
1 

5 RAR Association Website               www.5rar.asn.au              Webmaster:  Edmund ‘Ted’ Harrison      

Issue 30                April 2012 Newsletter of 5th Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment Association                  We are all Tigers together 
COPYRIGHT: No part of this publication may be produced without the written permission of the Editorial Committee. 

ANZAC DAY 
EARLY COMMEMORATIONS 

The 25th of April was officially named ANZAC Day in 
1916. It was marked by a wide variety of ceremonies and 
services in Australia, a march through London, and a 
sports day in the Australian camp in Egypt. In London 
over 2,000 Australian and New Zealand troops marched 
through the streets. A London newspaper headline 
dubbed them ‘the knights of Gallipoli’. Marches were held 
all over Australia; in the Sydney march, convoys of cars 
carried wounded soldiers from Gallipoli attended by 
nurses. For the remaining years of the war, ANZAC Day 
was used as an occasion for patriotic rallies and recruiting 
campaigns, and parades of serving members of the AIF 
were held in most cities.  
During the 1920’s ANZAC Day became established as a 
national day of commemoration for the 60,000 Australians 
who had died during the war. In 1927, for the first time 
every state observed some form of public holiday on AN-
ZAC Day. By the mid-1930s, all the rituals we now asso-
ciate with the day – dawn vigils, marches, memorial ser-
vices, reunions, two-up games – were firmly established 
as part of ANZAC Day culture. 
With the coming of the Second World 
War, ANZAC Day also served to com-
memorate the lives of Australians who 
died in that war. In subsequent years 
the meaning of the day has been fur-
ther broadened to include Australians 
killed in all the military operations in 
which Australia has been involved. 
ANZAC Day was first commemorated 
at the Australian War Memorial in 
1942. There were government orders 
prohibiting large public gatherings in 
case of a Japanese air attack, so it 
was a small occasion, with neither a 
march nor a memorial service. Since 
then, ANZAC Day has been com-
memorated at the Memorial every 
year. 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TODAY?  
Australians recognise 25 April as an occasion of national 
remembrance, which takes two forms. Commemorative 
services are held at dawn – the time of the original land-
ing – across the nation. Later in the day, ex-servicemen 
and women meet to take part in marches through the ma-
jor cities and in many smaller centres. Commemorative 
ceremonies are more formal and are held at war memo-
rials around the country. In these ways, ANZAC Day is a 
time when Australians reflect on the many different mean-
ings of war. 

THE DAWN SERVICE  
The Dawn Service observed on ANZAC Day has its ori-

gins in a military routine which is still followed by the Aus-
tralian Army today. During battle, the half-light of dawn 
was one of the most favoured times for an attack. Sol-
diers in defensive positions were woken in the dark be-
fore dawn, so by the time first light crept across the battle-
field they were awake, alert, and manning their weapons; 
this is still known as the ‘stand-to’. As dusk is equally fa-
vourable for attacks, the stand-to was repeated at sunset. 
After the First World War, returned soldiers sought the 
comradeship they had felt in those quiet, peaceful mo-
ments before dawn. A dawn vigil, recalling the wartime 
front line practice of the dawn ‘stand-to’, became the ba-
sis of a form of commemoration in several places after 
the war. There are claims that a dawn requiem mass was 
held at Albany on 25 April 1918, and a wreath laying and 
commemoration took place at dawn in Toowoomba the 
following year. In 1927 a group of returned men, returning 
from an ANZAC function held the night before, came 
upon an elderly woman laying flowers at the as yet unfin-
ished Sydney Cenotaph. Joining her in this private re-
membrance, the men later resolved to institute a dawn 
service the following year. Thus in 1928 150 people gath-
ered at the Cenotaph to for a wreath laying and two min-

utes silence. This is generally re-
garded as the beginning of organised 
dawn services. Over the years the 
ceremonies have developed into their 
modern form and also seen an in-
creased association with the dawn 
landings on 25 April 1915. 
Today dawn services include the 
presence of a chaplain, but not the 
presence of dignitaries such as the 
governor general. They were origi-
nally very simple and followed the 
military routine. In many cases, atten-
dance at the dawn service was re-
stricted to veterans, while the daytime 
ceremony was for families and other 
well-wishers. Before dawn, the gath-
ered veterans would be ordered to 

‘stand to’ and two minutes silence would follow. At the 
end of this time a lone bugler would play the Last Post 
and then conclude the service with Reveille, the bugler’s 
call to wake up.  
In more recent times families and young people have 
been encouraged to take part in dawn services, and ser-
vices in Australian capital cities have seen some of the 
largest turnouts ever. Reflecting this change, those ser-
vices have become more elaborate, incorporating hymns, 
readings, pipers, and rifle volleys. Other services, though, 
have retained the simple format of the dawn stand-to, 
familiar to so many soldiers.  

Courtesy AWM 
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In March 2011, the Prime Minister and 
the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs 
launched the Australian Government’s 
commitment of $3.3 million towards a 
world-first Vietnam Veterans’ Educa-
tion Centre (VVEC) in Washington, 
DC, honouring Vietnam veterans.  Re-
cently, the Government invited senior 
tiger, Professor Robert O’Neill AO, to 
Chair a panel which is overseeing the 
development of a special exhibition of 
Australia’s role in the Vietnam War. 
The VVEC will be a centre for both 
education and commemoration. It is 
not a traditional museum but will use 
multimedia technology and exhibits to 
tell the story of the Vietnam War. The 
VVEC will also be accessible via the internet. The purpose of Australia’s funding contribution is to ensure that when 
Americans remember and learn of the Vietnam War, they will also remember and learn of the significant contribution that 

Australian servicemen and women made there. One of the key 
elements in making the Australian exhibition interesting to the 
visitor will be to relate our own approach to counter insurgency, 
as well as good working relationship with the US armed services 
in Vietnam.  
Funding includes provision for a “Wall of Faces” with a photo-
graphic image display of the 520 Australian War Dead alongside 
their US comrades. There will also be interpretive material for 
permanent display and development of displays for special occa-
sions such as Anzac Day, Long Tan Day and other commemora-
tions. 
Established in 1979, the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Fund 
(VVMF) is dedicated to preserving the legacy of the Vietnam Vet-
erans’ Memorial in Washington, DC, promoting healing and edu-
cating about the impact of the Vietnam War. Authorised by Con-
gress, its most recent initiative is building the VVEC. It will com-

prise a two story underground building adjacent to the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial - ‘The Wall.’ 
In time the ‘Center’ will become a place of quiet pilgrimage for our veterans and their families, and for any Australian 
who wants to pay their respects. 
Now that US funding plans and building plans are well 
advanced, detailed Australian planning for the VVEC was 
commenced in 2012.  DVA will consult widely with the 
Vietnam veterans’ community, principally through Ex-
Service Organisations, the Prime Minister’s Advisory 
Council, the Ex-Service Round Table and the VetAffairs 
newspaper. 
The Office of Australian War Graves who are compiling 
data, will be contacting veterans' associations and or-
ganisation once the steering committee for the VVEC 
have confirmed topics and how they are to be presented.  
Members who are interested in discovering more about 
the VVEC are encouraged to visit the VVEC home page 
at www.buildthecenter.org/ as well as the OAWG web-
page at www.dva.gov.au/commems_oawg/OAWG/news/
Pages/index.aspx#VVEC  

An artist’s impression of the entrance to the Vietnam Veterans’ Education Center 

An area of the proposed Australian Section 

 

DISCLAIMER: The 5 RAR Association and the Editor take no responsibility for any errors, omissions or inaccuracies contained in this 
newsletter. Nor do they accept any liability for any loss or damage suffered directly or indirectly from use of information contained in this 
newsletter. Nor do they warrant that articles or opinions published in this newsletter are necessarily the opinions held by the Association 
or the Editor. 

‘The years pass by and 
our older veteran num-
bers dwindle, our spirit 
need not; in fact the fires 
burn stronger than ever. 
We recall the selfless-
ness, the real mateship, 
the compassion, the 
courage and the sacrifice 
that must be portrayed 
and carries onto the next 
generation.’ 

Terry Meehan 
RSL QLD Chairman 
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DISPOSAL OF MILITARY UNIFORMS 
There is federal legislation about the wearing of military 
uniforms and penalties for people caught illegally wearing 
them. Although this law has been eased somewhat over 
recent years to cover things like TV programmes, in gen-
eral unless a Discharge Certificate specifically states that 
a retiring member is authorised to wear uniform on appro-
priate occasions, even retired soldiers officially should not 
be dressing up. For instance most, if not all commis-
sioned officers, have permission to wear appropriate uni-
forms when invited to certain military functions. Most don't 
want to and would wear a suit, but as an example, a re-
tired General would wear his uniform for a military pa-
rade, possibly for another General's funeral or a mess 
function to which he was invited. He really shouldn't wear 
it to a school cadet’s parade. 
Therefore if any member can suggest a legal method of 
disposing of those cupboard cluttering  defunct military 
uniforms gathering dust and using space in wardrobes, 
cupboards or boxes please confide your secret with the 
Membership Officer who's contact details appear on the 
last page of ‘Tiger Tales’ 

Ron Hamlyn 

CO 5 RAR (MECH) MESSAGE 

Welcome to the first edition of Tiger Tales for 2012.  I in-
tend to cover key activities that occurred towards the end 
of 2011 that were not covered in the last edition as well as 
outlining key activities for 2012. 
The Battalion Other Ranks Dining-In Night was conducted 
on 30 November 2011 at the completion of the Brady Tay-
lor Memorial rugby game.  The ORs managed to crush 
the SNCOs/Officers (again) in a demonstration of supe-
rior teamwork and running rugby.  The Dining-In night had 
over 500 soldiers assembled in the Northern Mess being 
served by the hierarchy of the Battalion.  Our men and 
women enjoyed themselves before retiring to the Battal-
ion’s soldiers club to continue the celebrations.  That eve-
ning I had the privilege of promoting CPL Don Vogelsang 
to the rank of SGT.  After 33 years of service, 28 of which 
have been spent in 5/7 RAR (Mech) and 5 RAR (Mech), it 
was a fitting tribute to Don’s dedication to service. 

