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DEPLOYMENT TO VIETNAM 

COPYRIGHT: No part of this publication may be produced without the written permission of the Editorial Committee. 

Issue 42                 April 2016 Newsletter of 5th Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment Association (Inc)         We are all Tigers together 

During April and May of 1966, 50 years ago this year, 5th Battal-
ion, The Royal Australian Regiment deployed to South Vietnam 
as the first contingent of 1st Australian Task Force (1 ATF). The 
base to accomodate1 ATF was to be established approximately 
10 to 11 kilometres north of Ba Ria, the principal town of Phouc 
Tuy Province. 

The deployment started on Tuesday 19th April with the depar-
ture of the Battalion’s Advance Party, under the command of 
MAJ John Miller. They were airlifted by QANTAS Boeing 707, 
arriving at Bien Hoa on Wednesday 20th April, where they were 
embedded within 1 RAR. 

At Gallipoli Barracks, on the following day there was a 
Battalion Parade, the Beating of the Retreat Ceremony 
with the then Army Minister, Malcolm Fraser reviewing 
the troops.  

On 21st April, the Battalion marched through Sydney, for 
what can only be described as a tumultuous ticker tape 
send off prior to its deployment to South Vietnam. 

Battalion transport and freight were loaded onto HMAS Sydney, 
an aircraft carrier converted to a troop transport.  

Then on Friday 22nd April members of C Company (minus 8 
Platoon) and drivers embarked on HMAS Sydney. Garden Is-
land dock was crowded with relatives and friends who fare-
welled them as they sailed off through Sydney Harbour. HMAS 
Sydney arrived off Vung Tau, disembarked the troops and off-
loaded freight on Wednesday 4th May. 

QANTAS charter 
flights started on 
28th April, this flight 
carried the CO’s 
party and 8 Platoon 
arriving at Saigon on 
Friday 29th April. 
LTCOL John Warr 
assumed command 
of 5 RAR troops in 
South Vietnam and 
departed for Bien 
Hoa. The remaining 
elements of BHQ 
and  the 36 mem-
bers of 8 Platoon flew to Vung Tau by Fairchild C123. 

Generally a flight left Australia every 2nd day carrying a 5 
RAR Company plus some troops from other units. All 
flights left from Richmond Air Force base, tracing a line 
generally north; such as Richmond - Townsville - Manila - 
Saigon.  

The last 5 RAR flight (Flight 10), of 114 members left on 
12th May, arriving the next day to complete the Battalion 
concentration. 

As the battalion arrived in Vung Tau a camp was estab-
lished at the back beach. This was among the sand 
dunes, for acclimatisation and training. This training in-
cluded search and destroy techniques, helicopter inser-
tion and communications skills. 

Operation Hardihood (see page 2), the phase to clear Nui 
Dat and the establishment of the 1 ATF Base, under op-
erational control of the US 173rd Airborne Brigade began 
on 24th May. Troops were inserted by 4 lifts of 30 Iroquois 
helicopters, each chalk of 6 men.  

The Battalion’s first casualty occurred on this day, when 
PTE Errol Noack was critically wounded and died of his 
wounds in 36th Evacuation Hospital in Vung Tau. 

HMAS Sydney sails out of Sydney Harbour 22nd April 1966. 

A QANTAS Flight refuelling in Manila, Philippines. 

An aerial view of 5 RAR’s initial camp at the Vung Tau back beach, 
May 1966. 

5 RAR troops disembarking from their 
flight on arrival in Saigon, April 1966. 
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2016 is an important year in the history of our Association 
as it represents 50 years since the young tiger battalion 
first deployed on active service, 50 years after the Anzacs 
of the 1st AIF landed in France. When you receive this 
edition in early April the final preparations were being 
made for deployment to Vietnam. The cover page article 
summarises the key dates and activities that occurred 
over the deployment time frame.  Many members of the 5 
RAR advance party commemorated Anzac Day in 1966 
with 1 RAR at Bien Hoa. 

 There is no doubt that conditions in the early days were 
primitive as the battalion led the securing and establish-
ment of the base at Nui Dat. The article on Page 8 by Bob 
O'Neill gives an insightful account of the early unknowns 
and how an intelligence network to support our operations 
had to be built from scratch. 

 Whilst we are not planning any specific commemorations 
or activities for the 1966-67 tour there will be some recog-
nition given in both Tiger Tales and on our website. If any 
members, particularly from the 1st tour, have any articles 
of interest, or memories from 50 years ago, you are in-
vited to pass them to our editor and webmaster for possi-
ble publication. 

 At our AGM held on the Gold Coast in 2015 it was de-
cided that a survey of our members should be held to 
ascertain their views on the type and frequency of future 
association reunions.  A survey questionnaire which in-
cludes some background comments is included with this 
edition. I urge you to complete this questionnaire so that 
your committee has a wide range of views to make in-
formed decisions on our future activities.  The deadline 
has purposely been made at the end of April, so that you 
can discuss the topic with your mates on Anzac Day.  If 
you wish, you can also provide comment by email to me 
or any other committee member. 

 Another matter that the committee is considering is the 
future distribution of Tiger Tales, particularly in view of the 
recent hike in postal costs by Australia Post and its corre-
sponding aggravation of snail pace delivery times.  We 
are looking at the ongoing cost options in consultation 
with our printing contractor. A logical option is to provide 
electronic copies by email to those who would prefer to 
receive Tiger Tales that way.  About 84% of our member-
ship are on email.  There is no intention at this time to 
increase our tri-annual membership fees to absorb the 
increased postal costs. 

 Whilst on the topic of input to Tiger Tales you will see on 
page 14 that our hard working volunteer editor has made 
a plea for articles, memories or stories from all genera-
tions of the tiger battalion. Our last two editions have had 
to be reduced from 20 to 16 pages.  It is up to us all to 
contribute to ensure that our magazine, now in its 29th 
year and 87 publications continues as a key means of 
communication. 

 Once again on Anzac Day, it is time for us to reflect by 
remembering our fellow tigers who made the supreme 
sacrifice and the comrades we have lost from our ranks in 
the years since. 

Roger Wainwright 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

OPERATION HARDIHOOD - 
WHEN DID IT START? 

Hardihood is the name that is synonymous with the se-
curing and establishment of the 1st Australian Task Force 
base at Nui Dat with many believing Day 1 was the 24th 
May 1966.  However, the origins of Op Hardihood for 5 
RAR go back to 9 March 1966, the day the tiger battalion 
was warned for service in South Vietnam.  This was the 
day after Prime Minister Harold Holt announced that Aus-
tralia's Vietnam commitment would be increased to a self 
contained Task Force. A tight security embargo was lifted 
and preparations began.  The planning, mounting and 
lodgment phases of the deployment including initial op-
erations to establish the base at Nui Dat were given the 
overall codename Operation Hardihood. 

Under Army legislation, units warned for, or deployed on 
operational service are required to maintain a Command-
ers Diary. This is necessary to maintain accurate records 
and data to assist in improving subsequent operations 
and training; and to provide a basis for the future writing 
of the unit's military history. Consequently the very first 
entry at Holsworthy on 9 March 1966 states: "0900 hrs. 
CO (Lt Col Warr) attended conference at 1TF. Unit 
warned for service in South Vietnam as part of 1ATF. Op-
eration codenamed ‘HARDIHOOD’." 

Although training had already occurred in preparation for 
possible deployment the intensity now rapidly heightened 
with exercises conducted by the battalion and then 1 
Task Force to assess the readiness of the battalion for 
deployment. These were passed with flying colours and 
the battalion then moved into the deployment phase as 
described in the article on Page 1.  The mounting author-
ity responsible for the deployment was HQ Eastern Com-
mand at Victoria Barracks Sydney. 

The battalion came under the operational control of HQ 
173rd Airborne Brigade from 22 May 1966. This brigade 
with elements of 1 RAR had already been conducting 
operations as part of Op Hardihood in Phuoc Tuy Prov-
ince since mid May and had encountered enemy up to 
battalion strength in the area of Nui Dat.  5 RAR was in-
serted by helicopter into LZ Hudson just to the north-west 
of Nui Dat on 24 May. After midday, 5 RAR company pa-
trols departed LZ Hudson to commence the clearance of 
the area, particularly to the east and north-east of Nui 
Dat.   

