
defensive bunker systems.  
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HOW TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP; 

1. Fill in all details on the renewal  form that is printed on the reverse of the ad-
dress sheet of this issue of Tiger Tales. This MUST be filled in completely and 
returned to the Association Treasurer. 

2. Attach cheque, money order or a bank receipt if paid by direct deposit  to the As-
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notice) immediately. 
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5. If you are not certain of your financial status check directly with the Treasurer 
before payment. 

The Renewal Form can also be downloaded from the 5 RAR Association Web-
site. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS PROCEDURE 

It was June 1969 and I was 
new to this game. A Rein-
forcement on his first opera-
tion, complete with fresh 
greens and an embarrass-
ingly new bush hat. I was a 
field engineer, (now more 
romantically referred to as a 
Tunnel Rat), with 2 Troop 1 
Field Squadron and I was out 
on 5RAR's 'Operation Esso'. 

Geoff Hanley was my 'Number 1', the team leader of our 
two man Splinter Team. He was 'short' with just weeks to 
go, and he took me under his wing.  

In the early days of the operation we were situated in a 
small, and constantly moving base camp housing and 
protecting elements of the land clearing team in the Long 
Greens at the base of the Long Hai Mountains. 

Was I nervous? Well, I went ten days in-country before I 
had a crap if that's any indication. I kept eating, and drink-
ing, and wondering where it was all going. At one stage I 
convinced myself it must be coming out in my sweat ... 
there was a lot of that. 

In this mini base camp, surrounded by earthen bunds 
built by the bulldozer operators, we were allowed the lux-
ury of ponchos, air mattresses and mosquito nets. Sin of 
sins, I even took my boots off when I hit the sack. One 
night, very early in the operation, I was woken by Geoff 
telling me to: "get out quick there's movement!" As I rolled 
off the bedding and began to rise, one of our M60's 
opened up. 

This was it. This was serious. And I wasn't anywhere 

nearly properly prepared for it. I pulled my boots half on 
as Geoff yelled at me to move; "over here! over here! he 
said". With weapon in hand, webbing over the shoulder 
and boots flapping out sideways, at right angles to my 
feet, I waddled in the direction of Geoff's voice. 

"Under here," he said, as I ducked under a conveniently 
parked army truck, joining three or four other brave souls. 
An explosion ripped the air, followed by a moments si-
lence then a barrage of classic Aussie phrases suitable to 
the occasion. 

The VC had fired an RPG (Rocket Propelled Grenade) at 
the gunner who, by opening fire had given the VC an aim-
ing point. Realising we were failing to contribute to the 
security of our comrades, we exited our haven beneath 
the truck and took up positions on the bund wall. 

After an hour of 'standing to' and no further action, we 
were eventually 'stood down'. In the morning, as the sun 
rose, I glanced at the truck that had been our safe-haven 
just hours before and winced at the thought of what could 
have happened. 

Perched on top of the truck was a huge rubber bladder, 
filled with fuel for the bulldozers. Our overhead protection 
was a huge incendiary bomb that would have turned us to 
toast had it been hit. 

Lesson one from my first operation: Luck will have a lot 
to do with getting me through my 12 months in this place. 

Jim Marrett served as a Sapper with 2 Troop 1 Field 
Squadron in Vietnam from June 11 1969 to June 11 
1970. He was attached to 5 RAR operations, mostly with 
A Company until the Battalion left, he then worked with 7 
RAR. 

Jim Marrett 
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ROOTY HILL RSL - 10-12 August 2014 

Two former Fifth Battalion stretcher-bearers, Gary Phillips 
and Geoff Lowe, dreamt up a program to inform the 
younger generation on Australia’s military history, as a 
contribution to commemorating the centenary of Anzac. 
Speakers were engaged to deliver brief (10 minute) talks 
on aspects of military history from pre-Anzac times to the 
present. Their talks were interleaved with music played by 
the Army Band and the whole program ran for 2 hours. 
The presentations were repeated to fresh groups of stu-
dents twice a day over 3 days. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs provided a grant to 
cover the costs, such as hiring venues and buses to bring 
children in from schools. Several venues were arranged 
around Australia, including Caloundra, Rooty Hill and 
Dandenong. 

I was asked to participate in the Rooty Hill presentations, 
speaking on my medical experience in Vietnam. The 
Master of Ceremonies was Gary McKay. He had been 
conscripted and had served as a platoon commander in 
4RAR in 1971, shortly before Australia’s withdrawal from 
Vietnam. He was badly wounded and awarded a Military 
Cross. His MC is of historical interest. It was the last to be 
awarded in the Vietnam conflict. Indeed, as it turned out, 
it proved to be the last MC ever to be awarded to an Aus-
tralian, as the nation moved on from the British award 
system. Gary has written a number of books on his war 
experience as well as a range of other topics. He takes 
tour groups to the battlefields (see SAVMT info on Page 
11). He gave two talks; one was an overview of Austra-

lia’s participation in wars and peace-keeping operations 
and the second one on his own experience. 

Two veterans of the Afghanistan conflict – both Warrant 
Officers Class One and currently serving Regimental Ser-
geant Majors – gave accounts of their several tours of 
duty. David Welsh and Paul Dunbavin were impressive 
individuals, lean, and with a bearing of quiet authority. I 
was reminded of my antiquity when I learnt that Paul had 
been born two years after my return from Vietnam.  

They came in their field uniforms and brought their kit. 
The most impressive item was the ceramic body armour 
they currently wear in the field. This weighs 15kg and 
must be intolerable in the heat. The thermometer regis-
tered 57.6⁰ at 4.30pm on David’s birthday in July in Af-
ghanistan last year. (He has just flown in from Canberra 
where it had been -3⁰.) 

Rooty Hill – between Parramatta and Penrith – is the larg-
est RSL club in Australia and is on something of the scale 
of a major airport terminal. The auditorium holds 700 peo-
ple. Doffy came out with me for the first two days. We 
were accommodated in the Novotel hotel which is joined 
at the hip to the club. 

