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ADMITTANCE TO ALL FUNCTIONS WILL BE CONTROLLED BY COLOUR-CODED BADGES, THESE 
WILL BE PRODUCED FROM A LIST OF ATTENDEES THAT HAVE PAID BY 31 DECEMBER 2009 AND 
NO FURTHER BADGES WILL BE AVAILABLE. THESE BADGES WILL INDICATE WHICH FUNCTIONS 
YOU HAVE PAID TO ATTEND AND WILL ONLY GAIN YOU ENTRY INTO THE FUNCTIONS THAT YOU 
HAVE BOOKED AND PAID FOR.  

PRESENTATION TO NORMAN WOMAL’S FAMILY 
On the 31st August, the Womal family of Bowen in Nth Qld received with great 
honour replica medals of their brother and uncle Cpl Norman James Womal.  SA 
RAR Association member Mike Dennis made the trip from Adelaide to present 
the mounted set of medals, citation and photograph to Norman's family, it gave 
them a sense of closure.  Now 43 years after his death, the family can stand with 
great pride on ANZAC DAY with his medals.   

The Womal family would like to 
thank Mike Dennis for the pres-
entation of the display, Bowen 
RSL branch president Brian 
Schwartz for his help on this 
special day, RSL's State Branch 
Chief Executive Officer Chris 
McHugh and Northern District President Ewan Cameron for attending. 
There was a large contingent of Vietnam Veterans in attendance and 
this gave the family a great sense of pride in Norman.  Last but not 
least, on behalf of myself and the Womal family, I would like send a spe-
cial thank you to Michael Von Berg and Jock Letford for organising the 
medals and the display for us, and for the speeches they gave which 
were absolutely beautiful in how they both spoke of Norman. 

Louisa Forbes nee-Womal 

TIME TO CELEBRATE 
NEW MEDALS KEEP NORM’S MEMORY ALIVE 

MORE than 100 people gathered at the Cenotaph last Monday morning to help keep alive the memory of Bowen’s Viet-
nam War hero Norman Womal. 
A special presentation of replicas of Corporal Womal’s service medals, encased with a photo and copy of the citation for 
his posthumously awarded Mentioned in Dispatches, was made to the family. The medals can now be worn by a family 

(Continued on page 2) 

Norman’s family, (rear) June (Sister), Luke (nephew), 
Kevin (Brother), Steve (nephew). (front) Shirley 
(sister-in-law), Edenn and Kleo (great nieces).  

June Womal, Norman’s sister at his grave 
the previous week. 



2 TIME TO CELEBRATE - Cont. 

member on ANZAC Day in Bowen. 
“I believe today is not a day of sadness but a day of cele-
bration,” Steve Womal, the son of Norman’s sister June, 
told the gathering around the Bowen Cenotaph. Steve 
made the trip from Brisbane to accept the medals on be-
half of the family. “I was only five months old when my 
uncle Norman was killed in Vietnam,” he said. “Mum has 
a photo of Norman in full uniform at home, and I must say 
he does cut a fine figure.” 
Mr Womal said his earliest recollections concerning his 
uncle were at Bowen Anzac Dawn services, where the 
family would place a wreath at the Cenotaph.  
He especially thanked his Melbourne cousin Louisa 
Forbes, after her quest to learn more about their uncle led 
to the special day for the family this week. 
With the whereabouts of Corporal Womal’s original ser-
vice medals unknown, Monday’s presentation brought 
with it a sense of closure. 
Corporal Womal was 28 when he died, on October 17, 
1966. “Born and bred” in Bowen, he was employed as a 
meat worker at the Bowen Freezing Works after leaving 
school, before joining the army at 21. 
On that fateful day in Vietnam Corporal Womal was tak-
ing part in Operation Queanbeyan in mountainous coun-
try near the Australia Task Force Base of Nui Dat, as a 
member of Anti-tank Platoon of 5th Battalion RAR. They 
came under fire from snipers in limestone caves and he 
was shot in the throat. 
“Corporal Womal was mortally wounded by a sniper who 
had obviously concentrated on him because he was con-
trolling his section by voice and hand signals,” the citation 
said. “From the position where he fell, Corporal Womal 
continued to control the covering fire of his section ma-
chine gun. Corporal Womal propped himself up on one 
elbow in an exposed position to indicate by voice to his 
platoon commander the exact location of the enemy.” He 
died later as he was about to be evacuated by helicopter. 
SA RAR Association elder Colonel Mike Dennis made the 
trip from Adelaide to present the medal collection and 

citation to Nor-
man’s family. 
Corporal Womal’s 
platoon com-
mander Michael 
von Berg MC and 
fellow soldier Jock 
Letford (both ex-
5RAR), paid for 
the Presentation 
unit out of their 
own funds.  A let-
ter from the pair 
was read out to 
the gathering by 
Bowen RSL branch 
president Brian 
Schwartz. The pair 

(Continued from page 1) wrote they were delighted to discover that Corporal 
Womal’s niece was keen to know more about her uncle 
and the circumstances to his fatal wounding. 
“Nobody who knew Norm well, or who was at that battle 
in which Norm lost his life, has ever had a chance to 
openly say to his immediate family how terribly sorry we 
were in losing Norm,” they wrote. 
“But more importantly, what a brave, unselfish and won-
derful individual and NCO Norm was, both as a leader 
and to lead.” 
Mr von Berg said when he took 
over Anti Tank Platoon of 
5RAR in Vietnam, Corporal 
Womal was “my best NCO by 
far, and although he knew me 
as a digger before being com-
missioned, he was always re-
spectful and loyal. Norm’s loss 
was felt throughout the battal-
ion because of his popularity as 
a soldier and as an individual 
and character.” 
Mr von Berg and Mr Letford wrote: “Hopefully, Norm’s 
immediate family will now be able to keep Norm’s mem-
ory alive every Anzac Day by wearing Norm’s medals 
with dignity and pride. Norm was a great mate and a su-
perb soldier who brought great credit to the community 
and his family.” 
The ceremony was attended by a large contingent of Viet-
nam War veterans, as well as veterans from earlier and 
later actions, as well as members of the community. 
Also present were the RSL’s State branch chief executive 
officer Chris McHugh and Northern District president 
Ewan Cameron. Former Bowen Anzac Day parade mar-
shal Gordon Barrett was back in town to be master of 
ceremonies. The Salvation Army’s Wes Bust played the 
Last Post to mark the end of the ceremony. 
A large section of the gathering then adjourned to the 
Denison Hotel for drinks and snacks. 

With thanks to Charles Cepulis 
 and the “Bowen Independent”. 

Editors Note: On 20 April of this year Louisa posted on 
the 5RAR Association website Guestbook, “I was just 
curious about the regiment my deceased uncle served in, 
as I was born after his passing away I'm always inter-
ested in knowing anything about him and seeing photo's 
of him.” 
Ted Harrison, our Webmaster referred the posting to Mi-
chael von Berg, who contacted Louisa several times. The 
culmination of this communication was the Presentation 
Ceremony in Bowen in late August and a family being 
given closure for a loved one after 43 years. 
This also illustrates the importance of our website and the 
excellent work that Ted does in designing and maintain-
ing it. In my opinion, it is by far the outstanding military 
association website in Australia, if not the world. 

SA RAR Association’s Colonel Mike Den-
nis points out to Norman Womal’s sister 
June, and her sister-in-law Shirley, the 
significance of the various service medals 
in the collection. 

Cpl Norman J Womal 
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5RAR ASSOCIATION 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS – 2010 

At an extraordinary Committee meeting of the Associa-
tion, it was agreed to recommend a number of amend-
ments for consideration at the next General Meeting of 
the Association, for the following purposes; 

• To take account of the re-raising of 5RAR,  
• To continue the eligibility of former members of 

5/7RAR to be ordinary members of the Associa-
tion,  

• To allow for the possibility of 5RAR again becom-
ing an amalgamated Battalion,  

• To remove gender specific terms to allow for fe-
male ordinary members,  

• To introduce Life Membership and Associate 
Membership of the Association,  

• To include The Royal Australian Regiment Foun-
dation as a beneficiary or holder for the assets of 
the Association, in the event that the Association 
ceases to exist. 

Some minor punctuation and manuscript corrections 
have been included to achieve clarity or to reflect existing 
practice. 
A draft copy of the Constitution is to be included on the 
5RAR Association website.  It will include the proposed 
changes, shown in italics.  
The changes will be put to the next general meeting to be 
held on Sunday 28 Feb 10 during the 45th Anniversary 
Reunion.  The amendments will be put as one motion, 
however discussion may be had on specific points and 
amendments will be accepted.   
Members who do not have access to the website and 
who would like to receive a copy of the constitution with 
the proposed amendments can write to; 

John Miller 
26 Allenby Park Pde  
Allambie Heights NSW 2100 

Or telephone (02) 9938 6312 and a copy will be sent by 
mail.  