The first contact of 5 RAR with the enemy occurred 
shortly after leaving Hudson in the area that subsequently 
became the base for battalion headquarters. After the 
initial clearance, 5 RAR came under operational com-
mand of HQ 1 ATF at 1800 hours on 5 June 1966 after 
the HQ had deployed to Nui Dat. Op Hardihood con-
cluded about this time. 

Roger Wainwright 

Note: 5 RAR Commanders Diaries can be viewed  at 
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/RCDIG1029391/ on 
the AWM website. They are arranged in monthly sections 
for both 5 RAR tours of Vietnam. 



3 AN EXCEPTIONAL REUNION 

Claude Ducker and Barry Morgan were again apparent. 
Claude spoke and made a presentation to Don Harrod for 
his outstanding work in producing the monthly Half Circle 
newsletter (113 issues so far) and also for his efforts in 
tracking down the men from far and wide and bringing 
some of them ‘in from the cold’. On behalf of Jack Bradd, 
who was too unwell to attend, Andy MacDougal pre-
sented a framed poem to John Hosie to commemorate 
the esteemed leadership of his father Ian Hosie who died 
some years ago.  

The climax of the evening was the speech of our special 
guest, our commanding officer Colin ‘Genghis’ Khan, who 
revealed to us the parallels of service and operations of 
the original C Company 5th Battalion (1st AIF) and our 
own C Company in Vietnam. In his thank you speech 
Dave Wilkins mentioned that, in his opinion, there was 
little doubt Colin Khan was the best of all the Australian 
Infantry Battalion Commanders in the Vietnam War, at 
which point everyone spontaneously stood and sang “For 
He’s a Jolly Good Fellow” followed by three cheers.  
It was a most fitting finale. 

Dave Wilkins 
C Company 1969-70 

C Company (2nd tour) held an exceptionally successful 
reunion in Canberra, from 15-17 March, arranged by 
Claude Ducker and Barry Morgan. It was most significant 
that 68 Vietnam veterans from C Company in addition to 
wives, other relatives and guests attended a total number 
of 117. Terry Fitzgerald even rode his motorbike across 
the Nullarbor to be with us. Activities included a thirst-
quenching meet ‘n greet on the first evening, a three hour 
luncheon cruise on Lake Burley Griffin, more thirst-
quenching sub-unit gatherings and then some sobering 
and solemn conducted tours of the Australian War Memo-
rial.  

The absolute highlights of the reunion were on the final 
day when the C Company men, wearing their medals, 
attended the AWM Last Post Ceremony which focused on 
fallen Rifle Section Commander in 9 Platoon, Cpl Ted 
Suttor who was killed in action on 16 November 1969. His 
sister, Jean Findlay, laid a wreath beneath a large portrait 

of Ted. This was 
followed by the sis-
ters of Private Barry 
Thompson (KIA 1 
February 1970), 
Helen Keed and 
Valda Lees, laying a 
wreath in his honour 
beside the Pool of 
Reflection. Then all 
seven of C Com-
pany’s fallen during 
the Vietnam War 
were remembered 
when beautiful multi-
floral wreaths were 

placed at the edge of the Pool of Reflection by Wayne 
Herbert, David Mead, Andy MacDougal, Geoff Pearson, 
Jack Lake, Roger Lambert and Peter McHugh. Footage 
of the ceremony should be available on the AWM website 
by April. 

That night the final dinner was held in the Canberra Rex 
Ballroom. The detailed planning and organisation of 

C Coy members prepare to lay wreaths, at the AWM forecourt, in 
honour of their members who gave their lives for our country. 

An image of the Reunion Place Mat. 

Wreath detail. 

A rousing cheer for Colin Khan. 



4 AROUND THE STATES 

WA 

The 5 RAR West Australian Christmas party was held on 
a very wet and cold day Saturday 5th December. But this 
did not bother us as we all assembled at 43 Bar and Res-
taurant. Saturday seems to be a good day for most peo-
ple as we had 64 members and partners, including 5 new 
members from Afghanistan. 

Travel and sickness meant that two of our well known 
member's were unable to attend, Ken Benson and Bob 
Armitage, they were both missed.  

Once again our members were very generous with their 
donations for the raffles and auctions. Audrey Briggs with 
her hamper, vintage port, whiskey, John McCulloch do-
nated a television with a DVD, Peter Guyatt donated 6 
crayfish which were auctioned and all of our other mem-
bers, too many to mention, who brought along gifts. 

One donation was a bottle of red wine named ‘Cheap 
Charlie’, Binh D445 bottled by the Baria Laundry, was 
sold for $20. 

Sandra Gastev again put on a superb 3 course lunch in-
cluding roast turkey and leg ham. Sorry to Terry Bates 
and Peter Guyatt for not getting the bones to chew on. 
Our 5 RAR WA branch subsidised the meal reducing the 
cost from $45 dollars to $35 dollars, which was appreci-
ated by the members. Sandra also reduced the price of 
bottles of red and white wines from $38 a bottle to $20, 
she certainly looks after us. Thanks to Russell and Aud-
rey for collecting the money from members, which is a 
challenging task. 

We were a noisy group due to members not bringing their 
hearing aid's but a great time was had by all. 

Thanks to everyone for your generosity. 

A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

The Committee members decided to travel to Mandurah 
to take some of our members who are on the sick list out 
for a Christmas lunch. 

Kim Locke ex-C Coy 2nd tour lives in a Nursing Home and 
though he does get regular visits from Terry Major and 
Lionel Morris, Terry Bates, Peter Guyatt and I. We 
thought that taking him from the Nursing Home to Mur-

WA - Cont. 

phy's Pub would do him good. It was also decided to get 
Bob Armitage and Dennis Rainer to come also. We had 
sixteen members attending so it made for a good party. 
Kim enjoyed the day immensely especially the Christmas 
presents and the beers. Unfortunately Dennis Rainer 
could not attend as he was unwell. Bob Armitage was so 
pleased to see everyone and thanked us all for our ef-
forts. 

Kim Locke just loves being around our members and he 
was pleased to get a photo that Geoff Pearson sent over 
for him. 

Special thanks to Lionel Morris for picking Kim up, Terry 
Major who gave Kim a 5 RAR shirt and jacket. It was 
great to see Kim’s mates looking after him. 

BATTALION BIRTHDAY 

We had 30 members and partners attending the Birthday 
of 5 RAR at 43 Below where Sandra Gastev provided 
finger food for us all, and paid for by the Association in 
WA. 

We had sausage rolls, pizza, party pies, fish and chips 
with scallops, chips which went down well with our mem-
bers. 

A Birthday cake was cut by Ken Benson, after we all sang 
happy birthday led by Peter Tuck. 

Enjoying the lunch are Peter Guyatt and Peter Tuck. 

Some of the members at the special Christmas lunch, with Kim 
Locke wearing the vest and Bob Armitage in the grey shirt. 



5 AROUND THE STATES - Cont. 

QLD 

NSW 

An important message to the Victorian Tigers. This year 5 
RAR will be leading the RAR Association, and the RAR 
Association will be pretty near leading the March. Up until 
(and including) last year we used to form up in Collins 
Street and step off about noon.    

THIS YEAR IS DIFFERENT. We form up in Swanston 
Street opposite Federation Square/Flinders Street Sta-

VIC 

ANZAC Day in Sydney this year is no change, Form Up 
Bligh St 10:30 not 11:00, function at the Crown Hotel, 
Elizabeth St, straight down from where we finish the 
march. 

Barney Ruttle 

The ACT branch had its annual Christmas Lunch at the 
Ainslie Football Club; we had a good roll up, with Ronnie 
Russell coming along for the first time. He was one of the 
Baitlayers for D Coy 2nd Tour. Ronnie was responsible for 
baking and preparing the buns that were sent out to us in 
the bush with a Goffer that we all looked forward to. A 
good time was had by all. 

ANZAC DAWN SERVICE: At 4.30am excerpts will be 
read from letters and diaries of Australians who experi-
enced war firsthand. Then at 5.30am the service will com-
mence at the AWM. 