During the same week the Battalion competed in the Bri-
gade Sports Week.  The results achieved by our teams 
were simply outstanding.  The Battalion won the week 
overall and finished first in rugby league, soccer, touch 
football and waterpolo.  The Battalion finished second in 
the teams triathlon and mixed netball.  
The Battalion departed on leave after a very busy year of 
operations, courses and training to prepare us for 
2012.  Sadly, on the 31st of December 2011 Private Sam 
Osborne was tragically killed in a motor vehicle acci-
dent.  The Battalion provided ceremonial support to 
Sam’s funeral.  Sam was a highly regarded member of 
the Battalion who had deployed to Afghanistan as part of 
MTF-2.  We paused to celebrate Sam’s life during a Bat-
talion memorial service held on the 25th of January 2012. 
2012 sees the Tiger Battalion enter a period of high train-
ing tempo.  D Coy deployed to Malaysia to conduct Rifle 
Company Butterworth and will return on the 1st of May.  B 
and C Coy will each rotate through the Jungle Training 
Wing at Tully prior to the end of March.  Concurrently the 
Battalion is busy preparing its current fleet of 71 ar-

moured fighting vehicles for deployment to Shoalwater 
Bay Training Area (SWBTA).   
The Battalion will deploy to SWBTA after Easter and will 
return for rest and refit at the end of May. We will rede-
ploy to SWBTA in the second week of June and return 
towards the end of July.  All soldiers have been briefed in 
detail of their training commitments and have access to 
the training program.  The training we will conduct at 
SWBTA will reinvigorate the Battalion’s mechanised capa-
bility and our capacity to work in a mid-intensity conflict 
setting as part of a combined arms team.  
The Battalion will continue to refine and develop our skills 
in the second half of 2012 in preparation to assume On-
Line Battle Group (OBG) responsibilities from the 1st of 
November 2012.   
This is the first time the On-line Battle Group (OBG - for-
merly known as Ready Battalion Group) responsibility has 
been assigned to a Battalion outside of the Townsville 
based 3rd Brigade.  The OBG is responsible for providing 
deployment options to Government for contingencies that 
arise with little or no warning.  As a result we must be 
able to respond at very short notice to a crisis situation 
anywhere in the world.  More information will be made 
available on our OBG commitment as the year pro-
gresses. 
I wish families who are new or returning to the Battalion a 
happy and prosperous 2012.  Once again I ask that you 
continue to support the Battalion family with your contin-
ued patience and resilience.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact the Battalion for information or support.  
‘Duty First, Niner Out’ 

LTCOL Andrew Forbes 
Darwin 

LTCOL Andrew Forbes serving the OR’s at the Dining-In night. 
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WA 

AROUND THE STATES 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON DECEMBER 2011 
The 5 RAR Christmas luncheon was held at 43 Below 
Bar/Café. Again we had an excellent turnout with 53 
Members and partners attending. Not as many as previ-
ous years but illness and operations taking their toll on 
members. This year we had Peter Manucci from 103 field 
battery who served with 5 RAR first tour, also Major Matt 
Shea ex 5 and 5/7 RAR who could only be there for a 
couple of hours as he is still working. 
Terry Bates did a great job auctioning items, including the 
Ribbons bar-mats (see photo below), that members had 
donated. Also a big thank you to Audrey Briggs for her 
fantastic job with all raffle prizes she donated including 
homemade shortbread biscuits and baskets full of good-
ies. 
The meal again put on by Sandra Gastev was excellent 
and enjoyed by all, with more than enough food for us all. 
The raffles for the day raised $1098, very generous mem-
bers here. 
Overall it was a great success, with everyone mixing with 
other tables. The noise was ear splitting at times but 
plenty of laughter. 
Thank you to all members who donated gifts. 

BATTALION’S 47th BIRTHDAY 
We had an excellent attendance this year with over 42 
people attending. Members from the country including 
Mandurah and Collie made the journey to the Big Smoke 
and great to see all the city members too. 
Bruce Prior was unable to attend due to him having a 
third Operation on his knee as previous replacements did 
not work. Ken Benson is slowly recovering from his back 
operation. 
The 43 Below Bar/Café catered for our lunch with 
quiches, pies, filled rolls and fish and chips which were 
excellent and paid for by 5 RAR Assoc WA. 
Peter Manucci brought along some members of 103 Bty 
who Supported 5 RAR in Vietnam. I gave them member-

ANZAC DAY MARCH – MELBOURNE 2012  
There will be significant changes to this year’s Anzac Day 
March.  Till now the Royal Australian Regiment has 
formed up in Collins Street, just up the hill from the Mel-
bourne Town Hall at about 1130 hrs, ready to step off just 
after 1200 hrs.  That will not be the case this year. 
This year the Royal Australian Regiment units are 
scheduled to form up at 1030 hrs in Flinders Street, 
between Swanston Street and Elizabeth Street, out-
side the Flinders Street Station.  Old habits die hard 
and I’m afraid that unless the word is sufficiently spread 

Warren Gosney and Bill Hunt at the Christmas Luncheon. 

WA - Cont. 

ship forms to join our association. At the end of the day 
Peter Donated $50 to us, thanks Peter. 
Our Birthday cake, which was decorated and donated by 
Audrey Briggs once again, was cut by Ken Benson who 
stated he was our oldest member (so we all agreed with 
him). 
The Bar area where we held the function is getting too 
small so we may have to go to the Dining Room for our 
next Birthday. 
We all had a great day as usual, and the Staff said they 
all enjoyed our rather noisy singing of ‘Happy Birthday 5 
RAR’. 

ANZAC DAY  
I have been on to the RSL and at this stage the march is 
going to be in the reverse direction to what it has been on 
previous ANZAC Days. Because of this I’m not sure of 
where the forming up positions will be, I will not know until 
late this month or early April with any certainty.  All I can 
say is that we will be lining up behind our banner, 
read the newspaper, and I will email out timings and 
street name as soon as I can confirm. 
Members and partners are invited back to 43 Below Bar 
for drinks and lunch as usual. 

Alan McNulty 

L-R: Greg Negus, Patrick Meckenstock, Bob Armitage, Ken Benson 
and Don Couston at the Battalion Birthday celebration. 
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NEW STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
NSW now has a new State 
Representative, Barry ‘Barney’ 
Ruttle, has stepped in to the 
position. Barney’s contact de-
tails are on the last page of this 
issue if you need him. 
Barney served in the CMF for 3 
years and then the  Regular 
Army for 29  years. He started 
with 2 RAR and then moved to 
5 RAR  from 1966-69 including 
the two tours of Vietnam. On 

the 1966-67 tour as a Cpl 12 Pl D Company and a  
Sgt  MFC  attached to A Company on the 1969-70 Tour. 
Barney continued his military career until 1993 and retired 
with the rank of Major.  

(Continued on page 6) 

NSW 

ACT 

Our last Christmas lunch in the ACT was held at the 
Ainslie Football Club.  We had around the same number 
as last year except we had a few new faces. Our new 
comers were John Garner from Trackers 2nd tour and his 
wife Noelene, and Susanne, wife of Tim Donnelly and 
daughter of our Patron, Colin Khan.  Unfortunately Gen-
ghis couldn’t make it as he wasn’t feeling well that day.  
It was great to see Norm and Lois Goldspink, Bill and Bev 
O’Mara, Barry Morgan and Bernie Harpley once again. 
Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves and we were all 
entertained by Bernie’s snake stories. Thanks also to 
Roger Wainwright for coming along and giving us some 
information about a 1st tour digger named Ray Orchard, 
who was Section Commander of 7 Pl, C Coy. Ray has 
just moved from Queensland into a retirement village at 
the Bupa Aranda Age Care Facility at 1 Bindel St., 
Aranda ACT.  If you are in the area drop in and have a 
chat with him as he would really appreciate it. 

We all had such a good time that it was suggested we 
have a mid-year luncheon to coincide with the anniver-
sary of the battle of Binh Ba which is between the 6-8 of 
June.  I will keep you posted. 

ANZAC Day 
The ANZAC Dawn Service will be held at the Australian 
War Memorial at 0530 hrs. 
The Anzac Day March details are as follows: The RAR 
Association forms up on the left side of Anzac Parade 

Back Row: Bernie and Gail Pye. Middle Row: Bernie Harpley, Roger 
Wainwright, Tim Donnelly, Barry Morgan, Susanne Donnelly, Bill 
O’Mara. Front Row: Norm and Lois Goldspink, Noelene and John 
Garner, Bev O’Mara. 

VIC - Cont. 

there will be a good many Veterans missing out on this 
year’s march, having gone to the wrong place an hour or 
so late.  Please pass this information on to anyone you 
know who might be affected by these changes. 
After the March it has been a tradition for participants to 
gather at the Duke of Kent Hotel in La Trobe Street, be-
tween Elizabeth and Queen Streets, opposite the Offices 
of the Department of Veteran’s Affairs. 

Doug Bishop 

Barry ‘Barney’ Ruttle 

ACT - Cont. 

between the Korean and Vietnam Memorials on ANZAC 
Parade, from 0945 to 1015 hrs.  Keep an eye out for the 
RAR Association banner.  Be early and take the time to 
chat with visitors and mates. 
The March will begin at 1030 hrs and conclude around 
1145 hrs. 
This year, the RAR Association marshaling point on 25 
April will be Position 29.   Members and associates 
should plan to congregate on ANZAC Parade, south of 
Blamey Crescent, but north of the Vietnam Memorial, no 
later than 1000 hrs.   Please look out for the Regimental 
Banner.   
Vehicles will be available for those who find it difficult to 
march the distance.  These vehicles will be located at the 
top of ANZAC Parade, on the right hand side. 
The format is similar to that of previous years and, once 
again, the Australian War Memorial is providing tiered 
seating for veterans following the march.   The usual ar-
rangements will be in place for toilets and water points. 
After the march past when you reach the seating it is im-
portant you follow the directions of the ushers and re-
member the seating is for Veteran marchers only, not 
NOK.  NOK can obtain seating tickets by contacting the 
Australian War Memorial. 
After the march, the ACT Branch of the RAR Association 
will, as usual, meet in the Carlton Room at Olims Hotel, 
on Limestone Avenue, within easy walking distance from 
the Australian War Memorial, for a few drinks, gophers 
and some finger food. 
Lunch is available for purchase from the hotel bistro.   