The students were from Years 7-10 and came from west-
ern suburbs schools, including Arthur Phillip, Holsworthy, 
Parramatta, Blacktown, Baulkham Hills, Bossley Park and 
Cumberland high schools, Wyndham College (Quakers 
Hill) and Emmaus Catholic College (Kemps Creek). Gaz-
ing out at the faces in the auditorium at each session pro-
vided a glimpse into the future of Australia. In my head, I 
kept hearing the 1960s song,  

‘What the world needs now is a great big melting pot,  

big enough to take the world and all it’s got.’ 

In most of the school groups, one could spot perhaps 
twenty Anglos among the 700 Sudanese, Chinese, Viet-
namese and subcontinentals. The one exception was 
Holsworthy HS where the school population is very much 
dominated by the children of army personnel, who remain 
predominantly Anglo. 

Their teachers kept a close watch over the youngsters, 
getting them to pocket their iPhones and lower their 
hoodies. In general their behaviour was fine and they paid 
attention. What was going on in their minds was another 
matter and I asked several of the teachers to give us 
some sense over coming days of what the students 
thought about the show. Could they identify in any way 
with the Aussie military legacy? Put simply, the military 
was so obviously a world apart, both in racial composition 
(overwhelmingly Anglo-European) as well as culturally. 

The two RSMs took questions after their talks. Predictably 
the first question was “Have you ever shot anyone?” 
David’s Delphic reply was “I’ve always been a terrible 
shot!” 

A timid Chinese-Australian girl asked “How did you sur-
vive the war?” 

Answer: “Good training and good teamwork”. 

“What’s the scariest thing that happened to you in Af-
ghanistan?” 

SONS OF ANZACS–COMMEMORATIVE PRESENTATIONS 

Tony White.                           Photo by Susan Gordon-Brown  



11 SONS OF ANZACS - Cont. 

The Sons of ANZACs Vietnam Commemoration Tour 
September/October 2015, in the dry season, with a com-
memorative service at Long Tan to recognise all those 
who took part in the campaign.  

We encourage all Vietnam veterans and families 
from Australia and New Zealand to consider joining us; it 
may be the last opportunity to take part in a large scale, 
and meaningful, commemoration by the grandsons of 
ANZACs. 

For more information please contact: 

Gary Phillips or Geoff Lowe 
Sons of ANZACs Vietnam Memorial Tour 
Email: gp63@internode.on.net or 
onehung_lowe@hotmail.com  
Web: www.vietnamtour2015.com.au 

Gary Phillips 
5 RAR Band/Stretcher-Bearer, 1966-67 

Answer: “Being shot at while up in a helicopter.” 

The Army Band (Sydney) was superb, under their band-
master Henni Anning. They numbered 23 and had a wide 
repertoire, ranging from rock’n’roll to the classics. They 
knew what to serve up to a particular audience and had 
the kids fully engaged. Angie Currington belted out the 
National Anthem the way it should be sung, i.e. minus the 
slides and warbles you have to endure at the football. 
She and the male vocalist (Jeff Camilleri) did a great job. 
For the Vietnam era, they sang I was only 19 and We 
gotta get out of this place. The Afghan era was covered 
by Beccy Cole’s Poster Girl, her response to a fan who 
was enraged that she had gone off to entertain the troops 
in Iraq. The band had a great rendition of the Last Post, 
interpolated with Finlandia. 

There had been an essay competition over the previous 
couple of months. The winner was a sweet 12 year old 
Indian-Australian girl, Aryenish Kavarana, from Penrith 
HS. At the end of the final session she was awarded the 
prize which was a tour to Vietnam in one of Gary McKay’s 
trips. I got to meet all her family. They were all very proud 
and would be going with her. She lined up all of us speak-
ers for a photo.  

We had lots of expressions of appreciation from students 
and teachers as they filed out of the hall at the end of 
each session. These few days gave us a privileged brush 
with about 2000 of the newest generation of Australians. 

CAPT Tony White  
RMO 1966-67 

CAPTURED VIET CONG FLAG 
During the 1966/67 Xmas/New Year 'truce' period, the 
Australian Task Force still maintained security patrols 
outside the Nui Dat base area. 8 Pl C Coy 5RAR com-
manded by Lt Roger Wainwright conducted one of these 
patrols along the base of the Nui Dinh hills to the west of 
the Task Force base in Phuoc Tuy Province, Vietnam. 
During the patrol, the platoon encountered a small VC 
bunker complex that had recently been vacated. In 
searching the position a significant quantity of VC doc-
trine and training pamphlets were recovered, some down 
a well shaft. A National Liberation Front (Viet Cong) Flag 
was discovered amongst these items. On return to Nui 
Dat, members of 8 Platoon who participated in the patrol 
signed the flag as a memento of their time in Vietnam. 

National Liberation Front (Viet Cong) Flag, which is half, 
coloured bright red and half coloured bright blue with a 
faded yellow 5-pointed star in the middle.  

The names of 8 Platoon members are written in pen on 
the star. In the centre middle of the star is written 
"CAPTURED BY 8 PL C COY/27 DEC 66". The signa-
tures on the flag are at top Headquarters 8 Pl: Lt Roger 
Wainwright, Sgt 'Rowdy' Hindmarsh, Pte Alan Schultz, 
Pte David Sharp. At left, 4 Section: Cpl Russ Quinn, LCpl 
Tom Davern, Pte Lionel Holden, Pte Tom Checkley, Pte 
Dick Criss, Pte Frank Williams, Pte 'Snow' Wylie, Pte 
Robert Farrell. At right 5 Section: Cpl 'Doc' Urquart, LCpl 
Dave Bryan, Pte Sid Shore, Pte Graham Ball, Pte Terry 
Harris, Pte Bill Cavanagh, Pte Robin Lestrange, Pte Noel 
Fox. At bottom 6 Section: Cpl 'Curly' Koblitz, LCpl Murray 
Claydon, Pte Henk Maalste, Pte Barry Ledger, Pte 'JD' 
Allen, Pte Robert Wright, Pte Darryl McCombe, Pte John 
Searle. Parts of the flag are rust stained and have small 
holes. 

The flag was relocated by Roger in the attic of his parents 
home in Adelaide in the 1990’s. It was donated to the 
Australian War Memorial and is on display in the Vietnam 
Gallery. 