NATIONAL CEREMONY AND MARCH: As in previous 
years we will be marching behind the RAR Banner. We 
will form up at 10.30am on Anzac Parade. 

After the Ceremony we will adjourn to the Mercure Hotel 
(formally Olims) on the corner of Ainslie Ave and Lime-
stone Ave.  

Bernie Pye 

ACT  

The ACT group enjoy their Christmas Luncheon. 

A big thanks to Steve Mackie and his wife Karen for or-
ganising a recent B Coy 1969-70 lunch at the Talle-
budgera Surf Club. 

It was great to catch up with everyone (26) and, surprise 
surprise, Bob Hutchison and his wife and daughter joined 
us. 

These gatherings should be a regular event. 

WA - Cont. 

A great day was had by all, but we missed lots of people 
on the sick list, namely Ron Nichols, Bob Armitage, Kim 
Locke, Bill Gilders, Mick Seats, Dennis Rainer, Graeme 
Ball and John Halliday. They were very much missed and 
we toasted the sick members and the Battalion, everyone 
enjoyed the 2 bottles of port we used for the  toasts. 

Alan McNulty 

VIC - Cont 

tion; and step off at 0915 hrs. Battalion Banners are to be 
up and on display at 0900 hrs.  No sleeping in this year, 
we need to be well represented.  This year marks the 50th 
Anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan. Bring a friend and 
remind each other of the change in time and location. 

After the March the RAR Association will be re-uniting at 
The Imperial Hotel, corner of Bourke and Spring Streets, 
opposite State Parliament House.  Do us proud Victorian 
Tigers. 

Doug Bishop 

Some of the 26 members and partners who attended B Coy lunch. 

Anzac Day 2016 is fast approaching and, I am looking 
forward to catching up with my fellow Tigers here in Bris-
bane. 

FUP at Charlotte St (off George St) for 09:30 hrs, and 
Step-Off at 10:00 hrs (officially). Then, after the march, 
we gather for lunch at the Grand Central Hotel in Ann St 
although, some will head for the Pig ’n’ Whistle in Eagle 
St.  

It would be great to see more young Tigers join us this 
year. 

Paul Foley 



6 HONOURING OUR FALLEN 

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE -  
A TRAVELLER’S TALE 

Over the years, I have met and treated people from many 
walks of life. Some sick some poor, some lost, or most, 
just like you and me. Some you know well, others you 
never really know: their shutters are down. 

One patient I accompanied on a particular overseas trip 
was defensive and not particularly forthcoming. Individu-
als who knew him well described him as intemperate, 
mean spirited, insensitive to others, and a whole lot 
worse. I am sure you get the picture. While successful 
career wise, in his personal relationships he seemed to 
have few redeemable features. I guess we all put up with 
his behaviour, and never really got close enough to help 
him or understand him better. 

I might add, I was not his regular doctor and only ac-
companied him on this overseas trip. As part of our itin-
erary we visited this war grave in El Alamein, North Af-
rica. It was only then as he stood for the first time be-
side his father's grave, did his life journey open up. This 
was the father he never knew, as his mother was preg-
nant when his father went to war and he never returned. 

The apparently tough, insensitive individual crumbled in 
front of our eyes and broke down into torrent of tears, loss, 
and despair. It was terribly painful for all to behold. As it 
later turned out, he had no siblings, his mother died when 
he was young and he was brought up by relatives. 

Many have similar stories, and this does not provide an 
excuse for his behaviour, but it does, however, demon-
strate the scars that we can carry for the duration of our 
lives. The story also highlights the benefits of stable and 
predictable family relationships and support. We all need 
them but so often we take them for granted. We all 
treated our fellow traveller differently after this unex-
pected and rather confronting event. He was better for the 
catharsis, and interestingly, so were we. I guess we really 
just understood and looking at one another, we were en-
veloped in shame by our judgmental behaviour. 

I guess we all carry some level of emotional burden through-
out our lives. It colours our attitudes behaviour and relation-
ships in and outside the family. In this particular case there 
was a great unanswered void, a fundamental underpinning 
of self, expressed as loss, anger and frustration. This burden 
had been carried far too long and seeking appropriate help 
was long overdue. It's never too late. 

Dr Graeme Killer, AO 
DVA Medical Advisor 

Reprinted with permission from the Department of Veter-
ans' Affairs (DVA).  Article originally published in the DVA 
Men's Health Peer Education Magazine Vol. 14 No. 3 
Spring/Summer 2015. 

Quote: “No event in American history is more misunder-
stood than the Vietnam War. It was misreported then, 
and it is misremembered now.”  

--Richard M. Nixon, 1985 

The Victorian Branch of the Vietnam Veterans Associa-
tion of Australia (VVAA) has organised many commemo-
rative activities throughout this year as a mark of respect 
for the 98 KIAs that have been laid to rest here in Victoria.  
Of course 2016 will mark 50 years since the battle of 
Long Tan, one of the biggest actions that Australian sol-
diers were involved in during our service in Vietnam. 

One of the first of such activities was held at noon on 
Sunday, 21 February – a graveside commemoration ser-
vice at each of the Victorian graves.  Nearly all of the 5 
RAR dead were paid their respects.  John Lea-Smith and 
I attended the Altona Memorial Park Crematorium and 
Lawn Cemetery for the service of Lt John ‘Jack’ Car-
ruthers who was mortally wounded at the foot of the Long 
Hais exactly 49 years beforehand and died of his wounds 
3 days later.  Jack commanded 4 Platoon. 

Daryl McCombe attended the service in Warrnambool for 
his friend and fellow forward scout, Graham Warburton of 
12 Platoon.  Daryl and Graham trained together before 
Vietnam.  Graham was KIA on 1 October 1966.     

Seven members of the 5 RAR Association attended the 
Fawkner Crematorium and Memorial Park for the service 
of Les Farren who was killed on 10 June 1966 in the very 
early days.  Stretch and Les were students together at 
Northcote High School, and both were conscripted and 
served in SVN. 

Down the Mornington Peninsular in Dromana, Norm Har-
ris paid respect to his fellow Bandsman, Mick Poole who 
was also killed at the foot of the Long Hais on 21 Febru-
ary 1967 whilst attending to the wounded.  After Vietnam 
Norm Harris became a highly acclaimed professional mu-
sician and paid his respects by playing the Last Post by 
Mick Poole’s grave. 

Last, but not least was James McMillan who was killed on 
5 RAR’s second tour.  No-one was able to attend his ser-
vice as we understand he has no burial site.  His ashes 
were scattered in the Horsham area, in and around where 
he grew up. 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: Age 
shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  At the go-
ing down of the sun and in the morning – We will remem-
ber them. 

Lest We Forget 
Doug Bishop, 

Victorian Representative 

L-R: Bob Fletcher, Neil McGrath, Ken Leggett, John Bilston, Keith 
Jones, Frank Donovan and ‘Stretch’ Bryan at Fawkner Cemetery. 



7 LONG TAN RIDE 

1966 - THE YEAR THAT 
CHANGED THE WORLD  

Helping hands 8 October 1966 photographer Winston 
Coates. Eleven soldiers (C Company) were wounded 
when two separate booby traps exploded during Opera-
tion Canberra, a search and destroy operation which un-
covered a large Viet Cong base in hilly jungle terrain.  
PHOTOGRAPHS REPRODUCED COURTESY OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
WAR MEMORIAL COA/66/0877/VN  

1966 was the 
year that Australia 
sent a Task Force 
to Vietnam, the 
year the first Na-
tional Servicemen 
served in the war, 
and the year of 
the battle of Long 
Tan. Australia felt 
the heat of the 
Cold War and the 
throes of a youth revolution, in the year the first baby 
boomers came of age. Fifty years on, this exhibition tells 
the story of a year that changed the Australia and the 
world. 

Editor’s Note: This exhibition, at the Shrine of Remembrance 
Melbourne, will run from 7 April 2016 until 31 March 2017. En-
trance is free. Opening hours 10am - 5pm daily. Closed Good 
Friday and Christmas Day.  

This Exhibition will also be displaying items on loan from Viet-
nam Veterans who were deployed in Vietnam at that time.  