Bernie Pye 
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TAS 

Regrettably we will not be marching as a 5th Bn group on 
Anzac Day in Launceston this year due to a number of 
members travelling to the mainland for Anzac Day reun-
ions in other States. Discussions were held with the four 
blokes who had intended to march and it was decided to 
notify the march committee of our intention to withdraw. 
A number of very enjoyable lunches were held in late 
2011 and early this year with a small group of the sick, 
lame and walking wounded members. Gerry Coret with 
his two ops on his left and right carpal tunnels, me with 
my recent left shoulder repair after a fall over a small re-
taining wall and of course the last is Rod ‘Chuck’ Kenane 
who under went back surgery to repair his lower vertebra. 
Chuck we don’t know how you‘ll get through the security 
checks at airports with the number of screws, nuts and 
bolts, etc, holding you together. Good luck Mate. 
A suggestion made by Lutz Bockish was that we attend 
the Long Tan/Vietnam Veterans Day Service in Devon-
port this year, we passed the idea around and it was 
warmly received, well done Lutz. Now all we need is you 
North West Members join us in Devonport on August 18th. 
We lost another member to the big island this year, Noel 
and Sue  Peck have moved north and have joined the 
grey nomads travelling the highways and byways of our 
big country. Good luck and safe travelling to you both, 
don’t forget where we are if you get this way again. 
Further to Anzac Day Services in Tassie, the St Marys 
Cenotaph Memorial committee have made a request for 
any interested members to attend the 1100 hrs service in 
their town. Rod Kenane and I have accepted this offer so 
any of you blokes on the East Coast are available feel 
free to drop in and join us. 
No further comments on ‘Tassie Tales’ so we will say 
take care and good health.  

John Smee 

BRIAN BURGE’S WAKE 
In January of this year some of the SA members of 5 
RAR Association gathered at the Gawler RSL, to cele-
brate the life of Brian Burge in the traditional Tiger style. 

ANZAC DAY 
ANZAC Day is almost upon us, where does the time go. 
Don’t forget to check the forming up point as things have 
changed in the last couple of years.  
Once again we will join with the RAR Association at The 
Old Lion Hotel, Melbourne Street, North Adelaide, after 
the march. Where you can catch up with your mates and 
have a meal and ale together. I look forward to catching 
up.  

5 RAR National President, Roger Wainwright, recently 
visited RAR Headquarters in South Australia and was met 
at the club by some of the members for a few quiet ales 
and a chat.  

Mo Hancock 

L-R: Peter Stanford, Allan Walden, Michael von Berg, David Hard-
ing, Wayne Clarke and Ian Cranwell attending Brian Burge’s wake. 

SA 

ANZAC DAY 
This year 5 RAR will have their ANZAC Day FUP (along 
with the RAR and all other Battalion Associations) at the 
Bent St end of either O’Connell – Bligh or Phillip Sts 
(difficult to assess any more closely than this) and we 
have been advised to have all banners up before 1030 
hrs. 
Post March get together will be at The Crown Hotel – 160 
Elizabeth St (Cnr Goulburn St) (Phone 9267 6793).The 
Crown is the 1st Hotel on the left-hand side at the end of 
the March. 

Barney Ruttle 

(Continued from page 5) 
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L-R: Errol Moretti, Mike Bevan, Chas Exindaris, Mo Hancock, Roger 
Wainwright, Moose Dunlop, Tim Karasoulos, Bob Kearney, Jock 
Letford at the SA RAR Association Club.  
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QLD  

VIET VETS LIFESAVER ON SHOW 
By Patrick Williams in the Sunshine Coast Daily 

AUSTRALIAN military history went up in the air at 
Caloundra RSL yesterday. 
Bob McInness had a lump in his throat as the UH-1B Iro-
quois Helicopter A2-1022 took its place in the club's grow-
ing memorial garden and military museum. 

The Caloundra RSL sub branch committee member had 
been working for years to get the Iroquois, or ‘Huey’ as 
they were more popularly known, to the Sunshine Coast. 
The A2-1022 had a long involvement in the Vietnam War 
and more specifically the Battle of Long Tan. 
The helicopter was lifted by a crane, supplied by Energex, 
on to its new home on a platform about six metres above 
ground. 
The helicopter will be the subject of a dedication cere-
mony at the RSL on Friday (16 March) from 1.30pm. 
It will be attended by retired Chief of the Defence Force 
Angus Houston, Lieutenant Colonel Harry Smith, who 
fought at the Battle of Long Tan, and pilots who flew the 
A2-1022 into battle. 
Mr McInness said he felt like the ‘father’ of the project to 
bring Huey to the region. 
"Watching it go up was like watching your child being 
born," Mr McInness said. "It was such a proud moment. 
The display of A2-1022 will add to a significant and grow-
ing military museum at the Caloundra RSL." 
This helicopter was one of two involved in the Battle of 
Long Tan in 1966, in which the troops were heavily out-
numbered. 
Late in the afternoon, soldiers were running critically low 
on ammunition. The helicopter, captained by Cliff Dohle, 
took off in the treacherous conditions and flew at treetop 
height, loaded with the ammunition, and replenished sup-
plies in the middle of the fire fight. 

ANZAC DAY 
A midnight service at the Shrine of Remembrance, Anzac 

NEW CAP DESIGN 
5 RAR Association’s cap has been redesigned to compli-
ment the Lapel Badge which shows 
the 5 RAR (Mech) Colour Patch 
surmounted by the Tiger-V. 
This design illustrates and en-
forces the close relationship 
that exists between the serving 
members of the Battalion and 
those of us who have served with 
5 RAR in former years. 
The new cap is available to 
members at a cost of $20.00 and 
can be ordered by using the order 
form on the back page. The full range of Memorabilia is 
illustrated on page 19 of this issue. 

AROUND THE STATES - Cont. 

QLD - Cont. 

Square, in Brisbane will precede the Dawn Service. 
The traditional dawn service commences at 0428 hrs, the 
time of the original ANZAC landing at Gallipoli in 1915. 
Among other dawn services in Brisbane and elsewhere 
will be the special one at the RAR National Memorial 
Walk at Enoggera Barracks. 
This will start at 0455 hrs after assembly and traditional 
‘Coffee Royal’ from 0415 hrs. It is advisable to be early as 
parking becomes difficult – if you can walk, it is easier to 
park in nearby streets. 
A ‘Gunfire Breakfast’ is available afterwards for a gold 
coin donation at the 8/9 RAR Rams Retreat from 0630 
hrs. 
Form-up for the city march is from 0930 hrs in the usual 
location on George Street between Charlotte and Mary 
Streets.  
While the official march is timed to step off at 10am it will 
probably be at least 11am before RAR groups step off.  
Afterwards all RAR veterans are invited to the Pig ‘n’ 
Whistle, same as last year. It is in Eagle Street at the Riv-
erside Centre. 
The usual Anzac Day activities will also be on at the 8/9 
Rams Retreat at Enoggera.  

Kerry White 

The ‘Huey’ being lifted into position 

 

Quote: "When you're fighting you're scared. And it's such 
an all-pervasive sort of fear that you can't even pinpoint 
what the feeling is. It's a gnawing churning in the gut. You 
become so afraid that it's as if you're not afraid at all. And 
that's what bravery is. It's not fearlessness, it's the ability 
to get off your ass and charge when your mouth is dry, 
your gut is tight and your brain is screaming to get down! 
Bravery is being the only one who knows you're afraid."  

-- Lt. Col. David Hackworth in 'About Face'  
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On the wall just inside the foyer of my old High school 
there is a small brass plaque dedicated to the memory of 
a former student. 
In 1962 Les Farren and I were classmates completing 
year 12 at Northcote High School. Les was an only child 
living with his parents in Reservoir. In those days we did 
not have computers, mobile phones, colour TV or credit 
cards.  Rock and Roll was raging, Elvis was King and the 
Beatles were about to rocket to the top of charts. 
Another Northcote 
High school student, 
Normie Rowe, was 
singing with a group at 
a Rock ‘n Roll dances 
in local halls on Satur-
day nights... (Normie 
was later to be con-
scripted for national 
service and served in 
Vietnam in the Ar-
moured Corps) 
My father was a milk-
man and we had only 
just sold our Northcote 
dairy a few years ear-
lier where we deliv-
ered milk by horse and 
cart. 
I finished school at the end of 1962. Early in 1963 I 
started a job as a claims clerk at the Union Insurance So-
ciety of Canton, in a small company office in Queen St, 
Melbourne. Les got a job with the Bank. We lost contact 
after leaving school. The rest of 1963 and 1964 life con-
sisted of parties, Balls, Dinner-Dances, 21st birthdays, 
holidays fishing at Rosebud and playing football and bas-
ketball with local teams. Life was good and simple still 
living at home with Mum and Dad and my 4 brothers.  
Early in 1965, the then Liberal Government announced 
the introduction of a scheme requiring all young men 
about to turn 20 to register for conscription into the Army 
for 2 years National Service training. 
The method of selection to be via a ballot of Birth dates. If 
your birthday was drawn we were required to pass a 
medical examination. Having passed the medical we 
would then spend the next 2 years in the Army.  
2345, my birthday, the 2nd of March 1945 was one of the 
birthdays selected. Les was also ‘lucky’ enough to have 
his birth date drawn out of the barrel. 
On the 30th June 1965 Les and I were part of the first in-
take of Nasho’s sent to Puckapunyal to do our 3 months 
basic training. After completing basic training we were 
given a choice of which area of the military we would like 
to join for the duration of our 2 years service. Because the 
strength of Army Infantry battalions was very low at the 
time most of us were posted to the infantry regardless of 
what our preferences were. 
We were posted to Holsworthy Army barracks in NSW, to 
join the 5th Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment where 

we were to do our Infantry training. I only saw Les once 
while we were training with the Battalion in Holsworthy. 
He was in D Company and I was in C Company and we 
each tended to stick with our immediate platoon and com-
pany groups. 
Infantry training consisted of countless military exercises 
in mountainous bush terrain, a training exercise at We-
wak in New Guinea and a month at the Army Jungle train-
ing centre in Canungra where we honed our skills for war-
fare. At this time, One Battalion of the Royal Australian 
Regiment consisting entirely of volunteer regular soldiers, 
were serving in Vietnam as a unit with the American 
Forces. 
We expected that our Battalion, 5 RAR, would be the next 
Battalion to be sent to Vietnam to replace One Battalion. 
We were unsure however being such a political conten-
tious decision, whether conscripts would be sent or even 
be given an opportunity to choose whether we wanted to 
go or not. Anyway in April 1966 the Liberal government 
officially announced that our Battalion, the Fifth Battalion, 
Nashos included, would be going to Vietnam at the end of 
April 1966. We were all given pre-embarkation leave in 
early April to share precious time with family and loved 
ones before we were to spend at least a year overseas in 
a seemingly faraway foreign war.  
Without the presence of family or civilian friends, my pla-
toon, 8 Platoon Charlie Company flew out of Richmond 
Air Base, NSW, to Vietnam in the early hours on 28th April 
1966.  
We were the first Australian Army unit consisting of Na-
sho’s to enter the Vietnam War. 
The remaining members of C Company and the Trans-
port Platoon arrived in Vietnam a couple of weeks later on 
board the HMAS Sydney, formerly an aircraft carrier but 
now a troop carrier. It was later affectionately known as 
‘The Vung Tau Ferry’ owing to the many trips it would 
make ferrying troops and supplies to and from Vietnam 
over the duration of the War. 
The Battalion commenced the first of many operations  of 
the war when we were transported by Iroquois Helicop-
ters from Vung Tau to an area near Nui Dat. Our task was 
to clear the enemy from an area consisting of rubber 
plantation, scrub and paddy fields. This area of Nui Dat 
was to eventually be Australian task force headquarters 
and our base camp for the duration of the war. I went to 
Vietnam with the job of being one of 3 machine gunners 
in the Platoon. The machine gun was the main firepower 
in an infantry section. Our job was to give instant covering 
fire when a contact occurred with the enemy while the 
rest of the section or platoon moved into position to attack 
or take cover.  
Les was a rifleman with 10 Platoon D Company. 
It was during this first operation that the first Australian 
National Serviceman was killed during an enemy contact. 
He was Errol Noack a 21 year old from South Australia.  
Over the next few months we continued countless patrols, 
Operations which would last days or weeks involving the 
occasional skirmish. 