John Miller 

PRESIDENTS MESAGE 

Fellow Tigers, 
Most of our members will know that our respected Patron, 
Brigadier Colin Khan sadly lost his wife Pat, in July after a 
long illness. On behalf of the Association, I have passed 
our deepest sympathy and sincere condolences to Colin 
and his family.  We recognise the enormous support and 
loyalty that Pat has devoted over a life time, not only to 
the 5RAR fraternity but to the wider adventures of the 
Khan family. Colin will be attending our reunion in the 
New Year. 
As we move towards 2010, the most important item on 
the Tiger agenda is our 45th anniversary reunion on the 
Gold Coast in late February.  About 550 people so far 
have indicated their attendance and we are hopeful that 
this will increase by many more in the weeks left before 
the closing date of 31 December. I encourage those of 
you have not yet indicated their attendance to do so soon.  
Bruce Schmidtchen and his planning team are working 
hard to ensure a memorable reunion and create an envi-
ronment where we can all relax and enjoy the company of 
our mates and families. 
As a point of interest, a few months ago, the membership 
of the Association passed the 1300 mark. It has risen by 
nearly 200 over the past five years and we are hoping for 
more with increasing membership from younger Tigers 
who have served with 5RAR since delinking in 2006.  
Who said our numbers are dwindling? 
In August I was invited to attend the welcome home pa-
rade through the city streets of Darwin of 5RAR and other 
1st Brigade units from various operational deployments. At 
a separate battalion function I also presented the Warr-
Khan Trophy for 2009 to Corporal Jake Wilson as the 
most outstanding junior leader in the battalion. It must 
have been a very hard decision as I remain highly im-
pressed with the quality and experience of the NCO back-
bone of the Tiger battalion.  It is always good to be with 
them and swap a few inter-generational yarns. 
On 16-18 November I will be attending the National 
Council Meeting of the RAR Association in Adelaide. The 
Council meets every two years and is chaired by the 

Colonel Comman-
dant with members 
being the Presi-
dents of the RAR 
State/Territory As-
sociations and Na-
tional Presidents of 
the RAR Battalion 
Associations.  In 
recent years the 
RAR Association 
has taken a more 
robust stance on 
ex-service issues 
which is a positive 
move given our 
large combined 
numbers.  The Min-
ister for Veterans’ 

Affairs and the Repatriation Commissioner will address 
the Council. I will advise key outcomes of the meeting at 
the General Meeting on the Gold Coast and in the next 
issue of Tiger Tales. 
As the end of another year approaches, I would like to 
thank my fellow committee members for their continuing 
voluntary efforts in keeping our Association ticking. I think 
we are in good shape and this is due to the many hours 
our committee members donate to our wellbeing.  Tina 
and I wish all members and their families a joyous festive 
season and a healthy 2009. We look forward to catching 
up with you at the reunion.  

Roger Wainwright 

Cpl Jacob “Jake” Wilson receives the Warr
-Khan Trophy from Roger Wainwright. 
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Well, I am pleased to report that we are ready for Reunion 2010.  Come one come all.  There is a good time to be had, 
some mates to catch up with, a few beers to be consumed and probably some lies to be told.  I can hardly wait. 
All the hard work has been done and now we just need you, the members, to make Reunion 2010 the best it can be.  All 
activities are arranged, contracts signed, excellent accommodation deals struck, buses booked, memorabilia orders con-
solidated and the commemoration plaque is in hand.   
Please note that we have decided there will not be any official guests.  Everyone attending has a fair dinkum link to 
5RAR.  All NOK of KIA that are attending are doing so as our guests, but other than that everyone is paying their own 
way. 
Twin Towns Service Club 
It is worth noting that Twin Towns is probably the biggest services club precinct in Australia.  They deal with groups like 
us on a daily basis, they do it really well and professionally  so we can look forward to successful reunion functions.   
Attendance 
Thanks you for your excellent support.  The figures show that this is going to be one huge gathering of Tigers.   
Please note that PARTNERS and GUESTS are welcome.  We currently have about 80% of members attending bringing 
their partners or/and guests.  So please, let the better half know that she is welcome and indeed expected, to be there.  
After all, we could not have got this far without them. 
At the time of going to press (15 Nov) we have 321 members and 216 partners or guests.  There are 9 NOK of our KIAs 
and there is still six weeks to cut-off date for attendance.  We are expecting that we will have a final figure well over 800 
members and partners.   
We are hoping for some ‘new’ 5RAR guys, but that will depend entirely on their operational commitment.  With luck at 
least the CO and RSM will be attending, but it would be great so see some of the ‘young bloods’.  They are, after all, our 
future.   
If you are unsure about your final ability to attend due to health, family commitments or otherwise, pay your money and 
let us know your circumstances.  As long as we know if you are unable to attend before final attendance confirmation 
dates you can have a full refund. 
The bottom line is this.  Cut-off date for attendance is 31 Dec 09.  There will NOT be ANY late admissions, no tickets 
at the door and no fences that you can jump to get in.  So either pay your money by 31 Dec or you will not be attending.  
There will be security in attendance to ensure that there are no gatecrashers.  If you don’t have a proper nametag you 
will not be admitted. 
If your name is not on the list as attending do it now.   
Accommodation 
Despite persistent rumours Twin Towns has an almost endless supply of accommodation at 5RAR Reunion 2010 rates.  
Erica, the Accommodation Manager, has assured me she will honour her commitment to the Tigers right through till the 
last day of Reunion 2010.  Contact Erica Selinger, 07 5506 6281, or e-mail twintowns.conf@outrigger.com.au .   
SALT Reunions are still doing a great job of providing accommodation, again, at special 5RAR Reunion 2010 rates.  
Sharon Johnson, 1300 797577, or e-mail SALT@affordableholidays.com.au  
Memorabilia 
Initial orders have been placed and we have received the sample items.  Without reservation I have to say all items are 
just excellent.  There are even better than expected.  My personal favourites are the 5RAR vest and the coffee mugs.   
Cut-off date for orders for memorabilia was extended till 30 October 2009.  So if you have not ordered yours by now you 
have missed out.  There may be a few odd Reunion 2010 items offered for sale but don’t count on it.   
Raffles 
The Reunion 2010 Committee have put a lot of work into securing prizes for the raffles, and it is therefore important that 
the members support them by buying huge numbers of tickets.  It is almost impossible to get any businesses to donate 
prizes in this time of financial hardship, so we have had to purchase most of the prizes.  So please, make sure you buy a 
fistful of raffle tickets. 
There are a number of beaut items available in the Reunion 2010 raffles, with the prize draw being conducted at the din-
ner on 01 Mar 2010.  For the first prize we will provide a voucher that will enable you to pick up a large Flat Screen TV, 
locally, when you get home.  Much better than trying to get the flat screen TV home as hand luggage on the plane.  
Smaller items will be presented at the dinner.   
Second and third prizes will be a notebook computer and an iPod respectively.  If your business has some other attrac-
tive items that members would buy tickets to have please contact Brasso Bamblett on 02 6684 6500 or e-mail -       
ossarbjb@bigpond.net.au  

(Continued on page 5) 

REUNION 2010 
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We are offering raffle tickets for sale now (see notice page 6).  So even if you are not attending Reunion 2010 you could 
still be a winner.  See the order form elsewhere in Tiger Tales.   
Registration 
The key to a happy and successful weekend for everyone is for you to make sure that you attend Registration to get 
your name marked off and to collect your name tag.  Without the name tag you are not going to get entry to any of the 
activities.  The Reunion 2010 Committee also want to attend the activities, so we will not be running the Registration 
24/7.  Either attend at the prescribed times or get used to the inside of your motel room.   
Remember that NO CORRECT NAME TAG = NO ENTRY. 
Photos 
A photographer will be on duty most of Reunion 2010, and on the night of the Dinner we will have a number of specialist 
photographers taking happy snaps of the night.  These will be made available on the night for $10 for a 5” x 7” photo in a 
protective cover.  So bring plenty of tenners with you to get the memories in hard copy.   
Dinner 01 Mar 2010 
The dinner is to be held at the Gold Coast Convention & Exhibition Centre (GCCEC) at Broadbeach. Remember that 
dinner includes pre-dinner drinks, entrée, main (alternate drop beef and chicken) and dessert with a four hour drinks 
package.  Dress is Jacket and tie with miniature medals, or full size medals if you don’t have miniatures. 
It is 25km from Twin Towns to GCCEC and back so we have organised a fleet of buses to transport those who wish to 
and from the dinner. If you haven’t advised us that you want a seat on the bus do so now or you will be making your own 
way to and from the dinner.  We are not booking spare seats. You must notify us now if you want a bus seat so we 
can book it!!! 
Bus seat payment must be made at Registration on the first day – $10 per person will get you to the dinner and back 
home to Twin Towns.  If you have already indicated that you will be using the bus please pay your $10 per person at 
Registration, and unless you let us know immediately that you have changed your mind you will have to pay for your 
seat whether you use it or not.   
Because of the travel time of about 30 minutes the buses will start leaving Twin Towns at 5:30pm, with the last bus de-
parting at 6:00pm sharp.  So make sure you are there with time to spare. As soon as a bus is full it is away. Buses will 
be ready to take you home from about 9:00pm.  As a bus is full it will leave. The dinner finishes at 10.30pm and we need 
to be out by 11:00pm. So when advised to mount up do so or you will be left behind.  
Parking is available on site under the GCCEC on the night of the dinner for $5 per car. If you drive and have a few too 
many sherbets you can leave the car there in a locked up environment and collect it the next morning 
Weather 
Unfortunately this is beyond our control.  Regardless of what the weather is doing we are having Reunion 2010 and we 
will enjoy it.  (Genghis said we had to!!!  End of discussion.)    
Be assured, it is going to be hot and humid, but everything we are doing except the Commemoration is indoors in a fully 
air conditioned environment.  From the time you arrive at Twin Towns or wherever you are staying until you leave you do 
not need to be outside in the Qld summer unless you choose to be.  Everything is air conditioned – accommodation, 
bars, function rooms, dinner, bus to dinner, Twin Towns entertainment facilities.   
Dress 
As with all functions there are dress standards.  Generally neat casual will be fine.   
Hats of any type are NOT to be worn anywhere in Twin Towns Services Club.  Please note that the staff there gets 
really dark about people wearing hats, caps, beanies, balaclavas, etc in the club precincts.  So please, if you are going 
out somewhere carry your hat until you are outdoors, and take it off as soon as you step back inside.   
Collared shirts are required at all activities. 
See the following: 

Registration  Neat casual  
Sub-unit functions  Neat casual  -  shorts are OK  
Commemoration Tie and Jacket with medals – as per ANZAC Day 
Dinner  Tie and Jacket with miniatures or full size medals  

Other Entertainment 
Twin Towns has a constant entertainment program.  It includes dancing, stage shows, entertainers, musicians, movies, 
etc.  And it is often completely free.  Have a look at their web site and see if there is something that you would like to 
attend, or perhaps your partner would like to attend to fill in a few hours.  Their entertainment program is:   
http://www.twintowns.com.au/entertainment-events.html   

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

REUNION 2010 - Cont. 
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DISCLAIMER 
The 5RAR Association, the National Committee and the Editor take no 
responsibility for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this 
newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage suf-
fered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this 
newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in 
this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Association, the 
National Committee or the Editor. 