I have been informed that the top photograph will be used at the 
entrance of the Exhibition. The three central subjects in the 
photo will be in attendance at the Official Exhibition Opening.  

A bike ride to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the 
Battle of Long Tan was held in March. An RAR Associa-
tion group led by Arthur Willemse (6RAR) and Ted 
Chitham (9 RAR, 8/9 RAR and National RARA Secretary) 
cycled from Toowoomba to Canberra. The group included 
veterans from other battalion associations and a team of 
serving members from 8/9 RAR.  In Yass NSW they met 
up with riders from VetRide who had ridden from Sey-
mour in Victoria. VetRide is a Victorian activity dedicated 
through cycling to the welfare of all service and ex-service 
personnel of the Australian Defence Force. Each year 
they conduct a "Service and Sacrifice Tour." 

About 80 riders partici-
pated. Roger Wain-
wright and some ACT 
veterans joined the 
group in Yass for the 
last phase ride into 
Canberra. He came 
across a few 5 RAR 
members including 
Hugh Roberton (RMO 
2nd tour) who had rid-
den the full route from 
Seymour. The ride cul-
minated in a ceremony 
at the National Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial and 

a lunch at Old Parliament House.  A group from the ADFA 
cycling club participated in the Canberra activities.  The 
organisation by VetRide was very impressive and particu-
larly the professionalism, safety consciousness, logistic 
support and camaraderie that were all well to the fore. 
They even had their own barista following in a van. 

The RAR group mostly self funded their own travel and 
accommodation costs for the 1250 Km ride, so to assist 5 
RARA and some other associations provided small dona-
tions. 

The riders celebrate the end of their ride at the National Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial on Sunday 20 March. 

David Sabben (right), OC 12 Platoon 
D Company 6 RAR at Long Tan with 
fellow riders.  

REUNION SURVEY 
Could you please complete the inserted reunion 
survey and return it the Secretary 5 RARA, P O 
Box 698, CARINGBAH, NSW, 1495, by 30th April. 
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Intelligence is vitally important in all types of war, but in 
counter-insurgency operations, accurate information is 
both crucial for the counter-insurgents and hard to obtain. 
The insurgents usually have the built-in protection of be-
ing members of the local civilian community. They do not 
dress to identify their affiliations, unless they are in 
formed military units, and they can maintain themselves 
without leaving obvious evidence of their presence 
around their locality. They achieve their military effect by 
surprise, coming together for short periods to make at-
tacks on the counter-insurgent forces. They have their 
own secret intelligence systems.  More importantly, they 
achieve their political effect by operating out of sight, per-
suading, building support groups and applying pressure 
to the opposing government’s system of control. 

In Vietnam a 
further advan-
tage that the 
insurgents en-
joyed was the 
cover of jungle 
and plantations. 
They could 
move men, 
women and 
resources with-
out their ene-
mies being 
aware of what 
they were do-
ing. These ad-
vantages of the 

insurgents needed to be recognised, tackled and reduced 
if counter-insurgent operations were to have any chance 
of success. 

In Phuoc Tuy, some eighty kilometres south-east of Sai-
gon, in 1966 we faced a strong, well established enemy. 
With two main force Viet Cong regiments of three battal-
ions each (274 and 275 Regiments), plus a provincial 
mobile battalion (D 445), and local force guerrillas, we 
had to be careful. These forces could confidently attack 
an Australian company on patrol, as in the battle of Long 
Tan. Experience soon taught them to be more careful, but 
as many of our regular operations were conducted by 
smaller groups, platoons and sections, we needed to 
know where the Viet Cong were and have some idea of 
their intentions.  

We had to offset the Viet Cong intelligence advantage by 
our own careful probing to build up as complete a picture 
of their movements, activities and capabilities as we 
could. I took over from Captain Don Willcox as Intelli-
gence Officer of 5 RAR on 6 August 1966. Don, a profes-
sional Intelligence Corps officer, had been summoned to 
a position on the headquarters of the First Australian 
Task Force due to another member having become ill. 
That man’s illness was my good fortune, and I had an 
extremely interesting year in Vietnam as a result. I took 
over a system which Don had created in the first two 
months of our operations, and developed it in various 
ways as opportunities opened up. 

The most important source of intelligence for the “big pic-
ture” was the American corps-sized headquarters, II Field 
Force V (II FFV), located at Long Binh, not far from Bien 
Hoa. They were able to tell us even before we arrived in 
Vietnam in May 1966, who our principal military oppo-
nents were and what their record had been. They were 
also able to provide some information on the level of po-
litical support that the Viet Cong had built up in the vari-
ous villages and towns of Phuoc Tuy. There were two 
problems with this information. First, it tended to lag 
events: each week an impressive looking Intsum 
(Intelligence Summary), the size of a telephone directory, 
hit my in-box at Nui Dat, but it tended to be one or two 
weeks out of date by the time it came to me. Therefore it 
was often not of great use for planning future operations. 
Second, the American-supplied information and analysis 
was better at the higher Viet Cong levels than at the lower 
ones. They could discuss VC main force command issues 
and personalities, but they did not reach down very far 
into the kinds of forces we faced on most occasions, the 
provincial mobile battalion and district guerrilla compa-
nies. This pattern of strengths and deficiencies was dic-
tated in part by the American utilization of signals intelli-
gence. It was up to us, down in Phuoc Tuy, to fill in the 
gaps, and in particular to gain some insights into the po-
litical battlefield in the populated areas. 

None the less the framework provided to us by II FFV 
was extremely valuable, even if it was sometimes a little 
out of date. I was able to circumvent the problem of slow 
communications by making my own personal visits to HQ 
II FFV, assisted by the Australian liaison officer there, 
Major Bert Cassidy, formerly commander of A Company 5 
RAR. Normally a US battalion intelligence officer would 
not have been allowed inside the building, but because I 
was Australian, the Americans were curious about me, 
and in return for my appearance at their door, they would 
tell me things that I would not have come to know for a 
week or two, when the official papers reached me at Nui 
Dat. One early lesson I learned in the craft of intelligence 
is that people will tell you things if they happen to like you. 
They may not always be true but it was a caveat emptor 
situation – let the buyer beware. 

We built up our own current intelligence picture through 
our own activities: patrolling, village searches, my own 
frequent visits to villages of interest and through the sta-
tioning of small numbers of our own soldiers in villages for 
a few days at a time, on an occasional basis. One of our 
best assets in this regard was the Reconnaissance Pla-
toon, led by 2/LT Michael von Berg (then known as Mi-
chael Deak). Mike had all the right qualities for leading 
this platoon. He was bright, intellectually curious, brave – 
he won a Military Cross on Nui Thi Vai in October 1966 – 
and had a great capacity to relate warmly and good-
humouredly with others, including Vietnamese villagers. 
He was in many ways the ideal counter-insurgent, and 
much of my effectiveness was based on the information 
he continually brought me from his platoon’s activities. 

The Reconnaissance Platoon was a 5 RAR innovation, 
introduced by the Commanding Officer, LTCOL John 
Warr, as a way of finding more useful employment for our 

BUILDING AN INTELLIGENCE NETWORK IN 
PHUOC TUY, 1966-67 

The Intelligence Officer 1966-67, CAPT Bob 
O’Neill  with 5 RAR CO LTCOL John Warr. 
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Cold War derived Anti Tank Platoon. The Viet Cong did 
not have any tanks in our province, so we had a special 
small force available for special tasks, such as intelli-
gence gathering and ambushing Viet Cong patrols deep 
in the jungle. The members of the platoon were carefully 
selected and given specialised training. In addition, all of 
our platoons and companies, when they were out on pa-
trol, were carrying out intelligence gathering tasks. They 
relied on stealth and their own powers of observation to 
work effectively. 

Another very important source for us were the direct con-
versations that I and other members of the battalion were 
able to have with the local people. We had to feel our way 
into developing reliable, secure contacts with the Viet-
namese villagers. Initially we had little idea as to how 
strong was their support for, or opposition to, the Viet 
Cong. We had to take personal risks in opening up con-
tact in a friendly, non-threatening way. We had to be 
careful not to identify individuals as Viet Cong opponents 
through paying too much attention to them. This concern 
applied particularly to the village priests and anyone in 
the employ of local government agencies. They often pre-
ferred to come to visit us at Nui Dat – where we were ac-
cepting another risk, namely that they might be carrying 
out an intelligence mission for the Viet Cong. 