The Viet Cong flag captured by 8 Platoon. 



12 IN MEMORIUM 
2789206 TREVOR JOHN DONNELLY 

8 June 1947 -  3 August 2014 
PTE Trevor Donnelly passed away  in 
Grafton, after an extended illness, on 
Sunday 3 August. 

Trevor served with Tracker Platoon, 
Support Company, 5 RAR in South 
Vietnam from 8 February to 10 De-
cember 1969. 

On RTA Trevor served in the Army 
Reserves until March 1971 when he re-enlisted, and 
joined 1 RAR at Laverack Barracks, Townsville. He par-
ticipated in Exercise ‘Treble Charge’, in Papua New 
Guinea, while serving with 1 RAR.  

A funeral service was held for Trevor at Marina Park, 
South Grafton on Friday 15 August, and was followed by 
a private cremation. 5 RAR Association members were in 
attendance at the service. 

61618 HUGH CHARLES EVANS 
19 March 1946 - 13 July 2014 

CPL Hugh ‘Tassie’ Evans, of Ulver-
stone, Tasmania, passed away sud-
denly on Sunday 13 July, after suffer-
ing a massive heart attack. 

Tassie served with distinction as the 
Platoon Signaller with 1 Pl, A Coy, 
from 8 May to  13 September 1966 
when he was medically RTA’ed. 

He was fully involved in assisting members of the Veter-
ans community, Legacy, TPI Association, VVA and the 
Ulverstone RSL. Due to his ongoing health problems he 
stepped down from these activities, much to his disap-
pointment.  

A Memorial Service was held for Tassie on Friday 19 
September at ANZAC Park, Ulverstone. The 5 RAR As-
sociation was represented at Tassie’s service. 

4717639 KENNETH RAYMOND WARREN 
26 May 1945 -  7 September 2014 

We have been informed by Lynette War-
ren that PTE Kenneth  Warren passed 
away on Sunday 7 September, in St 
Andrews Hospital Adelaide.  

He had suffered from cancer for many 
years and in the end the liver and bone 
cancer became too aggressive for him 
to cope. 

Ken served with 7 Platoon, C Company as a rifleman for 
the full first tour of South Vietnam, he was a highly re-
spected and liked member of the unit. 

A Funeral Service was held for Ken at the Moonta Mines 
Uniting Church on Monday 15th September and then a 
committal at the Moonta cemetery. 5 RAR Association 
was represented at the service. This was followed by af-
ternoon tea at the family home. 

8553658 SHAYNE WILLIAMS 
6 May 1987 - 29 August 2014 

CPL Shayne Williams passed away in 
tragic circumstances on Friday 29 
August. 

Shayne’s postings included Army Re-
cruit Training Centre, School of Infan-
try and 5 RAR.   He served with 5 
RAR in C and D Companies and de-
ployed on Operation Resolute, the 

ADF’s contribution to the protection of our borders. 
Shayne then joined the 5/6 Royal Victorian Rifles, a Re-
serve Battalion. 

A Funeral Service was held for Shayne at Sherwood Re-
ceptions, Greenvale, Vic, on Tuesday 9 September. The 
5 RAR Association was represented at the service, along 
with Shayne's Battalion mates. His mates have started a 
trust fund for his 7 year old daughter Jordan. 

218345 ELLIS HYDE 
25 May 1936 - 14 September 2014 

We have recently been informed by a 
granddaughter that Ellis ‘Bunny’ Hyde 
has recently passed away in Bris-
bane.  

Bunny arrived in Vietnam in March 
1969 and was posted to 1ARU. He 
was subsequently transferred to C 
Coy 5RAR in October 1969, and ful-

filled the role of a Section Commander in 8PL until the 
Battalion returned to Australia in February 1970. Bunny 
had previous military experience in the British Army, and 
this experience no doubt assisted his leadership skills. He 
was a good leader, and was well regarded by both his 
men and his superiors.   

After returning to Australia, Bunny continued to serve for 
a time in 5 RAR. 

3787916 LIONEL GEORGE DUROUX 
31 December 1944 – 19 September 2014 

We have been advised that PTE 
Lionel Duroux passed away suddenly 
early on Friday 19 September. Lionel 
was staying with his brother, Brian, 
while he was attending a fellow ser-
viceman’s funeral in Hervey Bay, 
QLD. 

Lionel had been serving in the CMF 
when his birth date came up for National Service and he 
was deferred. He later joined the ADF and was posted to 
5 RAR where served with D and ADM Coy, in SVN from 8 
February until 2 July 1969, when he was RTA’ed. He 
transferred to RAASC and served for 20 years until he 
retired. 

The Funeral Service was held at the Uniting Church, Red-
cliffe, on Wednesday 1st Oct 2014. 
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3795189 RONALD PETER CHIVERS 
17 April 1948 – 22 September 2014 

Sadly we have been notified that PTE 
Ronald ‘Hoss’ Chivers passed away 
on Monday 22 September at Eton, 
near Mackay, in North Queensland. 

Ronald served in South Vietnam with 
1 ARU and was then posted to 3 Pla-
toon, A Company, 5 RAR where he 
served from 3 September 1969 until 5 

March 1970.  

On 3 December 1969, while participating in Operation 
Kings Cross, Hoss received fragmentation wounds during 
an enemy contact. 

A Grave-side Service was held for Ronald on Wednesday 
24 September at the Walkerston Cemetery, Walkerston, 
QLD. 

IN MEMORIUM 
39650 MAXWELL JOHN GARDNER 

29 October 1941 – 27 September 2014 
Regretfully we have been informed 
that PTE Maxwell ‘Tracer’ Gardner, of 
Shepparton, Victoria. passed away, 
on Friday 27 September, in tragic 
circumstances. 

Max enlisted in the ADF and after 
recruit training was posted as a rifle-
man to 11 Platoon D Company 5 

RAR, 1969-70.  He sailed to Vietnam and returned to 
Australia on HMAS Sydney. Max also took part in all 5 
RAR Operations including the Battle of Binh Ba. 

Max worked for Telstra in Shepparton, his hobby was 
Martial Arts and was both a non smoker and drinker. 