Dave ‘Stretch’ Bryan 
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service community, including veterans, widows, children 
and grandchildren of the above, who are over 18 years 
and reside in Victoria.  

Entries, for the 50th Anni-
versary year 2012, open 
2 April 2012 with Novice 
through to Experienced 
levels welcome. 

Categories for the 50th Anniversary Competition include: 
Story Writing and Poetry, Art, Craft and Photography. 
For entry forms call the SWAC Coordinator (03) 9496 
2290. Country Residents 1800 134 864. Email: 
swac@austin.org.au and Mail: SWAC, PO Box 5444, 
West Heidelberg, VIC 3081. 

We also commenced setting up defences for our base 
camp. So if we were not out ‘touring the countryside’ set-
ting up ambush positions, doing search and destroy op-
erations or village cordon and searches, we would be 
digging weapon pits, constructing bunkers, putting up 
perimeter wire, erecting tents or filling sand bags. There 
was no such thing as a full uninterrupted night’s sleep. 
If we were out on patrols or operations we would have to 
do our piquet or guard duty in pairs, manning the perime-
ter guns trying to be forever hyper vigilant. 
In mid June 1966 our platoon was heading out of camp 
through the gap in the perimeter wire, we passed D com-
pany coming back into camp after a stint in the bush. It 
was then that one of the D company blokes told me that 
Les Farren had been killed a few days earlier on 10th 
June 1966, nineteen days before his 21st birthday. He 
suffered massive shrapnel wounds to his lower body area 
and died in the arms of the company medic. Les was the 
first Victorian National Serviceman killed in Vietnam. 
I completed 380 days service in Vietnam and then the 
Battalion and I returned home on 12th May 1967 to a wel-
come home parade. I was discharged from the Army on 
30th June 1967 having finished my two years as a Nasho. 
I am now 66 years old and it has been another lifetime 
since I was in Vietnam. I have 4 sons and a daughter. My 
youngest son is in year 10 at my old high school. I am 
frequently at the school again as a parent attending par-
ent-teacher meetings and other parental duties. The walls 
of the school hallways are adorned with a variety of hon-
our boards listing sporting and academic achievers as 
well as a variety of historic photographs and an array of 
artwork. Just inside the front entrance on the wall of the 
foyer is a small brass plaque that has the inscription 
‘Dedicated to the memory of Leslie T Farren, Student of 
this school, killed in action, June 10th 1966, in South Viet-
nam’ 

I wonder whether the present 
day students even notice that 
small plaque or will they ever 
know the life it represents. The 
life of former student, a brave 
soldier, a friend, a Nasho.  
Over the last few years on Viet-
nam Veterans day I have 
slipped into the school foyer 
and placed a small floral tribute 

under the plaque in remembrance of my former class-
mate. 
Les had such a short life for a Nasho but a lifelong re-
membered by those who served with him. 

David Bryan (aka Stretch), 8 Pl 1966-67 
 

 

Editors Note: This short story, by Stretch, was entered in 
the 2011 ‘The Victorian Veterans Community Story Writ-
ing and Art Competition’ and received an Honourable 
Mention. 
This competition is open to eligible members of the ex-

LIFE FOR A NASHO - Cont. 

Leslie T Farren 

Regt No Given Names Surname Tour Sub/Town State 
210124 Brian Almond V2 Nowra NSW 
8570374 Daniel James Berry Current Palmerston NT 
222528 James Neil Carlisle Aust Warners Bay NSW 
8552345 Michael Brian Chambers Current Baskewell NT 
8513543 Scott Randall Cox Current Coonawarra NT 
8217061 Michael John Doyle Current Bayview NT 
8225762 Michael Scott Dunbar Current Top Camp QLD 
8531937 Craig Earl Current Darwin NT 
8539793 Russell John Erck Current Palmerston NT 
8552402 Paul Fatai Feauini Current Palmerston NT 
8600662 Michael Flynn Current Rosebery NT 
8539768 Giles Patrick Garrett V2 Palmerston NT 
29971 John William Gillan OAM Current Toowoomba QLD 

8539795 Russell Colin Godfrey Current Durack NT 
8554351 Timothy Michael Golder Current Farrar NT 

TBA Mathew John Hartikainen Current Palmerston NT 
8531265 Robert John Current Woolner NT 
8517179 Christian James Johnston Current Darwin NT 
8227274 Lewis Matthew Current Farrar NT 
8555521 Blake Danial Litchfield Current Palmerston NT 
8556836 Blake Thomas Lister Current Palmerston NT 
8532156 Timothy Lee Lister Current Rosebery NT 
557463 Stephen Logan Current Gray NT 
8531407 Matthew James McCabe Current Lyons NT 
8560196 Matthew Scott McCauley Current Durack NT 
8556884 James Luke Mihailoff Current Gray NT 
8532154 David Adam Mole Current Palmerston NT 
8511725 Bryan Monkhouse Current Woolner NT 
8551492 Jay Christopher Motzel Current Rosebery NT 
8524387 Robert Dominicus Mueller Current Palmerston NT 

TBA Shannon Murney Current Palmerston NT 
8567724 Sean Glenn Nelson Current Palmerston NT 
44545 Neville Robin Paine Current Viewbank VIC 

8518421 Ryan Park Current Palmerston NT 
8520269 Joshua Lee Scott Current Stuart Park NT 
8539804 Hojun Shon Current Palmerston NT 
4720007 Rodger David Simes V2 Port Lincoln SA 
8498857 Todd Nicholas Small Current Nightcliff NT 
8564771 Michael Tomas Current Palmerston NT 
8517473 Phillip Daniel Trease Current Larrakeyah NT 

TBA Jacob Elliot Turner Current Palmerston NT 
8571613 Daniel Christopher Vains Current Palmerston NT 
8558534 Kenneth John Vincent Current Palmerston NT 
8555527 Damian John Waters Current Palmerston NT 
8239812 Gary Kevin Westerland Current Gray NT 
3795323 Richard Whitaker Aust St Ives NT 
8562087 Jake Mitchell York Current Palmerston NT 

NEW MEMBERS TO 15 MARCH 



10 ABOUT TURN 

On 2 Feb 2012, MAJ Trevor Ernest Carter was dined-out 
at the regimental dinner at Victoria Barracks in Sydney 
upon his reaching the compulsory retirement age.  Trevor 
started his Army career as a National Service Private and 
served with 5 RAR in Vietnam, 1969-70, he is 5 RAR’s, 
and Defence Legal's, last serving Vietnam Veteran.  The 
reason we say ‘is’ because, on the morning after his at-
taining that milestone (or is that ‘millstone’), his appoint-
ment in the Active Army Reserve was extended for two 
years.  

As well as his fellow officers, Trevor was joined on the 
night by his 6 Pl B Coy co-members, Peter Pezet, John 
Cullen, Michael Hannah and John McMahon (FO Party) 
and Colonel David Wilkins (Retd) was also present.  
Trevor has also been an active member of the 5 RAR 
Association National Committee for many years. 
The following email was distributed to Trevor’s associ-
ates;  
‘The criteria for extending someone's appointment past 
the compulsory retirement age include a requirement to 
prove that the member will be a valuable asset to the 
Army during an extension period.  An extension is cer-
tainly not granted for sentimental reasons, or on the basis 
that the member ‘will probably be useful’.  An extension is 
a rare event.  In MAJ Carter's case, the panel was able to 
discharge the high standard of proof.  Congratulations 
MAJ Carter (now get back to work).’ 
After being apprised of this decision, Trevor circulated the 
following to all who attended the Regimental Dinner; 
‘Dear all (excusing rank), 
I would like to sincerely thank everybody for making the 
full dress rehearsal for my retirement from the Army Re-
serve last Friday to be what I believe, a highly successful 
event - except if you were there believing that you would 
be seeing me for the last time.  It was a night where I felt 
very proud to be surrounded by all those present who I 
regard as extended family.  Thank you so very much also 
for making my 4 veteran mates welcome.  About 0545h 
as we finished off a bottle of 1969 vintage port I had 
saved for over 40 years waiting for a suitable occasion, 
Peter summed up the situation as they felt it when he said 

- “It was not just your retirement, it was ours also and a 
memory we will take to our graves'“ I feel the same way - 
a night I will never forget. My veteran mates loved every-
body they met and while they have different backgrounds 
professionally, they did not see past the fact that those 
present wore 'the uniform' and had stepped into the boots 
left for them by a previous generation - as they them-
selves had done.  The evening will be talked about in the 
veteran's community where they are active for years to 
come.  Once again, thanks to everyone for the success of 
the evening. 
Having said the above, I have just learned this morning 
that feeling like a 'dead man' when I finally got out of bed 
last Saturday must now be attributed to wine, whiskey 
and port - not the fact that I was out of uniform.  COL 
Carlin was advised this morning that a team effort to have 
my service extended was successful - the decision being 
made on the day of my retirement is the best 'retirement 
present' one can receive in my circumstances.  So to all 
of you who gave me permission to call you by your first 
name, it is now back to, 'Sir'.  And to any superiors I may 
have personally offended last Friday night, I hope it is not 
too late to offer my most sincere apology and whatever I 
said or did will not happen again - not for 2 years anyway. 
Warmest regards, 
Trev.’ 

THE WART 
A Digger with a wart on the end of his prime member, 
attended the Regimental Aid Post ( RAP ) to have it 
treated.  
We booked him in for treatment after lunch, but his ser-
geant and the RAP sergeant conspired to have him at-
tend earlier. Meanwhile they fetched the biggest soldering 
iron that they could find from the workshop, polished it up, 
put in on a tray, under a drape and left it on the table be-
side the 'Digger' laying on the stretcher.  
His curiosity got the better of him so he looked under the 
drape ... I could not work out why he was so pale and 
sweaty when I 
entered with the 
normal pencil 
sized instrument! 
Hugh Roberton 
was the Regi-
mental Medical 
Officer (RMO) 
with the Battalion 
for most of the 
second tour. 