We offset the risks by beginning slowly and testing the 
quality and reliability of what we learned. We soon discov-
ered that many villages were divided in their loyalties: 
some people favoured the Viet Cong, others preferred a 
more liberal regime. Not many were supporters of the 
Saigon regime, which they saw as too remote, often cor-
rupt, not concerned with the big issues which affected 
every peasant farmer such as the reform of land owner-
ship, and made up of people who were poorly trained and 
prepared for their tasks.  The local Vietnamese wanted 
political leaders who were in touch with their supporters, 
not a group of generals who were more used to governing 
by orders than by consent. This division within local public 
opinion raised special problems for information gathering. 
We got nothing from the Viet Cong supporters except mis
-information. And from the others we often got what they 
thought we wanted to know – again it was information of 
little reliability and could have been dangerous to act on. 

Eventually, by trial and error, we discovered whom to lis-
ten to and whom to trust. But we kept talking with every-
one who was willing to talk in order to protect the security 
of our most valuable sources. We also took note of the 
willingness of people to talk with us, and as time went by 
we had a better understanding of where truth lay. There 
was some advantage in being Australian in this process. 
Many villagers were afraid of the Americans because they 
had heard that they drove tanks across the village rice 
fields and even destroyed houses, storages and other 
facilities. They knew we were not American because of 
our uniforms and equipment. Some initially thought that 
we were the French returning to re-establish a colonial 
regime. They were soon disabused of that thought by our 
accents! 

We were lucky in establishing good relations with many 

villages because our soldiers were open, friendly and ex-
ercised their powerful sense of humour which proved able 
to cross international barriers with ease. Most importantly 
of all, we were fortunate that our company commanders 
and our operations officer, MAJ Max Carroll, had all 
served in the Malayan Emergency, where they had suc-
cessfully applied the more nuanced approach of the Brit-
ish to a situation which, in its early years, had been dete-
riorating rapidly. They knew how a South-east Asian vil-
lage worked, what the local people’s concerns and de-
sires were, and how crucial were their slender resources 
such as rice fields. The Adjutant, CAPT Peter Isaacs, for-
merly of the British Army, was another key contributor to 
our discussions. A further key supporter of our local rela-
tions program was our medical officer, CAPT Tony White, 
who with his very small staff would put in many hours of 
consultation time, trying to help local people with their 
various illnesses and other health issues. And after 
searching a village we would try to offer some compensa-
tion for the trouble we had caused by distributing clothing, 
sometimes with bizarre results as elderly men struggled 
into bright floral dresses supplied by donors in Australia. 

For all these gaffes, minor mishaps and sometimes 
downright inconveniences that the village people suffered 
at our hands, they could tell that on the whole we meant 
them well, wanted to be friendly and, like them, hoped for 
a better life for everyone in Phuoc Tuy after we had left 
the scene. From my perspective as the battalion’s intelli-
gence officer, it was a complicated context in which to 
work because of the amount of thinking and analysis that 
was required to use all the often contradictory information 
that the villagers provided. I had to ask myself what was 
nonsense and what was solid and useful. Again it helped 
to be able to debate findings with our Malayan Emer-
gency experienced officers who could sometimes detect 

the chaff from the 
grain better than I 
could. 

Another major fac-
tor in building up 
our intelligence net-
work was the per-
sonal interest of our 
Commanding Offi-
cer, LTCOL John 
Warr. He had not 
served in Malaya, 
but had been badly 
wounded in the Ko-
rean War, which 
had given him other 
insights into modern 
warfare. He was 
highly intelligent, 
liberal in relating to 
his subordinates, 
and for me was like 
a good doctoral su-
pervisor in a univer-

(Continued on page 10) 

BUILDING AN INTELLIGENCE NETWORK IN 
PHUOC TUY, 1966-67 - Cont. 

The IO briefs LTCOL John Warr using a 
terrain map of the village of An Nhut. 
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sity graduate school. He would ask to see me on most 
days for a discussion on the Viet Cong, what they were 
doing, where they were and what their commanders 
might be intending to do over the next week or two. “Bob, 
what have you got for me?” was usually his opening 
question. I would respond with a resume of my views on 
the above topics. “Yes, you might say that but what 
about….?”, he would often reply and the serious discus-
sion would begin. My ideas and theses would be tested 
and pulled apart where they lacked strength. He would 
sometimes send me back to obtain more information on 
this or that topic, and occasionally to do a serious detailed 
analysis of a particular problem relating to our methods of 
operation and their effectiveness. Without the Colonel’s 
keen personal interest in and understanding of intelli-
gence issues in that war we would probably have suffered 
heavier casualties than we did and achieved less impact 
on the Viet Cong than we did in 1966-67. 

Reinforcing my own capacities were the members of the 
Battalion Intelligence Section – some five or six soldiers, 
led by SGT Madden, who systematically gathered, re-
corded and organised all the intelligence flowing in from 
our many sources. They kept me up to date with that ma-
terial, they produced marked-up maps showing enemy 
activity for briefing platoons and companies going out on 
patrol, and they built clear and accurate three dimen-
sional models of the terrain that battalion operations were 
going to cover in each future operation, from which I was 
able to brief the company commanders as part of the bat-
talion commander’s giving of his orders before we set out. 
When we were out on operations, and I was walking 
along close to the Colonel and the Operations Officer, my 
section back at Nui Dat would be monitoring the situation 
and keeping me up to date on any new information that 
had come in, especially from signals analysis, and then 
devising a way to get it to me securely. The Viet Cong 
listened in to our radio traffic too, so that was not always 
an appropriately secure means of passing information. 

One problem which most intelligence officers have to face 
when dealing with operational commanders is that the 
latter can often have in their minds a preferred method of 
operating, and they look for intelligence to justify the use 
of that method. I learned about this issue in depth through 
a lucky personal coincidence. Not long after 5 RAR’s arri-
val in Vietnam my first book, The German Army and the 
Nazi Party, was published in London by Cassells. Soon 
afterwards I received a letter from my production man-
ager at Cassells, Ken Parker, to say that they were also 
publishing at that time a book on the German bombing 
offensive against Britain in the First World War, The First 
Battle of Britain, by Raymond Fredette. He, Parker wrote, 
was a Major in the US Air Force, and was currently serv-
ing in Saigon in the Headquarters of the US Military As-
sistance Command, Vietnam, better known as MACV, the 
headquarters of GEN Westmoreland. I got in touch with 
Fredette and he invited me to visit him. We had a lot of 
interests in common and a friendship developed, leading 
to further visits. Of relevance to this article was what I 
learned from Ray about the functioning of the highest US 

(Continued from page 9) headquarters in Vietnam. There was a broad spectrum of 
views among the senior commanders and staff on how to 
win the war, ranging from turning South Vietnam into a 
car park by physical destruction through to a huge civic 
action program which put public education ahead of mili-
tary action. Each school of thought looked for intelligence 
information to prove that its approach was the most effec-
tive, and they suppressed information which favoured the 
advocates of other approaches. This had an effect on the 
intelligence staffs, the J2 division of MACV, who also had 
their own theories on how to win the war, and this could 
influence what they chose to pass on to their operational 
counterparts in the J3 Division. This J2/J3 rivalry did not 
end at the level of MACV, Ray told me. It existed at lower 
levels throughout the US forces in Vietnam. 

Once Ray had taken me through this analysis, I could see 
that it also had applicability even to our much smaller 
Australian forces in Vietnam. Intelligence could be used 
as a tool to justify implementation of whatever strategic 
idea a commander thought best, rather than being permit-
ted to show that different strategic concepts could be 
more successful at different times. One had to be careful 
to read the whole field of available sources, analyse and 
test what they implied, and then apply it to an array of 
operational options. 