A funeral service was held for Max at the Church of 
Christ, cnr Nixon and Corio Sts, Shepparton, Vic, on 
Thursday 9 October. 

214129 BRUCE ANTHONY ROBERTSON 
3 June 1943 – 29 September 2014 

We have received notification that 
PTE Bruce ’Robbo’ Robertson 
passed away on the evening of Mon-
day 29 September at Pindara Hospi-
tal, Queensland. Robbo was being 
treated for cancer and other ongoing 
problems and very recently he suf-
fered a major stroke. 

Robbo served with 10 Platoon, D Company on the Battal-
ion’s 1966-67 tour of South Vietnam. He returned to SVN 
with 1 ALSG and the Australian Force Vietnam Amenities 
and Welfare Group in 1969-70 

A Funeral Service was held for Bruce on Tuesday 7 Octo-
ber at Tweed Heads Crematorium in Tweed Heads 
South, NSW. There were eight 5 RAR Association mem-
bers were present at the service. 

2781601 WILLIAM NICHOLAS MAROULIS 
22 April 1945 – 20 October 2014 

PTE William ‘Bill’ Maroulis, late of 
Coffs Harbour, passed away sud-
denly in Bourke, NSW, on Monday 20 
October. While he was visiting his 
birthplace, Bourke, and enjoying a 
game of golf, he suffered a heart at-
tack. 

Bill served with 7 Section, 3 Platoon, 
A Company, initially as the machine 
gunner and then as the MG No 2. He served for the dura-
tion of the Battalion’s 1966-67 tour of South Vietnam. 

Relatives, friends and ex-service personal were invited to 
attend Bill's Funeral Prayers celebrated in St. Augustine's 
Catholic Church, Coffs Harbour on Monday, 27th October 
2014. 12 of his 5 RAR mates gathered after to remember 
him in their own way. 

217886 LEONARD WILLIAM MOORE 
2 April 1949 – 26 October 2014 

Pte Leonard ‘Grub’ Moore passed 
away peacefully  on Sunday 26th Oc-
tober, in Innisfail Hospital, QLD, after 
a long battle with cancer. ‘Grub’ is 
remembered as  a courageous man 
who fought until the very end. 

He served with B Company, 5 Pla-
toon, 6 Section, as forward scout and 

later as 2IC for the Battalion’s 1969-70 tour of South Viet-
nam.  

Grub was a loyal mate and loveable ‘larrikin’, who en-
deared himself to all who knew him. 

The family remembered Leonard at a funeral service held 
for him at St Albans Anglican Church, Innisfail, QLD, on 
Thursday 30th October. 

2782115 ROBERT WILFRED TURNER 
5 February 1945 – 24 October 2014 

Pte Robert ‘Bob’ Turner passed away 
at his home in South Maclean, QLD, 
on Saturday 24th October, after a long 
illness. 

Bob served with B Company, 4 Pla-
toon, as a forward scout, from 10 May 
1966 until he was RTA’ed to Australia 
on 28 February 1967. He was 

Wounded-in-Action on 21 February 1967 during the Long 
Hai Hills mine incident. This incident killed 7 Bn members 
and 2 members of the APC Tp and 22 other members 
were wounded when an APC detonated a large mine. 

It was Bob’s wishes that there was a private cremation for 
him. His family held a memorial day for Bob at their South 
Maclean property on the morning of Saturday 8 Novem-
ber to which his ex-service mates were invited. 
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Tiger Tales is printed and distributed, for  
5 RAR Association, by The Pack Factory, 
169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, 
NSW, 2209. Graeme Tooth, the principal 
of The Pack Factory, is a veteran of 5 
RAR’s 1969-70 tour of South Vietnam. 

 DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and 
the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions or inac-
curacies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any li-
ability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from 
use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they war-
rant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are nec-
essarily the opinions held by the Association, the National Com-
mittee or the Editor. 

2781478 CLIFFORD RONALD DIBDEN 
8 January 1945 – 27 October 2014 

Sadly we have been notified that PTE 
Clifford ‘Cliff’ Dibden passed away 
suddenly on Monday 27 October at 
his home in Mayfield, NSW, appar-
ently from a heart attack. 

Clifford arrived at 5 RAR after his re-
cruit training and completed his Corps 
Training at Holsworthy, with 8 Pla-
toon, C Company. When more National Servicemen 
marched in from Infantry Centre he was transferred to 
Mortar Platoon, where he served in South Vietnam on the 
Battalion’s 1966-67 tour. 

A funeral Service was held for Cliff at Pettigrew Family 
Funerals,12 Harris St, Wallsend, NSW, on Monday 3rd 
November 2014. This was followed by a wake at the May-
field RSL, (Newcastle Diggers Club). 

61614 LAURENCE VICTOR LEWIS 
24 August 1941 – 12 November 2014 

It is with regret that we have been in-
formed of the passing of Laurence 
‘Laurie’ Lewis, who passed away on 
Wednesday 12 November. Laurie had 
been ill for some time and was being 
looked after in Townsville General 
Hospital. 

He served with the 5 RAR Band and 
was Platoon medic with 10 Platoon D Company where he 
was awarded an MID during an action. Laurie service in-
cluded 1RAR Band (attached), Engineers Band, NQ Army 
Band and 6 MD Band.  

A Funeral Service was held for Laurie on Thursday 20th  
November at Morley’s Funeral Home, Townsville. This 
was followed by refreshments at the Townsville RSL. The 
service was attended by some of Laurie’s 5 RAR mates. 

IN MEMORIUM 

WHY THE ROUGH MEN GO 
We go 

Not for the empty words of some politician; 
Not for the ‘inspiring’ speech of a General; 

Not to please an ignorant journalist. 
 

We go 
So that evil others do not come here; 

That our own land and people remain ignorant of war; 
So those that criticize can do so from a position of peace. 

 
We go 

So that children in faraway lands can walk a street without fear; 
That they can live without the shadow of a sudden violent passing; 

So that a smile at a stranger does not cost them anything. 
 

We go 
To hold our heads high and be acknowledged; 
For the chance of a piece of ribbon and metal; 

To know that we have tried to leave this world a better place. 
 