Quote: “Anzac is not merely about loss. It is about cour-
age, and endurance, and duty, and love of country, and 
mateship, and good humour and the survival of a sense 
of self-worth and decency in the face of dreadful odds.” 

Sir William Deane, Gallipoli, Dawn 25th April 1999 

Trevor Carter, L-R Michael Hannah, John Cullen, Peter Pezet, John 
McMahon at the Regimental Dinner. Inset: Trevor 1969. 
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A RECURRING QUESTION 
Look into an infantryman's eyes some 30 years after his war, and you will see in this private place, some dim reflections 
of his fears, for the eyes are witness to the soul. Out in the hills, on the farm or in his shed, the old soldier often 
stops, his task forgotten, his tools lie still. 
Quiet, staring at nothing, he loses focus on the world about him, and for a fleeting moment his memory pulls him back, to 
that dim half lit world of those places long gone of his youth, of trumpets and drums, that clear call of a drill order that 
faIIs to the right foot … but too soon … they echo away on the wind: end there behind laughing young faces, comes a 
faint distant rumble of guns. Solitude gives licence to an old soldier's emotion, he knew it would come, always the same, 
year after year, the same question remains, and he whispers once again to the fates … aloud to himself. 
"Mate, how did it come that it is I, and not you standing here, in this place?" 

Robert Cavill, 8 Pl C Coy and Aslt Pnrs 1966-67 

*  *  *  *  *  
 5 RAR MEMBERS KILLED IN ACTION OR DIED OF WOUNDS 

 PTE E.W. NOACK PTE J R. SWEETNAM CPL B.F. COUPE  PTE L.T. FARREN  
 PTE R.J. LUBKE LCPL M. TOMAS PTE R.J. KENNEDY PTE G.F. WARBURTON
 CPL N.J. WOMAL PTE G.H. D’ANTOINE PTE B.F. WATSON PTE E.H. NILSEN 
 PTE N.A. PRACY PTE P.C. SULLIVAN MAJ D.M. BOURNE CAPT R.B. MILLIGAN 
 PTE D.M. CLARK PTE M.D. POOLE PTE R.W. SANDOW PTE J.C. WEBSTER 
 LCPL G.B. GREEN LT J. CARRUTHERS MAJ M.B. MCQUALTER PTE R.E. LLOYD 
 LT K.P. RINKIN SGT B.L. SMITH 2LT B.G. WALKER CPL G.G. GILBERT 
 PTE J.M. WHITE PTE G.A. PIKE PTE A REMELJEJ LT E.J. LEE 
 PTE A. DRUMMOND PTE W.E. TEELING PTE P.J. JACKSON CPL J.J. KENNEDY 
 PTE T.C. TURNER PTE A.E. WARING PTE L.J. PETTIT PTE H.C. MULLER 
 LCPL P.L. SMITH PTE J.C. McMILLAN PTE B.F. SMITH PTE D.J. BANFIELD 
 PTE R.F. CONNORS PTE M.P. LINTON CPL H.E. SUTTOR LCPL M.P. WHITE 
  PTE N.J. CASSANO PTE B.J. THOMPSON 

Age shall not weary them - it only looks that way! 

Never afraid to face the enemy, these fine looking lads 
upheld the tradition of the Tiger Battalion, when they 
‘wowed’ the audience with their rendition of ‘The Platters’ 
hit ‘The Great Pretender’ at the Redlands Vietnam Veter-
ans Group Xmas party at Victoria Point, Queensland. 
Led by effervescent crooner Ken Davis (5 Pl B Coy 1969-
70), the talented back-up trio included John Reister (BHQ 
1966-67), Pete Pezet (6 Pl B Coy 1969-70) and Vince 
Feenstra (7 Pl C Coy 1969-70). 

L-R: John Reister, Pete Pezet, Vince Feenstra and Ken Davis. 

The only question remaining ... will they audition for X 
Factor or Australia’s Got Talent?? 
Hopefully, not!! 

Ken Davis 
 

The Cream of the Crop? 
Is that what they actually call these four members from 5 
and 6 Pl B Coy 5 RAR’s 1969-70 tour enjoying their lunch 
and wine at the Sirromet Winery, at Mt Cotton in Queen-
sland, on 28 December 2011.   

Lynne Ryan 

QUEENSLAND GET TOGETHERS 

L-R: Mick Manning, Barry Ryan, Dave Thompson and Ken Davis. 
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3411685 FRANK WILLIAMS 

24 July 1947 - 24 November 2011 
Frank Williams, who served with 5 RAR on both tours of Vietnam, passed away on the morning of 
Thursday 24 November. 
He served in 19 Pl E Coy 1 RAR before 5 RAR was raised. Frank was too young to deploy with 5 
RAR initially so arrived as a reinforcement when he turned 19. He joined 4 Sect, 8 Pl, C Coy in 
January 1967 after having served with 1ARU and HQ 1ATF. He served the full second tour  with A 
Coy and was promoted to Corporal. There is a photograph of Frank on display in the Vietnam sec-
tion of the AWM with his 1st tour Sect Commander Russ Quinn and his Sect 2IC Tom Davern. 
Frank worked tirelessly for the RSL, local and State, Legacy and the SES, amongst other groups. 
Frank’s funeral was on Friday 2 December at the Presbyterian Church Mitchell St, Wee Waa 
NSW. 

Rest easy Frank. 

The funeral for Brian Burge was held in Gawler, South Australia on Friday the 6th of January 2012. 
Brian had been experiencing heart problems for some time and sadly passed away in the Southern 
Cross Nursing Home, Gawler on the 31st December 2011. 
The funeral was well attended by family, including his son and daughter from Tasmania, friends 
and Wayne ‘Bluey’ Clarke ex 2 Pl, A Coy 1966-67 and Vice President of the Gawler RSL. Wayne 
did a marvellous job in organising all arrangements and had been assisting Brian in his later years. 
Brian was a LCPL in Assault Pioneers on the Battalions 1966-67 tour with the Battalion and many 
of those Pioneers resident In SA attended the funeral. Max Carroll, OC Support Company wrote a 

wonderful tribute to Brian which was read out as a part of the eulogy, by the minister, who laid Brian to rest. 
Brian will be remembered by all who had either served with him or had anything to do with him whilst serving in the Bat-
talion as a bloke who relished the challenge and hard work of being a Pioneer but most importantly his sense of humour 
and at times mischievousness which endeared him to all. 
He will be sadly missed.         

Wayne ‘Bluey’ Clarke 

42292 BRIAN RAYMOND BURGE 
24 July 1935 – 31 December 2011 

8551119 SAM OSBORNE 
31 December 2011 

The Battalion lost one of its soldiers on the 31st of December 2011. PTE Sam Osborne was tragically 
killed in a motor vehicle accident at Tweed Heads.   
PTE Sam Osborne enlisted into the Australian Regular Army on the 9th of February 2009, he com-
pleted Initial Employment Training on the 21st of August 2009 and was posted to the 5th Battalion 
(Mech) the Royal Australian Regiment. 
PTE Osborne was assigned to Operation Slipper on the 17th of September 2010 and deployed to Af-
ghanistan as part of the Provincial Reconstruction Task Force on the 5th of October 2010. He re-
turned from service in Afghanistan on the 6th of July 2011. For his service in Operation Slipper, PTE 
Sam Osborne was awarded the Australian Active Service Medal with ICAT Clasp, the Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal, the NATO – ISAF Medal and the Infantry Combat Badge. 
A funeral was held at the Uniting Church, Dalley St, Mullumbimby on Wednesday 11 January. The Battalion provided 
bearers, a firing party and the OPSO, MAJ Dave French, was the official mourner and delivered the military eulogy. The 
Battalion will affix a plaque to the Brigade Non-Operation Death memorial Wall in due course.  

LTCOL Andrew Forbes 
CO  5 RAR (Mech) 

Quote: “The willingness of future generations to serve in our military will be directly dependent upon how we have 
treated those who have served in the past”  

George Washington 
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2791611 KENNETH THOMAS BLACK 
25 March 1949 - 18 January 2012. 

I am sorry to have to advise that Ken Black, a member of 8Pl C Coy 1969-70 passed away yes-
terday, 18th January 2012. 
From available information, we think that Ken had volunteered for National Service, as he only 20 
when he was sent to Vietnam. He was posted from 1ARU to C Company 5 RAR in September 
1969. Ken was wounded in February 1970 on Operation Bondi near Xuyen Moc, and returned to 
Australia with the main body of 5 RAR on HMAS Sydney, arriving back in Sydney on 5th March 
1970. 
After he returned to Australia, Ken seemed to have disappeared off the map. Bob Hooper met up 
with Ken in 2008, where it was revealed that Ken had spent some twenty years living in a tent in 
the bush. He was not aware of available entitlements at that time. We know that Ken had two sisters and a brother. 
Ken was the sort of bloke that the Australian Army is all about. He was a digger, pretty laid back, did his job, and didn’t 
attract a lot of attention. Perhaps he was typical of the diggers that we hear about when it’s too late – the diggers that 
Australia didn’t want to know. 
Alan Riley, Ken's section 2 I/C, said the following:  “Kenny carried the M79 for us (6 Section) he liked the idea of just it 
and a 9mm pistol. He did change his ideas on that after a contact up in the Nui Dinh Mountains but not sure if he did go 
back to carrying a SLR.  Kenny was, if I recall correctly slightly built – wiry probably more like - and very likable. Got on 
with things, did his job, didn’t bitch and minded his own business.  A sad day.”  
A funeral service was held for Ken at Mary Mother of Mercy Chapel and Crematorium at Rookwood Cemetery, NSW on 
25th January. 
Rest in Peace old mate – you have attended your last parade. 

Don Harrod 

217607 BRIAN RICHARD WILLETT 
1 December 1945 – 12 August 2011 

We have been advised that LCPL Brian Willett passed away earlier this year, in Greenslopes Hospi-
tal (QLD) after a long illness.  
Brian served with C Company and then as company clerk with D Company during the Battalions 
Tour of South Vietnam in 1969-70. 