These were useful lessons, both for the shaping of our 
operations in Vietnam and for my own understanding of 
why various notable commanders of the past had stuck to 
unsuccessful strategies in the face in intelligence avail-
able at the time which undermined the logic of the grand 
design. Fortunately at the level of 5 RAR headquarters 
we had a commander and a group of principal officers 
who could see the dangers of a predetermined strategic 
approach, and they were rigorous in their demands for full 
intelligence briefings rather than brief resumes of what I 
personally thought was important. It was, above all, that 
expert debating circle which set and maintained the stan-
dards of our intelligence gathering and analysis system 
during our year in Vietnam. 

Robert O’Neill 
Intelligence Officer 5 RAR, 1966-67 

Editors Note: This article was written by Bob O’Neill at the 
request of, and  for, the Australian War Memorial. 

BUILDING AN INTELLIGENCE NETWORK IN 
PHUOC TUY, 1966-67 - Cont. 

Members of C Company being briefed by CAPT O’Neill before an 
operation in 1967. This briefing was held in the Battalion’s Mayfair 
Theatre. 



11 SPARE A THOUGHT 

Tiger Tales is printed and distributed, for  5 
RAR Association, by The Pack Factory, 169A 
Penshurst St, BEVERLEY HILLS, NSW, 2209. 
Graeme Tooth, the principal of The Pack 
Factory, is a veteran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70 tour 
of South Vietnam. 

 

THE SENIOR SERVICE 
The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) claims to be 
(Australia’s) Senior Service, however, it is not. The Navy 
adopted the title ‘The Senior Service’ from the Royal 
Navy, but the use of this title for the RAN is incorrect.  

In England, prior to the mid-1600s, soldiers were re-
cruited into units raised for the duration of a particular war 
or campaign; there was no permanent or standing army. 
However, the Navy was a fulltime service; be it that a 
good number of the seamen were press-ganged 
(kidnapped) from pubs. The British Navy was therefore 
technically, as a permanent force, well in place before a 
full-time British army, hence the Royal Navy’s title “The 
Senior Service”.  

In Australia the Australian Army was officially proclaimed 
on 1st March 1901, two months after Federation, when 
the newly formed Australian Federal Government took 
over the responsibility of defence from the States. The 
Army, raised in 1901, consisted of the Permanent Military 
Forces (later re-
named the Austra-
lian Regular Army in 
1947), the Militia 
(later renamed the 
Citizens’ Military 
Forces (CMF) and 
then renamed as 
the Army Reserve in 
the mid-1970’s) and 
the Volunteer Forces. The first Australian regular army 
organization was raised in 1899 with the amalgamation of 
the New South Wales, Victorian and Queensland regular 
(State) Artillery Regiments as the Royal Australian Artil-
lery, nearly two years before Federation.  

The RAN was not formally established until 10th July 
1911 (the Royal Australian Air Force was raised on 31st 
March 1921). Therefore, technically speaking, the senior 
service within the Australian Defence Force is the Austra-
lian Army.  

The word ‘senior’ is described in the Oxford Dictionary as 
“older in age or standing”, in the Collins English Diction-
ary as “higher in rank or length of service” and in the Mac-
quarie Dictionary as “older” and “longer service”. The Nut-
tall Dictionary of English Synonyms and Antonyms lists 
the synonym to ‘senior’ as being “older, elder”. The Aus-
tralian Army is ‘older in age’, ‘higher in length of service’, 
has ‘longer service’ than, and is ‘elder’ to, the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy (being raised in 1901 is ‘older’ than, and 
‘senior’ to, being raised in 1911).  

Here Endith the Lesson 

From the VVAA (QLD) Newsletter 

The 1st Rising Sun Badge used in 1902. 

In each of the next 3 issues of Tiger Tales, I will include 
the names of the 25 Battalion members who were Killed-
In-Action or Died-Of-Wounds during the Battalion’s 1966-
67 Tour of Duty. 

The names below are of those who died between May 
and July 1966. 

Let us spare a few moments thought to commemorate  
the memory of these men. The men who were denied the 
opportunity to enjoy their life, as we have done for the 
past 50 years. 

4717546 PTE Errol W Noack   
24 May 1966 

215958 PTE John R Sweetnam 
9 June 1966 

15358 CPL Brendan F Coupe 
10 June 1966 

3786921 PTE Leslie J Farren 
10 June 1966 

42720 PTE Robert J Lubcke 
2 July 1966 

5713739 LCPL Marian Tomas 
8 July 1966 

LEST WE FORGET 

CPL Vince Cleary (right), and PTE Edward Allen, both of 
5 RAR, examine panjis, sharpened bamboo stakes im-
planted in jungle trails by Viet Cong. They were discov-
ered at a Viet Cong jungle rest centre during Op Hardi-
hood. CPL Cleary is carrying a Owen Machine Carbine, 5 
RAR was the last to use the OMC on active service. 



12 IN MEMORIUM 
43197 BARRY KENNETH HOSKIN 

12 November 1945 - 13 January 2016 
PTE Barry ‘Bazza’ Hoskin passed 
away peacefully in Hospital on 
Wednesday 13 January. He had been 
undergoing tests to determine why he 
had not been feeling well for a few 
months. The tests that had been 
completed were negative and an au-
topsy was conducted to determine 
the cause of death. 

Barry served with 12 Platoon, D Company from 2 May 
1966 to 3 February 1967 when he was  returned to Aus-
tralia due to a medical condition. 

A Funeral Service, for Barry, was conducted at the grave-
side in the Padthaway Cemetery, Beeamma Parsons Rd, 
Padthaway, SA, on Friday 22 January. 

DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association, the National Committee and 
the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions or inac-
curacies contained in this newsletter. Nor do they accept any li-
ability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from 
use of information contained in this newsletter. Nor do they war-
rant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are nec-
essarily the opinions held by the Association, the National Com-
mittee or the Editor. 

5713712 PETER HAROLD ROBERTS 
19 April 1945 - 13 January 2016 

PTE Peter ‘Bluey’ Roberts passed 
away on Wednesday 13 January, 
aged 70. The cancer that he had 
been suffering for the last two years, 
finally became too much for his body 
to cope with. 

‘Bluey’, a rifleman/MG, served with 6 
Platoon, B Company for the full de-

ployment of the 5th Battalion’s 1966-67 Tour of South 
Vietnam. 

Peter, his wife and daughter had been living in Thailand 
for the last 15 years. 

Bluey’s funeral service was held at the West Chapel Pin-
naroo Valley Memorial Park, Whitfords Avenue, Padbury, 
WA on Tuesday 19 January. Members of the 5 RAR As-
sociation were in attendance at the service. 

218019 MERVYN DOUGLAS McCLELLAND 
26 April 1946 - 8 February 2016 

On Monday 8 February PTE Mervyn 
‘Doug’ McClelland, aged 69, passed 
away in hospital. Doug underwent 
surgery for prostate cancer in late 
January which he appeared to be 
recuperating from.  

In early February he was returned to 
hospital, after suffering a massive 

stroke. Doug did not recover from this. 

During the Battalion’s second deployment to South Viet-
nam, Doug served with Administration Company, from 3 
February until 8 October 1969 when he was medically 
returned to Australia. 

A funeral Service was held for Doug on Saturday 13 Feb-
ruary, at Olsen’s Funeral Chapel, 691 Old Prices High-
way, Sutherland, NSW. 

1200309 STEPHEN GEOFFREY HEMMING 
3 August 1946 - 2 January 2016 

CPL Stephen ‘Doc’ Hemming lost his 
final battle, passing away on Saturday 
2 January this year. He had been 
sustaining his fight against cancer for 
quite some time. 

Doc, a member of the Royal Austra-
lian Army Medical Corps, was posted 
to the Battalion for the 1969-70 Tour 
of South Vietnam. He served with 
Admin Company and B Company during his deployment. 

His career in the Australian Defence Force spanned, ap-
proximately, 25 years. 

It was Stephen’s wish to have a private cremation when 
he passed on. His family commemorated his passing in 
their own personal way. 

EDWARD HODGE – CORRECTION  
We have been informed that we mistakenly reported 
(December Tiger Tales) that 8501186 Edward Hodge, 7 
Nov 1986 - 2 Aug 2015, had taken his own life. 