We go 
For our brothers of the blood red lanyard; 

Because we will never let our comrades walk alone; 
For our mates of now and wars past. 

 
I go 

So that maybe, 
Someday, 

My sons do not have to. 

 
Anonymous 5 RAR Soldier from the Afghanistan Tour 
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have not had such exposure. Whilst I have no statistics to 
back this up, it is however an impression that I hold. 

That ten year old giggler had no inkling of what life had in 
store for him.  He was to ripen into a grey haired old man 
who these days never misses the Anzac Day March, and 
Veteran's Day Ceremonies – not just for himself but for 
those that he knew, or knew of, who are no longer with 
us.   

These days I cannot hear the Last Post being played 
without my eyes welling with tears, and sadly remember-
ing my fallen friends and comrades.   I also sadly remem-
ber the men who served with us and have since passed 
on long before their time. 

LEST WE FORGET. 

Doug Bishop 
8 Pl, 1966-67 

By my best guess it was Remembrance Day 1957; a 
Monday.  Yes, I was just ten years old, in Grade 5 at 
Caulfield North Central School in Balaclava Road.  My 
teacher was Mr Laidlaw who smoked a pipe in class and 
had a speech impediment.  It would have been a bit be-
fore 11.00 o'clock I suppose, that he was telling the class 
about "… the bwavery of the Wats of Tobwuk." 

Tobruk had happened 
years before, hence it 
was ancient history to 
many of us; well, the 
Siege of Tobruk had 
been at least 5 years 
before I was born.   
Shortly before 11 
o'clock, as we stood 
by our desks, after an 
announcement a bu-
gle played the Last 
Post over the class-
room loud speaker 
and then there was a 
minute of silence. Af-
ter that they sounded Reveille. 

It was clear that this was a most solemn matter, but the 
problem with this young fellow was that the more serious 
the occasion the more he was inclined to get the giggles.   
And I was not the only one, even when I had managed to 
regain my composure, someone else could set me off 
again.  We probably got into trouble, but that is not what 
sticks in my memory. 

After that there were six more years of scholastic medioc-
rity and mucking around before it was generally agreed 
that it would be best for all concerned if school and I 
parted company.  That happened in August 1963.  By the 
time of my third dead-end job in mid 1965 it was recog-
nised that my talent as an 'assistant spray painter' still left 
a good deal to be desired. Vietnam was getting press 
coverage; the Army were looking for recruits, and on my 
second application I was accepted to become a recruit in 
August 1965 and in early September I was off to Ka-
pooka, NSW. 

From Kapooka to Ingleburn; and then from Ingleburn to 
Vung Tau, having turned 19 less than a fortnight before.  
Once I was acclimatised I moved to 1 ARU at Nui Dat 
before being posted to 8 Platoon, 5 RAR as a Rifleman, 
with Roger Wainwright. Several soldiers who had been 
housed in the hut next door at Ingleburn (one who had 
been in my platoon in Kapooka) were killed at Long Tan.  
Others in my battalion were either maimed or killed in 
fairly close proximity. In October 1966 I was one of sev-
eral to incur significant wounds whilst in a contact with the 
enemy.  Shortly afterwards we were taken by Dust-off to 
the US 36 Evacuation Hospital in Vung Tau.  I was to re-
main there for a few weeks before returning to my unit to 
see out the tour. 

The years have since rolled by and it seems to me that 
those who have seen active service are more susceptible 
to anxiety and often a premature death than those who 

THE LAST POST AND ME 

GEORGE GILBERT REMEMBERED 
The story one of the 19 ser-
vicemen from the Hunter Re-
gion who lost their lives during 
the Vietnam War is told each 
year at the Newcastle National 
Vietnam Veterans' Remem-
brance Day held on the nearest 
Saturday to Long Tan Day. 
This year it was the life of CPL 
George Gilbert for presentation 
and Remembrance at the Ser-
vice on Saturday 16 August 
2014. The profile will now be 
archived by the Newcastle and 
Hunter Region Vietnam Veter-
ans Inc for future historical reference. 

Some of our members were asked by the Newcastle and 
Hunter Vietnam Veterans Inc to provide some back-
ground information and memories of George. This was  
so that he could be commemorated in the region where 
his began life. The speech, researched and delivered by 
their Honorary Historian, James Mackay OAM on 16 Au-
gust can be viewed at http://www.5rar.asn.au/tributes/
Profile-George-Gilbert-5-RAR.pdf on the 5 RAR Associa-
tion Website.  

The Service was a success, except for the weather, and 
was taken indoors into the Newcastle City Hall. The Gil-
bert family was well represented with Dot (George’s wife) 
and son travelling down from Queensland, his brother 
John from Victoria, his sister Pam from Toronto and many 
other extended family members.  

After the service the annual Remembrance Day Dinner 
was held at Wallsend Diggers Club. This was well at-
tended (about 220) for a sit down dinner and an evening 
of fine food, wine and entertainment. 

We thank the Newcastle and Hunter Region Vietnam Vet-
erans Inc for commemorating the life of a fallen Tiger 
from their region. 

Doug Bishop 
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NOTICES 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 

All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and 
amendments to your contact details should be for-
warded to:  

The Secretary, 5 RAR Association,  
31 Kenilworth St, Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022.   
02 9387-1409 or hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au 

GETTING THE RIGHT DIETARY ADVICE 

Getting the right food and nutrition information is very impor-
tant when it comes to looking after all aspects of your health 
and wellbeing. An Accredited Practising Dietitian is a uni-
versity trained health professional who translates scientific 
nutrition information into practical advice, to help you make 
the right decisions about what to eat. 

There are no rules 
governing the use of 
the terms ‘dietitian' 
and 'nutritionist. The 
latter term can be 
used by people with 
limited nutrition train-
ing. Also, there are 
many nutrition fo-
cused industries and 
practitioners in Austra-

lia (for example, media, pharmacy and weight loss product 
companies) providing general advice, often for profit, rather 
than specifically focusing on how to best help you with your 
health. 