Please note that there is an excellent bus service on the Gold Coast, fast, modern, direct and air conditioned.  You can 
get to most places on public transport.  Twin Towns also have a number of free services. 
Time Zones 
Please note that ALL activities are run to QLD TIME.  All of Twin Towns runs on Qld time, so don’t get caught out !!!! 
Conclusion 
Reunion 2010 is shaping up to be a great gathering of comrades at arms and their partners.   
As the years progress and inevitably take their toll on our health, it is important that we grab every opportunity to get 
together as there is no way of knowing if this may perhaps be our last chance.   
Don’t be disappointed; come along if there is any way you can get there.   
You will not regret it. 
And finally, my thanks to the hard working and very small Reunion 2010 sub-committee.  They are Brasso Bamblett, 
Gary Townsend, Warren Pearson and Warren Binney.  They have all done an outstanding job and you will see the fruits 
of their labour at Reunion 2010. 
See you all there.                                                                                                                                     

Bruce Schmidtchen 

(Continued from page 5) 

REUNION 2010 - Cont. 

REUNION 2010 RAFFLE 
               THE PRIZES ARE 

1st: CashCard from Harvey Norman that will enable the pur-
chase of a large Flat Screen TV or other goods to the value 
$1,200.  
2nd: Laptop computer including the new Windows 7.  
3rd: Apple iPod nano 
4th: “The Year Of The Tigers” 3rd Edition 
5th: Richmond AFL Guernsey, Gold with Tiger Head 

The above list will be the minimum number of prizes, we are trying to obtain more to add to the list, but the total value of 
prizes is already in excess of $2,200. 
Tickets are priced at $5 each or a book of 5 for $20. Due to accounting procedures this form can only be 
used with a minimum purchase of $20. If you wish to buy less than this amount, individual tickets will only 
be available for purchase at the Reunion 2010 Registration. Regular 5RAR memorabilia cannot be or-
dered or combined with this form. 

An Order Form is enclosed with this issue of Tiger Tales along with an Attendance Booking Form. 
Tickets are available to all members, not just those who are attending Reunion 2010; if you are not 
attending and you are a winner, your prize will be forwarded to you. Tickets will be in the form of a let-
ter sent either by Australia Post or email and will be recorded on the Reunion 2010 Database. 

Note: The CashCard is redeemable at any Harvey Norman, Domayne or Joyce 
Mayne stores Australia wide, this will save the winner if from interstate, packing a 
big TV into their luggage for their trip home. 

 

Don’t miss out, order your tickets now! 
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VIETNAM VETERANS/LONG TAN DAY 
On Monday 10th August I addressed senior stu-
dents of St Marys District High School on the Vie t-
nam Veterans Day/Long Tan Commemorat ion  
serv ice  to  be  he ld  a t  S t  Marys  on  Tuesday 
l8 t h  of August. 
I gave the students a brief overview of the history of 
Phuoc Tuy Province, and description of “Op Hardi-
hood" 5RAR’s first operation, which was the first 
operation in which the men of the 5RAR took part. 
I described the battle of Long Tan and the support 
given to the men of D Coy 6RAR by Artillery, Ar-
moured units and the RAAF not only at Long Tan but 
for all operations conducted by the Battalions of 
1ATF. The school library was presented with fully in-
scribed copies of “Vietnam Task” and “The Year Of 
The Tigers”. 
On Tuesday I was a guest on Star FM and was 
asked the reason for a service at St Marys. I ex-
plained that by holding services away from the lar-
ger population centres, we were aiming to include 
and support those veterans, who for reasons of their 
own had moved away from the larger population centres, 
by providing an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a  
l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  commemoration. 
Tuesday 18th August: As the notes of Wolverton 
Mountain faded from the middle of St Marys at 
12.30pm on Tuesday 18th August, 175 students of 
the St Marys District High School stepped from 
both sides of Main Street to form a Guard of Hon-
our for a small parade of middle aged men to 
march from the TARDIS to the Cenotaph, to the 
sound of the Regimental march of the 5RAR, 
"Dominique". 

Some of the students present were only 3-4 years 
younger than were the men who marched be-
tween them, when those men fought in the ki l l -
ing f ie lds of Vietnam, over 40 years ago - 
"Veterans" today, but some just out of boyhood then 
and nearly all very young men, as were most of 
those 500 or so Australians who died in the service of 
their country. 
Vietnam Veterans Day is not about old men, i t  
is  about honouring young men serving their 

country and young men dying - "they shall not grow 
old as we grow old". 
The men who marched along Main Street marched 
as young men, between young men and women, 
on behalf of al l  the young people of our country 
who have served their country in al l  wars and 
confl icts, at a dear cost to themselves, their  
families and their communities. 

The service at the 
Cenotaph was a local 
community service of 
a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t , 
thanks and dedication 
to the young men who 
fought in the Viet-
nam conflict. The 
Commemoration of 
the Fallen and the 
Recess ional  were 
delivered by Envoy 
Melanie Norton of the 
Salvation Army. 
Shannon Rosskelly 

read the names of all Tasmanians who died in Viet-
nam and the names of all KIA’s of the battle of Long 
Tan, commemorated by 33 white crosses planted in 
the green grass of Memorial Park, each name reso-
nating in the centre of the town in an otherwise total 
silence apart from the background of the muted 
sound of  the regimental  s low march "Men Of 
Harlech". A truly moving moment, made more so by 
the w a y  i n  w h i c h  S h a n n o n  c a l l e d  e a c h  
n a m e ,  a  Commemoration of the individual and unique 
life of each. 
Members of 5RAR, Malcolm Youd, Kevin Mulli-
gan, David Brookes, Rod Kenane and John Smee deliv-
ered the Regimental Prayer, the Address, the Battal-
ion Wreath, the Ode and the Valediction. Also present 
from 5RAR Association were Harvey Lear, Irvine Brooks 
and John Watson 
In his Commemorative Address, Kevin Mulligan, 
on behalf of the veterans of Vietnam, acknowledged the 
cur ren t  serv i ce  o f  young  Aus t ra l ians  in  I raq  
and  Afghanistan. 
As a counterpoint to the traditional One Minute's Si-
lence at  the end o f  the serv ice,  and in  recogni -
t ion o f  the particular association with the Vietnam 
conflict, the noise of Huey helicopters clattered 
along Main Street and over the Cenotaph as a one 
minute introduction, The Noise of Battle, to the 
Commemoration of the Fallen. The bugle calls of 
the late Selby Targett, the Last Post and the Rouse, 
called the fallen to their rest after having done their 
duty, and roused the living back to their duty after 
having paid their respects to the memory of their fallen 
comrades. 

John Smee 
With thanks to The Valley & East Coast Voice 

Photos by Peter Troode 

Banner bearers Jemma Duncan and 
Joel Bennett. 

Tigers march through Honour Guard. 

AROUND THE STATES 
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SPRAY OF LEAVES 

AROUND THE STATES - Cont. 

This is a spray of leaves picked at Gallipoli and sent as a 
Christmas greeting back home to Australia in 1915. It 
reads: "1915, ANZAC, Xmas -greetings from Gallipoli to 
Bessie from Charlie". 

The identity of "Charlie" is unknown but "Bessie" is proba-
bly Bessie Taylor, who kept the leaves pressed between 
the pages of her Bible. Many years later, in 1980, the Bi-
ble was given to an opportunity shop on the Central 
Coast of New South Wales. The leaves were discovered 
intact and donated to the Australian War Memorial. 

Writing on leaves might seem a chancy way of            
sending a greeting, but fragile though it is, Charlie's mes-
sage arrived at its destination and it survived. It was 

treasured and then forgotten, 
but it survived. Neglect can 
sometimes be a natural pre-
server of things. 

Today, servicemen and women 
working away from home often 
email their Christmas greetings 
back to their families. Their 
messages express feelings no 
less sincere, but how many are 
kept? How many will survive 
into the next century, and be-
yond? 

Courtesy AWM 

THE YEAR OF THE TIGERS 
3rd Edition, 2009 

After a number of false starts we have finally crossed 
the finish line. The new edition of The Year of The Ti-
gers is now available to the general public in book-
shops but members of the 5RAR Association can order 
copies at a discounted price of $65.00 (inc P&H) using 
the order form in the “Memorabilia” section of this web-
site or the one on page 18 of this issue. 
This substantially re-
vised and expanded 
book about the Tigers’ 
2nd tour of duty in the 
Vietnam War (1969-70) 
is approximately 400 
pages in length and con-
tains details of all opera-
tions with maps and pic-
tures. In addition to a 
nominal roll of all those 
who served in 1969-70, 
over 450 soldiers have 
their names mentioned 
either in articles or cap-
tions to photographs. 
We believe this book will be valued as a historical re-
cord, not only for the Tigers themselves but also for 
their immediate families and the generations to come.  

Dave Wilkins. 

VIC 

VETERANS DAY 2009 
Having just recently retired from the workforce, this was 
my first Veteran’s Day Parade so I am not in a position to 
make comparisons with previous such parades but what I 
was able to glean was this year was as well attended as 
any to date.  The dignitaries included the Premier, John 
Brumby; and the Leader of the Opposition, Ted Baillieu. 
Each battalion takes turn annually to lead the short march 

up to the steps of the Shrine and 2009 was the ‘Year of 
the Tiger’; accordingly the keynote speaker was former 
5RAR CO, Brigadier Colin Khan (Rted).  With some obvi-
ous physical discomfort, Brigadier Khan made his way to 
the microphone and explained that his limping was not a 
result of his numerous war wounds but due to a corn on 
his foot. 
Our new 5RAR Banner was most ably held aloft by Dave 
‘Stretch’ Bryan and Bruce ‘Dutchy’ Holland.  At the con-
clusion of the ceremonials a group of us headed off to the 
nearby Botanical Gardens restaurant for some well 
earned liquid and solid refreshment.  A most enjoyable 
lunch was had by the aforementioned Stretch and 
Dutchy, as well as Bob Fletcher, John Bilston, Bob Birtles 
and myself. 
For those Victorian Tigers who have ideas and sugges-
tions that they wish to pass on or discuss, please contact 
me on doug.bishop@internode.on.net or (03) 9744 5035.  
I look forward to hearing from you.   
Our next big parade will be the Re-union at Tweed Heads 
in February 2010.  See you there.   