We rely on the primary source for accuracy and detail in 
reporting the loss of a fellow veteran and we endeavour 
to confirm those details through a secondary source 
if possible and, unfortunately, we weren't able to in Ed-
ward's case. 

We extend to his family and friends, our most sincere 
apologies for any distress the article may have caused. 

The 'Diggers' from 5RAR enjoying a welcomed break, 
watching a concert given by Australian entertainers. 

The entertainers gave unselfishly of their time to entertain 
the troops, and to make their 12 month tour feel a little 
shorter. Can anyone recognise faces? 

CONCERT 1969 
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When I enlisted in 1967, I met up with a bloke who came 
from the land, his name was Robin Feldman. My army 
number ended in 32, then there was 'Tubby' Fay. His 
number ended in 33 (he went to 9 RAR) and Robin 
Feldman 34.  
Robin and I became mates early. He was thin and wiry 
and liked a to have a 'Tally Ho' (roll your own cigarette) 
hanging from his mouth. Because of his thin, wiry frame I 
nicknamed him ‘Stick’. We went to Kapooka and from that 
time on he and I became more than mates ... we were 
cobbers. We were allocated Infantry and sent to Ingleburn 
for Infantry Corps Training.  We were in the same tent 
which was good because that meant we didn't have to 
clean windows and polish floors like those who got the 
huts.  
Upon completion of 
training most were 
posted to 5 RAR and 
of those, most were 
given A Company, 
including Stick. I was 
given Tracker Pla-
toon; but I so much 
wanted to be with A 
Company as we had 
been together since 
enlisting. From then 
on we did about 10 
months of training, 
then on to South Viet-
nam.  and I kept in 
touch on operations 
by letter writing. In 
August '69 many sol-
diers from 3 Platoon and Assault Pioneers became casu-
alties. I myself on that day was with trackers at a Fire 
Support Base and could see a massive amount of air 
support going in. I never read much about this heavy con-
tact but I always thought what outstanding job our Dig-
gers did.  Stick recovered from his wound, I remember 
him telling me of the dozens of RPG-7s fired amongst 
them, of the explosions when they hit solid trees and how 
they struggled for cover.  Once recovered, Stick contin-
ued on operations and was once again wounded engag-
ing bunkers. He told me at the time when he was hit that 
he laid his rifle down saying he didn't want to fight any-
more. Who could blame him as 3 Platoon had done 
plenty of hard yakka. 
Once again he recovered and went out on operations 
again, his little moment of not fighting was over and he 
was back on the job again.  

During the tour, we by chance, made contact with two 
pen pals who were the best of mates as well.  I arranged 
to meet up with girls upon RTA (Return To Australia). 
With our tour complete it was back on the HMAS Sydney 
to Sydney, where we marched through the city for a great 
welcome. From there we flew back to Brisbane where we 
shook hands knowing that we were going to meet up with 
our pen pals in Melbourne. I turned up to meet my pen 

pal but  Stick never did. I couldn't make contact, but let 
me tell you his pen pal was a good sort. The pen pal and I 
got on well but I had to return to Brisbane as I had been 
posted to 9RAR. The university students at the time were 
creating a ruckus so my Company was put on guard duty 
at Victoria Barracks. On one of those nights I had call in 
the guard room from Peter Macdonald (ex tracker pla-
toon) telling me Stick had been killed in a car accident. All 
he knew was that the car had hit a bridge. That's how it 
was for the next 45 years, I never heard anymore. All 
through those years I've always kept a framed photo-
graph of Stick and always carried a photo of him in my 
car wallet. When I change cars his photo always goes 
into the new vehicle. This year my daughter Sara decided 
to find out more info on the internet and by chance she 
came upon a message from a bloke by the name of Ken 
Williams, he had written about the car accident. So Sara 
left a message saying how I never had info about the inci-
dent and how I always carried a photo of him. That 
seemed to be the end of it until last Sunday night at 
1700hrs, the phone rings, I wasn't going to answer as the 
footy final wasn't long on starting. I'm glad I did, as the 
bloke on the other started telling me about the accident. 
After about a minute I had to ask him to stop and tell me 
who he was. He said he was Ken Williams and that he 
had read the message Sara had left.  
After 45 years I finally found out the story and had a 
sense of closure. Ken's close friend was also in the car 
and survived, the other bloke did also but they had terri-
ble injuries. As for Stick, he died at the scene. They had 
hit a bridge crossing a water canal near Griffith NSW. Ken 
knew his mate died in early 2000 and wondered what 
happened to his service medals as he had no family 
whatsoever. So he put out the info on the internet ... did 
anyone know what happened to the medals? Some 
months passed and he got a reply from a bloke saying he 
found them for sale and had bought them. As luck would 
have it, he lived in Melbourne only a couple suburbs from 
Ken. They agreed to meet and because of the meeting 
the medals were handed to Ken for his custody. Ken still 
wasn't finished, he then applied to Australian Honours 
and Awards for any other medals that his mate was enti-
tled to. This took its time but he was given three more 
medals to keep in his custody. I congratulated him on his 
effort and sense of duty. Ken has sent me news cuttings 
of the accident but I wanted to know one thing, where 
was he buried? Ken couldn't tell me and I'm now on the 
search to find where Stick's final resting place. I hope one 
day to get the answer and when I do, I want to pay a visit 
and tell him that even after 45 years he was the best cob-
ber I ever had. 

Next month I take possession of a new Ute and once 
again the photo of Stick will be placed in the glovebox. 
That's the end. He wasn't known by that nickname in A 
Company but Lofty. My pen pal still keeps in contact, she 
married a bloke who started a company called Kambrook 
he named it after Kambrook road in Melbourne and went 
from a backyard workshop to a multinational company.  

Dennis 'Digger' Nevins 
7 Pl C Coy 2nd Tour 

MATESHIP 

CPL Robin ‘Stick’ Feldman 
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NOTICES 

Quote: "For dash and gallantry the bloodthirsty Scots, 
Australians and Canadians led the way, with the impetu-
ous Irish close behind. The Australian to my mind were 
the most aggressive, and managed to keep their form in 
spite of their questionable discipline. Out of the line they 
were undoubtedly difficult to handle, but once in it they 
loved a fight. They were a curious mixture of toughness 
and sentimentality...” 

"Lieutenant-General Adrian Carton de Wiart” 

MARINKO ‘TICH’ TOMAS   
MEMORIAL REDEDICATION 

A memorial service will be held in 
Nannup WA on 8th July 2016 

This service is to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the death of 
LCPL Marian ‘Tich’ Tomas KIA Viet-
nam 8th July 1966. It will also rededi-
cate the memorial statue after a re-
furbishment and new plaque. 

The Nannup RSL, with the help of 
the 5 RAR Association WA, is organising this occa-
sion and all veterans and family and friends are cordially 
invited to attend. 

The service will commence at 11.00am with the main 
speakers being Graham Edwards AM (President RSL 
WA), Roger Wainwright, 5 RARA President and Bob 
’Dogs’ Kearney, Tich’s section commander. This will be 
followed by a get together with lunch and refreshments. 

There is plenty of accommodation in Nannup but it is up 
to the individual to book their own, the earlier you can 
book the better chance of getting what you want. 

I would think most 5 RAR members will be booking for 
two nights the 7th and 8th July. We can organise some-
thing for the night of 7th, maybe a meal and get together 
at the pub or the RSL. 

So far we have had a lot of interest shown from the east-
ern states and naturally there will be a lot of members 
from WA attending, however if you are attending could 
you let us know as early as possible. 

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 

All enquiries regarding membership, or changes and 
amendments to your contact details should be for-
warded to:  

Membership Officer, 5 RAR Association,  
82/117 Palm Meadows Drive, CARRARA, QLD, 4211.   

07 5594 4780 or garyt.5rar@gmail.com 

2 PLATOON 1969-70 REUNION 

2 Pl 1969-70 are holding a Reunion in Forster, NSW, on 
the 28th, 29th and 30th October 2016. 

Van sites and Cabins are available at the North Coast 
Holiday Village, Forster Beach (tell them you are a Tiger 
2 person). 

There have been some activities arranged with a couple 
more in negotiations. 