For a balanced assessment, an Accredited Practising Dieti-
tian is preferable as they have had the training in human 
nutrition including substantial theory and supervised profes-
sional practice in clinical nutrition, medical therapy and food 
service management. Therefore in Australia, all dietitians 
are considered nutritionists, however, nutritionists without a 
dietetic qualification cannot take on the specialized role of a 
dietitian. 

A dietitian can provide advice about: 

 How to manage your health through dietary and nutri-
tional support. This may involve you modifying your food 
and/or supplement intake. 

 Weight loss and gain. 
 Nutritional needs for all age groups. 
 The right types and quantities of food and drinks. 
 Shopping for food and understanding food labels. 
 Food preparation and cooking skills. 
 Meal ideas and recipes. 
 How to adjust your diet for specific health concerns 

and conditions. 

An Accredited Practising Dietitian is the national creden-
tial recognized by the Dietitians Association of Australia. 
You should check that your dietitian has this credential 
before making an appointment. 

A suitable Accredited Practising Dietitian may be found 
by accessing the Dietitians Association of Australia web-
site http://daa.asn.au/for-the-public/find-an-apd/ 

If you have a DVA Health Card — For All Conditions (Gold 
Card) the Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA) will fund 
dietetic services through DVA arrangements that meet your 
clinical needs. 

If you have a DVA Health Card — For Specific Conditions 
(White Card), DVA will fund dietetic services provided under 
DVA arrangements, if they are required because of an ac-

cepted war or service caused injury or disease. 

For further information view the DVA Dietetic Services Fact-
sheet HSV21 http://factsheets.dva.gov.au/ 

For more information contact DVA via www.dva.gov.au Phone: 
133 254 or 1800 555 254 (regional Australia). 

For non DVA clients, an Accredited Practising Dietitian 
can provide services privately, which are subsided by 
Medicare and private health funds. 

Natalie Thompson  
DVA Dietetic Adviser 

Reprinted with permission from the Department of Veter-
ans' Affairs (DVA).  Article originally published in the DVA 
Men's Health Peer Education Magazine Vol. 13 No. 2 
July 2014. 

CONGRATULATIONS,  
BRIG JAKE ELLWOOD DSC 

On Tuesday 2 September 5 RAR’s first CO, after de-
linking, Justin ‘Jake’ Ellwood was promoted to Brigadier. 
This took place in the Chief of Army, LTGEN David Morri-
son’s office in Canberra. Jake’s wife Nicole and their chil-
dren, Sarah and Samuel were present for the occasion. 

Sarah and Samuel Ellwood place Jake’s Brigadier’s epaulettes on 
his shoulders for the first time. 

Jake has deployed to Kabul, Afghanistan, as Chief CJ3 
HQ ISAF for a twelve month posting. 

The members of 5 RAR Association extend their con-
gratulations to Jake, and wish him success in his new 
position. 
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STARLIGHT 
By Dr Tony White AM RFD 

The duties and life of a frontline Australian doctor in the 
Vietnam War (5 RAR 1966/67). 
STARLIGHT is the radio call 
sign for army doctors and med-
ics. Vivid recollections of the 
author's 12 month tour of duty 
as a frontline doctor in difficult 
territory.           

“When I think of the solid service, 
patient endurance, steady courage in 
the face of danger and the basic de-
cency and dependability of the ordi-
nary  Australian soldier, I'm intensely 
proud to have 'been there and done 
that' in such company. 

Tony White” 

    STARLIGHT 

SBN 987 1 876344 689,  
$33.00 (including Post and Packaging) is available from;  

CopyRight Publishing,  
GPO Box 2927, BRISBANE, QLD, 4001.  
Tel; (07) 3229-6366, Fax; (07) 3229-8782 

Email; info@copyright.net.au 
Web-site; www.copyright.net.au 

A DUTY DONE  
A summary of operations by the Royal Australian 
Regiment in the Vietnam War 1965-1975 by Lieuten-
ant Colonel (Retired) Fred Fairhead.  

Published by the Royal Australian 
Regiment Association (SA) Inc. 

The book describes some fifty ma-
jor operations, each with accompa-
nying maps and sketches and cov-
ering all of the sixteen Battalion 
tours of duty in Vietnam – from 1 
RAR in 1965 to 4 RAR/NZ 
(ANZAC) Battalion’s last operations 
in 1971.  

More information and an Order 
Form is available on the Notice 

Board of the 5 RAR Association Website at 
www.5rar.asn.au/notice_bd/noticebd.htm 

INTERESTING BOOKS 

We were at Nui Dat on a 
roughly contrived 25 metre 
range and one of the old 
hands from the previous 
battalion, First Battalion 
The Royal Australian Regi-
ment, (1 RAR) who'd 
stayed behind for the fa-
miliarisation was showing 
us the M16 rifle. 
The M16 was quite new to 
most of the men, forward 
scouts carried the 9mm 

Owen Machine Carbines (OMC) at that time, and they 
were all looking at this weapon which had supposedly 
magical powers. It never needed cleaning, (it most cer-
tainly did, at least three times a day). It would remove an 
arm or a head with one hit, (nope) and a hit anywhere on 
the enemy was instant death from the magical tumbling 
bullet. (Rarely, and it didn't tumble unless you had one 
with a shot out barrel). 
To me it was just a poodle-shooter. I didn't consider the 
5.56mm a good military calibre then, and I still don't. Any-
how the 1 RAR NCO demonstrating the M16 asked the 
usual question of all good instructors; "Has anyone used 
one of these before?" I put up my hand. "Okay mouth, 
let's see how good you are with it then." He said this with 
a very nasty smile as he obviously thought I was crapping 
on, and some useful mileage could be gained by making 
me look an idiot. I loaded and cocked it, aimed, fired, and 
got 20 hits out of 20 on various tins and bottles on the 
range. Then flawlessly and smoothly unloaded it, cleared 
it, and presented it for safety inspection. 
He was quite nonplussed, as were the rest of my com-
pany who really didn't know me very well. I'd arrived un-
der a very dark cloud from Kapooka, been promptly ar-
rested by the Military Police and I only arrived back at the 
battalion in time to leave for Vietnam; missing our Canun-
gra training completely. I was also regarded as more than 
a little odd because I'd brought my own scoped .308 
Parker Hale sporter rifle with me. 
"So where did you learn to use the M16? You're not from 
1RAR, what were you doing before you came to 5 RAR?" 
Now I had him (I thought). So very nonchalantly and off-
handedly I said: "Oh, I had a little bit to do with the user 
trials of the Stoner and the M16 at Ingleburn, and I was a 
Small Arms Instructor at Kapooka in the Rifle Team be-
fore I came to 5RAR -- oh, and I also shot in the inter-
service in Brisbane once and came second. ("There that 
sat him on his arse." I thought, smiling insolently at him). 
As I turned to leave I went to hand the M16 back to him. 
"No that's yours." He said -- grinning more evilly. "No it's 
not mine, I've got an SLR, that's it over there." "Nope, 
you've just become a forward scout!" He said... Uh oh!!! 