Another Tiger Stands Down 

3786695 PETER REGINALD DUELL 
19 February 1945 - 28 January 2012 

PTE Peter Duell was a first intake National Serviceman who served as the Pl Sig for 6 Platoon 
on 5 RAR’s first tour. 
Last year Peter was diagnosed with a virulent form of Motor Neurone Disease.  He died on Sat-
urday, 28 January, at home in the presence of his immediate family, just as he would have 
wanted.    He was three weeks short of his 67th birthday. 
The Duell family remains very close knit, and Peter leaves behind his beloved wife Elizabeth, 
and four charming and gifted offspring, Sarah, Louise, Nick and Simon. 
After the funeral service, I met many of his family and friends in the back yard that he had so 
often retreated to for solace and reflection.  There I was treated to anecdotes and insights of a 
much loved man who’ll be sadly missed, and was minded of some lines from Shakespeare: 

‘… when he shall die, take him and cut him out in little stars, and he will make the face of heaven so fine that all the 
world will be in love with night, and pay no worship to the garish sun.’ 
From now on, whenever I gaze into that night sky, it will rekindle a fond memory of our friend, Peter Duell.   
Peter, your suffering is over; time to stand down — vale brave soldier, family man, philosopher, sailor, cyclist, appreci-
ator of the Arts, gardener, builder and (not least) irrepressible repairer.   

Doug Bishop 

IN MEMORIUM 
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2789635 RICHARD PRATER  

23 October 1946 - 19 February 2012 
We have been advised that, on Sunday 19 February, PTE Richard Prater passed away in Greenslopes Hospi-
tal, Brisbane, where he has been for some time suffering from lymphoma. 

Richard served with 1 ARU and then with 8 Platoon, C Company, 5 RAR from 4 June 1969 until 5 March 1970. 
Richard was born in Armidale, NSW, and before entering hospital had been living at Cooee Bay, near Yeppoon 
in Queensland. 

A funeral Service was held for Richard at East Chapel, Mount Thompson Crematorium, Nursery Road, Holland 
Park on Friday 24 February. 

Stand Down Soldier. 

16378 IAN DAVID COOPER 
27 October 1943 - 22 February 2012 

I am sorry to have to advise that Ian Cooper (Royal Australian Army Medical Corps) – our C 
Company Medic – passed away at Allingham, near Ingham in North Queensland, on 22 Febru-
ary. 
Ian (Coops) was the C Coy medic from 1968 until about mid 1969, when he transferred from C 
Coy to B Coy, and was replaced by Kevin (Doc) Mulligan.  After his working career, Coops re-
tired to Ingham in QLD, and spent his time gardening, fishing, or at his favourite recreational pur-
suit, riding his motorbike.  Coops kept in touch with his old mates, particularly Geoff Ford, the C 
Coy Stretcher Bearer. 
About two years ago, Coops was diagnosed with a very aggressive cancer, and it quickly over-

took his vital organs.  He refused to give in, and underwent protracted treatment.  He also refused to complain, accept-
ing his fate as the hand that he had been dealt.  Coops telephoned me as recently as ten days ago, and as usual, he 
was his happy self, although he knew that his final parade was fast approaching.  He even told me that he had arranged 
for his funeral to be held in Toowoomba rather than Ingham, so that if any of his mates wanted to attend, they would not 
have to travel too far.   
Coops leaves behind his wife Margaret, and Allison, his daughter. 
A funeral service was held at the T.S. Burstow Chapel, 1020 Ruthven Street (south), Toowoomba, on Thursday, 1st 
March, followed by Interment at the Garden of Remembrance.  
Farewell Coops, you served us well, and we thank you.  Suffer no more, old friend. 

Don Harrod 

5 RAR HISTORY 
Compiling Battalion Organization Charts for the two Vietnam Tours 

For some time now I have been trying to work out ways of enriching and preserving the corporate memory of 5 RAR’s 
service in Vietnam.    As our numbers shrink and our memories fade a precious resource is being lost.  There is more to 
our history than Commanding Officers, Company and Platoon Commanders, and the citations of a small handful of sol-
diers who have been decorated for acts of bravery.  There is also the daily drudge, the baggy-arses, the smart-arses, 
the diggers and NCOs who went about their work with barely a grumble. 

My suggestion for those interested is to make a list of say everyone in your Section, and what 
their role was, giving the name of the section and approx what time frame, e.g. 4 Section, C Com-

pany, early in the first Tour; or 3 Pl HQ, late second Tour.   

In this way, piece by piece of the jig-saw puzzle will come together and a useful pic-
ture will emerge.  Maybe a few anecdotes as well; what they’re doing today, and I 
reckon that we will soon have a gold mine of information ready to be compiled then 
forwarded to a central location for posterity.   You can either post to: Doug Bishop, 6 

Merion Court, Sunbury VIC 3429, or email to doug.bishop@internode.on.net .  I really 
want to hear from you on this from where-ever you are in Australia.  

Doug Bishop, 
Victorian State Representative 
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EDITOR’S APOLOGIES 
In the article ‘A Vietnamese Hero—Duong Van Manh’, 
published in the last issue of Tiger Tales, it was stated 
that PTE Robbie Lloyd was KIA in a mine incident. This is 
incorrect as it was PTE Richard Edward Lloyd, my apolo-
gies to the family of Richard for this error. 

Gary Townsend 

In early August 2011 my wife Kathy and I started out on a 
three month caravanning trip to WA. Crossing the Nullar-
bor and subsequently taking in the beautiful south west of 
that state. That part of this wonderful country of ours must 
be one of the best kept secrets ever!! 

Along the way we came 
to the small township of 
Merriden, where we 
viewed the ‘Memorial 
Reflection Pond’. I spent 
several minutes in silent 
contemplation at the 
pool. The whole ar-
rangement is very well 
done and here is a 
photo of the pond for 
anyone interested. 

Travelling on, it had been some forty odd years since I 
had been to Perth, and Kathy had never been so it was a 
completely new experience for her. I must say that Perth 
over that period of time has transformed into a very pleas-
ant and modern city, easy to get around and with plenty 
of attractions.  
Whilst in Perth we vis-
ited the State War Me-
morial in King's Park. 
What a magnificent 
structure dedicated to 
those brave souls who 
paid the Ultimate Sac-
rifice for Freedom and 
doing their duty for 
this great country of 
ours. I have attached a photo of the Memorial which also 
shows the magnificent lookout over the city. Among the 
many names listed within the memorial was one that 
brought back rather poignant memories for me of my time 
in Vietnam with 5 RAR, 1966-67.  

The name was that of a one-
time good friend of mine, 
Gordon Henry D'Antoine who 
lost his life in October 
1966 during a clearing opera-
tion of the Nui Thai Vai Hills 
(Operation Queanbeyan). The 
last time I saw Gordon was on 
the day of his passing, and 
knowing that he was a West-
ern Australian, I made enquir-
ies as to his final resting 
place. It turned out to be the 
Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth, 

virtually a stone's throw from King's Park. My wife and I 
subsequently visited Karrakatta and to some relief found 
Gordon's gravesite to be in good repair. I must say that it 
was quite an emotional experience for me (even as I type 
this out) but I am glad to have made the effort and paid 
my respects to a good mate. 

Lloyd ‘Dusty’ Miller, Mortar Pl 1966-67 

Memorial Reflection Pond, Merriden 

King’s Park, Perth 

G.H. D’Antoine’s Gravesite 

RESPECT TO A MATE 

SOLDIERS CRY 
It was ANZAC DAY and two men, one old and one young 
were waiting for the dawn service to start. The old man 
said to the young man, "I see you have been to Afghani-
stan." The young man said he had and said, “I see you 
served in Vietnam. My father served there too." He went 
on to say that his father died the year before from cancer 
and how much he loved him but could not get close to 
him, like there was some sort of invisible barrier between 
them. 
The old man looked at him and started to talk. He told him 
about the men he knew, the lost loves, and how the 
scream of a child or a woman penetrated to the soul and 
would never go away. He told him of the chemicals and 
the treatment from their fellow countrymen on their return 
to Australia. Nothing is worse than being spat on for doing 
your duty. He told of the lack of support from the Govern-
ment and the alcohol and drugs that did not take away 
the sadness and hate. In the end they believed that they 
only had each other and pushed people out of their lives 
to the extent that they suffered emotional blockout. 
So many were gone now from cancers, suicides and 
some just drank themselves to death or overdosed. Not a 
fitting end to the keen healthy young men who went away 
believing that what they were doing was right and would 
be welcomed home at the end, even knowing they would 
not all return. 
The old man looked up and the young man’s eyes were 
full of tears. “What’s up son“ he said. The young man re-
plied that for the first time in his life he realised his father 
truly loved him but could not release his feelings because 
of the distrust in everyone but his fellow vets. 
The old man thought at that moment, “What have we 
done to our children and our friends and families. They 
have done nothing to deserve this." With that, he too 
started to cry and felt emotions that he had not felt for so 
long and realised that you cannot live your life inside 
yourself. It was like a veil lifting to wash away the sad-
ness and hate. 
After the service two men went away that day both learn-
ing something about themselves. The young man know-
ing his love for his father was not wasted because inside, 
his father adored him and he understood why he was the 
way he was. The old man went away knowing that he 
was renewed and it only took that simple talk to bring him 
home. 

WE MUST NEVER LET THIS HAPPEN AGAIN 
EVEN SOLDIERS NEED TO CRY 
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ADVOCATE’S CORNER  

Another year gone 
and  we  still  have 
the same old prob-
lems in relation to 
veterans’  claims 
and  entitlements 
under  the  various 
Acts  that  support 
disabilities and the 
payment of the ap-
propriate benefits. 

I am never surprised any more, at the number of veter-
ans’ and wives, who have a very poor understanding of 
just how an application is made and how every disability 
claimed MUST be related to that veterans’ service, so 
that an application may have the chance of success. This 
is why the Department of Veterans Affairs, in their investi-
gation of the claim, are very thorough and must act in ac-
cordance with the law when making their decisions on 
every claim. 
I recently had a W.W.2 veteran, (female) call me having 
been told that as she had not served outside of Australia 
during the war, she had NO entitlement to any benefits.  
This is just NOT TRUE. Any person who served in any 
branch of the forces, was allotted a service number, and 
issued with a uniform, has an entitlement to benefits un-
der the act, subject to investigation by the Department, as 
to that veterans’ claim being relative to their service. 
Whilst I realise this topic is thrashed over and over, it is 
the responsibility of all of us to ensure ALL veterans’ are 
being looked after, and for those seeking assistance, to 
put them in the right direction to gain the necessary assis-
tance from those properly trained and able to carry out 
that task. 
Another sore point relates to the Gold Card and just what 
happens for a spouse after the death of a veteran. Again I 
stress that if a veteran had been in receipt of either a TPI/
TTI/EDA/POW or Intermediate rate of disability pension 
prior to their death, the surviving spouse will be granted a 
war widows pension and a new Gold Card in her name. In 
all other cases we have to provide evidence and proof 
that the veterans’ death was as a consequence of that 
veterans’ service and therefore payment of benefits could 
be made accordingly. 
I realise we go over these topics time and time again, 
however from what I get in phone calls and mail from 
people, I feel the need to again stress for all veterans’ to 
check on just where they now stand with their benefits, 
and if unsure on any matter, contact your local advocate/ 
pension officer for advice. Keep well for 2012. 