Doug Bishop 

‘Stretch’ Bryan and ‘Dutchy’ Holland bear the 5RAR banner. 

 

Confucius say: War not determine who right.  
War determine who left! 
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Leaders Course (Old Subject 1 for Corporal) and Support 
Company being rounded out by conducting Basic Recon-
naissance, Mortar and Anti-Armoured Courses. 
Arguably, the Battalion’s greatest efforts since the return 
to work in August have been the results on the sporting 
field. The Tigers swept all before them in both Rugby Un-
ion and AFL, victories made all the sweeter by the fact 
they were over our great rivals, 7 RAR. The final games 
between the 5th and 7th Battalions in the Rugby also saw 
the Brady Taylor Trophy up for grabs, named for a 5/7 
RAR Corporal killed in a vehicle accident in Holsworthy. 
In a crushing display the Tigers combined raw emotion 
with gifted technical play and ran out winners 57 to 7. The 
AFL was equally one sided, with the final score 114 to 63 
in favour of the 5th Battalion. 

The Pigs did get a couple up in the soccer and Cross 
country where the 5th Battalion finished third, before the 
misnomer that ‘Tigers can’t swim’ was put to the sword 
when the Battalion dominated the Brigade Swimming 
Carnival. These results, complemented by minor places 
in squash and touch football, were enough to see the 5th 
Battalion crowned as the 1st Brigade Sporting Champi-
ons for 2009. This achievement should not be underesti-
mated, and is a reflection of the unit esprit de corps at all 
ranks.  
At the Battalion’s Remembrance Day ceremony two more 
names were recalled in addition to those already gone. 
PTE David Smith had only recently left the battalion for 
the School of Armour and was killed in a M113AS1 roll-
over. LCPL Stephen Johanson was killed in a vehicle 
accident during his post-deployment leave. Both Stephen 
and “D.J” were well liked and respected soldiers and will 
be sorely missed. 
Now all eyes are focussed on the 4th of December when 
the majority of the Battalion will break until Feb 2010. A 
well earned rest no doubt, and one that will see us pre-
pared for whatever comes our way next year. 
From all of us at 5 RAR to all the distinguished Tigers out 
there, family and friends, we wish you a safe and merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Duty First. 

Lt.Col Darren Huxley 

CO 5 RAR REPORT 

It is hard to believe that it is November 2009 already, just 
over five months since the majority of the Battalion re-
turned from operations overseas. It seems that time really 
must fly when your having fun, as well as working ex-
tremely hard. 
The 5th Battalion has been engaged in a variety of activi-
ties over the past few months, ranging far and wide 
across the country to continue to sharpen our skills as 
experts in close combat.  
Charlie Company was responsible for the remediation of 
mechanised warfighting skills and focussed their training 
on the battalion’s core role. These skills were put to the 
test when the Company deployed as part of the 1st Bri-
gade’s effort to support Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 09 
at Shoalwater Bay. During the exercise Charlie Company 
wreaked havoc on the ‘good guys’ from the 7th Brigade 
and utilised the opportunity to confirm the capabilities of a 
mechanised fighting force. 
In early August the Battalion was finally all back in Binh 
Ba lines for the first time since March 2008, when a pla-
toon had deployed in support of Timor Leste Battle Group 
IV. Plenty of new faces were about as the Battalion was 
now at 690 soldiers strong. A quick ‘re-org’ was con-
ducted to spread the experience and the youth through-
out the companies before training commenced once 
again. 
The first major training activity saw Bravo and Charlie 
Companies involved in Exercise PREDATORS GALLOP 
conducted at the Mount Bundey Training Area. The Com-
panies were rotated through a series of training stands at 
both Platoon and Company level involving route clear-
ance, search and destroy, urban clearance and delaying 
defence missions scenarios. Both blank and live fire mis-
sions were conducted and the Bravo and Charlie boys 
acquitted themselves well and did the Battalion proud. 
Delta Company deployed to Mount Bundey a little later to 
practice their dismounted Infantry Minor Tactics and 
shake out in their new formations. The extreme heat and 
nature of the terrain put them to the test but the soldiers 
pushed through, meeting all their training objectives be-
fore returning to Binh Ba Lines with much relief. 
Simultaneously we have continued to invest in our future 
with almost a hundred soldiers completing their Junior 

The winning Rugby Team 

Victorious AFL Team 



10 NOTICE OF 5RAR ASSOCIATION 
GENERAL MEETING 

The 5RAR Association General Meeting, held at 5 year 
periods to coincide with the Reunions, will be held in the 
ANZAC Room of Twin Towns Services Club at 10:00 
hours Saturday 27 February 2010. 
We are currently preparing the Agenda for this important 
meeting and it is shaping up to be a busy program. It is 
intended to present, but will not be limited to: 

• Proposed changes to the 5RAR Association Consti-
tution.  

• The appointment or confirmation of Committee Mem-
bers. 

• Reports from Committee Members regarding the pre-
ceding period. 

As the program will be tight, we are asking you to con-
sider any issues that you may wish to raise.  Bring them 
forward to the committee ASAP to ensure they are in-
cluded within the Agenda and receive the importance 
they deserve. The closing date for submissions to be in-
cluded in the meeting agenda is 31st January 2010. NO 
EXCEPTIONS 
Please forward your submissions to The Secretary by that 
date. 

Geoff Pearson 
Secretary 

A retirement ceremony took place Friday, October 2, 
2009, at Summerall Field, Fort Myer, Virginia, USA. The 
subject of this honour was the venerable UH-1. To fully 
understand the relationship between man and this marvel-
lous machine, one would need to go back to 1952. That 
was when the Army identified their requirement for a new 
helicopter that would serve as a medical evacuation 
(MEDEVAC), instrument trainer, and general utility air-
craft. 

In early 1955, the Army 
selected Bell to build 
three copies of its 
Model 204 for evalua-
tion, designating it the 
XH-40. The XH-40 first 
flew on October 20, 
1956. Two more proto-
types were later built. 
Then in March 1960, 
the Army awarded Bell 

a production contract for 100 aircraft. The helicopter was 
designated as HU-1. The official name was “Iroquois.” For 
those who wonder where the affectionate nickname 
“Huey” came from, take another look at the designation 
and think of the “1” as an “i”. 
Billed as a ceremony, and it was, it was also a celebra-
tion. The crowd that gathered at Fort Myer arrived in gala 
fashion. Some guests arrived in Tuxedos and gowns, 
while others were in military dress and combat fatigues, to 
bid farewell to the last active UH-1 in service. 
The service history of the Huey began with the 101st Air-
borne Division, the 82nd Airborne Division, and the 57th 
Medical Detachment, which arrived in Vietnam in March 
1962. During the Vietnam War, the Huey went through 
several upgrades, each improving performance and load-
carrying capabilities. 
More than 7,000 Hueys saw action in Vietnam. Of these, 
more than 3,300 were destroyed, and more than 2,700 
American crewmembers and passengers lost their lives. It 
should be noted that during its time of service, an untold 
number of men and women owed their lives to this mag-
nificent machine. 
Though the sky was overcast, and a brisk breeze skipped 
across Summerall Field, no one seemed to mind. The 
Huey’s rotors belted out the familiar “wop-wop-wop” 
sound that has been a trademark of the UH-1 — a sound 
welcomed by so many of our fellow countrymen in battle, 
and feared by this nation’s enemies. 
As she lifted skyward and headed out of sight, many in 
the crowd saluted and bid her a fond farewell.  

Courtesy of Helicopter Association International 

The last Huey. 

THE LAST HUEY 

WALKING WITH TIGERS 
I recently visited the Australian Zoo in Queensland to go 
for a walk with one of their tigers. 
The zoo has a total of 9 tigers with the senior one appro-
priately named 'Khan'. Talk about coincidence. 
This bloke is called Baarshi and is a 20 month old Suma-
tran Tiger. Absolutely beautiful big cat, about 90kg and 
sharp as a tack. Four of us walked with Baarshi - that's 
the max number and costs all up about $600 - but worth 
every cent. 
The walk takes 
about half an hour 
through an orchard 
at the zoo. There 
are lots of photo 
opportunities and 
the zoo provides a 
photographer to go 
with the walking 
group. 
We did the walk on 
a Saturday morning 
then in the afternoon they put on a spectacular show with 
3 tigers and a handler in a glass sided enclosure which 
included a pool. They all ended up leaping into the pool - 
at one point Baarshi dived head first on the run alongside 
the handler. 
All in all it was a great day. Once a tiger always a tiger. 

Barry Ryan  

Barry Ryan and Baarshi 

Quote; 
"An appeaser is one who feeds a crocodile, hoping that it 
will eat him last."  

-- Winston Churchill. 
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ment, he single-handedly rewrote a vastly improved ver-
sion of the SOIs.” 
Maj Shields returned to Australia and a posting as OC B 
Coy, 5RAR, in August 2008 
His wife, Evelyn, attended the ceremony. She said it was 
a special occasion and “I am very proud of him”. 