Three re-learned lessons for me there: 
1. Don't volunteer. 

2. Don't be a smart-arse 
3. Don't try to outwit a seasoned NCO. 

Luckily one of my company NCO's confiscated the rotten 
thing almost immediately afterwards for his own use and 
only passed it on to me when it kept jamming on him - it 
was one of the U.S. Army's original trials rifles and it was 
totally worn out, but that's another story. 

Graham Sherrington 
B Coy 1966-67 

THREE RE-LEARNED LESSONS 

Graham Sherrington 
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Fellow Tigers, I am happy to advise that Reunion 2015 is 
ready to go.  We have almost reached that milestone at-
tendance figure of 500, and are planning on up to 700 to 
attend. Our figure includes just over 300 members so far, 
with the rest being partners and friends.  Please be as-
sured that partners are welcome and indeed are ex-
pected to attend to keep an eye on the boys.   

A reminder up front that this is a reunion for the members 
of the 5 RAR Association, and if you are not a member 
then you need to become one when you send in your 
attendance proforma. (A Renewal Form is on the reverse 
of the address sheet) 

Our final orders for memorabilia have been placed, facili-
ties booked and deposits paid. So one thing is for sure; 
this reunion is going to happen on the Gold Coast from 
26 Feb 2015 to 01 Mar 2015.   

The program has been published many times, so I won't 
repeat it again.  If you need to see it, it is in the last copy 
of Tiger Tales or you can find it on the 5 RAR Association 
website. 

Time Zones 
Note that we are still on daylight saving in February, but 
ALL timings for the reunion are Qld time. Even though 
Twin Towns is technically on the south of the border it 
operates on Qld time. But don't worry too much because 
if you make a mistake at least you will be an hour early. 

Twin Towns Service Club and Outriggers Resort 
The staff at Twin Towns and the co-located Outriggers 
Resort are very professional at dealing with large groups, 
and they are doing so with us. It is almost as though it is no effort to them. We have been able to negotiate a reduction 
in the daily rate at Outriggers for accommodation and these will be reflected when you book in. Please make sure you 
ask the reception staff to ensure you are getting the 5 RAR Association rates. The new rates are: 

Room Type 1 Night Stay 2 Night Stay 5 Nights or more 
Hotel Room (One Queen Bed) $159.00 per night $149.00 per night $139.00 per night 
Deluxe Room (Two Queen Beds) $179.00 per night $169.00 per night $159.00 per night 
King Room (One King Bed) $179.00 per night $169.00 per night $159.00 per night 
Spa Room (One King Bed) $179.00 per night $169.00 per night $159.00 per night 

If you haven't booked yet you should do so immediately to make sure you don't miss out. 

Twin Towns have memberships available for just $16.50, and if you are a member you will get a discount on drinks.  
There are also members specials for meals that will save you money too. I took a membership for last reunion and more 
than covered the cost in the first couple of days. You can do this on line if you wish but if you do make sure you allow 
enough time to get your membership card in the mail before coming to the reunion. They are very efficient and your 
membership will be mailed the day after you complete it on-line, and then it is up to Mr Aust Post to get it to you in time.  
I would allow at least a week or two to be certain. 

Memorabilia 
We have closed the books on orders for memorabilia, so don't bother sending in any more, as it will be returned to you.  
There may be a couple of items available for purchase at the Registration on 26 Feb 2015, but only if we have spares 
after all orders are filled. 

Raffles 
We are running a raffle with some excellent prizes, which we keep adding to as kind members make donations of prizes.  
The money raised here is being used to offset some of the huge expense of running this reunion, and particularly to 
keep your individual costs down. So if you haven't ordered any tickets please get in touch with Gary Townsend and do 
so. 

Registration 
Access to all activities throughout the reunion will be controlled by name tags. If you don't have one you will be refused 
entry, without exception. So it follows that for you to enjoy this reunion it is essential that you get an official name tag for 

50th ANNIVERSARY REUNION OF 5 RAR 
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you and your partner or guests. The only way to do this is to get along to Registration nice and early to pick it up as you 
get your name marked off. All your memorabilia will be issued at the same time. For any late arrivals you will need to 
make prior arrangements to complete this process. 

Photos 
We have engaged the services of the same excellent photographer that attended and recorded the last reunion in 2010.  
If you want photos all you have to do is let him know and he will do them for you. Just make sure that you follow up with 
some dollars and collect them.   

Dinner Sun 01 Mar 2015 
We are again conducting the dinner at the Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre (GCCEC) on the Battalion 
birthday - 01 Mar 2015. To transport everyone from Twin Towns / Outriggers Resort to the GCCEC we have contracted 
a fleet of coaches. This really did work well when we did it in 2010, but it requires you to be ready to move at the en-
trance of Outriggers Resort at 1715 (5.15pm for civies). Be there or take a cab. It is essential that when we load the 
coaches that we do it as quickly as possible, so you will need to fill every seat in the coach from the back to the front, no 
exceptions.   

The Commanding Officer 5 RAR LTCOL Richard Barrett and RSM 5 RAR WO1 Rod Rootham will be attending the 
Commemoration and the dinner, so please take the opportunity to have a chat to them. The Colour Party and the Battal-
ion Champion Soldier will also be attending. 

Weather 
Of course it never rains in Qld during February. We call it liquid sunshine. You can probably expect rain, but all activities 
are indoors and you should not get wet unless you choose to. The move to and from GCCEC will also be dry with load-
ing and unloading being done under cover. 