For more detailed information and procedures contact: 
Doug Holmes dougholmes1@virginbroadband.com.au or 
0400 903 274.  

B COY 1969-70 REUNION 

B Coy 1969-70 are holding a Reunion in Yarrawonga, 
Vic, on the ANZAC Day weekend from Friday 22nd to 
Wednesday 27th April 2016. 

For any further details please contact: Pauline 
Frauenfelder 0428 842-282 or paulineray@bigpond.com 

STH EAST QLD-NTH NSW LUNCH 

Any members in the SE QLD-NTH NSW area who would 
be interested in attending a Christmas Lunch  should con-
tact Gary Townsend garyt.5rar@gmail.com or 07 5594 
4780. 

This will be our fourth year, with between 60 and 70 
members and partners attending previously. The lunch 
will be held at the Currumbin RSL in late November or 
early December.  

1 PLATOON and A COMPANY CHQ REUNION  

30th Sep-2nd Oct 2016, at Crows Nest, QLD. The Reunion 
is for members of both tours, 1966-67 and 1969-70.  
Wives and Partners are most welcome.  

Contact - Neville Thompson for further details: Ph. 0428 
855 627 kerryandneville45@bigpond.com or Peter Wells 
- petergaylewells@bigpond.com      

INPUT NEEDED 
I need your help! In 2007 Tiger Tales was in need of an 
editor, I stepped forward even though I knew the old ad-
age, ‘Never Volunteer’. 

Since assuming this role I have thoroughly enjoyed put-
ting Tiger Tales together every 4 months, and hopefully 
you have enjoyed reading it. 

Tiger Tales is not a normal publication, there is no paid 
journalistic staff involved in its production, just two  mem-
bers who assist me with proof reading and suggestions. 

All ex-Tigers are our journalists, whether it was from the 
1965-73, 5/7 RAR or post 2006 5 RAR. It is you who 
have the memories that are needed to keep Tiger Tales 
interesting  and enjoyable to all of us. It is the things that 
you remember about your service, the highs, the lows, 
the comedy and the sadness, that will keep this newslet-
ter interesting and in production. Stories like the one on 
page 13 from Dennis ‘Digger’ Nevins that has now been 
published after so long, and the one from Mic Doyle on 
page 15, from the Middle East Region. 

So please, help me to keep Tiger Tales continuing for 
many years to come and contact me if you think that you 
have something to contribute, however small you may 
think it is. 

Gary Townsend 
Tiger Tales Editor 
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THE TIGER FAMILY 
The photo below shows that members of the ADF who 
have previously served with 5 RAR do not forget their 
time in the Tiger Battalion. 5 RAR is also in the minds of 
sons and daughters of ex-5 RAR members. 

It shows L-R; Kon Illiadus, Mic Doyle and Nick McCrae, 
who have been posted out of 5 RAR and also Rob Mar-
aldo, a RAN member whose father, a Vietnam era Tiger 
from 12 Platoon D Company 1966-67.   

Due to some sensitivities (locations, roles and threat re-
lated sensitivities), it is probably better if it is just said, 
“taken recently in the Middle East Region”, as all are on 
assorted tasks and duties. 

Mic Doyle 

Part of the Tiger Family in the Middle East. 

This photo was taken at the Darwin 50th anniversary com-
memoration in November 2015. 

The good-looking chap on the right is a current 5 RAR 
platoon commander, Lt Joseph Morton and myself on the 
left.  

Joseph happens to be the grandson of another 5 RAR 
1966-67 Tourist, Antony ‘Ayb’ Brown, our indispensable 
hygiene staff sergeant. 

Furthermore Joseph’s mother, Dominique, is named after 
our regimental march. 

Tony ‘Doc’ White 
RMO 1966-67 

THE WHEEL TURNS 

BROTHERS IN ARMS 

In life there are acquaintances, friends and brothers in 
arms and this band of brothers, all patrol commanders in 
my Recce Platoon in Vietnam. They came together from 
all parts of Australia for Bob "Dogs" Kearney's 70th birth-
day lunch at the Hackney Hotel on Saturday 27 February.  

The photo shows the Brothers from left Tonto Inglis, Blue 
Mulby ex RSM SASR, Dogs Kearney, now historian and 
author, Suave Bill Harvey ex PJI, Parachute Training 
School and moi overdressed in the tie. 

At the luncheon, I was honoured to be asked to say a few 
words about Bob, who is a remarkable individual. It also 
gave me an opportunity to say something about this band 
of brothers who have known each other for more than 53 
years. These men, along with the rest of the platoon 
share an unshakeable bond forged in the jungles of Viet-
nam so long ago. Having this crew covering my arse in 
more ways than one was a godsend and a real privilege. 

Mick von Berg 
Recce Platoon 1966-67 

ANZAC DAY 25th APRIL 2016 
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Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above, 
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to gp@rbimports.com.au please include your Surname and Initials as the reference.  

Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5 RAR Association.  Bank: CBA.  BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756  

Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc: 

Membership      1 March 2014 - 28 February 2017           $50.00 

Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Cost 

Vietnam Task M  $   30      

The Year of the Tigers    (Ed 3) L  $   65      

Honour Roll  M  $   35      

5 Bn History DVD S  $   30      

Caps L  $   20      

Ties S  $   30      

Lapel Badges 20x13mm S  $    6      

TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm S  $   20      

5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm M  $   50      

Car Stickers       

T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round S  $    5      

T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch S  $    5      

5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons S  $    5      

T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN S  $    3      

Membership Dues (3 Year Period)   $   50      

   Grand Total: $ 

The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item. 

Joining/Renewing Membership  

Change of Details  

Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 

Patron: BRIG Colin Khan DSO AM (Ret'd) Ph: 02 6257 7249 Mob: 0414 713 720 

President  Vice President  Secretary/Memorabilia Officer Treasurer 

COL. Roger Wainwright  BRIG. Ron Boxall Mr. Geoff Pearson LTCOL. Bill Titley 

Ph:  02 6295 6204 Ph:  07 3630 5453 Ph:  02 9524 3177  Ph:  07 4128 4097 

Mob:  0409 588 935 Mob:  0427 703 406 Mob:  0417 223 001  Mob:  0408 085 337 

roger.w@netspeed.com.au rojobox@bigpond.com gp@rbimports.com.au titleys@me.com 

TT's Editor/Membership Officer Webmaster  Committee Member Committee Member 

Gary Townsend Ted Harrison Brian Budden MAJ. Bryan Schafer 

Ph:  07 5594 4780 Ph:  03 9762 4283 Ph:  02 9525 0355 (W) Ph:  02 9605 5841 

Mob:  0412 767 975 Mob:  0403 907 775 Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob:  0412 432 464 

garyt.5rar@gmail.com webmaster@5rar.asn.au krikse2@hotmail.com blues5@iprimus.com.au 

Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member 

MAJ. Chris Stuart Geoffrey Luck  Barry Ruttle MAJ. John Miller  CVO, AM, MBE 

Ph: 02 8335 5329 Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph: 02 9601 2762  Ph:  02 9938 6312 

Mob: 0408 493 514 Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob: 0417 488 598  Mob:  0419 252 130 

christoper.stuart1@defence.gov.au geoff.luck@bigpond.com  bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au  jande.miller@bigpond.com 

Submissions for Tiger Tales to 82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, DVE, CARRARA, QLD, 4211 

ACT Representative NSW Representative QLD Representative SA/NT Representative 

Bernie Pye Barry Ruttle Paul Foley Mo Hancock OAM 

Ph:  02 6242 4210 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph: 073352 6594 Ph:  08 8556 2732 

Mob:  0424 701 784 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob:  0437 558 684 Mob: 0414 566 212 

bernie.pye@bigpond.com bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au pr.f@bigpond.com moswhan@bigpond.net.au 

 TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 

  Terry Roe Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 

  Ph:  03 6239 9067 Ph:  03  9744 5035 Ph: 08 9304 1333 

  Mob:  0400 140 870 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 

  troey1@bigpond.com doug.bishop@internode.on.net  alanmarian1@bigpond.com 

Remit this form and payment due to: 

The Secretary 
5 RAR Association 
P O Box 698 
CARINGBAH NSW 1495  