          Ralph Thompson 
5 RAR Association Welfare Officer 

NEW AFGHAN COMMANDER 

Australian Defence personnel serving in the Middle East 
Area of Operations will welcome a new commander to-
day. After 12 months at the helm, MAJGEN Angus Camp-
bell AM, will formally hand over command of Australian 
Defence Force Joint Task Force 633 to MAJGEN Stuart 
Smith AM. 
Commander Joint Task Force 633 commands all ADF 
units assigned to Operation SLIPPER – Australia’s mili-
tary contribution to the international campaign against 
terrorism, maritime security in the Middle East Area of 
Operations and countering piracy in the Gulf of Aden. 
ADF personnel and coalition partners marked the formal 
transition of Command with a ceremony at Al Minhad Air 
Base in the United Arab Emirates. 
MAJGEN Campbell described leading Australian troops 
deployed to the Middle East and Afghanistan as the pin-
nacle of his career and commended the efforts of the ser-
vice men and women he had met during his time as Com-
mander. 
“I will never forget the sacrifice 
made by the fallen; the com-
passion, dedication and cour-
age of our soldiers, sailors and 
airmen who have served their 
country with distinction. I am 
very proud of each and every 
one of them,” MAJGEN Camp-
bell said. 
“The Australian mission is on 
track, and while we have suf-
fered losses grievously felt, 
there is no question that the 
campaign is advancing, although much still needs to be 
done.” 
“I reflect on 2011 as a challenging yet clearly successful 
year for the international mission in Afghanistan.” 
MAJGEN Campbell said that during his appointment he 
had observed significant progress in Uruzgan Province, 
where the majority of ADF personnel are deployed. 
“I welcome MAJGEN Smith, and know he will lead Aus-
tralian troops with distinction,” he said 
MAJGEN Smith congratulated the outgoing commander 
on a successful tour and thanked him for his hard work 
and dedication. 
“It has been a great privilege to assume command of a 
Task Force that has contributed so much to security in 
the region under the guidance of MAJGEN Campbell,” 
MAJGEN Smith said. 
“I look forward to continuing this work during 2012, with 
our main effort being the training and development of the 
Afghan National Security Forces to assume responsibility 
for Uruzgan Province by 2014, possibly earlier.” 

Courtesy Defence Media, Photo by SGT Mick Davis 
Editor’s Note: MAJGEN Smith is the son of SGT Bernie 
Smith who was KIA in March 1969 and Janice Smith. 

MAJGEN Stuart Smith 

Quote: "I hate the business of war -- the horror, the 
waste, the destruction, the inefficiency."  

-- General Sir John Monash, War Letters (1935)  
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES AND ENQUIRIES 

All enquiries regarding membership, or changes 
and amendments to your contact details should 
be forwarded to:  

The Secretary, 5 RAR Association,  
31 Kenilworth St, Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022.   
02 9387-1409 or hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au 

NOTICES 

TIGER TALES ARCHIVES 
The Back Issues of Tiger Tales, from August 1987 to De-
cember 2011, are on the 5 RAR Association Website. 
These are stored in the PDF file format for ease of view-
ing or downloading to your computer. You will find them 
under the 5 RAR Association Newsletter, TIGER TALES 
banner on the Contents Page of - www.5rar.asn.au 

D COY 1969-70 REUNION OCTOBER 2012  
The D Coy (2nd tour) Reunion for 18-21 October 2012 at 
Dubbo in NSW is definitely ON. It’s time for those wanting 
to attend to start their planning, specifically to make their 
OWN arrangements for accommodation at Dubbo. If you 
are attending please advise your Platoon/CHQ Rep of the 
number of people attending and whether you will attend 
the Reunion Dinner (Sat 20 at the Dubbo RSL), later we 
will need a final commitment and payment. 
We invite all who served with D Coy 2nd tour and as al-
ways extend invitations to NOK/Family of those we lost in 
Vietnam, as well as those who have since passed away. 
Additionally we invite anyone who was attached to Delta 
and any other 5 RAR members (either tour) who live in 
the Dubbo Region will be warmly welcomed. 
The programme will be quite casual/informal with the 2 
main activities the Reunion Dinner and also an informal 
Remembrance/Wreath Laying Service which will most 
likely be on the Friday. For more information about sug-
gested accommodation etc see the 5 RAR Assn website 
under the Sub-unit Reunions tab. 
Platoon/CHQ Reps 
CHQ: Peter (Doc) Jones (07) 32791428 
10 Pl: Bernie Pye (02) 62424210; 
 bernie.pye@bigpond.com 
11 Pl: Ray Ward (08) 92433207; 0409 426 677; 
  c42ward@bigpond.com 
12 Pl: Ray Knapp (02) 6585190  
 rkn19510@bigpond.net.au 
Contact your mates, get in contact with your CHQ/Pl Rep 
so we can get a big roll up, look forward to catching up.  
Bob Fenwick  sendfenwick@bigond.com 

B COY 1969-70 REUNION APRIL 2012  
A Reunion of B Company (1969/70) has been organised 
for 24 April to 28 April 2012 at Lake Macquarie (just south 
of Newcastle), NSW. 
The Reunion will begin with a ’Meet and Greet’ function 
on Tuesday 24 April at the Club Macquarie.  
ANZAC Day Ceremonies will include the Dawn Service 
and the March. There is to be a formal dinner held on the 
evening of Friday 27 April. 
A ‘Farewell BBQ’ will be held on Saturday 28 April and 
there will be other optional activities available. 
For further details or an attendance form please contact 
John ‘Macca’ McMahon, 10 Hibiscus Close, SPEERS 
POINT, NSW, 2284, jbm@cnn.net.au (02) 4950-6464, 
0402 856-569 or  Sue McMahon on 0402 474-895. 

B COY 1966-67 REUNION APRIL 2012  
B Company1966-67 will hold a very informal reunion  at 
the Breakfast Creek Pub, in Newstead, Brisbane on 24th 
April 2012. Lunch is 11.30 to 2.00 arrive at your leisure. 
Make your own travel\accommodation arrangements with 
Anzac day in mind. Please advise John O’Callaghan 
a.s.a.p if attending at: rungsat@hotmail.com 

C COY 1966-67 REUNION APRIL 2012 
The reunion for members of C Coy 

1966-67, in Portland VIC, runs from 
24 to 26 April 2012. All Association 
Members living in the immediate 
area are welcome to join the activi-
ties with C Coy. If you wish to at-

tend please, urgently, contact Daryl 
McCombe on (03) 5523-4913, 0428 

234-913 or darylmccombe@gmail.com  
Tuesday  24th April: Meet and greet 1700 hrs Richmond 
Henty Hotel’s Blue Room at 101 Bentinck St. To inform 
all attendees the details of the following days’ activities 
and hand out information about Portland and the sur-
rounding district. 
Wednesday 25th April: 0620 hrs meet at the RSL Club-
rooms, cnr Percy and Gawler Streets for march/stroll to 
the Memorial Triangle for Dawn Service. No medals just 
warm clothing. Following service meet back at the RSL 
Clubrooms for breakfast (sausages, coffee etc).  
1020 hrs meet back at the RSL Clubrooms for the march 
through town to the Memorial Triangle for the Main Ser-
vice. Suit or smart casual wear preferred, Medals to be 
worn. Following the service, at about mid-day, make your 
way to the Richmond Henty Hotel for lunch and drinks, 
upstairs in Blue Room and Bistro Lounge. 
Thursday 26th April: 1700 hrs in the Bistro Lounge, at 
the Richmond Henty Hotel, for the main Reunion Dinner.  
Currently there are 102 Members, NOK’s and guests who 
have committed to attend. 

 

My wife and I walked past a fancy new restaurant last 
night. 
“Did you smell that food in there, it smelt incredible?” she 
said. 
Me being the nice bloke that I am, I thought, “Bugger, I’ll 
treat her!” 
So we walked past the restaurant again! 
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Trịnh Thị Ngọ (born in 1931), also known as Hanoi Han-
nah, is a Vietnamese radio personality best known for her 
work during the Vietnam War, when she made English-
language propaganda broadcasts for North Vietnam di-
rected at US troops. 

Ngọ was born in Hanoi in 
1931 in a rich factory owner's 
family. She recalls that she 
grew eager to learn English 
because of her desire to 
watch her favourite films such 
as Gone with the Wind with-
out subtitles. Her family pro-
vided her with private lessons 
in English. When she was 25 
years old she began reading 
the English language news-
cast for Vietnam’s national 
radio station that was aimed 
at listeners in Asia’s English-

speaking countries. 
During the Vietnam War in the 1960s and 1970s she be-
came famous among US soldiers for her propaganda 
broadcasts on radio Hanoi (in fact, there were several 
‘Hanoi Hannahs’, but she was the senior and most fre-
quently heard one). At that time, she made three broad-
casts a day, reading the list of the newly killed or impris-
oned Americans, attempting to persuade US GIs that the 
US involvement in the Vietnam War was unjust and im-
moral and played popular US anti-war songs in an at-
tempt to incite feelings of nostalgia and homesickness 
amongst US troops. Although she used the alias Thu 
Huong, (Vietnamese: ‘the fragrance of autumn’), the GIs 
usually called her ‘Hanoi Hannah’ or ‘the Dragon Lady’. 
Few if any desertions are believed to have ensued from 
her propaganda work and the soldiers ‘hooted at her 
scare tactics’, but were often impressed by her military 
intelligence, when she mentioned the location of their own 
unit (whereupon it was customary to ‘give a toast to her 
and throw our beer cans at the radio’) and listed specific 
US casualties. There were exaggerated legends of her 
omniscience, with rumours that she would give clues 
about everything from specific future Vietnamese attacks 
to soldiers' girlfriends cheating on them at home or jilting 
them. In fact, most of her information came from publica-
tions such as the US military newspaper, Stars and 
Stripes Below is an excerpt from one of her broadcasts: 
“How are you, GI Joe? It seems to me that most of you 
are poorly informed about the going of the war, to say 
nothing about a correct explanation of your presence over 
here. Nothing is more confused than to be ordered into a 
war to die or to be maimed for life without the faintest idea 
of what's going on.” 
A January 1966 Newspaper Enterprise Association article 
by Tom Tiede described the program: 
‘Hannah's shows are invariably the same. After the news 
is an editorial denouncing U.S. escalation of the war. 
Then a recording by an Asian soprano who sounds as if 
she's having her ears pierced. Then, Mailbag Time ('write 

HANOI HANNAH 

us for the truth, friends').’ 
According to war correspondent Don North's assessment: 
By zapping the truth through an ostrich-like policy censor-
ship, deletions, and exaggerations U.S. Armed Forces 
Radio lost the trust of many GIs when they were most 
isolated and vulnerable to enemy propaganda. It wasn't 
that Hanoi Hannah always told the truth - she didn't. But 
she was most effective when she did tell the truth and 
U.S. Armed Forces Radio was fudging it. 