Dress 
Unfortunately, there are dress standards for all functions, and stubbies, singlet and thongs does not quite meet that 
standard. All we ask is that you make the effort, and you should reach the minimum standards to attend any of our func-
tions. This is 'neat casual' for everything except the Commemoration Service and the dinner. For these it is 'jacket tie 
and medals'. For the Commemoration Service you should wear your full size medals with the Infantry Combat Badge 
(ICB), and for the dinner miniature medals with the miniature ICB.  f you don't have these don't let it put you off. If you 
can't find your miniatures after not using them in the last 50 years, you can wear whatever medals you have. So just to 
reiterate the dress standards: 

 Registration Neat casual (shorts and closed shoes are OK) 
 Welcome Neat casual (shorts and closed shoes are OK) 
 Sub-unit functions Neat casual (shorts and closed shoes are OK) 
 Commemoration Jacket and Tie with full size medals (as for ANZAC Day) 
 Dinner Minimum Jacket and Tie. Evening dress if you wish to dress up.  Miniature medals if 

you have them, otherwise full size medals. 
Summary 
There has been a lot of work gone into preparing this reunion and I have to thank the Reunion Sub-Committee for their 
outstanding efforts. They are the same guys that did it in 2010, so we hope we have some idea what we are doing this 
time. All of the guys, Brasso Bamblett, Warren Binney, Warren Pearson and Gary Townsend, have done a brilliant job of 
getting us this far. Of particular mention is Gary Townsend who has the erroneous task of sorting out and recording all 
the attendance proforma and memorabilia orders, balancing the bank account, putting out weekly reports on attendance 
and then in his spare time be the Editor for Tiger Tales. Not sure how he has time for sleep, but he seems to be enjoying 
himself. So thanks to all of the Sub-committee for your efforts.  

We are looking at a bumper attendance for this reunion, and it is, unfortu-
nately, going to be the last one for many of us.  Don't miss it if you can get 
there. Please help me to keep Gary busy by getting your attendance pro-
forma in ASAP. We will not be able to accept any that arrive at the PO 
Box after close of business on 31 December 2014, so DO IT NOW (you 
will find an Attendance Form as an insert in this issue of Tiger Tales).  No 
further memorabilia orders can be accepted. 

Bruce Schmidtchen 

50th ANNIVERSARY REUNION OF 5 RAR - Cont. 
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this lasted, but long enough to be scared. 
I eventually dragged my boots on, (laces still undone) and 
with other platoon members walked up to the area where 
we had been attacked from by the NVA. No bodies, no 
blood trail and as none of our platoon had been killed or 
wounded, assumed that the NVA like us, had all fired too 
high. I found this amazing, but guess that's what can hap-
pen in the heat of the moment. 

Wind the clock forward nearly 35 years! 

We happen to live on a golf course, and between the 10th 
green and our backyard are the remnants of a pine forest. 
With a bit of imagination, they are like a Rubber Planta-
tion, especially at around 2:00 - 3:00am. 

Just before Xmas, I'm having another sleepless night as 
many vets will understand. You can't help but look at 
those pine trees and imagine another time and another 
place you thought was long gone. Eventually, I decided to 
go to bed again and undid my shoe laces. In looking 
down at my shoes, laces undone, for a gut wrenching 
split second I was zapped back to Binh Ba at that same 
time and place and my heart raced with all the uncomfort-
able feelings that I had on the morning of June 7th nearly 
35 years ago! 

Bill O’Mara 
B Coy, 1969-70 

50th ANNIVERSARY REUNION 2015 RAFFLE 

1st Prize: A CashCard, from Harvey Norman, that will enable 
the purchase of a large Flat Screen TV or other goods of your 
choice to the value $1,300.  

2nd Prize: Samsung 10” Tablet. 

3rd Prize: 900x600mm Oil-on-stretched canvas, Tiger 
painting, by Rob Keen. 

4th Prize: ‘Vietnam Task’ and ‘The Year Of The Tigers’. 

5th Prize: ‘Write Home For Me’ by Jean Debelle Lamensdorf, Aust Red Cross 

The above list will be the minimum number of prizes, we are trying to obtain more to add to the list, but the 
total value of prizes is already in excess of $1,800. 

Tickets are priced at $5 each or a book of 5 for $20 and can be ordered by using the RAFFLE Section of the 
Attendance Form that is included as an insert with this issue of Tiger Tales. Tickets are available to all mem-
bers, not just those who are attending Reunion 2015; if you are not attending and you are a winner, your 
prize will be forwarded to you. Tickets will be in the form of a letter sent either by Australia Post or email and 
will be recorded on the Reunion 2010 Database. 

Note: The CashCard is redeemable at any Harvey Norman, Domayne or Joyce Mayne store Australia wide, 
this will save the winner if from interstate, packing a big TV into their luggage for their trip home. 

Don’t miss out, order your tickets now! 

Late afternoon on the 6th June 1969 
our Platoon (6 Platoon B Company), 
set up a night harbour on the edge of 
the rubber plantation east of the village 
of Binh Ba. As usual, our M60's were 
placed at 4, 8 and 12 o'clock and we 
each took our turn during the night for 
sentry duty of a couple of hours per 
two men. 
It was raining slightly, just enough to give yet another un-
comfortable night, so I had put up my hootchie, then fool-
ishly removed my boots after I'd done my turn on sentry. 
This was something I'd not done before and was never to 
do again. 
We had a rude awakening at daylight, when a force of 
NVA soldiers approached our position. Most of us were 
asleep, (me included) when our sentry on the M60 ex-
changed  'waves' with the NVA. Realisation dawned and I 
was woken by the sound of our sentry belting out rounds 
on the machine gun and a hard kick from my 'bed 
mate', Peter Wardrope. 
Not the best time to have your boots off ... but they 
were ... and I returned fire with a couple of magazines 
from my M16. I recall the green flash from the enemy 
RPG's (Rocket Propelled Grenades) and the sound of 
shrapnel into the rubber trees. I have no idea how long 

BULLETS AND BOOTLACES 

Bill O’Mara 