Courtesy WO2 G McBean, “ARMY” Newspaper 

Infantry officer Maj 
Paul Shields has been 
made an MBE for his 
operational service in 
Iraq with the 1st Battal-
ion Scots Guards 
(1SG) during a 2½-
year exchange posting 
from 2006 to 2008. 
G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l 
Quentin Bryce in-
vested Maj Shields at 
Government House on 
8 September. 
Maj Shields, 5RAR, 
served as the opera-
tions officer with the 
Brit ish armoured-

infantry battlegroup during its lead-up to deployment, and 
later as the Battlegroup Warfare Officer on operations. 
British authorities highlighted Maj Shields’ “exceptional 
personal contribution” to the success of the British Op 
Telic II in Basra, with ISG BG undertaking more than 60 
battlegroup-level operations, including 27 strike opera-
tions. 
His citation underscored the extraordinary circumstances 
of an exchange officer assuming such a senior role in an 
operational battlegroup. It highlighted his “legendary ca-
pacity for turning complex tasks into simple plans”. 
The exchange was a long-term goal for Maj Shields, who 
jumped at the rare opportunity to work in an armoured-
infantry environment of that scale. “It is a privilege to be a 
part of an organisation like that and to be deployed on Op 
Telic II, and then to get the MBE is a fantastic experi-
ence,” he said. 
The battlegroup deployed to Basra Air Station from No-
vember 2007 to June 2008. 
It included a Challenger 2 squadron from the Royal Dra-
goon Guards (RDG), two armoured-infantry companies 
from 1SG, and a composite Warrior protected mobility 
company from the RDG and the 1st Battalion the Royal 
Regiment of Scotland. 
“Once deployed to Basra we had a wide range of tasks, 
including C-IDF/IED patrols, quick-reaction tasks, pro-
jected Iran/Iraq border security patrols and strike opera-
tions.” 
 It was Maj Shields’ commitment to the daily grind of op-
erational planning that impressed the British. 
The CO 1SG Lt-Col William Swinton said the award ac-
knowledged the difference the Australian made to the 
build-up and deployment of the unit. The Australian was 
the best operations officer he had worked with in 20 years 
of service. ”Nothing seemed to faze him ... And he was 
always guaranteed to maintain his trademark cool-
Queenslander approach whatever,” Lt-Col Swinton said, 
“Astonishingly, somewhere in the margins of the deploy-

COOL HEAD HONOURED 

Proud moment: Maj Paul Shields ac-
cepts a congratulatory kiss from his 
wife Evelyn.   Photo Cpl A Hetherington 

Vietnam. 1967. The original Nui Dat All-Star Australian 
Bush Band gives its farewell concert at the sergeant’s 
mess; 5th Battalion, The Royal Australian Regiment 
(5RAR), in Phuoc Tuy Province.  
The members shown in the photo below are; John Gib-
son (bongo drums), Ray Solomon (lamp shade), “Stretch” 
Witheridge (tea chest), “Shorty” Mavin (stick), Peter Roby 
(big drum), and Bob Trenear (singer). 

Courtesy Australian War Memorial. 

NUI DAT ALL-STARS BUSH BAND 

GREAT TIMES RE-VISITED 2005 
There is a limited quantity of Placemat and Coaster sets 
available from the 2005 5RAR Re-union.  
Any TIGERS who would like to add a set or 
missed out because they were not able to 
attend can complete their memorabilia by 
purchasing a Set of 1 
Placemat & 2 coast-
ers for $20.00 includ-
ing postage Australia 
wide. 
There are limited 
stocks and will they 
will only be available 
until they run out. 
S E N D  Y O U R 
CHEQUE or MONEY ORDER with return address to; 

   Brian Budden 
   6 Wylah Place 
   WORONORA HEIGHTS 



12 IN MEMORIUM 
2788160 WAYNE KENNETH STEPHENS 

4 April 1947 - 18 August 2009 

We have been advised that Wayne “Rouster” Stephens passed away on 18 August in the 
early hours of the morning. “Rouster” has been ill for quite some months which necessi-
tated his being hospitalised in Newcastle. 
“Rouster” trained with 8 Pl during 1968, and travelled to Vietnam on HMAS Sydney as a 
member of that platoon. He returned to Australia on 20 August 1969, at the expiration of 
his National Service. Wayne returned to Warren, NSW and recommenced his work as a 
shearer and later became a shearing contractor. This bloke was a true Australian bushie, 
and was made of the stuff that this country is all about. 
Wayne’s funeral was held at Newcastle West on 21 August and a Memorial Service was  
conducted at his home town of Warren on 29 August. We extend our sincere condolences 
to his wife, Ngaire, family, friends and his 8 Pl mates. 

Rest Easy Now. 

215648 RONALD JAMES SHERINGHAM 
19 October 1945 - 16 September 2009 

Ron was a long serving and very proud soldier, joining the Army in 1964 and discharging 
after 24 years service.  His first posting after Recruit and Corps training was to E Coy, 
2RAR.  From there he was soon posted to 5RAR and was a member of B Coy and was 
with them for all of the first tour and part of the second tour. 
Other postings included 2/4RAR, Recruit Training Battalion, 2RNSWR and Army Para-
chute School where he was one of the famed and respected Red Berets.  His last unit 
was 8/9RAR where he was the RQMS, and from where he took his discharge. 
Ron had a few of civilian positions after that but was always a soldier at heart.  From 
there he had a long and very enjoyable retirement which enabled him to spend as much 
time as possible with his family, wife Helen, his daughters Sandra, Linda and Tina, his 
sons-in-law Adam, Garry and Paul and his two granddaughters, Renee and Ruby.  He 
lived for them and was always quick to brag about them. 

Ron knew all there was to know about military medals and he also was very competent at mounting medals.  He was 
quick to tell people if their medal set was incomplete, poorly mounted or not being worn at the correct position. 
For the last eight years Ron was a keen member of a Vietnam Veterans gym group who meet three times a week at a 
Carseldine gym for a training session and a game of what is called ‘friendly’ volleyball.  The few times I witnessed it 
while waiting to chat with Ron I can assure you it was a serious and competitive pursuit but there was always good na-
tured banter and plenty of ribbing over missed shots and points lost.   
Ron was laid to rest in the Lakeview Chapel at Albany Creek Crematorium on 23 September 2009 before an overflowing 
congregation of about 150.  He will be sadly missed by all who were fortunate enough to have known him. 

Rest In Peace           

2781647 WILLIAM VICTOR ASSANGE 
30 May 1945 - 18 September 2009 

We have been advised that William “Billy” Assange passed away in the Mt Druitt Hospital 
on Friday 18 September due to an only recently diagnosed lung cancer. Billy served with 2 
Pl A Coy 1st Tour, as a forward scout until receiving major injuries in a Battle Casualty inci-
dent in September 1966 and he was returned to Australia. 
Billy was active in searching for former members of 5RAR and trying to recruit them to the 
Association, he was also instrumental in arranging an annual reunion of A Coy members, at 
Rooty Hill RSL Club, on Vietnam Veterans Day each year. This year the reunion was broad-
ened to welcome any and all ex-members of 5RAR. 
A funeral was held on Friday 25 September at Castlebrook Memorial Park in Rouse Hill, 
NSW, he is survived by his wife, Lynette, his three daughters, friends and 5RAR Associa-
tion members.. 

Your work is done, mate. 
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HEALTH AND WELFARE 
VETERANS ENTITLEMENTS 

I recently went through the records from April of the veteran community who are residing in any of the three federal elector-
ates that relate to the Gold Coast District (Fadden, Moncrieff and McPherson). 
These records indicate we have some 10,500-plus veterans on the books of DVA. That is members who have a gold /white/
orange cards, war widows or receive other benefits from the department. 
Currently our records show about 5200 veterans who are members of any of the 10 RSL sub-branches in the Gold Coast Dis-
trict. These figures would most probably be an indication of the ex-service community throughout the many RSL districts 
in Australia. 
I have found there are still many, many veterans out there who are unaware of their entitlements, how, to go about submitting a 
claim, where to go for support, or what would happen to their wife/partner should they fall off the perch, etc. It has been sug-
gested to me there could be about 20,000 veterans living here on the Gold Coast, so this would suggest there are quite a few 
vets out there we would love to assist. 
These figures above indicate that it is possible that some 50% ex-service men or women may not be aware of the extent 
of their entitlements or how to obtain them.  
I recently found out the story of one veteran who has a 60 per cent disability pension, (for some 25 years), and has been 
told he cannot go any further as he did not have operational (war-like) service. 
Depending on his medical conditions and service background he may well have entitlements to go much further. The point is 
that all circumstances and conditions must be investigated by competent authorities who have liaison with the Dept of Veterans 
Affairs - before the door is closed. 
I say to all vets out in the community, please check just where you now stand with your entitlements, and if you are un-
sure, get in touch with your local RSL sub-branch, or drop me a line at Surfers Paradise RSL. There are sub-branches 
throughout Australia who are there to help, so make use of them! 

Ralph Thompson. (Veterans Advocate)  
Association Welfare Officer 

TAKE CAREFUL NOTE! 
Six weeks ago I had some central chest pain which increased in intensity. When I felt the pain go down my left arm, 
Kathleen called ‘000’ and asked for an ambulance. When the ambulance arrived, the paramedics set up an ECG and 
sent the results by email to a Cardiologist who saw the results on his Blackberry. The Cardiologist told the paramedics to 
take me directly to The Canberra Hospital (TCH). When we arrived at the TCH, we bypassed the Emergency Dept and I 
was taken directly to the new Catheter Lab. I had an angiogram and they discovered a small blood clot was blocking one 
small distal artery. The Cardiologist inserted a catheter into that artery and inflated a small balloon which removed the 
blockage and the pain disappeared immediately. The following morning I was up walking and went home the following 
day, albeit with some medication to thin my blood. 
I was diagnosed as having suffered a ‘heart attack’. That blockage resulted in some damage to the heart muscle but it 
would have been worse if I had delayed calling 000. The Cardiologist said I could start playing golf after six weeks (once 
my shoulder comes good!!!!). 
So if fellows our age experience shortness of breath, are fatigued or experience pain in the chest, arm, jaw or throat 
or even between the shoulder blades, they should see a doctor urgently or if the pain is severe call 000.  “We are in the 
Zone”. Be alert to the signs and symptoms of heart disease and do something quick. 

Barry Morgan, C Coy 1969/70 
Courtesy of Don Harrod and Half Circle 

IN MEMORIUM 
1410882 JAMES PATRICK MOLONY 

2 June 1945 - 1 February 2009 
Sadly we have been informed that James Molony passed away on 1 February of this year, James served with B Coy, 
5RAR during the Battalion’s first tour in South Vietnam. 

Now At Rest. 