Courtesy Wikipedia 

FIGHTING TO THE FINISH 
the Australian Army and the Vietnam War, 1968-1975. 

Ashley Ekins with Ian McNeill 
‘Fighting to the Finish’ tells the story of the Australian 
Army in Vietnam during the period of Australia’s largest 
and most sustained military commitment to the Vietnam 
War. As the ninth and final volume of the Official History 
of Australia’s Involvement in Southeast Asian Conflicts 
1948-1975, it is the successor to the acclaimed ‘To Long 
Tan’ by Ian McNeill, and ‘On the Offensive’ by Ian McNeill 
and Ashley Ekins.  
This book includes the period of 5 RAR’s, 1969-70 tour of 
Vietnam, including the Barrier Minefield, the Battle of Binh 
Ba and various other actions. 
The product of years of intensive research, ‘Fighting to 
the Finish’ reveals the experiences of Australian soldiers 
in Vietnam in a way that has not been possible before. It 
describes the activities of the Australian Task Force in 
Vietnam during its peak years, from the middle of 1968 to 
the end of 1971. The authors had unrestricted access to 
official government records, including highly classified 
defence files and operational records. To this they added 

extensive interviews with par-
ticipants, personal papers and 
correspondence, communist 
Vietnamese histories, and dis-
cussions with former Viet Cong 
and North Vietnamese Army 
soldiers. 
‘Fighting to the Finish’ covers 
the Australian involvement at 
virtually every level, from the 
senior commanders and plan-
ners to the experiences of in-
fantrymen on patrol and in con-
tact with the enemy. It also 

contains appendices of authoritative information and data 
on Australian operations in Vietnam, previously unavail-
able to general readers, which will ensure its value as the 
principal reference work on the subject for decades 
The Retail Price of ‘Fighting to the Finish’ is $100, to pur-
chase, contact the Australian War Memorial Shop on (02) 
6243-4274 or email: memorial.shop@awm.gov.au or buy 
on-line at www.awm.gov.au/shop/ 
An excellent review of this book by David Wilkins, 5 RAR 
1969-70, is on the 5 RAR Association Website Contents 
Page under the heading, ‘Book Reviews’. 

Trịnh Thị Ngọ  
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5R-1875ICBRBN - ICB/SVN RIBBONS  
180 X 75 mm 

$5.00 

 5 RAR ASSOCIATION MEMORABILIA 

THE YEAR OF THE TIGERS 
The 5 RAR year-book of the Battalion’s 
second tour  in the Republic of South Viet-
nam. It is a tribute to the 2nd tour members 
of the Battalion who, for one year, gave of 
their best. This is the third and latest edi-
tion. 

$65.00 

5 RAR HONOUR ROLL 
Plaque inscribed with the names 
of our members killed in action or 
died of wounds during the Viet-
nam War. 305 x 290 mm. 

$35.00 

NEW 5 RAR CAP 
Black and Gold cap with the Associa-
tion logo on the front. Just the thing for 
the bald spot. 

$20.00 

5 RAR TAC PLATES 
They fit each end of your number plate.  

130 x 130 mm. 

$20.00 

5 RAR TIE 
A fine quality tie for all occasions. 

$30.00 

5 RAR PLAQUE 
This plaque comes with blank Name 
Plate. 205 x 255 mm. 

$50.00 

LAPEL BADGE 
A quality lapel pin for the astute 5 RAR 
Veteran. 20 x 13 mm.                            

 $6.00 

CAR STICKERS 
T5-90ASSNRND - TIGER HEAD ROUND 

90 mm Diameter  

$5.00 

T5-1075GRGO - TIGER HEAD C/PATCH  
100 X 75 mm 

$5.00 

T5-1014SVNRND - TIGER HEAD SVN  
100 X 75 mm 

$3.00 

VIETNAM TASK 
A detailed account of the Fifth Battalion’s 
first tour of duty in Vietnam. Robert O’Neill 
was with the battalion as the battalion’s intel-
ligence officer and kept meticulous notes on 
operations conducted by the battalion. 

$30.00 

HISTORY OF THE FIFTH BATTALIONS 
This 70 minute video commences with a 
short history of the Fifth Battalions’ in 
Australia commencing 1885 until the 
raising of the 5th Battalion, The Royal 
Australian Regiment in March 1965. 
This video gives good general coverage 
of both tours of the Battalion in South 
Vietnam. 

$30.00 

The items shown on this page comprise the current 5 
RAR Association Memorabilia range available for 
members to purchase by using the Order Form on 
the back page. 
The Committee is continually investigating the possi-
bility of producing new products to add to this list. 
As new items become available, the Order Form will 
be up-dated, and the new items announced and de-
picted in the next issue of Tiger Tales to be printed. 

Tiger Tales is printed and distributed, for  
5 RAR Association, by The Pack Fac-
tory, 169A Penshurst St, BEVERLEY 
HILLS, NSW, 2209. Graeme Tooth, the 
principal of The Pack Factory, is a vet-
eran of 5 RAR’s 1969-70 tour of South 
Vietnam. 
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Complete all sections of this form and remit it, with Cheque or Money Order made payable to 5 RAR Association, to the address above, 
or, email this form and Direct Deposit Receipt to hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au include your Surname and Initials as the reference.  

Direct Deposit Details - Account name: 5 RAR Association.  Bank: CBA.  BSB: 062-511 Account: 1015-9756  

Surname: Christian Names: Known As: 

Partners Name: Regimental No: Rank: 

Home Ph: Mobile: Business Ph: 

Address: Suburb/Town: 

State: P/Code: Email: 

Brief history of service with 5 RAR and or 5/7 RAR or link with 5 RAR Assoc: 

Membership      1 March 2011 - 28 February 2014           $50.00 
Memorabilia O/S Price Qty Cost 
Vietnam Task M  $   30      
The Year of the Tigers    (Ed 3) L  $   65      
Honour Roll  M  $   35      
5 Bn History DVD S  $   30      
Caps S  $   20      
Ties S  $   30      
Lapel Badges 20x13mm S  $    6      
TAC Plates-Set 2 130x130mm S  $   20      
5 RAR Plaque 205x255mm M  $   50      

Car Stickers       
T5-90ASSNRND Tiger Head Round S  $    5      
T5-1075GRGO Tiger Head C/Patch S  $    5      
5R-1875ICBRBN ICB/SVN Ribbons S  $    5      
T5-1014SVNRND Tiger Head SVN S  $    3      
Membership Dues   $   50      

   Grand Total: $ 
The following charges will apply to overseas (O/S) orders.  

Items marked S - $1, M - $5, L $10 per item. 

Remit this form and payment due to: 
The Treasurer 
5 RAR Association 
31 Kenilworth St 
BONDI JUNCTION NSW 2022  

Joining/Renewing Membership  
Change of Details  

Purchase of Memorabilia  

Please indicate use of this form 

All membership queries or amendments are to be forwarded to the Treasurer/Membership Officer. 
To preserve your copy of Tiger Tales a photocopy of this form will be accepted.  

 Your Committee Members and State Representatives. 
Patron:  BRIG. Colin Khan DSO AM     -    Ph: 02 6257 7249 Mob: 0414 713 720 

President Vice President  Secretary Treasurer/Membership Officer 
COL. Roger Wainwright  MAJ. John Miller  CVO, AM, MBE Mr. Geoff Pearson LTCOL. Ron Hamlyn 
Ph:  02 6295 6204 Ph:  02 9938 6312 Ph:  02 9524 3177  Ph:  02 9387 1409 
Mob:  0409 588 935 Mob:  0419 252 130 Mob:  0417 223 001  Mob:  0407 669 221 
roger.w@netspeed.com.au jandemiller@bigpond.com.au gp@rbimports.com.au hamlyn_rar@yahoo.com.au 
Memorabilia Officer Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member 
MAJ. Bryan Schafer Brian Budden Trevor Carter Ralph Hindmarsh 
Ph:  02 9605 5841 Ph:  02 9525 0355 (W) Ph:  02 9587 9670 Ph: 02 6643 2914 
Mob:  0412 432 464 Mob:  0418 769 954 Mob: 0427 101 516 Mob: 0429 432 914 
blues@tadaust.org.au krikse2@hotmail.com Trevor.Carter@defence.gov.au ralphhindmarsh@bigpond.com 
Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member Committee Member 
CAPT Ben Howard Geoffrey Luck  Barry Ruttle Bruce Schmidtchen 
Ph: 02 8335 6459 Ph: 02 9982 6053 Ph: 02 9601 2762 Ph: 07 3385 7813 
Mob: 0402 629 454 Mob: 0417 447 508 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob:  0419 485 592 
howie85@live.com.au g_j_luck@tpg.com.au bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au brucescgm@gmail.com 

Tiger Tales Editor      -      Gary Townsend Webmaster      -      Ted Harrison 
Ph: 07 5594 4780    Mob: 0412 767 975     garyt.5rar@gmail.com Ph: 03 9762 4283   Mob: 0403 907 775  
82 Lake Hills, 117 Palm Meadows Dve, CARRARA, QLD, 4211 webmaster@5rar.asn.au 

ACT Representative NSW Representatives QLD Representative SA/NT Representative 
Bernie Pye Barry ‘Barney’ Ruttle Kerry White ‘Mo’ Hancock 
Ph:  02 6242 4210 Ph: 02 9601 2762   Ph:  08 8556 2732 
Mob:  0424 701 784 Mob: 0417 488 598 Mob:  0417 611 147 Mob: 0414 566 212 
bernie.pye@bigpond.com bazzaciz@bigpond.net.au kerry.white@optusnet.com.au moswhan@bigpond.net.au 

 TAS Representative VIC  Representative WA Representative 
  John Smee Doug Bishop Alan McNulty DCM 
  Ph:  03 6343 4243 Ph:  03  9744 5035 Ph: 08 9304 1333 
  Mob:  0407 830 264 Mob:  0437 653 577 Mob:  0417 914 309 
  johnsmee1@bigpond.com doug.bishop@internode.on.net  alanmarian1@bigpond.com 