36501 GRAHAM EDGAR WATERS 
12 February - 28 June 2009 

We have been notified of the passing of Graham Waters, on 28 June of this year. Graham served with 5RAR on both 
tours of South Vietnam, serving as a Corporal in Adm Coy on the second tour and also with 17Bt RNSWR. 

His Duty Done. 



14 A TALE OF TWO KENNEDY’S 

My name is Dannielle Lewis, better known as “Li’l Lewis”, 
I am 18 years old and enlisted in March of this year on 
the anniversary of when my Grandfather went to Kapooka 
himself. This story for me is a recounting of some amaz-
ing events that occurred whilst I was at Kapooka, and 
also a tribute to my Grandfather who was the senior NCO 
of 12 Platoon in “The Battle of Binh Ba”. 
Corporal John Joseph Kennedy served with the 5th Battal-

ion as a Section Commander 
of 12 Platoon, D Company in 
Vietnam. He was K.I.A  by a 
land mine in Dat Do on the 
15th of June 1969. He was my 
maternal grand father and my 
mother was one his seven 
children. He was a traditional 
Army man through and 
through, and declined being 
promoted to Sergeant be-
cause he wanted to stay with 
the boys. 

This year I have become friends with Arnold “Dutchy” 
Lockrey who was in Grandpa’s platoon and great mates 
with him. He has kept in contact with my aunties who are 
both active members of Legacy. Before my enlistment, 
Dutchy asked if he and some other mates of Grandpa’s 
could come to my march out. I was eagerly anticipating 
meeting him, and extremely proud that he wanted to 
come to my march out. Unfortunately due to personal and 
medical reasons I chose to resign from Kapooka and 
could not leave until I had a specialist appointment. 
Dutchy, having heard of my dramas organised secretly 
with my family to come visit me at Kapooka with other 
members of the VVMC. Due to visitors being strictly pro-
hibited to recruits, Dutchy had to pull a few strings to get 
permission to come see me. I thank very much those in 
command at Kapooka who allowed me to be visited by 
Dutchy and his mates. 
On the 19th of April I was summoned to the foyer by an 
officer I didn’t recognise. My first instinct whilst making my 
way down the hallway on crutches was that I was in trou-
ble, my mind was racing over what I could have possibly 
gotten into trouble for. Sir asked me whether I was able to 
walk outside, I obliged and as I followed him outside I 
came across the sight of bikies parked outside my Pla-
toons building. I was confused; who are they? Why am I 

coming outside to see them? And then it dawned upon 
me that they were members of the VVMC. I asked Sir if 
one of them was Dutchy, to which he said, You will have 
to go over there to find out.” Then I heard, “That’s gotta 
be a bloody Kennedy!!” and with that my question was 
answered. I was introduced to all who had come to visit 
me, and was very glad that they had. I was informed 
about the secret planning of their visit with my family. I 
also learnt a lot about them and about what kind of per-
son my Grandfather was. It was great to meet them; it 
was just like hanging with my own boys. My mates were 
told to stay inside, but I caught a glimpse of someone 
looking out of a window. 
We said our goodbyes and I was left in awe of what had 
just happened. I had been told also some troubling news 
during their visit that Grandpa’s grave was in disrepair. I 
was disgusted that his grave could be allowed to get to 
such a state. I asked my Platoon Sergeant, Sgt Hirst,  
who to contact for something to be done about it, and  he 
then went to a lot of effort to organise it to be fixed by the 
War Graves Commission.  
I left Kapooka knowing that Sgt Hirst had done what he 
could for it to be repaired. In June this year, whilst I was 
on the Brisbane river, I received a call from Sgt Hirst in-
forming me that Grandpa’s grave had been restored. My 
family owes a lot to Sgt 
Hirst for  initiating the proc-
ess of fixing Grandpa’s 
grave. I automatically 
called Dutchy and informed 
him of what I had just been 
told. I’d like to thank the 
War Graves Commission 
and Sgt Hirst for all they 
have done. 
My two Aunties and Dutchy 
were also involved in con-
tacting the War Grave 
Commission who, when 
told of the situation, were 
very co-operative in the 
repair of Grandpa’s and 
other KIA’s graves. 

     John Joseph Kennedy  1939-1969 
Danni Lewis 

Dutchy and VVMC members, who came to visit (pictured at ARTC). 

“Lest We Forget”    

J J Kennedy 

SA RAR ASSOCIATION 
Michael von Berg MC (OC 2 Pl A Coy and OC Recce Pl 
1st tour) has taken over the reins as President of the SA 
Branch of the RAR Association from Graham “Moose” 
Dunlop OAM (OC 4 Pl B Coy 2nd tour). The SA Branch is 
in excellent shape due to the enthusiasm and dedication 
of these two crow eating Tigers.  
The SA Branch will be hosting the National RAR Associa-
tion National Council Meeting in Adelaide on 16-18 Nov 
2009 . 
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THOUSANDS of proud family, friends and fellow com-
rades turned out in force to honour the brave Territory 
troops who have recently served their country in war and 
conflict zones as they marched through Darwin city on 
Saturday. 
Children donned yellow 
shirts saying "welcome 
home'' and "we missed 
you'' as they vigorously 
waved flags and cheered 
on their serving parents in 
the parade. 
Thunderous clapping ech-
oed through the streets as 
two Abrams tanks roared 
past the crowd followed by 
the procession of more 
than 1000 troops - all from 
Darwin's 1st Brigade units 
at Robertson Barracks and 
who have served in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq and East 
Timor - down Knuckey St and into Cavenagh St. 
And emotions ran high as a riderless horse, marking the 
tragic loss of fallen Digger Corporal Mathew Hopkins, 
pranced the streets. 
Cpl Hopkins, 21, was killed during a fire-fight with Taliban 
insurgents in Afghanistan in March this year. 
He was the only NT-based soldier to be killed in the Mid-
dle East conflicts. 
Several other troops were also wounded in action and 
were forced to return home early. 
For many of the families at yesterday's parade it was 
sheer relief their loved ones had returned home safely. 
And eight-year-old Matthew Huxley, from Rosebery in 
Palmerston, said he missed his dad Lt-Col Darren Huxley 
"lots" when he was serving in East Timor. 
"I missed him being around and playing games like soc-
cer with me," he said. 
More than 400 of the Darwin Diggers that marched yes-
terday were from the 1st Brigade's 5th Royal Australian 
Regiment at Robertson Barracks and formed the Timor-
Leste Battle Group 5 in East Timor where their main role 
was to provide support to the Timorese government to 
maintain stability and law and order. 

Rebekah Cavanagh 
Northern Territory News, August 9th, 2009 

WO2 Leigh Hedger, 5RAR with 
wife Debbie and daughter 

THOUSANDS TURN OUT TO 
WELCOME DIGGERS HOME 

On Saturday 15 August, 4 ex-10 Pl D Coy 2nd tour Dig-
gers were invited to the home of the 3rd Brigade Com-
mander, Brigadier Stuart Smith and his wife Karen, in 
Jezzine Barracks, Townsville. Stuart is the eldest son of 
Sgt Bernard “Bernie” Lyle Smith, our Platoon Sergeant, 
who was K.I.A. 9th March 1969.  
The group consisted of John “Mitch” and Karlene Mitchell, 
Phil “Drover” and Helen Gould, Tony and Gillian Speel-
man and Ivor Atkins whose wife passed away a few 
months ago after a short illness. 

We were met at the 
front gate by Stuart and 
directed to a car port, 
which has to be the best 
positioned car port in all 
of Townsville, looking 
straight over to Mag-
netic Island. We entered 
the foyer and were 
greeted by Karen, we all 
introduced ourselves 
and were asked to sign 

the visitors book under the heading of 10 Platoon, D 
Company, 5RAR. After this we went through to a bar area 
where we were all offered a drink and then out into the 
back yard and BBQ area.  
The first thing that hits you is the view, then Stuart’s BBQ, 
his pride and joy we reckoned it out-ranked him. The 
steaks were done to perfection by Stuart, as were the 
salads and the table settings arranged by Karen. As the 
visitors, we were seated so we had full advantage of the 
views and waited on by our host hand and foot. After 
lunch we took a few photos and talked away the after-
noon, of course Bernie came into the conversation as well 
as where Stuart and Karen met, their children, his mum 
and brother. 
Stuart mentioned that 
his mum will be up at 
Christmas and we said 
we would like to meet 
her, Stuart asked my 
wife Karlene if she 
would like to take his 
mum out one day when 
she is here. Stuart 
probably thinking along 
the lines of shopping and maybe coffee and Karlene said 
she would love to have a day out, all I could think of 
was .. Stuart I hope your mum likes bingo… 
The day ended far too quickly but was one we will re-
member for a long time, it was good to meet one of 
Bernie’s sons and we look forward to meeting his mum 
and brother. 
As we were leaving through the foyer Ivor Atkins was hav-
ing a good look around and was heard to say “Jeez if I 
knew they gave you digs like this I would have stayed 
in the bloody army!” 

John “Mitch” Mitchell 

R: John Mitchell, Phil “Drover” 
Gould. F: Brig Stuart Smith, Tony 
Speelman and Ivor Atkins. 

L-R: Helen Gould, Karen Smith, Kar-
lene Mitchell and Gillian Speelman. 

COMMANDER’S BBQ 

TO SERVING 5 RAR MEMBERS 
If and when you leave the Battalion please remember 
to advise the 5 RAR Association of your new contact 
details. 
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The Minister for Veterans' Affairs, Alan Griffin, today an-
nounced five West Australian students, all children of 
Vietnam veterans, would receive up to $9000 each in 
Australian Government funding to help them complete 
tertiary education. 
Mr Griffin said the Long Tan Bursary scheme helps the 
children of Vietnam veterans pursue tertiary education. 
"The Long Tan Bursary scheme aims to help dedicated 
students achieve their long-term study goals by easing 
the financial cost of their tertiary study," Mr Griffin said. 
"More than 250 sons and daughters of Vietnam veterans 
have benefited from the bursary scheme since it was in-
troduced in 2000." 
Named after the Battle of Long Tan in which 18 Austra-
lians lost their lives, the Bursaries are available for terti-
ary students, including mature age students, who have 
achieved good academic results and have overcome per-
sonal challenges to successfully complete their secon-
dary education. 
"These students have proven their determination to pur-
sue their studies and I congratulate them on their deter-
mination and perseverance to succeed in their chosen 
career paths," Mr Griffin said. 
This year five students in Western Australia have re-
ceived bursaries. 
- Rebel Allen, Palmyra, Bachelor of Science/Bachelor of 
Chiropractic, Murdoch University. (Editors note: Daugh-
ter of E A Allen, 5RAR 66/67.) 

- Liana Annison, Albany, Diploma of Conservation and 
Land Management, TAFE WA.  
- Amy Hardman, Edgewater, Bachelor of Commerce, 
Curtin University.  
- Kristopher Healy, Dianella, Certificate IV of Education, 
Swan TAFE.  
- Jemma Shoppee, Margaret River, Bachelor of Educa-
tion, Edith Cowan University. 

Mr Griffin said Long Tan Bursaries totalling more than 
$500,000 would be presented to 56 Australian students 
in the coming weeks. The Bursary recognises that chil-
dren of Vietnam veterans can face health and wellbeing 
challenges due to their parent's service and attempts to 
relieve these students of some financial burden so they 
can concentrate on completing their studies successfully. 
"The Australian Government is also seeking to lift the 
aspirations of students who would previously never have 
considered university. As well as other reforms to student 
income support, the 2009-10 Budget introduced two new 
scholarships. The scholarships provide students receiv-
ing financial assistance under the Veterans' Children 
Education Scheme and the Military Rehabilitation and 
Compensation Act Education and Training Scheme a 
start-up scholarship of $2254 a year and a relocation 
scholarship, worth $4000 in the first year and $1000 
each year after, for those students who have to move 
away from home to study," Mr Griffin said. 

DVA Media Release, 26 June 2009 
Editors Note: Rebel has also served as a Combat Medic 
in the Army Reserve. 

Rebel Allen, the daughter of a Tiger, receives her Bursary Certifi-
cate from Alan Griffin, Minister for Veterans Affairs. 

BURSARIES AWARDED TO 5 WA STUDENTS 

FRANK WILLIAMS HONOURED 

The RSL ANZAC of the Year Awards are made annually 
‘to recognise the efforts and achievements of up to seven 
Australians who have given service to their fellow Austra-
lians and to the community in a positive, selfless and 
compassionate manner.’ 
Major General Bill Crews AO (Retd), RSL National Presi-
dent announced the recipients of the 2009 ANZAC of the 
Year awards. 
This year there were only four recipients, one of whom 
was Mr Frank Williams, in recognition of his many years 
of dedicated service to the veteran and wider community 
of Wee Waa, NSW. Frank, a 5RAR association member, 
served with 5RAR with 8 Pl C Coy, 1966/67 and 1 Pl A 
Coy, 1969/70. 
Frank says, "On Monday the 28th Sept, Don Rowe, 
President of NSW RSL, will be awarding the award to 
me, at the Narrabri RSL, NSW. I am unable to go to Syd-
ney to receive it from Her Excellency, at Government 
House. It is a humbling experience and the leadership 
and camaraderie in the Army, 
has carried on in my civilian life, 
and held me in good stead."  
On behalf of the RSL National 
Executive and Members, Major 
General Crews has extended his 
congratulations to the Award re-
cipients.  In doing so, Major Gen-
eral Crews has added; ‘the 
award recipients exemplify the 
Spirit of ANZAC within the com-
munity through their dedication 
and commitment to the benefit of 
others.’ Frank Williams 
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NOTICES 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 
All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and 
amendments to your contact details should be for-
warded to:  
The Secretary, 5 RAR Association, 31 Kenilworth St, 
Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022. Tel; 02 9387-1409.  
Email; hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au 

TIGER TALES ARCHIVES 
The Back Issues of Tiger Tales, from August 1987 to Au-
gust 2009, are now on the 5RAR Association Website. 
These are stored in the PDF file format for ease of view-
ing or downloading to your computer. You will find them 
under the “5RAR Association Newsletter, TIGER TALES” 
banner on the Contents Page. 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES NEEDED 
We are in need of two volunteers (and I know the old sol-
diers adage of ‘don’t ever volunteer’), but we will shortly 
be without a State Representative for both the Australian 
Capital Territory and Queensland. 
In the ACT, Barry Morgan needs to step back and take a 
break after almost nine years in the position, and is hop-
ing that someone will step up to take his place. 
Bruce Schmidtchen, a National Committee Member, has 
been acting as the temporary QLD Representative after 
Kel Ryan resigned due to increased involvement in ESO’s 
such as the Royal Australian Regiment Association. 
The duties are not onerous and if you feel that you could 
contribute, in either of these appointments, please contact 
Barry or Bruce. Both of these gents would be more than 
happy to chat and explain the details of the position, their 
contact details are shown on page 18. 

Perth, WA, Friday 3rd July.  
A well attended get-together held at Anzac House was 
the first activity of the Reunion. This was attended by 
David Mead (Col Retd) and his partner Marina, who had 
travelled from Italy. Others present were Michael and 
Helen Bolton, Jim and Lesley Lowry, Graeme and Trish 
Hill, Wayne and Marie Herbert, Peter and Margie 
McHugh, Barrie and Susy Taylor, John and Robin Wil-
liams, Dave and Julie Bowman, John (Doc) and Maureen 
Halliday, Bryan (Blue) and Arlene Schafer, Mick Browne, 
Geoff Ford, Kevin Mulligan, Maurie Shields, Jim Reid and 
(yours truly) Terry and Barbara Bates. 
On Saturday 4th July, the 40th Anniversary of a mine inci-
dent where 7 Platoon lost 3 of its members KIA and sev-
enteen others WIA, a Memorial Service was held at The 
Vietnam Memorial in King’s Park. This service was con-
ducted by Chaplain David Cockram, an ex-3RAR digger; 
David also served with David Mead in 6RAR, it was great 
for them to meet again after so many years.  
There was a short march to the pavilion, where the ladies 
sang the National Anthem ably led by Margie and Marion. 
The address was delivered by David Mead, Terry Bates 
recited “The Ode” and “The Last Post” was played by 
Seaman Ben Connolly. 

Wreaths were laid by David Mead and Alan McNulty 
(5RAR WA). At the close of the service all retired for cof-
fee (a sign of the times). 
Saturday evening a dinner was held at Oasis Restaurant 
in West Swan, 30 people attended and a good time was 
had by all, with a few stories told. I recalled John Faint 
nearly missing the truck back to Nui Dat after R&C. It was 
the morning after his “wedding”, Ho Ho. 
The 5RAR Association WA held a BBQ, on Tuesday 7th, 
at Whiteman Park with another good roll up, photo oppor-
tunities and more reminiscing. 
A very big thank you must go to Wayne Herbert and 
Graeme Hill, for their help in bringing all the Reunion ac-
tivities together. I hope to see you all at Reunion 2010 
next year. 

Terry Bates 

7Pl (2nd Tour) 40th REUNION 

Standing from left; Ben, Navy bugler, Wayne Herbert, Blue 
McHugh, Alan McNulty, Graeme Hill, Jim Lowry, Mike Bolton, Dave 
Mead, Kevin Mulligan and Barrie Taylor. Kneeling from left. Mike 
Brown, Blue Schafer, John Williams, Dave Bowman, Terry Bates, 
and Maurie Shields. 

New Members July 2009-Dec 2009 
Regt No Give Names Surname Tour Suburb/Town State 

217946 Rodney Arrowsmith 2 Palmerston NT 

3786658 Robert Bruce Baker 1 Echuca Vic 

216446 David Maxwell Campbell 1 Tweed Heads NSW 

5716467 John William Fallon 2 Boyup Brook WA 

3792254 John William Gardiner 2 Gympie QLD 

2786664 Michael Patrick Hannah 2 Ultimo NSW 

5715267 Mons Linton Haug 2 Bayswater WA 

4410959 Denis Charles Mills 1 Prospect SA 

44230 James Allan Mulholland 2 Smithfield SA 

3792091 Reginald Rex Sanders Aust Tweed Heads NSW 

2788133 Maurice David Shiels 2 Gloucester NSW 

1410968 Maxwell Edward Stringer 1 Somersby NSW 

217826 Peter Leslie Weber 2 Bongaree QLD 

156474 Garth Leonard Wheat 2 Dungog NSW 
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Remit this form and payment due to: 
The Treasurer 
5 RAR Association 
31 Kenilworth St 
BONDI JUNCTION NSW 2022  

Joining / Renewing Membership  
Change of Details  

Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

All membership queries or amendments are to go to the Treasurer/Membership Officer (see below) 
Current Membership Period;    1 March 2008 - 28 February 2011        
Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Amount 

Membership Dues      $    30      

Vietnam Task M  $    30      

The Year of the Tigers (Ed. 3)   M  $    65     

Honour Roll M  $    35      

5 Bn History DVD S  $    30      

Caps S  $    15      

Ties S  $    30      

Lapel Badges S  $      5      

TAC Plates S  $    20      

5 RAR Plaque M  $    50      

Car Sticker - Ribbons (New) S  $      5      

Car Sticker - Tiger Head S  $      3      

       

  Grand Total:  $           
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5 and L $10 per item. 

Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of association/link with 5RAR including Sub-Unit: 

Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5RAR Association, to the address above, 
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au include your Surname & Initials as the reference.  

Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5RAR Association.  Bank: CBA.  BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756  

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 
Patron President Vice President Secretary 
Brig. Colin Khan DSO Col. Roger Wainwright  Maj. John Miller  CVO, AM, MBE Mr. Geoff Pearson 
Ph:  02 6257 7249 Ph:  02 6295 6204 Ph:  02 9938 6312 Ph:  02 9524 3177  
Mob:  0414 713 720 Mob:  0409 588 935 Mob:  0419 252 130 Mob:  0417 223 001  
    roger.w@netspeed.com.au jandemiller@bigpond.com.au gp@rbimports.com.au 
Treasurer/Membership Officer Memorabilia Officer Committee Member Committee Member 
Lt Col. Ron Hamlyn Maj. Bryan Schafer Trevor Carter Bruce Schmidtchen 
Ph:  02 9387 1409 Ph:  02 9605 5841 Ph:  02 9587 9670 Ph: 07 3862 1158 
Mob:  0407 669 221 Mob:  0412 432 464 Mob: 0427 101 516 Mob:  0419 485 592 
hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au blues@tadaust.org.au Trevor.Carter@defence.gov.au brucesc@bigpond.net.au 

  Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member   
  Brian Budden   Geoffrey Luck    George Wills      
  Ph:  02 9525 0355 (W) Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph:  02 9838 1110   
  Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob:  0414 261 568   
  krikse2@hotmail.com g_j_luck@tpg.com.au gwil9696@bigpond.net.au   

Tiger Tales Editor      -      Gary Townsend Webmaster      -      Ted Harrison 
Ph: 07 5572 5935     Mob: 0412 767 975     garyt.5rar@gmail.com Ph: 03 9762 4283   Mob: 0403 907 775  

P O Box 5011, Mermaid Waters, QLD, 4218 Webmaster@5rar.asn.au 
ACT Representative NSW Representatives QLD Representative SA/NT Representative 
Lt Col. Barry Morgan George Wills Bruce Schmidtchen Barry Ryan 
Ph:  02 6255 4531 Ph: 02 9838 1110 Ph: 07 3862 1158 Ph:  08 8341 0364 
Mob:  0419 884 078   Mob: 0414 261 568 Mob:  0419 485 592   
bm126489@bigpond.net.au gwil9696@bigpond.net.au brucesc@bigpond.net.au lynneryan@austarnet.com.au 

  TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 
  John Smee Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 
  Ph:  03 6343 4243 Ph:  03  9744 5035 Ph: 08 9304 1333 

  Mob:  0407 830 264 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 
  johnsmee1@bigpond.com doug.bishop@internode.on.net  alanmarian@4u.com.au 
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The wearing of the 1915–49 colour patches was reintro-
duced in 1987 primarily on the basis of fostering the 
Army’s heritage, through unit lineage and similarity of 

roles to units of 1915–
49 which had approved 
colour patches. Those 
patches authorised 
since 1987 are, with 
the exception of some 
divisional troops units, 
specifically ‘unit’ colour 
patches, and being 
unique to each unit 
authorised to wear one. 

The nature of the order of battle in the early 1990s was 
such that only about 25 per cent of units, regular and re-
serve, had lineage and similarity of role to 1915–49 units 
and were able to claim those patches. At the same time 
only a relatively small number of units had unique unit 
badges by which to be identified. 
Because of these circumstances, the number of units un-
successfully seeking approval for colour patches and the 
apparent need for a system of unit identification particu-
larly in case of expansion, a second ‘series’ of colour 
patches was designed. These would complement the 
1915–49 series to provide every unit of the Army with its 
own unit colour patch regardless of the size on the order 
of battle. The Chief of the General Staff Advisory Commit-
tee approved the concept in 1994 and introduction was 
effected in 1995. 
The colour patch worn by 5RAR is a Series II Patch of 
Green with a Gold central vertical stripe. 
Editors Note: My thanks go to RSM Craig Howe and WO2 
Leigh Hedger of 5RAR Darwin for the information detail-
ing the altered dress standards concerning the Slouch 
Hat. 

The Hat KFF is worn by all members in accordance the 
provisions of Army Standing Orders for Dress (ASOD), 
volume 1, chapters 3 and 5. It is worn with hat badges, 
chinstrap, puggaree and a unit colour patch (except for 
1RAR). The hat is worn with the crown indented. In cere-
monial orders of dress the brim is to be turned up on the 
left. The hat is not to be pinned or stitched where the 
crown is indented.  
The chinstrap is to be of brown leather. It is to be worn at 
the point of the chin with the lower buckle positioned on 
the left cheek so that it is level with the corner of the 
mouth when the hat is worn with the brim up (with one 
exception). The metal fittings are not to be polished.  
All members, except personnel posted to 1 RAR and 
members of the CSC, wear a khaki puggaree.  
In ceremonial orders of dress the hat is inclined to the 
right so that a distance equivalent to three fingers width 
between the brim and the highest point of the left ear is 
achieved. When the brim is down, the hat is worn level on 
the head.  

The Australian Army 
Badge is the distinc-
tive ‘Rising Sun’ 
badge traditionally 
worn by members of 
the Australian Army. 
The badge is posi-
tioned centrally on the 
left side brim, facing 
outward when the 

brim is turned up. The 
highest point of the badge is to be 1.5 cm below the edge 
of the brim. 
The Corps or Regiment badge is positioned centrally on 
the front of the puggaree with the lowest point of the 
badge touching the brim of the 
hat. Members of the RAR wear 
the “Skippy badge” on the hat 
KFF not the Infantry Corps badge 
whilst posted to a Battalion and 
instructional facilities. When 
posted to an Army Reserve unit 
members, will adopt the Units hat 
badge for the duration of the post-
ing.  
Emu plumes are worn on the Hat 
KFF by all members of RAAC 
units. Plumes are worn on the left side of the Hat KFF, 
brim worn up or down, positioned behind the puggaree. 
The plumes are to be shaped to allow the feathers to 
bend to the right over the hat. Only natural emu feathers 
are to be worn. Shades may therefore vary between indi-
vidual sets. 
Colour patches were worn on uniform by the Australian 
Army in the period 1915–49 through two world wars and 
the periods of peace between and after. In their shape 
and colour combinations they are believed to be a 
uniquely Australian innovation. 

HAT KHAKI FUR FELT (SLOUCH HAT) AND BADGES  

“5 RAR” BIKE PLATE FOR SALE 
Barry Williams has contacted the 5RAR Association with 
some very sad news. Barry has cancer and TB, and the 
prognosis is not good. He wishes to tidy up his affairs, 
and this includes his pride and joy – his Queensland mo-
tor bike plates. Due to his illness, Barry can no longer ride 
his bike. He paid $2,250 for his plates some years ago, 
and would like to offer them for sale for the same price to 
any Tiger who would use them as proudly as he has.    
Those of you who know and remember Barry will recall 
him as being a cheeky bloke with a ready smile, and also 
one who could get into trouble without even trying.  
Anybody genuinely inter-
ested in purchasing this 
one of a kind registration 
plate should contact Barry, 
bungy05@optusnet.com.au  
or 0413 157-338 and help 
an old Tiger tidy up his af-
fairs. 

The Australian Army Badge 

RAR Badge 

5RAR Colour Patch 
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In August 2000, the then Commandant of Canungra Land 
Warfare Centre, Colonel WT Bowen SC, AM and the RSM 
of LWC, WO1 BT Boughton OAM, approached a number 
of members of the Vietnam Veteran community with a 
view to erect a memorial within the Canungra Army Bar-
racks to honour all Vietnam Veterans. 
The offer was of course immediately accepted and a com-
mittee formed consisting of members from VVAA, VVF, 
National Service Association, SEAKs, TPl Association 
and ISA. 
It was decided that this memorial would be quite unique 
within Australia in that it would honour all who served in 
Vietnam, not only Military Forces, but members who vis-
ited Vietnam such as Entertainers, QANTAS Staff, Civil-
ian medical teams and other such personnel hence the 
motto "In Remembrance to All”. 
A site was earmarked for construction of the Memorial in 
Formbys Way opposite the Padang and work commenced 
in September 2000. 
Because of the enormity of the task the construction 
was to be built in 5 separate stages and was scheduled 
to be completed by the year 2007. 
Volunteers from all Ex Service Organisations worked fe-
verously every second Sunday hoping to have stage 1 
completed by the due date. Clearing of noxious weeds 
and undergrowth was the first task so that building of the 
memorial could commence. Construction of viewing plat-
forms, positioning of the dedication rock and the erection 
of the signage was of course out of the scope of the vol-
unteers so outside help was sought. 

Gathering funds for payment of this work was now the top 
priority for the committee and raffles were run and spon-
sorship sought. 
Work on the memorial continued at a now faster pace as 
the dedication day was drawing nearer. Volunteers and 
tradesmen worked side by side to have this enormous task 
completed. At the completion of each working day, a BBQ 
was held and a few drinks consumed so that the workers 
could stand back and admire the work that had been 
completed for that day. 

CANUNGRA VIETNAM MEMORIAL 

Stage 1 was completed on time and at 1100 hours on 
Saturday the 2nd December 2000, His Excellency the 
Governor of Queensland Major General Peter Arnison 
dedicated the Canungra Vietnam Memorial to all of those 
who had served. The dedication service was 
conducted by Chaplain R Paschke. The dedication was 
attended by approximately 300 people and after the ser-
vice all were invited to snacks and drinks with the Gover-
nor of Queensland and the Minister of Veteran Affairs Mr 
Bruce Scott. 
Fund raising by donations and sponsorship is still a major 
priority for the committee, and with the help of the general 
community, our task of completing the Canungra Vietnam 
Memorial was made a lot easier with their support. 
Our wheelchair access to the memorial site was com-
pleted in late 2007 and walkways from the site leading 
down to the river were constructed. This work was due to 
the efforts our own members, including 5RAR Association 
members, Wayne Arnold and Dave Benson .  
In 2008 the main areas had the retaining walls built and 
paved, again by our own labours. This leaves the hand rails 
as our next priority. A BBQ Area is to be constructed to 
include BBQs and a number of tables and chairs. 

Canungra Vietnam Memorial Association Inc. 

Direction's to the Memorial: Through the main gate which 
is manned by security, straight down the road past the 
confidence course, which will be on your left, through an 
un-manned gate, turn over the weir to a fork in the track, 
take the right hand fork and follow it until you come to the 
Padang. The memorial is on the left, you will see a small 
bridge and the granite stone to the left off it. 

Dave Benson, 5RAR 66/67 stands by the CVM Sign. 

The Canungra Vietnam Memorial 

I would like to extend to all members and 
their families the compliments of the season 
and hope that your New Year is filled with 
peace, good health and prosperity. 
The Editor 


